ENRCLLED

2001 Legislature HB 1897, First Engrossed

1

2 An act relating to Ckal oosa County; anendi ng

3 ch. 90-412, Laws of Florida; changing the nane

4 of the Fort Walton Beach Area Bridge Authority

5 to the Enerald Coast Bridge Authority; reducing

6 t he nunber of nenbers of the authority from

7 seven to five; anending the nethod of

8 appoi nt nent of nenbers of the authority;

9 changi ng the date by which the authority shal

10 prepare and subnit a budget; requiring the

11 board of county conmi ssioners to examnine the

12 budget in good faith; providing that this act

13 does not abrogate current obligations and

14 liabilities; providing an effective date

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17

18 Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 90-412, Laws of

19| Florida, is anended to read:
20 Section 1. Purpose.--There is hereby created in
21 | kal oosa County a dependent special district, to be known as
22 | the Eneral d Coast fFert—VWatten—Beach—Area Bridge Authority,
23| fornerly known as the Fort VWl ton Beach Area Bridge Authority,
24 | for the purpose of planning, constructing, operating, and
25| mai ntaining a bridge or bridges transversi ng Choct awhat chee
26 | Bay or Santa Rosa Sound, or both, and access roads to the
27 | bridge or bridges.
28 Section 2. Section 2 of chapter 90-412, Laws of
29| Florida, is anended to read:
30 Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act, the
31| term
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(1) "Authority" nmeans the Enerald Coast Fert—\&tton
Beach—Area Bridge Authority created pursuant to section 1 of
this act.

(2) "Bonds" neans bonds, debentures, notes,
certificates of indebtedness, nortgage certificates, or other
obligations or evidences of indebtedness of any type or
character.

(3) "Revenue bonds" neans obligations of the authority
whi ch are payable fromrevenue derived from sources other than
ad valoremtaxes on real or tangi ble personal property and
whi ch do not pledge the property, credit, or general tax
revenue of the authority.

(4) "Refunding bonds" neans bonds issued to refinance
out st andi ng bonds of any type and the interest and redenption
prem um t hereon. Refunding bonds are issuable and payable in
t he sanme nmanner as the refinanced bonds, except that approval
by the electorate is not required unless required by the State
Consti tution.

(5) "Systenm neans the bridge or bridges transversing
the Santa Rosa Sound or the Choctawhatchee Bay to be
constructed pursuant to this act, together with all additions,
i mprovenents, connections, extensions, approaches, streets,
roads, avenues of access, and transportation facilities
appurtenant to the bridge or bridges.

Section 3. Section 3 of chapter 90-412, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:

Section 3. Menbership; terns of office; officers
guorum neetings; renoval. --

(1) The authority consists of five sever nenbers. Not

fewer than three feur of the nenbers nust be residents of the

area extendi ng west from East Pass Bridge to the boundary |ine

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N D WwNPRER O

ENROLLED
2001 Legislature HB 1897, First Engrossed

bet ween Santa Rosa County and Ckal oosa County, and north to
the Eglin Reservation.

(2) The CGovernor shall appoint thtee nenbers of the
aut hor i t y;—ant—the—Beard—of —County—Comni-ssi-oners—of —Ckaloosa

vote—of—theboard. Wth respect to the initial appointnents
to the authority, the Governor shall appoint one nenber to a
1-year term ard—two—rerbers—to—4—year—terus,—and—theboardof

county—comr-sstoners—shaH—appoint two nmenbers to 2-year
terns, one nenber to a 3-year termand one nenber two—trerbers

to a 4-year termtersrs. The initial appointnments nust be nade

within 3 nonths after the effective date of this act. Upon
expiration of an initial termof office, the termof office
for the successor to that office is 4 years. Each term
expires on June 30 in the year of expiration of the term

(3) The district secretary engineer for the district
of the Departnment of Transportation in which Ckal oosa County
is located is an ex officio menber of the authority but has no
voting privileges.

(4) (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), any
vacancy in office nust be filled by the Governor er—theBeard

for the balance of the term In such cases, the appointnment
nmust be nade by—the—approptiate—entity not |ater than 30 days
after the office becones vacant.

(b) If a nenber of the authority becones a
constitutional officer of a county, the nenber ceases to be a
nmenber of the authority as of such tine, and the Governor
shal | appoi nt another nenber to serve the renmining term of
office. A resignation fromthe constitutional office does not
operate to restore such person to nenbership on the authority.
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(5) A nenber may be renpved by the Governor, but only

for grounds constituting m sfeasance, neglect of duty,
i nconpetence, permanent inability to performofficial duties,
or conmi ssion of a felony. The unexcused failure to attend
t hree consecutive regular neetings of the authority is deened
negl ect of duty, without limting the neaning of that term

(6) A person who has transacted business with the
authority is not eligible for appointnent to the authority
until 3 years after the last transaction of business with the
authority. A person who has served on the authority is not
eligible to transact business with the authority until 3 years
after his or her last date of service on the authority. Such
transactions include transactions either for oneself or as an
enpl oyee of, agent for, or consultant to any other person or
| egal entity.

(7) A chairman, vice chairnman, and secretary-treasurer
nmust be chosen by and fromthe authority nenbership. The
terns of office for the chairnman, vice chairnman, and
secretary-treasurer is 1 year, and a nenber may not hold the
sane office for nore than two consecutive terns.

(8) A quorumof the authority consists of three four

nenbers, and action nust be taken by mpjority vote.

(9) A nenber, officer, agent, or enployee of the
authority, either for hinself or herself or as agent for
anyone el se, or as a stockholder or owner in any other |egal
entity, must not participate or benefit directly or indirectly
in or fromany sale, purchase, |ease, franchise, contract, or
ot her transaction, entered into by the authority. The
provi sions of this subsection are cunulative to any general
| aws of the state which are fromtine to tine applicable to
nmenbers, officers, agents, or enployees of the authority and
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which require the disclosure of, or prohibit, conflicts of
i nterest.
Section 4. Section 4 of chapter 90-412, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:
Section 4. Powers.--The Fort \Walton Beach Area Bridge
Authority, now known as the Enerald Coast Bridge Authority,

atthor+ty has all power and authority necessary, convenient,
or desirable to acconplish the purposes of this act,
including, without limtation, the power to:

(1) Enter into contracts, and sue and be sued in its
own nane;

(2) Enploy necessary personnel, including the
appoi nt nent of an executive director, and prescribe their
duti es and sal ari es;

(3) Adopt a budget annually, and anend it during the
fiscal year;

(4) Adopt rules for the regulation of its affairs and
the conduct of its business and rules for the operation of the
system and enforce and adnminister all such rules;

(5) Adopt and alter an official seal

(6) Mintain an office within the Eneral d Coast Fert
Vatton—Beach area of Ckal oosa County;

(7) Plan for and study the feasibility of

constructing, operating, and maintaining a bridge or bridges
transversi ng Choct awhat chee Bay or Santa Rosa Sound, or both,
and access roads to such bridge or bridges, including studying
the environnental and economic feasibility of such bridge or
bri dges and access roads, and such other transportation
facilities that beconme part of the system -

(8) Construct, operate, and naintain the system
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(9) Coordinate and encourage public and private
devel opnent in connection with the system

(10) Construct, acquire, repair, and operate any
publ i c devel opnent or project covered in this act, or
coordi nate any of the foregoi ng anong ot her gover nnent al
agenci es;

(11) Acquire, construct, reconstruct, equip, inprove,
mai ntain, and repair the systemor any portion thereof within
its area of operation;

(12) Fix, charge, and collect fees, tolls, rents, and
charges for the use of the system any part thereof, and any
facilities furnished thereby, and of any property under its
control, and pledge such revenue to the paynent of revenue
bonds issued by the authority;

(13) Accept grants and donations of any type of
property, |abor, and other things of value frompublic and
private sources, and expend the funds of the authority for
public purposes in its area of operation as a part of and in
cooperation with the systemor any portion thereof;

(14) Acquire, by purchase, on such terns and
conditions and in such manner as it considers proper, and own,
convey, and ot herw se di spose of, and | ease as | essor and
| essee, any | and and any other property, real or personal
reasonably necessary in furtherance of its powers under this
act, and grant and acquire |licenses, easenents, and options
Wi th respect thereto;

(15) Exercise the power of eninent dommin pursuant to
chapters 73 and 74, Florida Statutes;

(16) Borrow noney as provided by the State Bond Act;

(17) Enploy or contract for technical experts,
consultants, or other staff considered necessary and deternine
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their qualifications, duties, and conpensation, and appoint
any advisory comittee considered necessary;

(18) Pay operating and debt service costs of the
aut hority;

(19) Enter into and nmake | ease-purchase agreenents
with the Departnent of Transportation until any bonds secured
by a pledge of rentals hereunder and any refundi ngs thereof
are fully paid as to both principal and interest; and

(20) Contract for any or all services and duties as

provided in this act; and

(21)¢26) Do all acts necessary in order to carry out
t he purposes of this act.
Section 5. Section 6 of chapter 90-412, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:
Section 6. Budget.--
(1) By Decenber 1, 2001 1996, the authority shal
prepare an annual budget for the fiscal year, pursuant to

subsection (2), and shall submit by that date such budget to
the Board of County Conmm ssioners of Ckal oosa County for
approval as provided in subsection (2). A public hearing nust
be held on such budget prior to its subnission to the board of
county comm ssioners. For all fiscal years thereafter, the
procedure and tine limts in subsection (2) apply.

(2)(a) Prior to preparation of the annual budget as
provided in paragraph (b), the authority shall devel op an
annual proposed budget according to the provisions set forth
in this section, by May of each year, for a public hearing
before the citizens of Okal oosa County.

(b) The authority, in each fiscal year, shall prepare
an annual budget for operating revenue accounts and operating
expense accounts and such other accounts as the board of
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county conmmi ssioners prescribes, for its operations in the
ensui ng fiscal year and, on or before the first day of June of
each year, the chairnman of the authority shall submit such
budget to the board of county commissioners. The fiscal year
for the authority is concurrent with the fiscal year of

Ckal oosa County. At the tine the authority prepares its
annual budget, it shall adopt a resol ution deternning and
finding the estimated amounts to be expended by the authority
in the ensuing year, exclusive of any bonds or other
obligations of the authority, for acquiring, establishing,
constructing, enlarging, operating, and maintaining the
system or for any other corporate purpose of the authority. A
certified copy of the resolution nust be submitted to the
board of county conmissioners at the sane tine that it subnmits
its annual budget.

(c) The board of county conmi ssioners shall, in good
faith,exanine the budget and the certified copy of the
resolution and nmay i ncrease or reduce the total anount
request ed under the provisions in the budget and resol ution
for the expenditures in such an anount as the board of county
conmmi ssioners determ nes appropriate. The board of county
conmi ssi oners nust approve the budget of the authority, either
as subnmitted or as increased or reduced, as aforesaid.

(d) Any budget anendnent adopted by the authority
whi ch increases the total budget nmust be approved by the board
of county comm ssioners prior to its beconing effective.

(e) Al anticipated revenues to be derived fromthe
operation of the systemnust be included in the budget of the
authority. However, any noneys, including funds in the
authority's budget for the preceding fiscal year, which remain
unexpended fromthe revenue derived under the budget for the
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preceding fiscal year may, by resolution duly adopted by the
authority and approved by the board of county commi ssioners,
be set aside in a separate fund, to be known and described as
a "renewal and replacenent fund," and accunulated in that fund
fromyear to year for the purposes of purchasing real property
and tangi bl e personal property and building and constructing
per manent i nprovenents, replacenents, alterations, buildings,
and ot her structures; and such funds nay be di sbursed from
time to tinme out of the renewal and replacenent fund, upon
proper resolution of the authority and approval by the board
of county comm ssioners, and solely for the paynent of the
cost of purchasing real property and tangible persona

property and buil ding and constructi ng pernmanent inprovenents,
repl acenents, alterations, buildings, and other structures.

(f) The authority shall adopt budget procedures to
establish the direct costs and the indirect costs of operating
and nmai ntaining the authority and the system as well as the
direct income derived therefrom

(g) The authority may accept funds fromany public
body or any other entity in order to operate prior to the
begi nning of the first fiscal year of the authority.

Section 6. Nothing in this act shall abrogate the

authority's obligations and liabilities.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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