Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1913

By the Committee on Natural Resources & Environnental
Protecti on and Representative Harrington

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Fish and Wldlife

3 Conservation Comi ssion; anending s. 370. 06,

4 F.S.; revising the exenption from sal twater

5 products license incone requirenents for

6 persons with disabilities; anending s.

7 370.0605, F.S.; revising the exenption from

8 saltwater fishing |icenses for persons with

9 disabilities; amending s. 370.0608, F.S.

10 revising provisions relating to deposit of

11 license fees; anmending s. 370.0609, F.S.

12 revising institutions to receive funds for

13 mari ne research; anending s. 370.062, F.S.

14 relating to issuance of |icense tags for

15 harvesting tarpon; nodifying date for tax

16 collectors' return of unissued tags; deleting
17 provision relating to transfer of tag fees to
18 t he Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund
19 within a specified period; anmending s. 370. 13,
20 F.S.; revising provisions relating to issuance
21 of depredation endorsenents for trapping stone
22 crabs or blue crabs preying upon aquacul ture
23 shel | fi sh beds; prohibiting barter or exchange,
24 as well as sale of such crabs; anending s.
25 370.19, F.S.; revising appoi ntnent of a nenber
26 of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
27 Conpact; anmending s. 370.20, F.S.; revising
28 appoi ntnent of a nenber of the @ulf States
29 Mari ne Fisheries Conpact; anending s. 370.25
30 F.S.; clarifying reference relating to i ssuance
31 of artificial reef pernits; anending s.
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1 372.0215, F.S.; renoving a restriction on the

2 fundi ng of support organi zations authorized by

3 the commi ssion; anending s. 372.561, F.S.

4 revising the exenption from hunting and

5 freshwater fishing licenses for persons with

6 disabilities; amending s. 374.977, F.S.

7 transferring authority for posting and

8 mai nt ai ni ng signs for nmanatee protection zones

9 fromthe Departnent of Environnental Protection

10 to the conmission; providing an effective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
15| 370.06, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

16 370.06 Licenses.--

17 (2) SALTWATER PRODUCTS LI CENSE. - -

18 (a) Every person, firm or corporation that sells

19| offers for sale, barters, or exchanges for nerchandi se any
20 | saltwat er products, or which harvests saltwater products with
21 | certain gear or equipnment as specified by law, nust have a
22 | valid saltwater products |license, except that the hol der of an
23 | aquaculture certificate under s. 597.004 is not required to
24 | purchase and possess a saltwater products license in order to
25 | possess, transport, or sell marine aquaculture products. Each
26 | saltwater products license allows the holder to engage in any
27 | of the activities for which the license is required. The
28 | license nust be in the possession of the |icensehol der or
29 | aboard the vessel and shall be subject to inspection at any
30| tinme that harvesting activities for which a license is
31| required are being conducted. A restricted species endorsenent
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on the saltwater products license is required to sell to a
| i censed whol esal e deal er those species which the state, by
| aw or rule, has designated as "restricted species." This
endor senent nmay be issued only to a person who is at |east 16
years of age, or to a firmcertifying that over 25 percent of
its inconme or $5,000 of its income, whichever is less, is
attributable to the sale of saltwater products pursuant to a
|icense issued under this paragraph or a simlar license from
anot her state. This endorsenent may al so be issued to a
for-profit corporation if it certifies that at |east $5,000 of
its incone is attributable to the sale of saltwater products
pursuant to a |icense issued under this paragraph or a simlar
license fromanother state. However, if at |east 50 percent of
t he annual incone of a person, firm or for-profit corporation
is derived fromcharter fishing, the person, firm or
for-profit corporation nust certify that at |east $2,500 of
the incone of the person, firm or corporation is attributable
to the sale of saltwater products pursuant to a |license issued
under this paragraph or a simlar license fromanother state,
in order to be issued the endorsenent. Such inconme attribution
nmust apply to at least 1 year out of the last 3 years. For the
purpose of this section "incone" neans that incone which is
attributable to work, enploynent, entrepreneurship, pensions,
retirenent benefits, and social security benefits. To renew an
existing restricted speci es endorsenent, a narine aquaculture
producer possessing a valid saltwater products license with a
restricted species endorsenent nmay apply incone fromthe sale
of mari ne aquaculture products to |licensed whol esal e deal ers.

1. The conmission is authorized to require
verification of such incone. Acceptable proof of incone earned
fromthe sale of saltwater products shall be:

3
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a. Copies of trip ticket records generated pursuant to
this subsection (marine fisheries information systen),
docunenting qualifying sale of saltwater products;

b. Copies of sales records fromlocal es other than
Fl ori da docunenting qualifying sale of saltwater products;

c. A copy of the applicable federal incone tax return
i ncludi ng Form 1099 attachnents, verifying incone earned from
the sal e of saltwater products;

d. Crew share statenents verifying incone earned from
the sale of saltwater products; or

e. Acertified public accountant's notarized st at enent
attesting to qualifying source and anount of incone.

Any provision of this section or any other section of the
Florida Statutes to the contrary notw thstandi ng, any person
who owns a retail seafood market or restaurant at a fixed
| ocation for at |east 3 years who has had an occupati ona
license for 3 years prior to January 1, 1990, who harvests
saltwat er products to supply his or her retail store and has
had a saltwater products license for 1 of the past 3 years
prior to January 1, 1990, may provide proof of his or her
verification of incone and sal es value at the person's retai
seaf ood market or restaurant and in his or her saltwater
products enterprise by affidavit and shall thereupon be issued
a restricted speci es endorsenent.

2. Exceptions fromincone requirenments shall be as
foll ows:

a. A permanent restricted species endorsenent shall be
avail able to those persons age 62 and ol der who have qualified
for such endorsenent for at least 3 out of the last 5 years.

4
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b. Active mlitary duty tinme shall be excluded from
consideration of tinme necessary to qualify and shall not be
counted agai nst the applicant for purposes of qualifying.

c. Upon the sale of a used commrercial fishing vesse
owned by a person, firm or corporation possessing or eligible
for a restricted speci es endorsenent, the purchaser of such
vessel shall be exenpted fromthe qualifying i ncone
requi rement for the purpose of obtaining a restricted species
endorsenent for a period of 1 year after purchase of the
vessel

d. Upon the death or pernmanent disabl enent of a person
possessing a restricted speci es endorsenent, an inmedi ate
fam |y nenber wishing to carry on the fishing operation shal
be exenpted fromthe qualifying incone requirenent for the
pur pose of obtaining a restricted speci es endorsenent for a
period of 1 year after the death or disabl enent.

e. Avrestricted species endorsenent nmay be issued on
an individual saltwater products license to a person age 62 or
ol der who docunents that at |least $2,500 is attributable to
the sale of saltwater products pursuant to the provisions of
t hi s paragraph.

f. A pernmanent restricted species endorsenent nmay al so
be issued on an individual saltwater products license to a
person age 70 or ol der who has held a saltwater products
license for at least 3 of the last 5 |icense years.

g.tH- Any resident who is certified to be totally and
permanently di sabled by the Railroad Retirenent Board, by the

United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs or its
predecessor, or by any branch of the United States Arned
Forces, or who holds a valid identification card issued by the
Departnent of Veterans' Affairs pursuant to s. 295.17, upon

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N DWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1913
194- 156A- 01

proof of the sanme, or any resident certified to be tetatHy
di sabled by the United States Social Security Adm nistration
upon proof of the sane, shall be exenpted fromthe incone
requirenents if he or she also has held a saltwater products
license for at least 3 of the last 5 |icense years prior to
the date of the disability.

okt I L e 4] Ly o
o . i L L
e bt gt :

I I . e I I o . o
di-sabled—

At | east one saltwater products |license bearing a restricted
speci es endorsenent shall be aboard any vessel harvesting
restricted species in excess of any bag linmt or when fishing
under a conmercial quota or in conmercial quantities, and such
vessel shall have a commercial vessel registration. This
subsection does not apply to any person, firm or corporation
licensed under s. 370.07(1)(a)1. or (b) for activities
pursuant to such licenses. A saltwater products |icense nay be
i ssued in the nane of an individual or a valid boat
regi stration nunber. Such license is not transferable. A deca
shal |l be issued with each saltwater products |license issued to
a valid boat registration nunber. The saltwater products
i cense decal shall be the sanme color as the vesse
regi stration decal issued each year pursuant to s. 328.48(5)
and shall indicate the period of tine such license is valid.
The saltwater products license decal shall be placed beside
the vessel registration decal and, in the case of an
undocunent ed vessel, shall be placed so that the vesse
registration decal |ies between the vessel registration nunber
6
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and the saltwater products |license decal. Any saltwater
products license decal for a previous year shall be renopved
froma vessel operating on the waters of the state. A resident
shal | pay an annual |icense fee of $50 for a saltwater
products license issued in the nane of an individual or $100
for a saltwater products license issued to a valid boat
regi stration nunber. A nonresident shall pay an annual |icense
fee of $200 for a saltwater products license issued in the
nane of an individual or $400 for a saltwater products |license
issued to a valid boat registration nunber. An alien shall pay
an annual license fee of $300 for a saltwater products |icense
i ssued in the nane of an individual or $600 for a sal twater
products license issued to a valid boat registration nunber
Any person who sells saltwater products pursuant to this
license nay sell only to a licensed whol esal e dealer. A
sal twat er products license nust be presented to the |licensed
whol esal e deal er each tine saltwater products are sold, and an
i mprint nade thereof. The whol esal e deal er shall keep records
of each transaction in such detail as may be required by rule
of the conmmission not in conflict with s. 370.07(6), and shal
provide the hol der of the saltwater products license with a
copy of the record. It is unlawful for any |icensed whol esal e
deal er to buy saltwater products fromany unlicensed person
under the provisions of this section, except that a |icensed
whol esal e deal er may buy from another |icensed whol esal e
dealer. It is unlawful for any |licensed whol esal e dealer to
buy saltwater products designated as "restricted species" from
any person, firm or corporation not possessing a restricted
speci es endorsenment on his or her saltwater products |icense
under the provisions of this section, except that a |icensed
whol esal e deal er may buy from another |icensed whol esal e
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deal er. The conmmi ssion shall be the |icensing agency, nay
contract with private persons or entities to inplenent aspects
of the licensing program and shall establish by rule a narine
fisheries informati on systemin conjunction with the |icensing
programto gather fisheries data.

Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 370.0605, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

370.0605 Saltwater fishing |icense required; fees.--

(4) A saltwater fishing |icense nust be issued,
wi thout license fee, to any resident who is certified:

(a) To be totally and permanently di sabled by the
Rai l road Retirenent Board, or by the United States Departnent

of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor, or by any branch of
the United States Arned Forces, or who holds a valid
identification card issued by the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs pursuant to s. 295.17, upon proof of sane. Any
license issued under this paragraph after January 1, 1997,
expires after 5 years. Upon request, the license shall be
rei ssued for a 5-year period and shall be reissued every 5
years thereafter; or

(b) To be toetaty disabled by the United States Soci al
Security Adm nistration, upon proof of same. Any license
i ssued under this paragraph after Cctober 1, 1999, expires
Sept enber 30, 2001. Upon proof of certification as provided
in this paragraph, the license shall be reissued for a 2-year
period and shall be reissued every 2 years thereafter

(c) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this
subsection, any person who has received after July 1, 1997,
and before July 1, 2000, a valid disability license under this
subsection retains the rights vested thereunder until the
| icense has expired

8
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1 (d) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this

2 | subsection, a disability license issued prior to July 1, 1997,
3|is valid when produced upon request.

4 Section 3. Subsections (1) and (3) of section

5| 370. 0608, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

6 370.0608 Deposit of license fees; allocation of

7 | federal funds.--

8 (1) Al license fees collected pursuant to s. 370. 0605
9| shall be deposited into the Marine Resources Conservation

10 | Trust Fund, to be used as foll ows:

11 (a) Not nore than 5 percent of the total fees

12 | collected shall be used to carry out the responsibilities of
13 | t he Frsh—and—WHdHfe—Conservation conmission relating to

14 | saltwater fisheries enhancenent and to provide for the award
15| of funds to marine research institutions in this state for the
16 | purposes of enabling such institutions to conduct worthy

17 | sal twat er wari+ne research projects.

18 (b) Not less than 2.5 percent of the total fees

19 | collected shall be used for saltwater aquatic education

20 | pur poses.

21 (c)1. The renmi nder of such fees shall be used by the
22 | conmi ssi on departwent for the foll owing program functions:

23 a. Not nore than 5 percent of the total fees

24 | collected, for administration of the |icensing programand for
25| informati on and education relating to saltwater fisheries.

26 b. Not |ess more than 30 percent of the total fees

27 | coll ected, for nmarine | aw enforcenent.

28 c. Not less than 27.5 percent of the total fees

29| collected, for nmarine research

30 d. Not less than 30 percent of the total fees

31| collected, for saltwater fisheries fshery enhancenent,

9
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1| including, but not limted to, fishery statistics devel opnent,
2| artificial reefs, and fish hatcheri es.

3 2. The Legislature shall annually appropriate to the

4 | commission fromthe General Revenue Fund for the activities

5| and prograns specified in subparagraph 1. at |east the sane

6 | ambunt of noney as was appropriated to the Departnent of

7 | Environnental Protection fromthe General Revenue Fund for

8 | such activities and prograns for fiscal year 1988-1989, and

9 | the ambunts appropriated to the conm ssion for such activities
10 | and prograns fromthe Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund
11| shall be in addition to the anpbunt appropriated to the

12 | conmission for such activities and prograns fromthe Genera

13 | Revenue Fund. The proceeds fromrecreational saltwater fishing
14 | license fees paid by fishers shall only be appropriated to the
15 | conmi ssi on.

16 (3) AH—t+eenseftees—cotHtectedpursuant—to—s—376-06065
17 | shaH+—be—transferredtotheMarine Resources—Conservation

18 | Frust—Fune—within—7—days—fottowng—thet+ast—business—day—-of

19 | the—week—+m—which—thetHrcensefees—wererecervet—by—the
20 | eormmisston— One-fifth of the total proceeds derived fromthe
21| sale of 5-year licenses and repl acenent 5-year |icenses, and
22| all interest derived therefrom shall be avail able for
23 | appropriation annually.
24 Section 4. Section 370.0609, Florida Statutes, is
25| anended to read:
26 370. 0609 Expenditure of funds.--Any noneys avail abl e
27 | pursuant to s. 370.0608(1)(c)1l.c. shall be expended by the
28 | Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Comm ssion within Florida
29 | through grants and contracts for research with research
30 | institutions,including,but not limted to: Florida Sea
31| Gant; Florida Mari ne Resources Council; Harbour Branch

10
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Qceanographic Institute; Technol ogi cal Research and
Devel opnment Aut hority; Forida—arine Researeh—tnstitute—of
I ot VTR . TR r :

Regir-on—Research—tnstitute-Mdte Mari ne Laboratory; Marine
Resour ces Devel opnent Foundation; Florida Institute of
Cceanogr aphy; and Rosentiel School of Marine and At nospheric
Sci ence; and Sm thsonian Marine Station at Ft. Pierce.

Section 5. Subsections (1), (5), and (9) of section
370.062, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

370.062 Fish and WIldlife Conservation Comr ssion
license program for tarpon; fees; penalties.--

(1) The Fshanrt—\WHdHHfe—-Conservationr conm ssion
shal |l establish a |icense programfor the purpose of issuing

tags to individuals desiring to harvest tarpon (regal ops
atlantica) fromthe waters of the state ef—Ftorida. The tags
shal | be nontransferable, except that the comission may all ow
for a limted nunber of tags to be purchased by professiona
fishing guides for transfer to individuals, and issued by the
conmi ssion in order of receipt of a properly conpleted
application for a nonrefundable fee of $50 per tag. The
conmmi ssion and any tax collector may sell the tags and coll ect
the fees therefor. Tarpon tags are valid fromJuly 1 through
June 30. Before August 15 5 of each year, each tax coll ector
shall submit to the conmission all unissued tags for the
previous cal endar year along with a witten audit report, on
forns prescribed or approved by the conmission, as to the
nunbers of the unissued tags. To defray the cost of issuing
any tag, the issuing tax collector shall collect and retain as
his or her costs, in addition to the tag fee collected, the
anmount al |l owed under s. 372.561(4) for the issuance of
i censes.
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(5) Any individual including a taxiderm st who
possesses a tarpon which does not have a tag securely attached
as required by this section shall be subject to penalties as
prescribed in s. 370.021. Provided,-However, a taxiderm st nay
renove the tag during the process of nounting a tarpon. The
renoved tag shall remain with the fish during any subsequent
storage or shipnent.

g " : " L I . et

: I I . . I
e I ol tow o] s I f i

bt et . L I ot on
Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 370.13, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

370.13 Stone crab; regulation.--

(3) DEPREDATI ON PERM TS ENDORSEMENTS. - - The Fi-sh—and
WH-eH-fe—Conservation commi ssion shall issue a depredation
permt upon request to any narine aquacul ture producer, as

defined in s. 370.26, engaged in the culture of shellfish. The
depredati on permt endorserent—on—the—sattwater—products
H-ecense,—which shall entitle the marine aquacul ture producer
H-ecensehotder to possess and use up to 75 stone crab traps and

up to 75 bl ue crab traps—notwthstanding—any—other—provi-stons
of—t+aw-for the sole purpose of taking itnerdentat—take—of

destructive or nui sance stone crabs or blue crabs within 1
mle of the producer's aquaculture shellfish beds. Any—rarine

stone crabs or blue crabs taken under this subsection nmay be
sold, bartered, or exchanged, or offered for sale, barter, or

exchange.
12
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Section 7. Article Ill of subsection (1) and
subsection (2) of section 370.19, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

370.19 Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Conpact;

i mpl enenting | egislation.--

(1) FORM --The Governor of this state is hereby
aut hori zed and directed to execute a conpact on behalf of the
State of Florida with any one or nore of the States of Mine,
New Hanpshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, and with such other
states as may enter into the conpact, legally joining therein
in the formsubstantially as follows:

ATLANTI C STATES MARI NE FI SHERI ES
COVPACT

The contracting states solemly agree:

ARTI CLE [ 11

Each state joining herein shall appoint three
representatives to a conm ssion hereby constituted and
designated as the Atlantic States Mrine Fisheries Conmi ssion
One shall be the executive officer of the adm nistrative
agency of such state charged with the conservation of the
fisheries resources to which this conpact pertains or, if
there be nore than one officer or agency, the official of that
state nanmed by the governor thereof. The second shall be a
menber of the |egislature of such state designated by such
| egislature or in the absence of such designation, such

13
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1| legislator shall be designated by the governor thereof,

2| provided that if it is constitutionally inpossible to appoint
3|lalegislator as a commi ssioner fromsuch state, the second

4 | nenber shall be appointed in such manner as nmay be established
5| by | aw the—hotuse—comittee—on—comrerce—and—+eciprocal—trade—of
6 | sueh—state. The third shall be a citizen who shall have a

7 | knowl edge of and interest in the marine fisheries problemto
8 | be appointed by the governor. This comn ssion shall be a body
9| corporate with the powers and duties set forth herein.

10 (2) COW SSI ONERS; APPO NTMENT AND REMOVAL. --1n

11 | pursuance of Article Ill of said conpact there shall be three
12 | menbers (hereinafter called comi ssioners) of the Atlantic

13| States Marine Fisheries Comr ssion (hereinafter called

14 | conmission) fromthis state. The first comm ssioner fromthis
15| state shall be the Executive Director of the Fish and Wldlife
16 | Conservation Conm ssion, ex officio, and the termof any such
17 | ex officio conm ssioner shall term nate at the tinme he or she
18 | ceases to hold said office of Executive Director of the Fish
19 | and WIldlife Conservati on Comm ssion, and his or her successor
20 | as conmi ssioner shall be his or her successor as executive

21 | director. The second conm ssioner fromthis state shall be a
22 | l egislator appointed on a rotating basis by the President of
23 | the Senate or the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

24 | beginning with the appoi ntnent of a nenber of the House of

25 | Represent at i ves, ant—renrber—of—thehouse—committee—on—conrerce
26 . -

27

28 | trade);and the term of any such ex—eff+eto conmi ssi oner shal
29 | termnate at the tine he or she ceases to hold said

30| |l egislative office as—conmsstonrer—on—interstate—cooperation,
31 | and—his—or—her—stecessor—as—conm-sstonrer—shatH—be—nared—+n

14
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1 | Hke—+rannrer. The Governor (subject to confirmation by the

2| Senate), shall appoint a citizen as a third conm ssioner who

3| shall have a know edge of, and interest in, the narine

4| fisheries problem The termof said conm ssioner shall be 3

5| years and the comi ssioner shall hold office until a successor
6 | shall be appointed and qualified. Vacancies occurring in the

7| office of such conmissioner fromany reason or cause shall be
8| filled by appointnent by the Governor (subject to confirmation
9| by the Senate), for the unexpired term The Executive Director
10 | of the Fish and Wl dlife Conservation Comi ssion as ex officio
11 | conmissioner nmay delegate, fromtine to tine, to any deputy or
12 | other subordinate in his or her departnent or office, the

13 | power to be present and participate, including voting, as his
14 | or her representative or substitute at any neeting of or

15| hearing by or other proceeding of the conm ssion. The terns of
16 | each of the initial three nmenbers shall begin at the date of
17 | the appoi ntnent of the appointive conm ssioner, provided the
18 | said conpact shall then have gone into effect in accordance

19| with Article Il of the conpact; otherw se, they shall begin
20 | upon the date upon which said conpact shall becone effective
21| in accordance with said Article Il. Any commi ssi oner may be
22 | renoved fromoffice by the Governor upon charges and after a
23 | heari ng.
24 Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 370.20, Florida
25| Statutes, is anended to read:
26 370.20 @ulf States Marine Fisheries Conpact;
27 | inplenenting |egislation.--
28 (2) MEMBERS OF COW SSI ON;, TERM OF OFFICE. --1n
29 | pursuance of article Ill of said conpact, there shall be three
30 | nenbers (hereinafter called conmnm ssioners) of the Gulf States
31| Marine Fisheries Commission (hereafter called conm ssion) from

15
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the State of Florida. The first commissioner fromthe State of
Fl ori da shall be the Executive Director of the Fish and

Wl dlife Conservation Conmm ssion, ex officio, and the term of
any such ex officio conmi ssioner shall termnate at the tine
he or she ceases to hold said office of Executive Director of
the Fish and WIldlife Conservati on Conm ssion, and his or her
successor as comm ssioner shall be his or her successor as
executive director. The second conmi ssioner fromthe State of
Florida shall be a |egislator appointed on a rotating basis by

the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, beginning with the appoi ntnment of a nenber of

trade), and the term of any such ex—eff+etroe conmi ssioner shal
terminate at the tine he or she ceases to hold said

| egi sl ative office as—comrsstoner—orn—interstate—cooperation
and—hi-s—or—her—stcecessor—as—comr-ssi-oner—shatH—benaned—in
Hke—ranner. The Governor (subject to confirmation by the
Senate) shall appoint a citizen as a third conmi ssioner who
shal | have a know edge of and interest in the nmarine fisheries
problem The term of said comn ssioner shall be 3 years and
t he comi ssioner shall hold office until a successor shall be
appoi nted and qualified. Vacancies occurring in the office of
such conmi ssioner fromany reason or cause shall be filled by
appoi nt nent by the Governor (subject to confirmation by the
Senate) for the unexpired term The Executive Director of the
Fish and Wl dlife Conservati on Conmm ssion, as ex officio
conm ssioner, nmay delegate, fromtine to tine, to any deputy
or other subordinate in his or her departnent or office, the
power to be present and participate, including voting, as his
16
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or her representative or substitute at any neeting of or
hearing by or other proceeding of the comm ssion. The ternms of
each of the initial three nenbers shall begin at the date of

t he appoi ntnent of the appointive conmi ssioner, provided the
sai d conpact shall then have gone into effect in accordance
with article Il of the conpact; otherw se they shall begin
upon the date upon which said conpact shall becone effective
in accordance with said article Il. Any conmi ssioner may be
renoved fromoffice by the Governor upon charges and after a
heari ng.

Section 9. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
370.25, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

370.25 Artificial reef program grants and financia
and technical assistance to |ocal governnents.--

(6) It is unlawful for any person to:

(a) Place artificial-reef-construction materials in
state waters outside zones pernmitted under the terns and
conditions defined in any artificial-reef pernits issued by
the United States Arny Corps of Engineers or by the Departnment
of Environnental Protection Fish-and—WdHfeConservation
Cotmi-ssioft.

Section 10. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
372.0215, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

372.0215 Citizen support organi zations; use of state

property; audit.--

(1) The Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conm ssion may
aut hori ze the establishnent of citizen support organizations
to provide assistance, funding, and pronotional support for
the prograns of the comm ssion. For purposes of this section
the term"citizen support organization" neans an organi zation
whi ch:

17
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1 (b) Is organized and operated to conduct prograns and
2| activities; raise funds; request and receive grants, gifts,

3 | and bequests of noney; acquire, receive, hold, invest, and

4| adm nister in its own nane securities, funds, or real or

5| personal property; and nake expenditures for the benefit of

6 | the commi ssion or an individual programunit of the

7 | conmi ssi on;—exeept—that—such—organization—fay not—receive

8 | fundst I . I L orid . I

9 . I _ gift I e ooty

10 | authorized—by—the—tegistature.

11 Section 11. Subsection (5) of section 372.561, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:

13 372.561 |Issuance of licenses to take wild animal life
14 | or freshwater aquatic life; costs; reporting.--

15 (5)(a) Hunting and fishing licenses and pernits shal
16 | be issued, without fee, to any resident who is certified:

17 1. To be totally and pernmanently disabled by the

18 | Railroad Retirenment Board, or by the United States Departnent
19 | of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor,or by any branch of

20 | the United States Arnmed Forces, or who holds a valid

21| identification card i ssued under the provisions of s. 295.17,
22 | upon proof of the sane. Any license issued under this

23 | provision after January 1, 1997, expires after 5 years and
24 | must be reissued, upon request, every 5 years thereafter

25 2. To be totaty disabled by the United States Soci al
26 | Security Adm nistration upon proof of the sane. Any license
27 | i ssued under this provision after Cctober 1, 1999, expires
28 | after 2 years and nust be reissued, upon proof of

29 | certification as provided in this subsection, every 2 years
30 | thereafter.

31
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1 (b) Notwi thstandi ng any ot her provisions of this

2 | section, any person who has received after July 1, 1997, and
3| before July 1, 2000, a valid disability Iicense issued under
4| this subsection, retains the rights vested thereunder unti

5] the license has expired.

6 (c) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this

7 | subsection, a disability license issued prior to July 1, 1997,
8| is valid when produced upon request.

9 Section 12. Section 374.977, Florida Statutes, is

10 | anended to read:

11 374.977 Inland navigation districts; manatee

12 | protection speed zones, responsibility for sign posting.--Each
13 | inland navigation district shall be responsible for posting
14 | and nmintaining regul atory markers, as approved by the Fish
15 ) and Wl dlife Conservati on Commi ssi on Depart+ent—of

16 | Enviroenmental—Proteetion, for manatee protection speed zones.
17 | Such responsibility shall not be limted to the intracoastal
18 | wat erway, but shall include all waters within each nenber

19 | county for which regulatory nmarkers nust be posted. Sign

20| l ocations shall be jointly selected by the Fish and Wldlife
21 | Conservati on Commi ssi on DPepartwent—of—Environrmrental—Protection
22 | and the appropriate inland navigation district, pending

23 | necessary federal, state and | ocal approvals. Should an inland
24 | navigation district lack the resources or otherw se be unable
25| to carry out its sign posting and mai ntenance duties, this

26 | responsibility shall then be assuned by the Fish and Wldlife
27 | Conservati on Commi ssi on Pepartwent—of—Envi+rontental

28 | Protection.

29 Section 13. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
30

31
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2 HOUSE SUVMMARY

3
Revi ses various provisions relating to activities

4 regul ated by the Fish and Wl dlife Conservation ]
Conm ssi on, |nclud!nﬂ_prov!3|ons relating to: exenptions

5 fromhunting and fishing |licenses and saltwater products
[1cense incone requirenents for persons wth

6 disabilities; deposit of license fees; issuance of
I'icense tags for harvesting tarpon; issuance of

7 endor senents for trapping of stone crabs or blue crabs
preyin uBon aquacul ture”shel [ fish beds, and prohibitions

8 rel ated thereto; nenbershlﬂ_of the Atlantic States Marine
Fi sheries Conpact; nenbership of the GQulf States Marine

9 Fi sheries Conpact; issuance of artificial reef permts;
fundi ng. of support organi zations authorized by the

10 conmm sSion; and posting of signs for nmanatee protection
zones. See bill tor defails.
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