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Ey the Commttee on Local Governnent & Veterans Affairs
and Representative Sorensen

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to special districts; anending
3 s. 189.4042, F.S.; providing that an inactive

4 i ndependent special district that was created

5 by a county or nmunicipality through a

6 ref erendum nmay be nerged or dissolved by the

7 county or nmunicipality after publication of

8 notice as required for the declaration of the

9 i nactive status of a special district; anmending
10 Ss. 189.4044, F.S.; reducing the nunber of weeks
11 such notice of declaration of inactive status
12 nmust be published; repealing s. 189.418(3) and
13 (4), F.S., which require each special district
14 to file certain reports, information, and

15 audits with the local governing authority;

16 anending s. 189.419, F.S., to conform anending
17 s. 189.429, F.S.; providing the effect of the
18 reenact ment of existing |aw pursuant to the

19 required codification of a special district
20 charter; amending s. 218.34, F.S.; deleting a
21 provision that allows the proposed budget of a
22 dependent special district to be budgeted
23 separately; deleting a requirenent that the
24 proposed budget of an independent speci al
25 district located in one county be filed with
26 the county; providing an effective date.
27
28 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30 Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 189.4042, Florida
31| Statutes, is anended to read:
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189. 4042 Merger and di ssol ution procedures. --

(2) The nerger or dissolution of an i ndependent
special district or a dependent district created and operating
pursuant to a special act may only be effectuated by the
Legi sl ature unl ess otherw se provided by general law. |f an
i nacti ve independent district was created by a county or
nmuni cipality through a referendum the county or nunicipality

that created the district may nerge or dissolve the district
after publishing notice as described in s. 189.4044. |f an

i ndependent district was created by a county or nunicipality

by sone other procedure, the county or nunicipality that

created the district may nerge or dissolve the district

pursuant to the sane procedure by which the i ndependent
district was created. -However, for any such independent
district that has ad val oremtaxation powers, the sane
procedure required to grant such independent district ad

val orem taxation powers shall also be required to dissolve or
nerge the district.

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
189. 4044, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

189. 4044 Special procedures for inactive districts.--

(1) The departnent shall declare inactive any speci al
district inthis state by filing a report with the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives and the President of the Senate
whi ch shows that such special district is no |longer active.
The inactive status of the special district nust be based upon
a finding:

(b) That a notice of the proposed declaration has been
publ i shed once a week for 2 4 weeks in a newspaper of genera
circulation within the county or nmunicipality wherein the
territory of the special district is |ocated, stating the nane
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of said special district, the | aw under which it was organi zed
and operating, a general description of the territory included
in said special district, and stating that any objections to
t he proposed declaration or to any cl ai ns agai nst the assets
of said special district shall be filed not later than 60 days
following the date of last publication with the departnent;
and

Section 3. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 189. 418,
Florida Statutes, are repeal ed

Section 4. Section 189.419, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

189.419 Effect of failure to file certain reports or
i nformation. - -

(1) If a special district fails to file the reports or
information required under s. 11.45, s. 189.415, s. 189. 416,
s. 189.417, s. 189.418, s. 218.32, or s. 218.34 and a
description of all new bonds as provided in s. 218.38(1) with
the |l ocal governing authority, the person authorized to
receive and read the reports or information shall notify the

district's registered agent and the appropriate |oca

governing authority or authorities. At any tine, the governing
authority may grant an extension of tine for filing the
required reports or information, except that an extension nay

not exceed 30 days.

(2) If at any tine the local governing authority or
authorities or the board of county comm ssioners deternines
that there has been an unjustified failure to file the reports
or information described in subsection (1), it nmay petition

the departnent to initiate proceedi ngs agai nst the speci al
district in the manner provided in s. 189.421
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(3) If a special district fails to file the reports or
information required under s. 11.45, s. 218.32, s—21834;o0r
s. 218.38 with the appropriate state agency, the agency shal
notify the departnent, and the departnent may initiate
proceedi ngs agai nst the special district in the manner
provided in s. 189.421 or assess fines of not nore than $25,
with an aggregate total not to exceed $50, when form
i nquiries do not resolve the nonconpliance.

Section 5. Section 189.429, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

189.429 Codification.--

(1) Each district, by Decenber 1, 2004, shall submt
to the Legislature a draft codified charter, at its expense,
so that its special acts nmay be codified into a single act for
reenactment by the Legislature, if there is nore than one
special act for the district. The Legislature may adopt a
schedul e for individual district codification. Any codified
act relating to a district, which act is submtted to the
Legi sl ature for reenactnent, shall provide for the repeal of
all prior special acts of the Legislature relating to the
district. The codified act shall be filed with the departnent
pursuant to s. 189.418(2).

(2) The reenactnent of existing | aw under this section

shal|l not be construed as a grant of additional authority nor

to supersede the authority of any entity pursuant to | aw

Exceptions to |law contained in any special act that are

reenacted pursuant to this section shall continue to apply.

(3) The reenactnent of existing | aw under this section

shall not be construed to nodify, anend, or alter any

covenants, contracts, or other obligations of any district

with respect to bonded i ndebtedness. Nothing pertaining to
4
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1| the reenactnent of existing |aw under this section shall be

2| construed to affect the ability of any district to |l evy and

3| collect taxes, assessnents, fees, or charges for the purpose
4 | of redeenming or servicing bonded i ndebtedness of the district.
5 Section 6. Section 218.34, Florida Statutes, is

6 | anended to read:

7 218.34 Special districts; financial matters. --

8 (1) The governing body of each special district shal
9 | adopt a budget by resolution each fiscal year. The total

10 | amount avail able fromtaxation and other sources, including
11 | amounts carried over fromprior fiscal years, nust equal the
12 | total of appropriations for expenditures and reserves. The

13 | adopt ed budget nust regul ate expenditures of the special

14 | district, and it is unlawful for any officer of a special

15| district to expend or contract for expenditures in any fisca
16 | year except in pursuance of budgeted appropriations.

17 (2) The proposed budget of a dependent speci al

18 | district shall be presented in accordance with generally

19 | accepted accounting principl es, and—as—stuch—etrther be-

20 &) contained within the general budget of the |oca

21 | governing authority,and be clearly stated as the budget of

22 | the dependent district.;—or

23 tby—Budgeted—separatety—+n—which—ecase—the—governing

24 | avthoerity—shaH——certify—to—the—departrment—econpHance—wth—the
25 | avditing—regqurenrents—of—s—11—45for—each—dependent—special
26 | di-striet—

27 3)—The—proposed—budget—of——an—independent—special

28 | di-stret—tocated—sotely—wthinone—county—shatt—befted—with
29 | the—eterk—of—the—ecounty—governing—author-ty—by—Septenber—1—of
30 | each—year—

31
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1 (3)t4r A The local governing authority may, inits

2| discretion, review the budget or tax |evy of any speci al

3| district located solely within its boundari es.

4 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

5] I aw.

6
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8 HOUSE SUMMARY

9
Provides that an inactive independent special district

10 that was created by a county or nun|C|BaI|ty t hrough a
referendum may be nerged or. dissolved by the county or

11 muni cipality after publication of notice as required for
t he declaration of the inactive status of a special

12 district, and reduces from4 to 2 the nunber of weeks

13 such notice of inactive status nust be published.

14 Renoves Prpvisions that require each special district to
file certain reports, information, and audits with the

15 | ocal ?overnlng authprlty. Specifies the effect of the
reenactment of “existing [aw pursuant to the required

16 codification of a special district charter. Renobves a
provision that allows the proposed bud?et of a dependent

17 special district to be budgeted separafely. Deletes a
requi rement that the propoSed budget of anh independent

18 special district located in one county be filed wth the
county.
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