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esent ati ves

By the Conmittee on Health Regul ati on and Repr
shner

Farkag, Sobel, Al exander, Ritter, Harrell and W

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to nursing; anending s.

3 240. 4075, F.S.; transferring the Nursing

4 St udent Loan Forgi veness Program fromthe

5 Departnent of Education to the Departnent of

6 Heal th; including public schools, famly

7 practice teaching hospitals, and specialty

8 hospitals for children as eligible facilities
9 under the program exenpting such facilities
10 fromthe fund-nmatching requirenents of the

11 program anending s. 240.4076, F.S.

12 transferring the nursing schol arship program
13 fromthe Departnent of Education to the

14 Departnent of Health; providing requirenents
15 under the program for students seeking to

16 qualify for a nursing faculty position and

17 receive credit for work in such a position

18 i ncl udi ng nursing hones, hospitals, public

19 school s, colleges of nursing, and community
20 coll ege nursing prograns as eligible facilities
21 under the program transferring powers, duties,
22 functions, rules, records, personnel, property,
23 and appropriations and other funds relating to
24 t he Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Program
25 and the nursing scholarship programfromthe
26 Departnent of Education to the Departnment of
27 Heal th; amending s. 240.40201, F.S.; granting
28 nursing students priority in receiving a
29 Fl orida Bright Futures Schol arshi p; anending s
30 464.005, F.S.; providing for future relocation
31 of the headquarters of the Board of Nursing;
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anending s. 464.008, F.S.; revising education
requirements for licensure by exanination
anending s. 464.009, F.S.; revising

requi renents for |licensure by endorsenent;
requiring submi ssion of fingerprints for a
crimnal history check and a fee to cover the
costs of such check; providing for an

el ectronic applicant notification process;
anending s. 464.0205, F.S.; deleting the
application and processing fee for applicants
for aretired volunteer nurse certificate;
providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 240.4075, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 4075 Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Program - -

(1) To encourage qualified personnel to seek
enpl oynent in areas of this state in which critical nursing
shortages exist, there is established the Nursing Student Loan
For gi veness Program The primary function of the programis
to increase enploynent and retention of registered nurses and
|icensed practical nurses in nursing hones and hospitals in
the state and in state-operated nedical and health care
facilities, public schools,birth centers, and federally

sponsored community health centers antdteaching—hospirtats by

nmaki ng repaynents toward | oans received by students from

federal or state programs or comercial |lending institutions
for the support of postsecondary study in accredited or
approved nursing prograns.
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(2) To be eligible, a candidate nust have graduated
froman accredited or approved nursing program and have
received a Florida license as a licensed practical nurse or a
registered nurse or a Florida certificate as an advanced
regi stered nurse practitioner

(3) Only loans to pay the costs of tuition, books, and
living expenses shall be covered, at an anbunt not to exceed
$4, 000 for each year of education towards the degree obtained.

(4) Receipt of funds pursuant to this programshall be
conti ngent upon continued proof of enploynent in the
designated facilities in this state. Loan principal paynents
shal |l be made by the Departnent of Health Educat+on directly
to the federal or state prograns or commercial |ending
institutions holding the | oan as follows:

(a) Twenty-five percent of the loan principal and
accrued interest shall be retired after the first year of
nur si ng;

(b) Fifty percent of the loan principal and accrued
interest shall be retired after the second year of nursing;

(c) Seventy-five percent of the |oan principal and
accrued interest shall be retired after the third year of
nursi ng; and

(d) The remaining | oan principal and accrued interest
shall be retired after the fourth year of nursing.

In no case may paynent for any nurse exceed $4,000 in any
12-nmont h peri od.
(5) There is created the Nursing Student Loan
For gi veness Trust Fund to be adm nistered by the Departnent of
Heal t h Edueation pursuant to this section and s. 240.4076 and
departnment rules. The Conptroller shall authorize
3
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expenditures fromthe trust fund upon recei pt of vouchers
approved by the Departnent of Health Edueation. Al noneys
collected fromthe private health care industry and ot her
private sources for the purposes of this section shall be
deposited into the Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Trust
Fund. Any balance in the trust fund at the end of any fisca
year shall remain therein and shall be available for carrying
out the purposes of this section and s. 240. 4076.

(6) In addition to licensing fees inposed under part |
of chapter 464, there is hereby |evied and inposed an
addi tional fee of $5, which fee shall be paid upon |licensure
or renewal of nursing |icensure. Revenues collected fromthe
fee inposed in this subsection shall be deposited in the
Nur si ng Student Loan Forgi veness Trust Fund of the Departnent
of Heal th Edueation and will be used solely for the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of this section and s. 240. 4076.
Up to 50 percent of the revenues appropriated to inplenent
this subsection may be used for the nursing scholarship
program est abl i shed pursuant to s. 240.4076.

(7)(a) Funds contained in the Nursing Student Loan
For gi veness Trust Fund which are to be used for | oan
forgi veness for those nurses enployed by hospitals, birth
centers, and nursing hones nust be matched on a
dollar-for-dollar basis by contributions fromthe enpl oyi ng
institutions, except that this provision shall not apply to
state-operated nmedical and health care facilities, public
school s, county health departnents, federally sponsored
community health centers, e+ teaching hospitals as defined in
s. 408.07, famly practice teaching hospitals as defined in s.

395. 805, or specialty hospitals for children as used in s.

409.9119. If in any given fiscal quarter there are
4
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1| insufficient funds in the trust fund to grant all eligible

2 | applicant requests, awards shall be based on the foll ow ng

3| priority of enployer: county health departnents; federally

4 | sponsored community health centers; state-operated nedical and
5| health care facilities; public schools; teaching hospitals as
6| defined in s. 408.07; fanmily practice teaching hospitals as

7| defined in s. 395.805; specialty hospitals for children as

8| used in s. 409.9119; and other hospitals, birth centers, and
9 | nursing hones.

10 (b) Al Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Trust Fund
11 | noneys shall be invested pursuant to s. 18.125. Interest

12 | incone accruing to that portion of the trust fund not natched
13 | shall increase the total funds avail able for |oan forgiveness
14 | and schol arshi ps. Pl edged contri butions shall not be eligible
15| for matching prior to the actual collection of the total

16 | private contribution for the year

17 (8) The Departnent of Health Eduecat+onr nmay solicit

18 | technical assistance relating to the conduct of this program
19 | fromthe Departnent of Educati on Heatth.

20 (9) The Departnent of Health Edueat+onr is authorized
21| to recover fromthe Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Trust

22| Fund its costs for administering the Nursing Student Loan

23 | Forgi veness Program

24 (10) The Departnent of Health Edueati+oenr nay adopt

25| rul es necessary to administer this program

26 (11) This section shall be inplenented only as

27 | specifically funded.

28 Section 2. Section 240.4076, Florida Statutes, is

29 | anended to read:

30 240. 4076 Nursing schol arship program --

31
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(1) There is established within the Departnent of
Heal t h Edueation a schol arship program for the purpose of
attracting capable and prom sing students to the nursing
pr of essi on.

(2) A scholarship applicant shall be enrolled as a
full-tine or part-tine student in the upper division of an
approved nursing programleading to the award of a
baccal aureate degree or graduate degree to qualify for a

nursing faculty position or as an er—any advanced regi stered

nurse practitioner degree or be enrolled as a full-tinme or
part-tinme student in an approved program | eading to the award
of an associ ate degree in nursing or—a—tptora—t+r—rursing.

(3) A scholarship may be awarded for no nore than 2
years, in an amount not to exceed $8,000 per year. However ,
regi stered nurses pursuing a graduate degree for a faculty

position or to practice as an advanced regi stered nurse

practitioner degree nmay receive up to $12,000 per year
Begi nning July 1, 1998, these anounts shall be adjusted by the
anount of increase or decrease in the consuner price index for
urban consuners published by the United States Departnment of
Commer ce.

(4) Credit for repaynent of a scholarship shall be as
foll ows:

(a) For each full year of schol arship assistance, the
recipient agrees to work for 12 nonths in a faculty position

in a college of nursing or community col |l ege nursing program

inthis state or at a health care facility in a nedically

underserved area as approved by the Departnent of Health
BEdueation. Schol arship recipients who attend school on a
part-tinme basis shall have their enploynent service obligation
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1| prorated in proportion to the anount of schol arship paynents

2 | received.

3 (b) Eligible health care facilities include nursing

4 | hones and hospitals in this state, state-operated nedical or

5| health care facilities, public schools, county health

6 | departnents, federally sponsored comunity health centers,

7| colleges of nursing in universities in this state, and

8 | comunity college nursing prograns in this state er—teaching

9 | hospitats—as—defined—+n—s—4088-06+ The recipient shall be

10 | encouraged to conplete the service obligation at a single

11 | enpl oynent site. |f continuous enploynent at the sane site is
12 | not feasible, the recipient may apply to the departnment for a
13 | transfer to another approved health care facility.

14 (c) Any recipient who does not conplete an appropriate
15 | program of studi es or who does not becone |icensed shall repay
16 | to the Departnent of Health Edueat+onr, on a schedule to be

17 | determined by the departnent, the entire anpunt of the

18 | scholarship plus 18 percent interest accruing fromthe date of
19 | the schol arshi p paynent. Moneys repaid shall be deposited into
20| the Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Trust Fund established in
21| s. 240.4075. However, the departnment may provide additiona

22 | tinme for repaynent if the departnent finds that circunstances
23 | beyond the control of the recipient caused or contributed to
24 | the default.

25 (d) Any recipient who does not accept enpl oynent as a
26 | nurse at an approved health care facility or who does not

27 | conplete 12 nonths of approved enpl oynent for each year of

28 | schol arshi p assi stance received shall repay to the Departnent
29 | of Health Edueati+oenr an anpbunt equal to two tines the entire

30 | anobunt of the scholarship plus interest accruing fromthe date
31| of the schol arship paynent at the maximum al |l owabl e i nterest
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rate pernitted by law. Repaynent shall be nade within 1 year
of notice that the recipient is considered to be in default.
However, the departnent may provide additional tinme for
repaynent if the departnent finds that circunstances beyond
the control of the recipient caused or contributed to the

def aul t.

(5) Schol arship paynents shall be transnmitted to the
reci pi ent upon recei pt of docunentation that the recipient is
enrolled in an approved nursing program The Departnent of
Heal t h Edueation shall develop a fornmula to prorate paynents
to scholarship recipients so as not to exceed the maxi mum
anount per academ c year

(6) The Departnent of Health Edueat+onr shall adopt
rules, including rules to address extraordi nary circunstances
that nay cause a recipient to default on either the schoo
enrol | rent or enploynent contractual agreement, to inplenent
this section and may solicit technical assistance relating to
the conduct of this programfromthe Departnent of Health.

(7) The Departnent of Health Edueat+onr is authorized
to recover fromthe Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Trust
Fund its costs for adninistering the nursing scholarship
program

Section 3. Al powers, duties, and functions, rules,

records, personnel, property, and unexpended bal ances of

appropriations, allocations, or other funds of the Departnent

of Education relating to the Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness

Program and the nursing schol arship programare transferred by

a type two transfer, as defined in s. 20.06(2), Florida
Statutes, to the Departnent of Health.
Section 4. Subsection (11) is added to section
240. 40201, Florida Statutes, to read:
8
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1 240. 40201 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship

2| Program - -

3 (11) Students who enroll full tine or part tine in

4 | nursing shall be given priority for a Florida Bright Futures
5| Schol ar shi p.

6 Section 5. Effective July 1, 2003, section 464. 005,

7| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

8 464. 005 Board headquarters.--The board shall maintain
9]its official headquarters in Tall ahassee the—eity—in—which—+t
10 | has—been—domecitedtor—thepast—5—years

11 Section 6. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 464. 008,
12| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

13 464. 008 Licensure by exam nation. --

14 (1) Any person desiring to be licensed as a registered
15| nurse or licensed practical nurse shall apply to the

16 | departnent to take the |licensure exanmination. The departnent
17 | shall examni ne each applicant who:

18 (a) Has conpleted the application formand renitted a
19 | fee set by the board not to exceed $150 and has remtted an
20 | exami nation fee set by the board not to exceed $75 plus the
21| actual per applicant cost to the departnent for purchase of
22 | the exanmi nation fromthe National Council of State Boards of
23| Nursing or a simlar national organization

24 (b) Has provided sufficient information on or after
25| Cctober 1, 1989, which nust be submitted by the departnent for
26 | a statewide crimnal records correspondence check through the
27 | Departnent of Law Enforcenent.

28 (c) |Is in good nental and physical health, is a

29 | recipient of a high school diplom or the equivalent, and has
30| conpleted the requirenents for graduation from an approved

31| program or its equivalent as deternined by the board,for the
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1| preparation of registered nurses or |icensed practical nurses,
2 | whichever is applicable. Courses successfully conpleted in a
3 | professional nursing programwhich are at | east equivalent to
4| a practical nursing program may be used to satisfy the

5| education requirenents for licensure as a |icensed practica

6 | nurse.

7 (d) Has the ability to comrunicate in the English

8 |  anguage, which may be determ ned by an exami nation given by
9 | the departnent.

10 (2) Each applicant who passes the exanination and

11 | provides proof of neeting the educational requirenents

12 | specified in subsection (1) graduat-on—f+roman—apptoved

13 | aurstng—program shal |, unl ess denied pursuant to s. 464. 018,
14 | be entitled to licensure as a regi stered professional nurse or
15 ] a licensed practical nurse, whichever is applicable.

16 Section 7. Section 464.009, Florida Statutes, is

17 | anended to read:

18 464. 009 Licensure by endorsenent. --

19 (1) The departnent shall issue the appropriate |license
20 | by endorsenent to practice professional or practical nursing
21| to an applicant who, upon applying to the departnent and

22 | renitting a fee set by the board not to exceed $100,

23 | denonstrates to the board that he or she:

24 (a) Holds a valid license to practice professional or
25 | practical nursing in another state of the United States,

26 | provi ded that, when the applicant secured his or her origina
27 | license, the requirenents for licensure were substantially

28 | equivalent to or nore stringent than those existing in Florida
29| at that tine; or

30 (b) Meets the qualifications for licensure in s.

31| 464. 008 and has successfully conpleted a state, regional, or
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nati onal exanination which is substantially equivalent to or
nore stringent than the exanination given by the departnent.

(2) Such exami nations and requirenents from ot her
states shall be presuned to be substantially equivalent to or
nore stringent than those in this state. Such presunption
shall not arise until January 1, 1980. However, the board may,
by rule, specify states the exaninations and requirenents of
whi ch shall not be presuned to be substantially equivalent to
those of this state.

(3) The applicant nust subnmit to the departnent a set

of fingerprints on a formand under procedures specified by

the departnent, along with a paynent in an anmount equal to the

costs incurred by the Departnent of Health for the crinina

background check of the applicant. The Departnent of Health

shall submit the fingerprints provided by the applicant to the

Fl orida Departnment of Law Enforcenent for a statewi de crinina

hi story check, and the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent

shall forward the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of

I nvestigation for a national crininal history check of the

applicant. The Departnent of Health shall review the results

of the crimnal history check, issue a license to an applicant

who has net all of the other requirenents for |icensure and

has no crinminal history, and shall refer all applicants with

crimnal histories back to the board for determ nation as to

whet her a |icense should be i ssued and under what conditi ons.

(4) 3y The departnment shall not issue a |license by
endorsenent to any applicant who is under investigation in
another state for an act which would constitute a violation of
this part or chapter 456 until such tine as the investigation

is conplete, at which tine the provisions of s. 464.018 shal

appl y.
11
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(5) The departnent shall develop an electronic

applicant notification process and provide electronic

notification when the application has been recei ved and when

background screeni ngs have been conpleted, and shall issue a

license within 30 days after conpletion of all required data

collection and verification. This 30-day period to i ssue a

license shall be tolled if the applicant nust appear before

the board due to information provided on the application or

obt ai ned through screening and data coll ection and

verification procedures.
Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 464.0205, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

464. 0205 Retired volunteer nurse certificate.--

(1) Any retired practical or registered nurse desiring
to serve indigent, underserved, or critical need popul ations
inthis state may apply to the departnent for a retired
vol unteer nurse certificate by providing:

(a) A conplete application.

b—-An—appH-—cation—and—processingfee—of—$25-

(b)te)y Verification that the applicant had been
licensed to practice nursing in any jurisdiction in the United
States for at least 10 years, had retired or plans to retire,
intends to practice nursing only pursuant to the limtations
provided by the retired volunteer nurse certificate, and has
not conmitted any act that would constitute a violation under
s. 464.018(1).

(c) td)y Proof that the applicant nmeets the requirenents
for licensure under s. 464.008 or s. 464.009.

Section 9. Except as otherw se provided herein, this
act shall take effect July 1, 2001

12

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1843
601- 187-01

l EE R b A b b S I b I S S b b S S I b S b

2 HOUSE SUVMMARY

3
Transfers the Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Program

4 fromthe Departnent of Education to theé Departnent of
Heal th. Includes public schools, famly ﬂractlce t eachi ng

5 hospitals, and specialty hospitals for children as
eligible tacilities under the program  Exenpts such

6 facilities fromthe fund-matchi ng requirenents of the
program

7

8 Transfers the nursing scholarship programfromthe
Departnent of Education to the Departitent of Health.

9 Provi des requirenments under the programfor students
seeking to guallfy for a nursing faculty position and

10 receive credit for work in such™a position. |ncludes
nursi ng hones, hospitals, public schools, colleges of

11 nursing, and conmunity col |l ege nursing prograns as

12 eligible facilities under thé program

13 Transfers powers, duties, functions, rules, records,
personnel, property, and appropriations and ot her funds

14 relating to the Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Program
and the nursing scholarship programfromthe Departnent

15 of Education to the Departnent of Health.

16
Grants nursing students priority in receiving a Florida

17 Bri ght FutureS Schol arshi p.

18 . .
Provides for future relocation of the headquarters of the

19 Board of Nursing. Revises education requirenents for
nursing |icensure by exam nation. Revises requirenents.

20 for nursing licensure by endorsenent. Requires subm ssion
of fingerprints for a crimnal history check and a fee to

21 cover the costs of such check. Provides for an electronic
applicant notification process. Deletes the application

22 and processing fee for apPllcants for a retired vol unteer

93 nurse certificate. See bill for details.

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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