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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to voter registration; creating

3 s. 97.0584, F.S.; requiring each schoo

4 district to establish a voter registration

5 programthat offers eligible high schoo

6 students in the district the opportunity to

7 register to vote or to update a voter

8 registration record at | east once a year in the

9 spring; providing that participation is

10 mandat ory for public high schools and voluntary

11 for nonpublic high schools; providing

12 requi rements of the participating high schools,

13 the school districts, and the supervisors of

14 el ections with respect to the program

15 specifying eligibility requirenents; providing

16 for use of county voting equipnent in certain

17 school el ections; providing an effective date.

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Section 97.0584, Florida Statutes, is
22 | created to read:
23 97.0584 Voter registration of high school students.--
24 (1) (a) Each school district in the state shal
25| establish a voter registration programthat provides every
26 | eligible student enrolled in a high school in the district the
27 | opportunity to register to vote or to update a voter
28 | registration record at | east once each year in the spring as
29 | provided in this section. Registration under this section
30| includes preregistration as authorized under s. 97.041(1)(b).
31
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1 (b) Participation in the programis nandatory for al

2 | public high schools and voluntary for each nonpublic high

3 | school

4 (2) The social sciences division of each schoo

5] district shall adninister the programfor the district and

6 | shall coordinate the annual voter registration drive conducted
7]1in the participating high schools in the district to ensure

8 | conpliance with this section

9 (3)(a) Each participating high school in the district
10 | shall conduct a voter registration drive each spring pursuant
11| to this section with the goal of registering a nunber of

12 | students equal to its base group. The base group for each

13 | school shall consist of those students who are enrolled in

14 | Anerican Governnent or Econonics cl asses, who are at |east 17
15| years of age as of April 10 of the year of the registration
16 | drive, and who neet the requirenents to becone a registered
17 | voter specifiedins. 97.041. |If the goal is not net with the
18 | base group, students who are enrolled in a social studies

19 | cl ass other than Anerican Governnent or Econonics and who are
20 | otherwise eligible may participate. |If the goal is still not
21| net, students who are not enrolled in any social science class
22 | but who are otherwi se eligible nmay partici pate.

23 (b) Each participating high school shall conduct a

24 | review of the voter registration applications filled out by
25| students at the school to ensure conpliance with the

26 | requirenents for conpl eteness specified in s. 97.053(5) and
27 | shall submit the conpleted voter registration applications to
28 | the school district for subnission to the supervisor of

29 | el ections.

30 (4) The supervisor of elections of the county shal

31| provide the voter registration fornms and other materials and
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1| support necessary to assist the school district in carrying

2| out its responsibilities under this section

3 (5) This section neither requires an eligible student
41 to register nor prevents a school district from providing

5] eligible students the opportunity to register at other tines
6 | of the school year

7 (6) As an adjunct to the programand to faniliarize

8| students with the voting systemused in the county of their

9| school district, each school district shall nake arrangenents
10 | with the supervisor of elections for use of the county's

11| voting equipnent in any election held in a high school in the
12 | district in which only students are candi dates, provided there
13| is no conflict with another schedul ed el ection

14 Section 2. Section 97.041, Florida Statutes, reads:
15 97.041 (Qualifications to register or vote.--

16 (1)(a) A person nmay becone a registered voter only if
17 | that person:

18 1. Is at |least 18 years of age

19 2. ls acitizen of the United States;
20 3. Is alegal resident of the State of Florida;
21 4. |Is a legal resident of the county in which that
22 | person seeks to be registered; and
23 5. Registers pursuant to the Florida El ecti on Code.
24 (b) A person who is otherwise qualified my
25 | preregister on or after that person's 17th birthday and nay
26 | vote in any election occurring on or after that person's 18th
27 | birthday.
28 (2) The follow ng persons, who m ght be otherw se
29 | qualified, are not entitled to register or vote:
30 (a) A person who has been adjudicated nentally
31| incapacitated with respect to voting in this or any other
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state and who has not had his or her right to vote restored
pursuant to | aw

(b) A person who has been convicted of any felony by
any court of record and who has not had his or her right to
vote restored pursuant to | aw

(3) A person who is not registered may not vote.

Section 3. Subsection (5) of section 97.053, Florida
St at ut es, reads:

97.053 Acceptance of voter registration
applications. --

(5)(a) A voter registration application is conplete if
it contains:

1. The applicant's nane.

2. The applicant's |egal residence address.

3. The applicant's date of birth.

4. An indication that the applicant is a citizen of
the United States.

5. The last four digits of the applicant's soci al
security nunber.

6. An indication that the applicant has not been
convicted of a felony or that, if convicted, has had his or
her civil rights restored.

7. An indication that the applicant has not been
adj udi cated nentally incapacitated with respect to voting or
that, if so adjudicated, has had his or her right to vote
restored.

8. Signature of the applicant swearing or affirmng
under the penalty for fal se swearing pursuant to s. 104.011
that the information contained in the registration application
is true and subscribing to the oath required by s. 3, Art. VI
of the State Constitution and s. 97.051.
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1 (b) An applicant who fails to designate party

2| affiliation nmust be registered without party affiliation. The

3 | supervisor nust notify the voter by nmail that the voter has

4 | been registered without party affiliation and that the voter

5| may change party affiliation as provided in s. 97.1031

6 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

7
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9 HOUSE SUMVARY

10
Requi res each school district to establish a voter

11 registration programthat offers eligible high schoo
students in the district the opportunity to register to

12 vote or to update a voter registration record at_|east
once a year in the SPrlnﬂ rovi des that participation

13 is mandatory for i gh. school s and vquntarY for
nonpublic hlgh sc ooIs Provi des requirenments of the

14 par |C|pat|ng Ph school s, the school districts, and the
superV|sors of e ections W th respect to the program

15 Specifies eligibility requirenents. Provides fof use of
county votlng eqU|pnent in certain school elections. See

16 or details.
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