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Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 1848

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care; and
Senator Brown-\Waite

317-1859-01
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to public records; providing an
exenption fromthe public records |aw for
information that identifies the claimnt or
case nunber in certain proceedings involving a
nursing hone or assisted living facility and
that is provided to the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration as required by |law, providing an
exenption fromthe public-records |aw for
reports of liability clains involving nursing
hones that are provided to the Agency for
Health Care Administration as required by | aw
providing a finding of public necessity;
providing a contingent effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Any portion of a docunent identifying the

cl ai mant or case nunber of a claimor civil action that

results in a final judgnent, arbitration decision, order

i njunction, nediation agreenent, or settlenent that involves a

nursing hone or assisted living facility and that is provided

to the Agency for Health Care Adninistration as required under
section 400.023(7) or section 400.429(8), Florida Statutes, is
confidential and exenpt from section 119.07(1), Florida
Statutes, and Section 24(a) of Article | of the State
Constitution. This exenption is subject to the Open Gover nnent

Sunset Revi ew Act of 1995 in accordance with section 119. 15,
Florida Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2006,
unl ess revi ewed and saved fromrepeal through reenactnent by

the Legi sl ature.
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Section 2. The information contained in any report of

liability clains against nursing hones provided to the Agency

for Health Care Adninistration as required under section

400. 147(9), Florida Statutes, is confidential and exenpt from
section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section 24(a) of
Article | of the State Constitution. This exenption is subject

to the Open Governnment Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance

with section 119.15, Florida Statutes, and shall stand

repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2006, unless reviewed and saved from

repeal through reenactnent by the Legi sl ature.

Section 3. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity to protect the identity of those persons who may

have recei ved conpensati on pursuant to arbitration, nediation

or litigation involving a nursing hone or assisted |iving

facility. The Legislature finds that it is not in the best

interest of potentially vulnerable individuals for such

information to be readily available to those who m ght use the

information to take advantage of or prey upon such

i ndividuals. Accordingly, the Legislature finds that the harm

to the public which would result fromthe rel ease of such

i nformati on substantially outweighs any nmininmal public benefit

derived therefrom The Legislature also finds that nonthly

reports of liability clains against nursing hones which are

provided to the Agency for Health care Admi nistration contain

prelimnary allegations that nay not possess nerit.

Accordingly, the Legislature finds that the harmto nursing

hones due to the rel ease of such prelinmnary information

substantially outweighs any mnimal public benefit derived

t herefrom
Section 4. This act shall take effect on the date
Committee Substitute for Conmttee Substitute for Senate Bil
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1202, relating to long-termcare, or sinilar |egislation
becones a | aw, and shall not take effect if such |legislation
does not beconme a | aw

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1848

The Committee Substitute for SB 1848 anends the bill to

i ncl de |njunct|ons in the |st of resolved clains or civil
actl ons provi ded to AHCA that are confidential and exenpt from
the Public Records Law. The bill is also anended to nmake
reports of liabil { clalns agaln st nursing homes exenpt fr
the Public Records aw. The bill is further anended to. prov |de
l egislative intent for naklng reports of liability clains
agai nst nursing hones exenpt fromthe Public Records Law
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