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By the Conmittee on Workforce & Technical Skills and
Representati ves Andrews, Bennett, Baker, Fields, Mirnman
Mel vin, Bendross-M ndingall and Greenstein

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to technol ogi cal and econonic

3 devel opnent; creating s. 288.9521, F.S.

4 creating the Sunshine State Conmi ssion on

5 Intell ectual Capital, Product Design, and

6 Commerci al i zation; providing for nenbership;

7 provi di ng purposes; requiring the conm ssion to

8 devel op a plan; requiring an annual report to

9 the Legislature; providing comr ssion goals;

10 providing for an executive director and staff;

11 providing an effective date.

12

13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

14

15 Section 1. Section 288.9521, Florida Statutes, is

16 | created to read:

17 288.9521 Sunshine State Conmission on Intellectua

18 | Capital, Product Design, and Conmercialization.--

19 (1) The Sunshine State Commi ssion on Intellectua
20| Capital, Product Design, and Commercialization is created
21 | within the Executive Ofice of the Governor. Menbers of the
22 | comm ssion shall consist of the Governor, the chair of the
23| Florida Board of Education or his or her designee, the chair
24 | of the Education K-20 Policy and Research Conm ssion, the
25 | presidents of the public and private research universities in
26 | this state or their appointees, and the chairs of Enterprise
27| Florida, Inc., and Workforce Florida, Inc. In addition, the
28 | Governor shall appoint seven chief executive officers of
29 | exi sting conpani es or heads of fornmer conpani es known for new
30| initiatives and three heads of existing venture capita
31| conpanies to the commission. Al comi ssion nenbers shall be
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appoi nted no |later than Novenber 1, 2001. The conmmi ssi on may

create and di ssolve advisory conmittees, working groups, and

task forces as necessary to carry out the duties and

responsibilities of the comm ssion. Such advisory conmittees,

wor ki ng groups, and task forces nmay consist of conm ssion

nenbers and other persons with know edge and expertise rel ated

to the conmittee, group, or task force created. The

conm ssion shall nmeet at least triannually.

(2) The purposes of the comm ssion shall be to foster

and facilitate technol ogy-based research and t he enhancenent

of intellectual capital, the pronotion of product devel opnent

and commercialization, and the creation of new conpani es and

expansi on of existing conpanies located within this state to

the fullest extent possible. The commission shall also

devel op a plan which shall include reconrendati ons to address

the following and all related issues:

(a) Targeting industrial devel opnent in areas of

particul ar pronise for Florida.

(b) Facilitating the coll aboration between state

universities, state agencies, and the private sector for

conducting research and accel erating the transfer and

commerciali zati on of technology and intell ectual products into

the private sector, including deternmning the extent to which

provisions ins. 112.313 create barriers to technol ogy

transfer.
(c) Recommending to the Legislature and the Florida

Board of Education any funding and initiatives to enhance

uni versity-based or university-affiliated scientific and

technical research in areas with potential to create

top-tiered enploynent in Florida's econony, recruit

out standi ng university research faculty who have denonstrated
2
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an expertise and an excellence in research, and devel op

wor | d-cl ass research facilities.

(d) Pronoting collaboration among nultiple

universities on research projects so that the synergies of

Florida's research universities can support the devel opnent

and achi evenent of the industrial and econonic goals of the

state.
(e) Ensuring that appropriate business, financial, and

techni cal assistance is available in the early, high-risk

stages of devel opnent.

(f) ldentifying opportunities and nobilizing state

efforts to establish governnent and private sector supported

research | abs.

(g) ldentifying and reporting to the Ofice of

Wor kf orce and Econoni c Devel opnent of the Conmi ssioner of

Educati on specific acadeni c and vocational training prograns

that produce the skilled workforce necessary for targeted

i ndustri es.
(h) Building strong and | ong-term partnershi ps anong

wor | dwi de i ndustries, Florida's universities, and vocati ona

training prograns so that all are strengthened.

(i) Devel oping incentive nechani sms and perfornmance

neasures for the activities by universities, vocationa

training prograns, and ot her governnent prograns that support

t echnol ogy- based i ndustry.

(j) Building an entrepreneurial culture in Florida's

universities and state agencies that supports and nurtures

technol ogy transfer and the formation of new products and

conpani es.
(k) Coordinating comm ssion efforts with Enterprise

Florida, Inc., Workforce Florida, Inc., the Agency for
3
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VWor kf orce I nnovation, the Florida Board of Education, the

Educati on K-20 Policy and Research Conmi ssion, and the state's

post secondary educational institutions.

(3) The commission shall provide to the President of

the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, no

| at er than Decenber 31, 2002, and each year thereafter, an

annual report of the activities and acconplishnents of the

conm ssion and participating businesses and institutions. The

report shall include: the plan required pursuant to subsection

(2); a description of activities such as the patenting and

licensing of intellectual property by participating

universities, state agencies, and busi nesses; the production

of graduates fromprograns as a result of targeted efforts;

and the activities of business-education coll aborations. The

report shall describe and evaluate the inpact of comn ssion

and legislative initiatives to pronote the devel opnent of new

technology in this state and recommend new or anended

initiatives. The report shall al so describe and eval uate

exi sting prograns that support small busi nesses and determ ne

if new prograns are needed or if existing prograns should be

i mproved, consolidated, or organized differently.

(4 Aninitial effort of the comi ssion shall be to

eval uate alternative approaches needed to facilitate

technol ogy transfer. The conmi ssion shall exam ne existing

initiatives in this state, other states, and other countries

that include collaboration anong rmultiple universities,

policies and initiatives for pronoting collaboration and

resolving disputes over intellectual property rights, and

other related issues. Finally, the comi ssion shall develop a

set of criteria for targeting and fundi ng enhancenents to

uni versities and vocational prograns.
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1 (5) An executive director of the commission shall be

2 | appoi nted by and serve at the pleasure of the commission. The

3| executive director shall enploy persons sufficient to staff

4 | the conmission as deened necessary and appropriate to carry

5] out the comrission's responsibilities and functions.

6 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

711 aw
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10 HOUSE SUMVARY

11 _ .
Creates the Sunshine State Conm ssion on Intell ectua

12 Capital, Product DESIPH, and Commercialization to foster
and facilitate technology-based research and the

13 enhancenent of intellectual capital, the pronotion of
product devel opnent and commercialization, and the

14 creation of new conpani es and expansi on of existing
conpani es located within this state. See bill for

15 detail s.
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