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1 Senate Joint Resol uti on No.

2 A joint resolution proposing an anmendnment to

3 Section 11 of Article V of the State

4 Constitution, relating to judicial vacancies,

5 to provide a nethod for filling such vacancies

6 and to require judicial noninating conm ssion

7 proceedi ngs to be public.

8

9| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 That the anendnent to Section 11 of Article V of the
12| State Constitution set forth belowis agreed to and shall be
13 | subnmitted to the electors of Florida for approval or rejection
14 | at the next general election or at an earlier special election
15| specifically authorized by |aw for that purpose:

16 ARTI CLE V

17 JUDI Cl ARY

18 SECTION 11. Vacanci es. - -

19 (a) Whenever a vacancy occurs in a judicial office to
20 | which election for retention applies, the governor shall fill
21 | the vacancy by noninating and appointing, by and with the
22 | advice and consent of the senate,for a termending on the
23| first Tuesday after the first Mnday in January of the year
24 | followi ng the next general election occurring at |east one
25| year after the date of appointnment, a person approved as
26 | eli gi bl e ere—of-rnoet—fewer—thanthree—persons—hor—nore—than—Stx
27 | persons—hofinated by the appropriate judicial nominating
28 | commi ssi on.
29 (b) The governor shall fill each vacancy on a circuit
30| court or on a county court —whereirn—thejudges—are—etectetby
31 | amajor+ty—vote—of—the—electors;-by appointing for a term

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

da gﬁnate - 2001 SJR 1860

ending on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in January
of the year following the next primary and general election
occurring at |east one year after the date of appointnent a
person approved as eli gi bl e;—ene—of—rnot—Fewner—than—three
persons—hor—ptre—than—stx—persons—hofinated by the appropriate

judicial nomnating comrission. An election shall be held to

fill that judicial office for the termof the office beginning
at the end of the appointed term

(c) The eligibility approval s nemnations shall be
certified to the governor by the judicial nomnating

conmi ssion fade within thirty days fromthe occurrence of a
vacancy unless the period is extended by the governor for a
time not to exceed thirty days. The governor shall nake the
noni nati on appotrntwent wWithin sixty days after the eligibility
approval s nemnatiens have been certified to the governor. The
nom nation shall be transnmitted to the senate with the

governor's signature. If the senate is not in session at the

time the governor transmits the nonination, the senate nay

call itself into session, by proclamation of the senate

president or as otherwi se provided by its rules, to consider

the nomination. If the senate is not in session during the 30

days foll owing the governor's transni ssion of a judicial

noni nati on and does not convene within that 30-day period, the

nom nati on shall be deened confirned. If the senate is in

session at any tinme during such 30 days and does not confirm

the nomination by mapjority vote of senators voting on the

guestion within such 30 days, the nomi nation is rejected,

unless the rules of the senate in effect imediately prior to

t he nomi nation provide for confirmation in such circunstances.

A person nomnated to judicial office and rejected by the
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1| senate is not eligible for nonmination to any judicial office
2l until the next follow ng general election

3 (d) There shall be a separate judicial nominating

4 | conmission as provided by general |law for the suprene court,
5| each district court of appeal, and each judicial circuit for
6|all trial courts within the circuit. Uniformrules of

7 | procedure shall be established by the executive office of the
8 | gover nor thejutecrat—romnating——conmmi-sstons—at—each—tevetl—of
9 | the—eourt—system Such rules, or any part thereof, may be

10 | repeal ed by joint resol uti on adopted genera—tawenacted by a
11 | mpjority vote of the nenbership of each house of the

12 | | egi sl at ur e;—er—by—the—suprere—court—Hvejustieces

13 | eoneur+ring. Except—tor—detberations—of—thejudiecial

14 | nomnating—eonmi-sstons—The proceedi ngs of the conm ssions and
15| their records shall be open to the public. Each conmi ssion

16 | shall approve and certify to the governor a list of al

17 | eligible applicants for a judicial vacancy and a report

18 | containing any information required by the rules of procedure
19| or general law, in addition to any other infornmation that the
20 | conmi ssion deens useful to the governor in filling the

21 | vacancy.

22 CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT

23 ARTI CLE V, SECTION 11

24 FI LLI NG VACANCI ES I N JUDI Cl AL OFFI CE; JUDI CI AL

25 | NOM NATI NG COW SSI ON PROCEEDI NGS PUBLI C. - - Proposi ng an

26 | anendnent to the State Constitution under which vacancies in
27 | judicial office are filled by gubernatorial nomi nees fromthe
28 | list of all eligible applicants subnitted by the respective
29 | nonminating comi ssion, confirnmed by the Senate. Noninations
30 | made when the Senate is not in session would be deened

31| confirnmed; those made when it is in session but not confirned
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within a given tine would be rejected. Additionally, al
conmmi ssi on proceedi ngs, including deliberations, would be
public.
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