Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1905

By the Conmittee on Transportation and Representative
Russel |

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Transportation Qutreach

3 Program anending s. 339.137, F.S.; revising

4 definitions; anending criteria for program

5 eligibility; directing the advisory council to

6 devel op net hodol ogy for ranking and

7 prioritizing project proposals; directing the

8 Fl orida Transportation Conmission to reviewthe

9 proposed project list before submittal to the

10 Legi sl ature; providing an effective date

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13

14 Section 1. Section 339.137, Florida Statutes, is

15 | anended to read:

16 339. 137 Transportation Qutreach Program (TOP)

17 | supporting econom c devel opnent; adninistration; definitions;
18 | eligible projects; Transportation Qutreach Program (TOP)

19 | advi sory council created; limtations; funding.--
20 (1) There is created within the Departnent of
21| Transportation, a Transportation Qutreach Program (TOP)
22 | dedicated to funding transportation projects of a high
23| priority based on the prevartng principles of preservingthe
24 | existipg—transpoertatien—infrastrueturer-enhancing Florida's
25| economic growth and conpetitiveness in national and
26 | international narkets; pronoting internodal transportation
27 | linkages for passengers and freight; and inproving travel
28 | choices to ensure efficient and cost-conpetitive nobility for
29| Florida citizens, visitors, services, and goods.
30 (2) For purposes of this section, words and phrases
31| shall have the foll owi ng neanings:
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tb) Economi c growt h and conpetitiveness. --Ensuring
that state transportation investnents pronpte econonic
activities which result in devel opnent or retention of incone
generative industries which increase per capita earned incone
in the state, and that such investnents inprove the state's
econom ¢ conpetitiveness.

(b)te)y Mobility.--Ensuring a cost-effective,
statew de, interconnected transportation system

(c)td)y The term"regionally significant transportation
proj ect ef—eri+tiecal—concern” neans a transportation facility
i mprovenent project located in one or nore counties couhty

whi ch provides significant enhancenent of econonic devel opnent
opportunities in that regi on an—adierning—counrty—or—counties

route

(3) Transportation Qutreach Program projects may be

proposed by any | ocal governnment, regional organization

econom ¢ devel opnent board, public or private partnership,

netropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on, state agency, or other

entity engaged in economni c devel opnent activities.
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1 (4) 3> Proposed EHgibte projects that neet the

2| mnimumeligibility threshold include those for planning,

3| designing, acquiring rights-of-way for, or constructing the
4| foll ow ng:

5 (a) Major highway inprovenents to: -

6 1. The Florida Intrastate H ghway System

7 2. Major roads and feeder roads which provide |inkages
8|to the Florida Intrastate H ghway System majer—highways

9 3. Bridges of statew de or regional significance.

10 4. Trade and econoni c devel opnent corri dors.

11 5. Access projects for freight and passengers.

12 6—Hdurricane—evacuati-on—routes—

13 (b) Major public transportation projects: —

14 1. Seaport projects which inprove cargo and passenger
15 | novenents or connect the seaports to other nopdes of

16 | transportati on.

17 2. Aviation projects which increase passenger

18 | enpl anenents and cargo activity or connect airports to other
19 | nodes of transportation.

20 3. Transit projects which inprove nobility on

21 | interstate highways, er—whieh inprove regional or |localized
22 | travel, or connect to other nodes of transportation.

23 4., Rail projects that facilitate the novenent of

24 | passengers and cargo, including ancillary pedestrian

25| facilities, or connect rail facilities to other nopdes of

26 | transportation.

27 5. Spaceport Florida Authority projects which inprove
28 | space transportation capacity and facilities consistent with
29 | the provisions of s. 331.360.

30 6—Bieyecte—andpedestr+an—Ffact-ities—that—add—to—or
31 | enhance—a——statewde—systemof—pubHectra-t+s—
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(c) Hi ghway and bridge projects that facilitate
retention and expansion of nilitary installations, or that
facilitate reuse and devel opnent of any military base
designated for closure by the Federal Governnent.

Each proposed project nust be able to docunent that it

pronmotes economi ¢ growh and conpetitiveness, as defined in

par agraph (2)(a).

(5) |In addition to the above minimumeligibility

requi renents, each proposed project nust conply with the

following eligibility criteria:

(a) The project or project phase sel ected can be nade

production-ready within a 5-year period followi ng the end of

the current fiscal year.

(b) The project is consistent with a current

transportati on system plan such as the Florida Intrastate

H ghway System aviation, internodal/rail, seaport, spaceport,

or transit system pl ans.

(c) The project is not inconsistent with an approved

| ocal conprehensive plan of any |ocal governnment within whose

boundaries the project is located in whole or in part, or, if

i nconsistent, is acconpani ed by an expl anati on of why the

proj ect shoul d be undertaken.

(d) The project involves two or nore nodes of

transportation, or can docurment that it will have a

signi fi cant economic benefit in two or nore counti es.

One or nore of the mnimumcriteria listed in paragraphs

(a)-(d) nay be waived for a regionally significant

transportati on project.
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(6)5)r The following criteria shall be used

nd I o . b I
feHHowng—rrechant-sis to prioritize the eligible proposed

proj ects:

(a) The project nust pronpte econonic growh and

conpet i ti veness. Economec—devetoprent—retated—transportation

(b) The project nust pronpte internodal transportation
| i nkages for passengers and frei ght. Estabtshrent—of—a

; ¥ : " I o]

(c) The project nust broaden transportation choices

for Florida residents, visitors, and commercial interests in

order to ensure efficient and cost-conpetitive nobility of

peopl e, services, and goods. Estabt-sh—inrovative—fnancing

rethods—to—enable—the—statetoresponrtd—in—atirwelyrmranner—to
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 (d) Projects that have local, federal, or private

10 | matching funds shall be given priority over projects that neet
11| all the other criteria.

12 (7) Eligible projects shall also utilize innovative

13 | financi ng nethods that enable the state to respond in a tinely
14 | manner to nmmjor or enmergent econom ¢ devel opnent-rel ated

15| transportation needs that require tinely comitnents. These
16 | i nnovative financing nethods include, but are not linmted to,
17 | private investnent strategies, use of the state infrastructure
18 | bank, state bonds for right-of-way acquisition and bridge

19 | construction, state bonds for fixed gui deway transportation
20 | systens, state bonds for federal aid highway construction
21| funds previously programmed by the departnent for high-speed
22 | rail devel opnent, and any other local, state, or federal funds
23 | nade available to the departnent.
24 t6)—tn——eaddi-ti-on—to—econptyrng—wth—theprevar-Hng
25 . . . . o
26
27
28
29
30
31
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(8)#H- The Transportation Qutreach Program (TOP)
advi sory council is created to annually nmake recomrendati ons

to the Legislature on prioritization and sel ection of econonic
growth projects as provided in this section

(a) The council shall consist of:

1. Two representatives of private interests, chosen hy
t he Speaker of the House of Representatives,who are directly

involved in or affected by any node of transportation or
t our i sm ehesen—by—the—Speaker—of—theHouse—ofRepresentatives
2. Two representatives of private interests, chosen by
the President of the Senate,who are directly involved in or
af fected by any node of transportation or tourism ehoesen—-by
the—President—of—the—Senate.
3. Three representatives of private or governnental

i nterests, chosen by the Governor,who are directly invol ved
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in or affected by any node of transportation or tourism ehoesen
by—the—Covernot.

(b) Terns for council nenbers shall be 2 years, and
each nenber shall be allowed one vote. Every 2 years, the

council shall select fromanong its nmenbership a chair and

vice chair.
(c) Lol . I I I I
tays—after—this—act—takes—effeet—\Vacancies in the counci

shall be filled in the sane manner as the initial
appoi nt nent s.

(d) I L kel —hold i tiad .
I I I : I I I I . w

I . I I b e et I
counci-—rerbership—Meetings shall be held at the call of the

chair, but not less frequently than quarterly.

(e) The nenbers of the council shall serve w thout
conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for per diemand travel
expenses as provided in s. 112.061

(f) The department shall provide adm nistrative staff
support, ensuring that council neetings are electronically

recorded. Such recordings and all docunents received, prepared

for, or used by the council in conducting its busi ness shal

be preserved pursuant to chapters 119 and 257. In addition

the departnent shall provide in its annual budget for travel

and per di em expenses for the council.
(g) The council shall devel op a nethodol ogy for

scori ng and ranking project proposals, based on the

prioritization criteria in subsection (6). The council my

change a project's ranking based on other factors as

determ ned by the council. However, such other factors nust be

fully docunented in witing by the council.
8
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(h) The council is encouraged to seek input from

transportati on or econom c-devel opnent entities and to

consider the reports and recommendati ons of task forces, study

conmi ssions, or sinlar entities charged with revi ewi ng i ssues

rel evant to the council's m ssion

(9) £8) Because transportation investment plays a key
role in econonic devel opnent, the council and the departnent
shal |l actively participate in state and | ocal econonic
devel opnent prograns, including:

(a) Working in partnership with other state and | oca
agenci es in business recruitnent, expansion, and retention
activities to ensure early transportation input into these
activities.

(b) Providing expertise and rapid response in
anal yzi ng the transportati on needs of energent econonic
devel opnent projects.

(c) Devel opi ng The—counci—ant—departrent—rust—develop
a macroeconon ¢ anal ysis of the |inkages between
transportation i nvestnent and econom c performance, as well as
a nethod to quantifiably neasure the economic benefits of the
i nvestments.

(d) ldentifying long-termstrategic transportation

projects that will pronote the principles listed in subsection
(1).

(10) {9y The council shall review and prioritize
projects subnitted for funding under the program wi-th—priority
. . hied I T " neiol
provi-ded—n—subsect+on—{I)and shall recommend to the

Legislature a transportati on outreach program The depart nent

shal | provide technical expertise and support as requested by

the council, and shall devel op financial plans, cash forecast
9
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pl ans, and program and resource plans necessary to inplenent
this program These supporting docunents shall be subnitted
with the Transportation Qutreach Program

(11) (a) 26y Projects reconmended for fundi ng under the
Transportati on Qutreach Program shall be submitted to the
Fl orida Transportation Conmission at |east 30 days before the

start of the regular legislative session. The Florida

Transportati on Conmmi ssion shall review the projects to

determ ne whether they are in conpliance with this section and

prepare a report detailing its findings.

(b) The council shall submit its list of reconmrended

projects to the Governor and the Legislature as a separate
budget request submitted at the sane tine as seetion—of the
departnent's tentative work program which is 14 days hefore

the start of the regular session. The Florida Transportation

Conmi ssion shall subnit its witten report at the sane tine to

the Governor and the Legislature. Final approval of the

Transportation Qutreach Program project list shall be nmade by

the Legislature through the General Appropriations Act.
Program proj ects approved by the Legislature nust be included
in the departnent's adopted work program

(12) ¢33y For purposes of funding projects under the
Transportati on Qutreach Program the departnent shall allocate

fromthe State Transportation Trust Fund in its program and
resource plan a mnimum of $60 nillion each year beginning in

fiscal year 2001-2002 for—a—transportation—outreach—program

This funding is to be reserved for projects to be funded

pursuant to this section unrtder—the—Tfransportation—-tdtreach
Program This allocation of funds is in addition to any

funding provided to this program by any other provision of

| aw.
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1 (13) 2> Notwi t hstandi ng any other law to the contrary
2| the requirenents of ss. 206.46(3), 206.606(2), 339. 135,
3] 339.155, and 339.175 shall not apply to the Transportation
4 | Qutreach Program
5 (14) (33> The departnent is authorized to adopt rules
6] to inplenment the Transportation Qutreach Program supporting
7 | economi ¢ devel opnent.
8 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
9| Iaw
10
ll kkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkikhkhkkhkkhkikhkkikkhkkhkkikhkkikkkk*k
12 HOUSE SUMVARY
13 . o . .
Revi ses a provision of |aw which provides for the
14 Transportati on Qutreach Programto: S
Revise criteria fof programeliqgibility.
15 2. Direct the advisory council to devel op
net hodol ogy for ranking and prioritizing project
16 proposal s ] ) o
- 3. Direct the Florida Transportati on Conm ssion to
17 review the proposed project list before submittal to the
Legi sl ature.
18
19 See bill for details.
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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