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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1725

By the Fiscal Responsibility Council and Representative
Dockery

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to health studios; anending s.
205.1969, F.S.; renobving a requirenent for the
i ssuance of an occupational license to a health
studi o; repealing ss. 501.012, 501.014,
501. 015, and 501.016, F.S., relating to the
regul ati on of health studi os by the Departnent
of Agriculture and Consuner Services; anending
s. 501.0125, F.S., to correct a cross reference
and del ete unnecessary definitions; anending s.
501.013, F.S.; renoving requirenent of certain
filings with the Departnent of Agriculture and
Consuner Services by certain entities exenpt
fromhealth studio requirenents; correcting a
cross reference; anending s. 501.017, F.S.
requiring each health studio to provide certain
notice inits contracts; anending s. 501. 019,
F.S.; correcting a cross reference; deleting
crimnal and admnistrative penalties for
violating provisions repealed by this act;
renovi ng enforcenent authority of the
Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services
relating to health studios; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 205.1969, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
205. 1969 Health studi os; consuner protection.--No
county or nmunicipality shall issue or renew an occupati ona
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license for the operation of a heatth—stutiopursvant—to—5s—
501+-612-5061+-0619—6r bal | room dance studi o pursuant to s.

501. 143, unl ess such busi ness exhibits a current |icense,
registration, or letter of exenption fromthe Departnent of
Agriculture and Consuner Services.

Section 2. Sections 501.012, 501.014, 501.015, and
501.016, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

Section 3. Section 501.0125, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

501. 0125 Health studios; definitions.--For purposes of
ss. 501.0125-501. 019 564+-612-561+-019, the following terns
shal | have the follow ng neani ngs:

(1) "Health studi 0" neans any person who i s engaged in
the sale of services for instruction, training, or assistance
in a program of physical exercise or in the sale of services
for the right or privilege to use equipnent or facilities in
furtherance of a program of physical exercise.

(2) "Health studio services" nmeans privil eges or
rights offered for sale or provided by a health studio.

(3) "Business |location" neans any place where health
studi o services are perforned by a health studio.
and—Consurer—Servi-ces—
than—10—percent—of—thetotal—contract—priece—for—contracts—

I hi-p—fee- I . e

Section 4. Section 501.013, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

501.013 Health studios; exenptions.--The foll ow ng

busi nesses or activities are may—be—dectared exenpt fromthe
2
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provi sions of ss. 501.0125-501. 019 5064+012-561+0619—upon—the
i F £ e h I NEDN I
I I it . :

(1) A bona fide nonprofit organi zation which has been

granted tax-exenpt status by the Internal Revenue Servi ce.

(2) A gymastics school which engages only in
instruction and training and in which exercise is only
incidental to such instruction and training.

(3) A golf, tennis, or racquetball club in which
sports play is the only activity offered by the club. [If the
facility offers the use of physical exercise equiprment, this
exenption shall not apply.

(4) A programor facility which is offered and used
solely for the purpose of dance, aerobic exercise, or nartial
arts, and which utilizes no physical exercise equipnent.

(5) A country club that has as its primary function
the provision of a social life and recreational anmenities to
its nmenbers, and for which a program of physical exercise is
nerely incidental to nenbership. As used in this subsection
the term"country club" neans a facility that offers its
nmenbers a variety of services that nmay include, but need not
be limted to, social activities; dining, banquet, catering,
and | ounge facilities; sw nmng; yachting; golf; tennis; card
ganes such as bridge and canasta; and special prograns for
nmenbers' children. Upon the filing of an affidavit with the
departnment establishing that the stated qualifications of this
subsection were net before July 1, 1997, this subsection wll
apply retroactively to the date that the country club net
t hese qualifications.

Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 501.017, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
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1 501.017 Health studios; contracts. --
2 (2) Every health studi o exempt—fromthereguirenrents
3 | ef—s—50610616{(1)—-and—{2yshall include in all of its contracts
4| for health studio services, in the sane manner as provided in
5| subsection (1) of this section, the follow ng discl osure:
6
7 SHOULD YQU ( THE BUYER) CHOOSE TO PAY FOR MORE
8 THAN 1 MONTH OF THI S AGREEMENT | N ADVANCE, BE
9 AWARE THAT YOU ARE PAYI NG FOR FUTURE SERVI CES
10 AND MAY BE RI SKI NG LOSS OF YOUR MONEY | N THE
11 EVENT TH S HEALTH STUDI O ANDY OR THI S BUSI NESS
12 LOCATI ON CEASES TO OPERATE. THI S HEALTH STUDI O
13 'S NOT REQUI RED BY FLORI DA LAW TO PROVI DE ANY
14 SECURI TY, AND THERE MAY NOT BE OTHER
15 PROTECTI ONS PROVI DED TO YOU SHOULD YOU CHOCSE
16 TO PAY | N ADVANCE.
17
18 Section 6. Section 501.019, Florida Statutes, is
19 | anended to read:
20 501.019 Health studios; penalties.--
21 4 Any health studio or any owner or nmnager thereof,
22 | or, in the case of corporate ownership, any substanti al
23 | stockhol der of the corporation owning the health studio, who
24| is convicted of a violation of the provisions of ss.
25| 501. 0125-501. 019 564-61+2-561+019 is quilty of a nisdeneanor of
26 | the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
27 | 775. 083.
28 2—Any—heatth—studi-o—owrer—or—+n—the—case—-of
29 | eorporate—ownershipr—any—offecer—of—the—ecorpoeration—or—any
30 | ranager—of—a—heatth—studi-o—or—heatth—studi-o—s—business
31 | tecation—who—knownghy—akes—afalse—+representation—to—the
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22 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

23

24 EE IR I b A b b I S S b I O b b I I b S b

25 HOUSE SUVMMARY

26 ) . . :
Renoves the registration requirenent for health studios

27 and the regulation of such health studios by the

08 Departnent “of Agriculture and Consuner Services.

29

30

31
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