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2001 Legislature HB 1729
1
2 An act relating to the Departnent of
3 Corrections; transferring the Ofice for
4 Certification and Monitoring of Batterers
5 Intervention Prograns fromthe Departnment of
6 Corrections to the Departnent of Children and
7 Fam |y Services; anmending ss. 741.32 and
8 741.325, F.S.; revising references to conform
9 to the transfer of the office; anending s.
10 921.0024, F.S.; renoving the Departnent of
11 Corrections' responsibility for preparing
12 sent enci ng scoresheets; renunbering and
13 anending s. 945.76, F.S.; transferring
14 authority for certain fee assessnent and
15 collection fromthe Departnent of Corrections
16 to the Departnent of Children and Fanmily
17 Services; providing an effective date.
18
19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. The Ofice for Certification and Mnitoring
22 | of Batterers' Intervention Prograns within the Departnment of
23| Corrections is transferred by a type two transfer, as defined
24| in section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, to the Departnent of
25| Children and Fanmily Services. Al powers, duties, and
26 | functions, rules, records, personnel, property, and unexpended
27 | bal ances of appropriations, allocations, or other funds of the
28 | Departnent of Corrections relating to the Ofice for
29 | Certification and Monitoring of Batterers' Intervention
30| Prograns are transferred by a type two transfer, as defined in
31
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section 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, to the Departnent of
Children and Fanmily Services.

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 741.32, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

741.32 Certification of batterers' intervention
pr ograns. - -

(2) There is hereby established in the Departnent of
Children and Fami |y Services €orteections an Office for
Certification and Monitoring of Batterers' Intervention

Prograns. The departnment nmay certify and nonitor both prograns
and personnel providing direct services to those persons who
are adjudged to have cormmitted an act of donestic violence as
defined in s. 741.28, those agai nst whom an injunction for
protection agai nst donestic violence is entered, those
referred by the departnent ef—Chitdren—andrtanmty—Servieces
and those who volunteer to attend such prograns. The purpose
of certification of prograns is to unifornmy and
systematically standardi ze prograns to hold those who
perpetrate acts of donestic violence responsible for those
acts and to ensure safety for victins of donestic violence.
The certification and nonitoring shall be funded by user fees
as provided in s. 741. 327 945-76.

Section 3. Section 741.325, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

741.325 CQuideline authority.--The Departnent of
Children and Fami |y Services €orteetions shall promnul gate
gui del i nes to govern purpose, policies, standards of care,

appropriate intervention approaches, inappropriate

i ntervention approaches during the batterers' program

i ntervention phase (to include couples counseling and

nedi ation), conflicts of interest, assessnent, program content
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and specifics, qualifications of providers, and credentials
for facilitators, supervisors, and trainees. The departnent
shall, in addition, establish specific procedures governing
al | aspects of program operation, including admnistration
personnel, fiscal matters, victimand batterer records,
educati on, evaluation, referral to treatnent and other nmatters
as needed. In addition, the rules shall establish

(1) That the primary purpose of the prograns shall be
victimsafety and the safety of the children, if present.

(2) That the batterer shall be held accountable for
acts of donestic violence.

(3) That the prograns shall be at |east 29 weeks in
| ength and shall include 24 weekly sessions, plus appropriate
i nt ake, assessnent, and orientation progranm ng.

(4) That the program be a psychoeducati onal nodel that
enpl oys a program content based on tactics of power and
control by one person over another

(5) That the prograns and those who are facilitators,
supervi sors, and trainees be certified to provide these
prograns through initial certification and that the prograns
and personnel be annually nonitored to ensure that they are
neeting specified standards.

(6) The intent that the prograns be user-fee funded
with fees fromthe batterers who attend the program as paynent
for prograns is inportant to the batterer taking
responsibility for the act of violence, and fromthose seeking
certification. Exception shall be nmade for those |ocal, state,
or federal prograns that fund batterers' intervention prograns
in whole or in part.

(7) Standards for rejection and suspension for failure
to nmeet certification standards.
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(8) That these standards shall apply only to prograns
that address the perpetration of violence between intimte
partners, spouses, ex-spouses, or those who share a child in
common or who are cohabitants in intinmate rel ationships for
t he purpose of exercising power and control by one over the
other. It will endanger victins if courts and other referra
agencies refer famly and househol d nenbers who are not
perpetrators of the type of donestic viol ence enconpassed by
t hese standards. Accordingly, the court and others who nake
referrals should refer perpetrators only to programm ng that
appropriately addresses the violence conmitted.

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 921.0024, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

921.0024 Crimnal Puni shnent Code; wor ksheet
conput ati ons; scoresheets. --

(3) A single scoresheet shall be prepared for each
defendant to deternine the perm ssible range for the sentence
that the court may inpose, except that if the defendant is
before the court for sentencing for nore than one fel ony and
the felonies were committed under nore than one version or
revision of the guidelines or the code, separate scoresheets
nmust be prepared. The scoresheet or scoresheets nust cover al
t he defendant's of fenses pendi ng before the court for
sent enci ng. EBEther—the—-offiee—of The state attorney er—the
Pepartrent—of—Corrections—or—both—where—appropriater-shal
prepare the scoresheet or scoresheets, which nust be presented
to the defense counsel for review for accuracy in all cases
unl ess the judge directs otherwi se. The defendant's scoresheet
or scoresheets nmust be approved and signed by the sentencing
j udge.
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Section 5. Section 945.76, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 741.327, Florida Statutes, and anended
to read:

741. 327 945—+6 Certification and nonitoring of
batterers' intervention prograns; fees.--

(1) Pursuant to s. 741.32, the Departnent of Children
and Fanily Services €Cor+reeti+ons is authorized to assess and
col | ect:

(a) An annual certification fee not to exceed $300 for
the certification and nonitoring of batterers' intervention
prograns.

(b) An annual certification fee not to exceed $200 for
the certification and nonitoring of assessnent personne
providing direct services to persons who:

1. Are ordered by the court to participate in a
donesti c viol ence prevention program

2. Are adjudged to have committed an act of donestic
vi ol ence as defined in s. 741.28;

3. Have an injunction entered for protection against
donmesti c viol ence; or

4. Agree to attend a program as part of a diversion or
pretrial intervention agreenent by the offender with the state
attorney.

(2) Al persons required by the court to attend
donestic violence prograns certified by the Departnent of
Children and Fanily Services' €orrectiens-Cfice for of
Certification and Monitoring of Batterers' Intervention

Prograns shall pay an additional $30 fee for each 29-week
programto the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
Cortrections.
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(3) The fees assessed and coll ected under this section
shal | be deposited in the Executive Ofice of the Governor's
Donesti c Viol ence departrwent-—s—OGperating Trust Fund
established in s. 741.01 and directed to the Departnent of
Children and Family Services to fund the cost of certifying

and nonitoring batterers' intervention prograns.
Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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