Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987

By the Procedural & Redistricting Council and
Representatives CGoodlette, Smth and Rubio

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to elections; creating the

3 "Florida El ection Reform Act of 2001"; anending
4 s. 97.021, F.S.; revising certain definitions
5 applicable to the Florida Election Code to

6 renove provisions relating to voting systens

7 that use voting machi nes or paper ballots and
8 to restrict such definitions to electronic or
9 el ectronechani cal voting systens; anending s.
10 101. 015, F.S.; requiring the Division of

11 El ections to review the voting systens

12 certification standards to ensure that new

13 t echnol ogi es are avail abl e and appropriately
14 certified for use; anending s. 101.151, F.S.
15 provi di ng general specifications for ballots;
16 del eting provisions specific to certain

17 el ections and voting systens; requiring the

18 Departnent of State to adopt rules prescribing
19 uni formprimary and general election ballots
20 for each certified voting system anending s.
21 101.5603, F.S.; revising definitions relating
22 to the Electronic Voting Systens Act to specify
23 touchscreen voting systens as el ectronic or
24 el ectronechani cal voting systens and to renove
25 provisions relating to voting machi nes;
26 anending s. 101.5604, F.S.; requiring any
27 el ectronic or el ectronechanical voting system
28 used by a county to be a precinct tabul ation
29 system prohibiting at a specified tine the use
30 of any voting systemthat uses an apparatus or
31 device for the piercing of ballots by the
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1 voter; anending s. 101.5606, F.S.; providing

2 additional requirenents for electronic or

3 el ectronechani cal voting systens; anending s.
4 101.5607, F.S.; conform ng a cross reference;
5 anmending s. 101.5608, F.S.; providing

6 procedures to be followed after a vote

7 tabul ation device rejects a ballot; anmending s.
8 101.5612, F. S.; providing standards and

9 requirenents for the testing of electronic or
10 el ectronechani cal voting systens; providing

11 recordkeepi ng requirenents; anending s.

12 101.5614, F.S.; renoving references to the

13 canvassing of returns at central or regiona

14 | ocations, to conform revising requirenents
15 for the transm ssion of precinct returns;

16 providing for adoption of security guidelines
17 by rule; creating s. 101.595, F.S.; requiring
18 supervi sors of elections and the Departnent of
19 State to report on voter errors follow ng the
20 general election; amending s. 101.292, F.S.

21 nodi fying the definition of "voting equi pnent, "
22 appl i cabl e to purchasing requirenments, to

23 renove provisions relating to voting machi nes;
24 anending s. 102.012, F.S.; providing the tine
25 for each election board to arrive at the

26 polling place; renoving provisions relating to
27 voti ng machi nes; anmending s. 104.30, F.S.

28 prohi biting any unauthorized person from

29 unl awful | y possessing any voting system or

30 conponent thereof; prohibiting any person from
31 tanpering or attenpting to tanper with or
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1 destroying any voting systemor equipnent with
2 the intention of interfering with the election
3 process or the results thereof; providing

4 penal ties; renoving references to voting

5 machi nes, to conform anending ss. 98.471

6 100. 341, 100.361, 101.21, 101.24, 101. 34,

7 101. 341, 101.43, 101.49, 101.58, 101.71

8 101.75, 103.101, 138.05, and 582.18, F.S.

9 renoving provisions relating to voting systens
10 that use voting machi nes or paper ballots and
11 revising references to conformto changes nade
12 by the act; repealing ss. 100.071, 101. 141,

13 101. 181, 101.191, 101.251, and 101.5609, F.S.
14 relating to the specifications and form of

15 ballots, to conform repealing ss. 101.011

16 101.27, 101.28, 101.29, 101.32, 101.33, 101. 35,
17 101. 36, 101.37, 101.38, 101.39, 101.40,

18 101. 445, 101.45, 101.46, 101.47, 101.54,

19 101.55, and 101.56, F.S., relating to voting
20 systens that use voting nachi nes or paper

21 ballots, to conform anending s. 97.021, F.S.
22 providing definitions; creating s. 101. 048,

23 F.S.; providing procedures for voting and

24 counting provisional ballots; anmending s.

25 101.045, F.S.; requiring verification of an

26 elector's eligibility if the elector's nane is
27 not on the precinct register; anending s.

28 101.5614, F.S.; providing for the return of

29 provi sional ballots to the supervisor of

30 el ections; providing for the canvass of

31 provisional ballots; clarifying the standard
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1 for counting votes on spoiled ballots;

2 providing a penalty for releasing the results

3 of an election prior to the closing of the

4 polls; anending s. 101.69, F.S.; allowing a

5 voter who has requested an absentee ball ot and
6 who decides to vote at the polls on election

7 day to vote a provisional ballot, if the

8 absentee ballot is not returned; anending s.

9 102. 111, F.S.; changing the conposition of the
10 El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssion; revising

11 provisions for filling vacancies on the

12 comm ssion; amending s. 102.112, F.S.; revising
13 t he deadline for submi ssion of county returns
14 to the Departnent of State follow ng the

15 general election; providing that late returns
16 shal | be ignored; providing an exception due to
17 an energency; elimnating provisions

18 establishing fines for late reporting; anending
19 s. 102.141, F.S.; clarifying canvassing

20 procedures relating to election recounts;

21 provi di ng conditions under which a nanua

22 recount is required; anending s. 102.166, F.S.
23 relating to election protest; providing

24 procedures for requesting a manual recount;

25 providing for the use of certain standards for
26 determ ning voter intent; repealing s. 102. 167,
27 F.S., relating to the form of protest of

28 el ection returns; amending s. 102.168, F.S.

29 revising requirenents for contesting an

30 el ection; providing that the El ections

31 Canvassing Comrission is a defendant in certain

4
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

1 contested el ections; renoving certain authority
2 of circuit judges to fashion orders relating to
3 contests; creating s. 97.0555, F.S.; providing
4 for registration of certain nlitary and

5 over seas persons; requiring the Departnment of

6 State to adopt rules specifying eligibility;

7 creating s. 101.6951, F.S.; providing for a

8 state wite-in absentee ballot for overseas

9 voters; creating s. 101.6952, F.S.; providing
10 for absentee ballots for overseas voters,

11 i ncl udi ng advance ballots; creating s. 101. 697,
12 F.S.; providing for absentee ball ot requests
13 and voting via electronic transmni ssion by

14 overseas voters under certain circunstances;

15 creating s. 101.698, F.S.; authorizing the

16 El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssion to adopt

17 enmergency rules during crises to facilitate

18 absentee voting; anending s. 101.62, F.S.

19 nodi fying i nformati on on absentee ball ot
20 requests; anmending s. 101.64, F.S.; nodifying
21 absentee ballot certificates; anendi ng s.
22 101.65, F. S.; nodifying instructions to absent
23 el ectors; anending s. 101.657, F.S., relating
24 to voting absentee ballots; conformnng
25 provi sions; anmending s. 101.68, F.S.; nodifying
26 i nformati on that nust be included on an
27 absentee ballot; authorizing the processing of
28 absentee ballots through tabulations for a
29 speci fied period before the election
30 prohibiting the release of the results of a
31 canvassi ng or processing of absentee ballots
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1 prior to the closing of the polls; providing a
2 penalty; anending s. 104.047, F.S.; deleting a
3 prohi biti on agai nst persons witnessing nore

4 than five ballots in an election and a

5 prohi bition against returning nore than two

6 ballots in an election, and the penalties

7 therefor; repealing ss. 101.647 and 101. 685,

8 F.S., relating to returning absentee ballots
9 and absentee ball ot coordi nators; anending s.
10 98.255, F.S.; providing for voter education
11 anending s. 101.031, F.S.; providing for a

12 Voter's Bill of R ghts and Responsibilities;
13 providing responsibilities of supervisors of
14 el ections; anending s. 101.131, F.S.

15 elimnating a requirenent to call out nanes of
16 voters; amending s. 97.073, F.S.; revising

17 procedures to be foll owed when a voter

18 registration application is inconplete;

19 creating s. 102.014, F.S.; providing for
20 pol | worker recruitnent and training; repealing
21 s. 102.012(8) and (9), relating to pollworker
22 training, to conform anending s. 102.021
23 F.S.; to correct a cross-reference; providing
24 for a study of the elections process in
25 multiple tinme zones; creating s. 98.0977, F.S.
26 providing for devel opnent of a statew de voter
27 regi stration database; providing for update of
28 information in the database; requiring
29 quarterly progress reports to the Legislature
30 until fully inplenmented; providing for an
31 operational date; creating s. 98.0979, F.S.
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providing that voter registration infornmation
is public except for information nade
confidential by law, providing requirenents for
securing copies of any voter registration
information; repealing s. 98.0975, F.S.
relating to the central voter file naintained
by the Division of Elections; providing for

di stribution of funds appropriated for voter
education; providing for the appropriation from
the General Appropriations Act to be used to

i mpl erent the provisions of the act; providing
severability; providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act shall be known as the "Florida
El ection Reform Act of 2001."

Section 2. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, subsections
(2), (35), and (36) of section 97.021, Florida Statutes, as
anended by this act, are anended to read:

97.021 Definitions.--For the purposes of this code,
except where the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
term

(2) "Ballot" or "official ballot" when used in

reference to:
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1 | gquestto—or—proposittion—submtted—to—the—eltectorate—at—any

2 | eteetion-

3 (a) tb)y "Paper ballots" nmeans that printed sheet of

4 | paper, used in conjunction with an el ectronic or

5| el ectronechani cal vote tabul ati on voting system contai ni ng

6 | the nanes of candidates, or a statenent of proposed

7 | constitutional anmendnents or other questions or propositions
8| submitted to the electorate at any el ection, on which sheet of
9 | paper an elector casts his or her vote.

10 (b)te)y "Electronic or el ectronechani cal devices" neans
11| a ballot that whieh is voted by the process of electronically
12 | designating, including by touchscreen, purehing or narking

13| with a marking device for tabulation by automatic tabul ating
14 | equi prent or data processing equi pnent.

15 (35) "Voting booth" or "booth" nmeans that booth or

16 | encl osure wherein an elector casts his or her ball ot—bei+t+—a
17 | paper—battot—a—votingrachine—battot—or—a—batHot—cast for
18 | tabul ation by an el ectronic or el ectronechanical device.

19 (36) "Voting systent neans a nethod of casting and
20 | processing votes that functions wholly or partly by use of
21 | rechanitcalt-el ectronechani cal -or el ectroni c apparatus or by
22 | use of paper ballots and includes, but is not linmted to, the
23 | procedures for casting and processing votes and the prograns,
24 | operating manual s, tabulating cards, printouts, and other
25 | software necessary for the system s operation
26 Section 3. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section
27| 98.471, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
28 98.471 Use of precinct register at polls.--The
29 | precinct register, as prescribed in s. 98.461, nmay be used at
30| the polls in lieu of the registration books for the purpose of
31| identifying the elector at the polls prior to allow ng himor
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her to vote. The clerk or inspector shall require each

el ector, upon entering the polling place, to present a Florida
driver's license, a Florida identification card issued under

s. 322.051, or another formof picture identification approved
by the Departnent of State. The elector shall sign his or her
nane in the space provided, and the clerk or inspector shal
conpare the signature with that on the identification provided
by the elector and enter his or her initials in the space
provided and allow the elector to vote if the clerk or
inspector is satisfied as to the identity of the elector. |If
the elector fails to furnish the required identification, or
if the clerk or inspector is in doubt as to the identity of
the el ector, such clerk or inspector shall follow the

procedure prescribed in s. 101.49. Theprecinct—regi-ster—ray
I . heint . F i . 478 it
ke et ol I I . w .
104 —except—that—the—t+dentiHecation—provided—by—the—eltector
shatH—be—used—{for—thestgnature—conparison—

Section 4. Section 100.341, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

100. 341 Bond referendum ballot.--The ballots used in
bond referenda shall include a be—on—ptarn—whitepaper—with
printed description of the issuance of bonds to be voted on as
prescribed by the authority calling the referendum A separate
statenent of each issue of bonds to be approved, giving the
anmount of the bonds and interest rate thereon, together with
other details necessary to informthe electors, shall be
printed on the ballots in connection with the question "For
Bonds" and " Agai nst Bonds."

Section 5. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, subsection (3)
of section 100.361, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

9
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1 100. 361 Municipal recall.--

2 (3) BALLOTS.--The ballots at the recall election shal
3| conformto the following: Wth respect to each person whose
4 | renoval is sought, the question shall be subnitted: "Shal

5 be renoved fromthe office of .... by recall?"

6| Imediately followi ng each question there shall be printed on
7| the ballots the two propositions in the order here set forth:
8 "...(nane of person)... should be renoved fromoffice."
9 "...(nane of person)... should not be renoved from

10 | office."

11

e el o
AW N

| Loy I . i

15 | eleet+ronie—or—etectronechantecal—eguiprent—ray—be—uset—

16 Section 6. Effective upon this act becomng a | aw

17 | subsection (7) is added to section 101.015, Florida Statutes,
18 | to read:

19 101. 015 Standards for voting systens.--

20 (7) The Division of Elections shall review the voting
21| systens certification standards and ensure that new

22 | technol ogi es are available for selection by boards of county
23 | conmi ssioners which neet the requirenents for voting systens
24 | and neet user standards. The Division of Elections shal

25| continuously review the voting systenms certification standards
26 | to ensure that new technol ogi es are appropriately certified
27| for all elections in a tinely manner. The division shall also
28 | devel op nethods to determine the will of the public with

29 | respect to voting systens.

30 Section 7. Section 101.151, Florida Statutes, is

31 | anended to read

10
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

101. 151 Specifications for ball ots general—eteection

ballot. - - . . hied . o !
w I . : I e e I

F N I I . I hameal .
system—the—general—etection—batoet—shalHt——conformto—the
 oltow e . :

(1) Paper ballots The—battoet shall be printed on paper
of such thickness that the printing cannot be distinguished

fromthe back.
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provi-ded—for—that—purpese— The ball ot shall have headi ngs

under which shall appear the nanes of the offices and nanes of

duly nom nated candi dates for the respective offices in the
following order: the headi ng "Heetors—for President and Vice
President" and thereunder the nanmes of the candi dates for
President and Vice President of the United States noninated by
the political party that whieh received the highest vote for
Governor in the last general election of the Governor in this
st at e—above—which—shatt—appear—thenamre—of—saird—party. Then
shal | appear the nanes of other candi dates for President and
Vice President of the United States who have been properly
nom nated. Votes cast for wite-in candidates for President
and Vice President shall be counted as votes cast for the
presidential electors supporting such candi dates. Then shal
foll ow t he headi ng "Congressional" and thereunder the offices
of United States Senator and Representative in Congress; then
the heading "State" and thereunder the offices of Governor and
Li eut enant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General
Conptrol |l er, Treasurer, Conmi ssioner of Education,
Conmmi ssioner of Agriculture, state attorney, and public
defender, together with the nanes of the candidates for each
office and the title of the office which they seek; then the
headi ng "Legi sl ative" and thereunder the offices of state
senator and state representative; then the headi ng "County"
and thereunder clerk of the circuit court, clerk of the county
court (when authorized by law), sheriff, property appraiser
tax collector, district superintendent of schools, and
supervi sor of elections. Thereafter follows: nenbers of the
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1| board of county comm ssioners, and such other county and

2| district offices as are involved in the general election, in

3| the order fixed by the Departnent of State, followed, in the

4| year of their election, by "Party Ofices," and thereunder the
5] offices of state and county party executive conmmittee nenbers.
6

7

8

9 | thernare—of—the—ecandidate—In addition to the nanes printed on
10| the ballot, a blank space shall be provided under each headi ng
11| for an office for which a wite-in candidate has qualified.

12 | Wth respect to wite-in candidates, if two or nore candi dates
13 | are seeking election to one office, only one bl ank space shal
14 | be provided.

15 (b) tmediatety—ftoHowngthenanre—of—each—offece——on
16 | the—battot—shatt—beprinted—Vote—for—Gre— Wien nore than

17 | one candidate is nonm nated for office, the candi dates for such
18 | office shall qualify and run in a group or district, and the
19 | group or district nunber shall be printed beneath the nane of
20| the office. Each nonminee of a political party chosen in the

21 | primary el ections shall appear on the general election ballot
22| in the same nunbered group or district as on the prinmary

23 | el ecti on ball ot s. The—nanre—of—the—offce—shatt—beprinted—over
24 eaC—hdhpetrea o0roup——~ . i ah—eacn—hunbereaagroup—=

25 | di-striet——shat—be—ctearty—separated{fromthenext—nurbered

26 | group—or—ti-st+riet—the—sanre—as—in—the—case—of——singte—offices—
27 | FoHoewing—the—grotup—or—distriet—mnurber—shaH—beprinted—the
28 . . . .

29 | respective—groups—or—daistriets—shatH—be—-arranget—thereunder—
30

31
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(c) If in any election all the offices as set forth in

par agraph (a) are not involved, those offices to be filled

shal|l be arranged on the ballot in the order naned.

(3) (a) &4 The nanes of the candidates of the party
t hat whietr recei ved the hi ghest nunber of votes for Governor
in the last election in which a Governor was el ected shall be

pl aced first under the heading for each office on the genera

el ection ballot, together with an appropriate abbreviation of

party nane; the nanes of the candidates of the party that
whi-eh recei ved t he second hi ghest vote for Governor shall be
second under the heading for each office, together with an
appropriate abbreviation of the party nane.

(b) 5- M nor political party candi dates and candi dates
with no party affiliation shall have their nanes appear on the
general election ballot follow ng the names of recognized
political parties, in the same order as they were certified.

(4)(a) The nanes of candi dates for each office shal

be arranged al phabetically as to surnanes on a prinary

el ection ballot.

(b) When two or nore candidates running for the sane

office on a primary election ballot have the sane or a simlar

surnane, the word "incunbent" shall appear next to the

i ncunbent's nane.

(5) A prinmary election ballot shall be arranged so

that the offices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor are

joined in a single voting space to all ow each elector to cast

a single vote for the joint candi dacies for Governor and

Li eutenant Governor, if applicable.

(6) The general election ballot shall be arranged so

that the offices of President and Vice President are joined in

a single voting space to allow each elector to cast a single
14
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vote for the joint candi dacies for President and Vice

Presi dent and so that the offices of Governor and Lieutenant

Governor are joined in a single voting space to all ow each

el ector to cast a single vote for the joint candi dacies for

Governor and Li eutenant Gover nor.

(7) t6) Except for justices or judges seeking
retention, the nanes of unopposed candi dates shall not appear
on the general election ballot. Each unopposed candi date
shall be deened to have voted for hinself or herself.

(8)(a) The Departnent of State shall adopt rul es

prescribing uniformprimary and general election ballots for

each certified voting system The rules shall incorporate the

requirenents set forth in this section and shall prescribe

additional matters and forns that include, without |imtation

1. dear and unanbi guous ballot instructions and

di recti ons;
2. Individual race | ayout; and

3. Overall ballot layout.

(b) The departnent rul es shall graphically depict

sanple uniformprinary and general election ballot forns for

each certified voting system

15
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t9—Fhe—provistons—of—s—10+—14H{#H——shatH—be
appteabtre—in—printing—of—sai-d—ba-ot—
Section 8. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section
101.21, Florida Statutes, is anended to read
101.21 Oficial ballots; nunber; printing, paynent.--
- Wiere applicabl e th—any—ecounty—in—which—voting
machines—are—not—used, the supervisor of elections shal
determ ne the actual nunber of ballots to be printed. The

© 00 N o O W DN PP

printing and delivery of ballots and cards of instruction

=
o

shall, in a nunicipal election, be paid for by the

[N
[N

municipality, and in all other elections by the county.

§§

20 Section 9. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section

21| 101.24, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

22 101. 24 Ball ot boxes and ballots.--The supervisor of
23 | el ecti ons—execept—where—voting—rachines—are—used,-shal

24 | prepare for each polling place one ballot box of sufficient
25| size to contain all the ballots of the particul ar precinct,
26 | and the ballot box shall be plainly marked with the nanme of
27 | the precinct for which it is intended. An additional ball ot
28 | box, if necessary, may be supplied to any precinct. Before
29 | each el ection, the supervisor shall place in the ballot box or
30| ballot transfer container as many ballots as are required in
31| s. 101.21. After securely sealing the ballot box or ball ot

16
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transfer container, the supervisor shall send the ballot box
or ballot transfer container to the clerk or inspector of

el ection of the precinct in which it is to be used. The clerk
or inspector shall be placed under oath or affirmation to
performhis or her duties faithfully and wi thout favor or
prejudice to any political party.

Section 10. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section
101.292, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

101.292 Definitions; ss. 101.292-101.295.--As used in
ss. 101.292-101.295, the following terns shall have the
fol | owi ng neani ngs:

(1) "Governing body" neans the board of county
conmi ssioners of a county or any other governing body
enpower ed by general or special act or |ocal ordinance to

purchase or sell voting equi pnent.
(2) "Voting equipnent" neans new-or—used—voting
" I Fats ’ I .

or el ectronechanical voting systens, voting devices, and
automatic tabul ating equi pnent as defined in s. 101.5603, as
well as materials, parts, or other equipnent necessary for the
operation and mai ntenance of such systenms and devices, the

i ndividual or conbined retail value of which is in excess of
the threshol d anpbunt for CATEGORY TWO purchases provided in s.
287.017.

(3) "Purchase" neans a contract for the purchase

| ease, rental, or other acquisition of voting equipnent.

17
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1 Section 11. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section

2| 101.34, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

3 101. 34 Custody of voting system machines. --The

4 | supervisor of elections shall be the custodian of the voting
5| system mraehines in the county using—them and he or she shal

6 | appoi nt deputies necessary to prepare and supervise the voting
7 | system mraehines prior to and during elections. The

8 | conpensation for such deputies shall be paid by the supervisor
9| of elections.

10 Section 12. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section

11| 101. 341, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

12 101. 341 Prohibited activities by voting system machine
13 | custodi ans and deputy cust odi ans. - -

14 (1) No voting system wachine custodi an or deputy

15 | custodi an or other enployee of the supervisor of elections,

16 | which enpl oyee's duties are prinmarily involved with the

17 | preparation, nmintenance, or repair of voting equipnent, nmay
18 | shalt+ accept enploynent or any form of consideration from any
19 | person or business entity involved in the purchase, repair, or
20 | sal e of voting equi pnent unl ess such enpl oynent has the prior
21 | witten approval of the supervisor of elections of the county
22 | by which such person is enpl oyed.

23 (2) Any person violating the provisions of this

24 | section is guilty of a misdeneanor of the first degree,

25 | puni shabl e as provided by s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. Such

26 | person shall also be subject to i mediate discharge fromhis
27 | or her position.

28 Section 13. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section

29| 101.43, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

30 101. 43 Substitute ballot.--Wen vetingrachines—are
31 | used—and the required official ballots for a precinct are not

18
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delivered in time to be used on el ection day, or after
delivery, are lost, destroyed or stolen, the clerk or other
officials whose duty it is to provide ballots for use at such
election, in lieu of the official ballots, shall have
substitute ballots prepared, conform ng as nearly as possible
to the official ballots, and the board of el ection shal
substitute these ballots to be used in the same manner as the
of ficial ballots would have been used at the el ection

Section 14. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section
101.49, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

101.49 Procedure of election officers where signatures
differ.--

(1) \Whenever any clerk or inspector, upon a just
conmpari son of the signatures signrature, doubts shatt—detbt

t hat the signature hantdwiting—affixed—to—astgnature
rdent+-H-ecat+on—sH—p of any el ector who presents hinself or

herself at the polls to vote is the sane as the signature of
the elector affixed in the registration book, the clerk or

i nspector shall deliver to the person an affidavit which shal
be in substantially the follow ng form

STATE OF FLORI DA

| do solemmly swear (or affirn) that ny nane is ....;
that | am.... years old; that | was born in the State of
.; that | amregistered to vote, and at the tine
registered | resided on .... Street, in the nmunicipality of
., County of ...., State of Florida; that | ama qualified
voter of the county and state aforesaid and have not voted in
this election.
.(Signature of voter)..
19

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987

403-107-01
1 Sworn to and subscribed before nme this .... day of
2 ., A D ...(year)....
3 ...(derk or inspector of election)..
4 Precinct No. .....
5 County of .....
6
7 (2) The person shall fill out, in his or her own
8| handwiting or with assistance froma nenber of the election
9| board, the formand nake an affidavit to the facts stated in
10| the filled-in form such affidavit shall then be sworn to and
11 | subscri bed before one of the inspectors or clerks of the
12 | el ection who is authorized to adm nister the oath. Wenever
13| the affidavit is made and filed with the clerk or inspector
14 | the person shall then be adnitted to—the—votingrachine to
15| cast his or her vote, but if the person fails or refuses to
16 | neke out or file such affidavit, then he or she shall not be
17 | permitted to vote.
18 Section 15. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, subsections
191 (4), (5, and (8) of section 101.5603, Florida Statutes, are
20 | anended to read:
21 101.5603 Definitions relating to El ectronic Voting
22 | Systens Act.--As used in this act, the term
23 (4) "Electronic or electronechanical voting systent
24 | neans a system of casting votes by use of voting devices or
25 | mar ki ng devices and counting ballots by enploying automatic
26 | tabul ati ng equi pnent or data processing equi pnent, and the
27 | termincludes touchscreen systens.
28 (5) "Marking device" neans etrther—an—approved
29 | apparatus—used—for—the—pierecingot—baHots—bythe—voter—or any
30 | approved device for marking a ballot with ink or other
31
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substance which will enable the ballot to be tabul ated by
neans of automatic tabul ati ng equi prment.

(8) "Voting device" neans erther—at—appatratus—in—which
ek . I I w . et "
tdevi-ce—for—the—prercirng—of—ba-ots—bythe—voeter—or an
apparatus by which votes are registered electronically.

Section 16. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section
101. 5604, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 5604 Adoption of system procurenent of equipnent;
commerci al tabul ations.--The board of county conmi ssioners of
any county, at any regular neeting or a special neeting called
for the purpose, may, upon consultation with the supervisor of
el ections, adopt, purchase or otherw se procure, and provide
for the use of any electronic or electronechanical voting
system approved by the Departnent of State in all or a portion
of the election precincts of that county. Thereafter the
el ectronic or el ectronechanical voting system may be used for
voting at all elections for public and party offices and on
all nmeasures and for receiving, registering, and counting the
votes thereof in such election precincts as the governi ng body
directs. A county nust use an el ectronic or el ectronechanica

preci nct tabul ati on voting system Any—stuch—board—rmay—<contract

fer—the—tabutation—of—votes—at—atocation—wthin—the—<county

Section 17. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, a voting
systemthat uses an apparatus or device for the piercing of

ballots by the voter may not be used in this state.
Section 18. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section
101. 5606, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

21
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101. 5606 Requirenents for approval of systens.--No
el ectronic or el ectronechani cal voting systemshall be
approved by the Departnent of State unless it is so
constructed that:

(1) It pernmits and requires voting in secrecy.

(2) It permits each elector to vote at any el ection
for all persons and offices for whom and for which the el ector
is lawfully entitled to vote, and no others; to vote for as
many persons for an office as the elector is entitled to vote
for; and to vote for or against any question upon which the
elector is entitled to vote.

(3) The autonmmtic tabul ati ng equi pnent shall be set to

reject a ballot and provide the elector an opportunity to

correct the ball ot where the nunber of votes for an office or

nmeasur e exceeds the nunber which the voter is entitled to cast

or when the tabul ati ng equi pnent reads the ballot with no

vot es cast.
(4) 3 For rejected ballots that voters choose to

cast,the automatic tabul ating equi pnent will be set to accept
the ballot and reject all votes for any office or neasure when

t he number of votes therefor exceeds the number which the
voter is entitled to cast or when the voter is not entitled to
cast a vote for the office or neasure.

(5)t4)r It is capable of correctly counting votes.

(6)5)r It permits each voter at a prinmary election to
vote only for the candi dates seeking nom nation by the
political party in which such voter is registered, for any
candi date for nonpartisan office, and for any question upon
which the voter is entitled to vote.

(7)t6) At presidential elections it permts each
el ector, by one operation, to vote for all presidential

22

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

el ectors of a party or for all presidential electors of
candi dates for President and Vice President with no party
affiliation.

(8) A It provides a nethod for wite-in voting.

(9)8)y It is capable of accunulating a count of the
specific nunber of ballots tallied for a precinct,
accunmul ating total votes by candidate for each office, and
accunmul ating total votes for and agai nst each question and
i ssue of the ballots tallied for a precinct.

(10)¢(9)y It is capable of tallying votes fromballots
of different political parties fromthe sane precinct, in the
case of a primary el ection.

(11) 36y It is capable of automatically producing
precinct totals in printed, marked, or punched form or a
conbi nati on thereof.

(12) 33y If it is of a type which registers votes
el ectronically, it will pernit each voter to change his or her
vote for any candidate or upon any question appearing on the
official ballot up to the tine that the voter takes the fina
step to register his or her vote and to have the vote
conput ed

(13) 32y It is capable of providing records from which
t he operation of the voting system nmay be audited.

(14) It uses a precinct-count tabul ati on system

(15) It does not use an apparatus or device for the

piercing of ballots by the voter

Section 19. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
101. 5607, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
101. 5607 Departnent of State to maintain voting system
i nformation; prepare software.--
(1)
23
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(b) Wthin 24 hours after the conpletion of any logic
and accuracy test conducted pursuant to s. 101.5612(%4), the
supervi sor of elections shall send by certified mail to the
Departnent of State a copy of the tabul ation program whi ch was
used in the logic and accuracy testing.

Section 20. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
101. 5608, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 5608 Voting by electronic or el ectronechanica
net hod; procedures. --

(2) When an electronic or el ectronechani cal voting
systemutilizes a ballot card or paper ballot, the foll ow ng
procedures shall be foll owed:

(b) Any voter who spoils his or her ballot or makes an
error may return the ballot to the election official and
secure another ballot, except that in no case shall a voter be
furnished nore than three ballots. If the vote tabulation

device has rejected a ballot, the ballot shall be considered

spoil ed and a new ball ot shall be provided to the voter

unl ess the voter chooses to cast the rejected ballot. The

el ection official, without exam ning the original ballot,

shall state the possible reasons for the rejection and direct

the voter to the instruction nodel provided at the precinct

pursuant to s. 101.5611. A spoiled ballot shall be preserved,

Wi t hout exam nation, in an envel ope provided for that purpose.
The stub shall be renoved fromthe ballot and placed in an
envel ope.

Section 21. Section 101.5612, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

101. 5612 Testing of tabul ati ng equi pnent. --

(1) Al electronic or electronechanical voting systens

shal|l be thoroughly tested at the concl usion of nmintenance
24
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and progranm ng. Tests shall be sufficient to deternine that

the voting systemis properly progranmed, the election is

correctly defined on the voting system and all of the voting

systeminput, output, and conmuni cation devices are working
properly.

(2) ) On any day not nore than 10 days prior to the
el ection day, the supervisor of elections shall have the

automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent publicly tested to ascertain
that the equipnment will correctly count the votes cast for al
of fices and on all neasures. Public notice of the tinme and

pl ace of the test shall be given at |east 48 hours prior
thereto by publication once in one or nore newspapers of
general circulation in the county or, if there is no newspaper
of general circulation in the county, by posting such notice
in at |east four conspicuous places in the county. The
supervi sor or the nunicipal elections official nay, at the
time of qualifying, give witten notice of the tine and

| ocation of such public the preelection test to each candi date
qgqualifying with that office and obtain a signed receipt that
such notice has been given. The Departnent of State shal

give witten notice to each statew de candidate at the tine of
qualifying, or inmediately at the end of qualifying, that the
voting equi prment will be tested and advi se each such candi date
to contact the county supervisor of elections as to the tine
and | ocation of the public preelection test pretest. The
supervi sor or the nunicipal elections official shall, at |east

15 days prior to an election, send witten notice by certified
mail to the county party chair of each political party and to
all candidates for other than statew de of fi ce whose nanes
appear on the ballot in the county and who did not receive
witten notification fromthe supervisor or nunicipa

25
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el ections official at the tinme of qualifying, stating the tine
and | ocation of the public preelection test of the automatic
tabul ati ng equi pnent. The canvassi ng board shall convene, and
each nenber of the canvassing board shall certify to the
accuracy of the test. For the test, the canvassi ng board may
desi gnate one nenber to represent it. The test shall be open
to representatives of the political parties, the press, and
the public. Each political party nay designate one person
with expertise in the conputer field who shall be allowed in
the central counting roomwhen all tests are bei ng conducted
and when the official votes are being counted. Such desighee
shall not interfere with the normal operation of the
canvassi ng board.

(3) For electronic or el ectronechani cal voting systens

configured to tabul ate absentee ballots at a central or

regional site, the public testing shall be conducted by

processing a preaudited group of ballots so produced as to

record a predeternined nunber of valid votes for each

candi date and on each neasure and to include one or nore

ball ots for each office which have activated voting positions

in excess of the nunber allowed by law in order to test the

ability of the automatic tabul ating equi pnent to reject such

votes. |If any error is detected, the cause therefor shall be

corrected and an errorless count shall be nmade before the

autonmatic tabul ati ng equi pnent is approved. The test shall be

repeated and errorless results achieved i medi ately before the

start of the official count of the ballots and again after the

conpl etion of the official count. The prograns and ballots

used for testing shall be seal ed and retai ned under the

custody of the county canvassi ng board.

26
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(4)(a)l. For electronic or electronechanical voting

systens configured to include el ectronic or el ectronechanica

tabul ati on devices which are distributed to the precincts, al

or a sanple of the devices to be used in the election shall be

publicly tested. If a sanple is to be tested, the sanple

shal |l consist of a random selection of at |east 5 percent or

10 of the devices, whichever is greater. The test shall be

conducted by processing a group of ballots, causing the device

to output results for the ballots processed, and conparing the

output of results to the results expected for the ballots

processed. The group of ballots shall be produced so as to

record a predeternined nunber of valid votes for each

candi date and on each neasure and to include for each office

one or nore ballots which have activated voting positions in

excess of the nunber allowed by law in order to test the

ability of the tabulating device to reject such votes.

2. |If any tested tabulating device is found to have an

error in tabulation, it shall be deenmed unsatisfactory. For

each devi ce deened unsati sfactory, the canvassi ng board shal

take steps to determ ne the cause of the error, shall attenpt

to identify and test other devices that coul d reasonably be

expected to have the sane error, and shall test a nunber of

addi ti onal devices sufficient to determ ne that all devices

are satisfactory. Upon deening any device unsatisfactory, the

canvassing board may require all devices to be tested or may

declare that all devices are unsatisfactory.

3. |If the operation or output of any tested tabul ation

devi ce, such as spelling or the order of candidates on a

report, is in error, such problemshall be reported to the

canvassi ng board. The canvassi ng board shall then deternine
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1|if the reported problemwarrants its deem ng the device

2 | unsati sfactory.

3 (b) At the conpletion of testing under this

4 | subsection, the canvassing board or its representative, the

5| representatives of the political parties, and the candi dates

6| or their representatives who attended the test shall w tness

7] the resetting of each device that passed to a preel ection

8 | state of readiness and the sealing of each device that passed
9|in such a nmanner as to secure its state of readiness until the
10 | openi ng of the polls.

11 (c) The canvassing board or its representative shal

12 | execute a witten statenent setting forth the tabul ation

13 | devices tested, the results of the testing, the protective

14 | counter nunbers, if applicable, of each tabul ation device, the
15 | nunber of the seal securing each tabul ati on device at the

16 | concl usi on of testing, any problens reported to the board as a
17 | result of the testing, and whether each device tested is

18 | satisfactory or unsatisfactory.

19 (d) Any tabulating device deened unsatisfactory shal

20 | be reprogrammed, repaired, or replaced and shall be nade

21 | available for retesting. Such device nust be determ ned by

22 | the canvassing board or its representative to be satisfactory
23| before it may be used in any election. The canvassi ng board
24 | or its representative shall announce at the close of the first
25| testing the date, place, and tine that any unsatisfactory

26 | device will be retested or may, at the option of the board,

27 | notify by tel ephone each person who was present at the first
28 | testing as to the date, place, and tine that the retesting

29 | will occur.

30 (e) Records nust be kept of all preelection testing of
31| electronic or el ectronechani cal tabul ati on devices used in any

28
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el ection. Such records are to be present and available for

i nspection and reference during public preelection testing by

any person in attendance during such testing. The need of the

canvassi ng board for access to such records during the testing

shal | take precedence over the need of other attendees to

access such records so that the work of the canvassi ng board

will not be delayed or hindered. Records of testing nust

i nclude, for each device, the nane of each person who tested

the device and the date, place, tine, and results of each

test. Records of testing shall be retained as part of the

official records of the election in which any devi ce was used.

Section 22. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, subsections
(1), (2), (3), and (7) of section 101.5614, Florida Statutes,
as anended by this act, are anended to read:

101. 5614 Canvass of returns.--

29

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

1 (1) ta)r In precincts in which an electronic or

2 | el ectronechani cal voting systemis used, as soon as the polls
3| are closed, the election board shall secure the voting devices
4 | against further voting. The election board shall thereafter

5] open the ballot box in the presence of nmenbers of the public

6| desiring to witness the proceedi ngs and count the nunber of

7 | voted ballots, unused ballots, provisional ballots, and

8| spoiled ballots to ascertai n whether such nunber corresponds

9| with the nunber of ballots issued by the supervisor. |If there
10| is a difference, this fact shall be reported in witing to the
11 | county canvassing board with the reasons therefor if known.

12 | The total nunmber of voted ballots shall be entered on the

13 | fornms provided. The proceedi ngs of the election board at the
14 | precinct after the polls have closed shall be open to the

15 | public; however, no person except a nenber of the election

16 | board shall touch any ballot or ballot container or interfere
17 | with or obstruct the orderly count of the ballots.

w
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(2) thy—t+fbalHoets—aretobe—countedat—theprecinets-
steh—baHots—shatH—be—countedpursuant—to—rutes—adoptedt—by The
Departnent of State—whieh—+utes shall, in accordance with s.
101. 015, adopt rul es that provide safeguards whieh—eonfoermas

I  eabl I F I dedi I
procedures for the counting of votes at a precinct and at a
central or regional |ocation.

(3)tb)r The results of ++ ballots are tabul ated at

preci nct regrenalt | ocati ons;—the—restutts—of—sueh—etection nay
be transnitted via—dedicatedteteprocessing+Hines to the main

conputer system for the purpose of conpilation of conplete
returns. The security guidelines for transm ssion of returns

by—dedi-cated—teteprocessing—+ines shall conformto rul es
adopted by the Departnent of State pursuant to s. 101.015.

31
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(7) Absentee ballots may be counted by automatic
tabul ati ng equi pnrent if they have been punched—oe+ marked in a
manner which will enable themto be properly counted by such
equi pnent.

Section 23. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section
101.58, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 58 Supervi sing and observing registration and
el ection processes.--The Departnent of State nmay, at any tine
it deens fit; upon the petition of 5 percent of the registered
el ectors; or upon the petition of any candi date, county
executive commttee chair, state conmitteenan or
conmi tt eeworman, or state executive conmittee chair, appoint
one or nore deputies whose duties shall be to observe and
exam ne the registration and el ection processes and the
condition, custody, and operation of voting systens and
equi pnent maehines in any county or nunicipality. The deputy
shal | have access to all registration books and records as
wel |l as any other records or procedures relating to the voting
process. The deputy may supervise preparation of the voting
equi pnent etecten—+maehines and procedures for election, and
it shall be unlawful for any person to obstruct the deputy in
the performance of his or her duty. The deputy shall file with
the Departnent of State a report of his or her findings and
observations of the registration and el ection processes in the
county or municipality, and a copy of the report shall also be
filed with the clerk of the circuit court of said county. The
conpensation of such deputies shall be fixed by the Departnent
of State; and costs incurred under this section shall be paid
fromthe annual operating appropriation nade to the Depart nment
of State.

32
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Section 24. Section 101.595, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
101.595 Analysis and reports of voter error.--

(1) No later than Decenber 15 of each general election

year, the supervisor of elections in each county shall report

on voter errors to the Departnent of State, along with the

likely reasons for the errors and other information as may be

useful in evaluating the perfornance of the voting system and

identifying problens with ballot design and instructions which

may have contributed to voter confusion

(2) The Departnent of State, upon receipt of such

information, shall prepare a public report on the perfornance

of each type of voting system The report nust contain, but

is not linmted to, the follow ng i nfornmation

(a) An identification of problenms with the ball ot

design or instructions which may have contributed to voter

conf usi on.
(b) An identification of voting system design

probl ens.
(c) Recommendations for correcting any probl ens
i denti fi ed.
(3) The Departnent of State shall subnit the report to

the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives by January 31 of each year

following a general election.
Section 25. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, subsection
(2) of section 101.71, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
101.71 Polling place. --
(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1),

whenever the supervisor of elections of any county determ nes
that the accommodations for holding any election at a polling
33
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pl ace designated for any precinct in the county are
unavai |l abl e or are inadequate for the expeditious and
ef ficient housing and handling of voting and voting
par aphernal i a, tnetuting—votihg—rachines—where—used:t he
supervi sor may provide, not |ess than 30 days prior to the
hol di ng of an election, that the voting place for such
precinct shall be noved to another site which shall be
accessible to the public on election day in said precinct or,
if such is not available, to another site which shall be
accessible to the public on election day in a contiguous
precinct. |f such action of the supervisor results in the
voting place for two or nore precincts being located for the
pur poses of an election in one building, the voting places for
the several precincts involved shall be established and
mai nt ai ned separate fromeach other in said building. Wen
any supervi sor noves any polling place pursuant to this
subsection, the supervisor shall, not nore than 30 days or
fewer than 7 days prior to the holding of an election, give
notice of the change of the polling place for the precinct
i nvolved, with clear description of the voting place to which
changed, at |east once in a newspaper of general circulation
in said county. A notice of the change of the polling place
i nvolved shall be mailed, at |east 14 days prior to an
el ection, to each registered elector or to each household in
which there is a registered el ector

Section 26. Subsection (1) of section 101.75, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

101. 75 Municipal elections; change of dates for
cause. - -

(1) In any nunicipality, when the date of the
nmuni ci pal election falls on the sane date as any statew de or

34
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1| county election and the voting devices of the voting system
2| used in the county nachines are not available for both

3| elections, the nunicipality may provide that the mnunicipa

4] election may be held within 30 days prior to or subsequent to
5| the statewide or county el ection

6 Section 27. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, subsections
71 (4) and (7) of section 102.012, Florida Statutes, are anmended
8| to read:

9 102. 012 Inspectors and clerks to conduct el ections.--
10 (4)(a) The election board of each precinct shal

11| attend the polling place by 6 a.m of the day of the election
12 | and shall arrange the furniture, stationery, and voting

13 | equi pnent.

14 (b) An election board shall conduct the voting,

15| beginning and closing at the tine set forth ins. 100.011. |If
16 | nore than one board has been appoi nted, the second board

17 | shall, upon the closing of the polls, cone on duty and count
18 | the votes cast. In such case, the first board shall turn over
19| to the second board all closed ballot boxes, registration

20 | books, and other records of the election at the tine the

21 | boards change. The second board shall continue counting unti
22 | the count is conplete or until 7 a.m the next norning, and,
23| if the count is not conpleted at that tine, the first board
24 | that conducted the election shall again report for duty and
25| conplete the count. The second board shall turn over to the
26| first board all ballots counted, all ballots not counted, and
27 | all registration books and other records and shall advise the
28 | first board as to what has transpired in tabulating the

29 | results of the election

30

31

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

1 | i-haspector—Tor—each—achine—t+n—excess—of—one—however—the
2 | supervi-sor—of—eleecti-ons—rayappoint—agreater—nunrber—of

3 | addi-ti-onal—inspeectors—than—teguired—by—thi-s—subsection—

4 Section 28. Subsections (8) and (9) of section

5| 103.101, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

6 103. 101 Presidential preference primary.--

7 (8) Al nanes of candi dates or del egates shall be
8| listed as directed by the Departnent of State. The—baHot—as
9 | preseribed—in—this—section—shat-—be—uset

10 t9)—Fhe—presi-dential——preference—primary—baHoet—shat-
11 | be—in——substantiaHythe foHHowngform

12

13 OFF-CHAL—PRESHDPENTHAL—PREFERENCE

14 PRHMARY-—BALLOF

15

16 | Ne: Patty

17 ————COUNTY,—FLEORHBA

18

19 Preeirnet—No————

20

21 —f(Bate)——

22

23 [—(Sighature—of—Voterr—— —{tnitals—ef—tssuing
24 | efHetrab)y——

25

26 Stub—No—2

27

28 OFF-CHAL—PRESHDPENTHAL—PREFERENCE

29 PRHMARY-—BALLOF

30

31 | Ne- Patty
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Section 29. Section 104.30, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

104. 30 Voting system sachine; unl awful possessi on
t anpering. - -

(1) Any unauthorized person who unlawfully has
possessi on of any voting system conponents, rachifne or key

thereof is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the first degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(2) Any person who tanpers or attenpts to tanper with
or destroy any voting system or equi pnent maehine with the

intention of interfering with the election process or the
results thereof is guilty of a felony of the third degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s.
775. 084.

Section 30. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, section
138.05, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

138.05 Formof ballot.--The clerk of the circuit court
of any county in this state, when the nanes of the towns
villages,and cities required in s. 138.04 have been furnished
hi m or her, shall have printed, at the expense of the county,
a suitable ballot to be used in the sard election, the sad
ballot to contain, in al phabetical order, the nanes of al
such towns, villages,and cities, and no other places shall be
printed on the sat¢d bal |l ot si—provided—that—in—counttes—where

I F . " . I F I

o by aw—t . TN . hat
. F eable—1 I I I F o .
II&6|I'I Res.
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Section 31. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
582.18, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

582.18 Election of supervisors of each district.--

(1)

(c) The nanes of all nom nees on behal f of whom such
nom nating petitions have been filed shall appear upon ballots
in accordance with the general election laws. Al qualified
el ectors residing within the district shall be eligible to
vote in such election. The candi dates who receive the | argest
nunber of the votes cast from each group of candi dates;—as
provided—n—s—106-0%%-i n such el ection shall be the el ected
supervi sors fromsuch group for such district. |In the case of
a newy created district participating in a regular election
for the first tinme, three groups of candi dates shall be
el ected for terms of 4 years, and two groups shall be el ected
for initial terns of 2 years. Each candi date el ected shal
assune office on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in
January followi ng the el ection

Section 32. Sections 100.071, 101.141, 101. 181,

101. 191, 101.251, and 101.5609, Florida Statutes, are
r epeal ed

Section 33. Effective Septenber 2, 2002, sections
101.011, 101.27, 101.28, 101.29, 101.32, 101.33, 101. 35,
101.36, 101.37, 101.38, 101.39, 101.40, 101.445, 101.45,
101.46, 101.47, 101.54, 101.55, and 101.56, Florida Statutes,
are repeal ed

Section 34. Section 97.021, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

97.021 Definitions.--For the purposes of this code,
except where the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
term

39

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

(1) "Absent elector" neans any regi stered and
qgqual i fied voter who casts an absentee ballot. =

© 00 N o O b~ W DN PP

1l

23 | baHoets

24 (2) "Ballot" or "official ballot" when used in

25| reference to:

26 (a) "Voting nmachi nes," except when reference is made
27| to wite-in ballots, neans that portion of the printed strips
28 | of cardboard, paper, or other material that is within the

29 | ballot franmes containing the nanes of candi dates, or a

30 | statenent of a proposed constitutional amendnent or other

31
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guestion or proposition subnitted to the electorate at any
el ection.

(b) "Paper ballots" nmeans that printed sheet of paper
containing the nanes of candidates, or a statenent of proposed
constitutional anendnents or other questions or propositions
submitted to the electorate at any el ection, on which sheet of
paper an el ector casts his or her vote.

(c) "Electronic or electronechanical devices" neans a
ball ot which is voted by the process of punching or narking
with a marking device for tabulation by automatic tabul ating
equi pnrent or data processing equi pnent.

(3) "Candidate" neans any person to whom any one or
nore of the foll ow ng applies:

(a) Any person who seeks to qualify for nom nation or
el ection by neans of the petitioning process.

(b) Any person who seeks to qualify for election as a
wite-in candi date.

(c) Any person who receives contributions or nakes
expendi tures, or gives his or her consent for any other person
to receive contributions or nake expenditures, with a viewto
bringi ng about his or her nomination or election to, or
retention in, public office.

(d) Any person who appoints a treasurer and desi gnates
a primary depository.

(e) Any person who files qualification papers and
subscribes to a candidate's oath as required by | aw.

However, this definition does not include any candidate for a
political party executive comrttee.

41
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(4) "Central voter file" neans a statewi de, centrally
mai nt ai ned dat abase contai ning voter registration information
of all counties in this state.

(5) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of State.

(6) "Division" neans the Division of Elections of the
Departnent of State.

(7) "Election" neans any prinmary el ection, special
primary el ection, special election, general election, or
presidential preference prinmary el ection.

(8) "Election board" neans the clerk and i nspectors
appoi nted to conduct an el ection

(9) "Election costs" shall include, but not be linted
to, expenditures for all paper supplies such as envel opes,
instructions to voters, affidavits, reports, ballot cards,
bal | ot bookl ets for absentee voters, postage, notices to
voters; advertisenents for registration book closings, testing
of voting equi prent, sanple ballots, and polling places; forns
used to qualify candidates; polling site rental and equi prment
delivery and pickup; data processing tine and suppli es;
el ection records retention; and | abor costs, including those
costs uniquely associated with absentee ball ot preparation
poll workers, and el ection night canvass.

(10) "Elector" is synonynous with the word "voter" or

"qualified elector or voter," except where the word is used to
descri be presidential electors.

(11) "Ceneral election" neans an el ection held on the
first Tuesday after the first Mnday in Novenber in the
even- nunbered years, for the purpose of filling national
state, county, and district offices and for voting on

constitutional anendnents not otherw se provided for by |aw.
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(12) "Lists of registered el ectors" neans copies of
printed |ists of registered electors, conputer tapes or disks,
or any other device used by the supervisor of elections to
mai ntai n voter records.

(13) "Menber of the Merchant Marine" neans an
i ndi vidual, other than a nenber of a uniforned service or an

i ndi vi dual enpl oyed, enrolled, or maintained on the G eat

Lakes for the inland waterways, who is:

(a) Enployed as an officer or crew nenber of a vessel

docunent ed under the laws of the United States, a vessel owned

by the United States, or a vessel of foreign-flag registry

under charter to or control of the United States; or

(b) Enrolled with the United States for enpl oynent or

training for enploynent, or nmmintained by the United States

for energency relief service, as an officer or crew nenber of

such vessel

(14) 33y "M nnor political party" is any group as
defined in this subsection which on January 1 preceding a
primary el ection does not have registered as nenbers 5 percent
of the total registered electors of the state. Any group of
citizens organi zed for the general purposes of electing to
office qualified persons and determ ning public issues under
the denocratic processes of the United States may becone a
m nor political party of this state by filing with the
departnent a certificate showing the nane of the organization
the nanmes of its current officers, including the nenbers of
its executive conmittee, and a copy of its constitution or
bylaws. It shall be the duty of the minor political party to
notify the departnent of any changes in the filing certificate
within 5 days of such changes.
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(15) (34> "Newspaper of general circulation" neans a

newspaper printed in the | anguage nost conmonly spoken in the
area within which it circulates and which is readily avail abl e
for purchase by all inhabitants in the area of circulation
but does not include a newspaper intended primarily for
menbers of a particular professional or occupational group, a
newspaper the primary function of which is to carry | ega
notices, or a newspaper that is given away primarily to
di stribute adverti sing.

(16) £¥5) "Nominal val ue" nmeans having a retail value
of $10 or |ess.

(17) £36) "Nonpartisan office" neans an office for
which a candidate is prohibited from canpai gning or qualifying
for election or retention in office based on party
affiliation.

(18) 7 "Ofice that serves persons with
disabilities" nmeans any state office that takes applications
either in person or over the tel ephone from persons with
disabilities for any program service, or benefit primarily
related to their disabilities.

(19) "Overseas voter" neans:

(a) Menbers of the uniformed services while in the

active service who are pernanent residents of the state and

are tenporarily residing outside the territorial linmts of the
United States and the District of Col unbia;

(b) Menbers of the Merchant Marine of the United
States who are pernanent residents of the state and are

tenmporarily residing outside the territorial linmts of the
United States and the District of Colunbia; and
(c) Oher citizens of the United States who are
permanent residents of the state and are tenporarily residing
44
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outside the territorial limts of the United States and the
District of Col unbia,

who are qualified and registered to vote as provided by | aw.

(20) "Overvote" neans that the el ector nmarks or

desi gnhates nore nanes than there are persons to be elected to

an office or designates nore than one answer to a ball ot

guestion, and the tabul ator records no vote for the office or

guesti on.

(21) 38y "Persons with disabilities" neans individuals
who have a physical or nental inpairnent that substantially
limts one or nore major life activities.

(22) 19y "Polling place" is the building which
contains the polling roomwhere ballots are cast.

(23)¢26) "Polling roont means the actual roomin which
bal l ots are cast.

(24) 2%y "Primary el ection" nmeans an el ection held
precedi ng the general election for the purpose of noninating a
party noninee to be voted for in the general election to fil
a national, state, county, or district office. The first
primary is a nonmination or elimnation election; the second
primary is a nominating election only.

(25) "Provisional ballot" neans a ballot issued to a

voter by the election board at the polling place on election

day for one of the foll ow ng reasons:

(a) The voter's nane does not appear on the precinct

regi ster and verification of the voter's eligibility cannot be

det er m ned; or

(b) There is an indication on the precinct register

that the voter has requested an absentee ballot and there is
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no i ndi cati on whet her the voter has returned the absentee
bal | ot .
(26) (22> "Public assistance" neans assi stance provided

t hrough the food stanp program the Medicaid program the

Speci al Suppl enental Food Program for Wnen, Infants, and
Chil dren; and the WAGES Program

(27)23) "Public office" neans any federal, state,
county, municipal, school, or other district office or
position which is filled by vote of the electors.

(28) (24) "Qualifying educational institution" neans
any public or private educational institution receiving state
financial assistance which has, as its primary m ssion, the
provi sion of education or training to students who are at
| east 18 years of age, provided such institution has nore than
200 students enrolled in classes with the institution and
provided that the recogni zed student governnent organization
has requested this designation in witing and has filed the
request with the office of the supervisor of elections in the
county in which the institution is | ocated.

(29) (25) "Special election" is a special election
called for the purpose of voting on a party nomnee to fill a
vacancy in the national, state, county, or district office.

(30) (26) "Special primary election” is a special
nom nation el ection designated by the Governor, called for the
purpose of nonminating a party nominee to be voted on in a
general or special election.

(31) 27y "Supervisor" neans the supervisor of
el ections.

(32) "Undervote" neans that the el ector does not

properly designate any choice for an office or ball ot
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1| question, and the tabulator records no vote for the office or
2 | questi on.

3 (33) "Uniforned services" neans the Arny, Navy, Air

4| Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, the conm ssioned corps
5] of the Public Health Service, and the conmm ssi oned corps of

6 | the National Cceanic and At nospheric Administration

7 (34)28) "Voter registration agency" neans any office
8 | that provides public assistance, any office that serves

9| persons with disabilities, any center for independent |iving,
10| or any public library.

11 (35) 29y "Voting booth" or "booth" means that booth or
12 | encl osure wherein an elector casts his or her ballot, be it a
13 | paper ballot, a voting nmachine ballot, or a ballot cast for
14 | tabul ation by an el ectronic or el ectronechanical device.

15 (36) 36y "Voting systent nmeans a method of casting and
16 | processing votes that functions wholly or partly by use of

17 | mechani cal, el ectronechanical, or electronic apparatus or by
18 | use of paper ballots and includes, but is not linited to, the
19 | procedures for casting and processing votes and the prograns,
20 | operating manual s, tabulating cards, printouts, and other

21 | software necessary for the system s operation

22 Section 35. Section 101.048, Florida Statutes, is

23| created to read:

24 101.048 Provisional ballots.--

25 (1) At all elections, a voter claining to be properly
26 | registered in the county and eligible to vote at the precinct
27 |1 in the election, but whose eligibility cannot be deternined,
28 | shall be entitled to vote a provisional ballot. Once voted,
29 | the provisional ballot shall be placed in a secrecy envel ope
30| and thereafter sealed in a provisional ballot envel ope. The
31| provisional ballot shall be deposited in a ballot box. A
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provisional ballots shall remain sealed in their envel opes for

return to the supervisor of elections.

(2)(a) The county canvassi ng board shall exam ne each

provisional ballot to deternine if the person voting that

ball ot was entitled to vote at the precinct in the election

and that the person had not already cast a ballot in the

el ecti on.
(b)1. If it is deternined that the person was

regi stered and entitled to vote at the precinct in the

el ection, the canvassi ng board shall conpare the signature on

the provisional ballot envel ope with the signature on the

voter's registration and, if it matches, shall count the
bal | ot .
2. If it is deternined that the person voting the

provi sional ballot was not registered or entitled to vote at

the precinct in the election, the provisional ballot shall not

be counted and the ballot shall remain in the envel ope

containing the Provisional Ballot Voter's Certificate and the

envel ope marked "Rejected as Illegal.”
(3) The Provisional Ballot Voter's Certificate shal
be in substantially the following form

STATE OF FLORI DA
COUNTY OF ...

| do solemmly swear (or affirnm) that ny nane is ....;

that ny date of birthis ....; that | amregistered to vote
and at the time | registered | resided at ...., in the
municipality of ...., in.... County, Florida; that | ama

qgualified voter of the county and have not voted in this

el ecti on.
48
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1 ...(Signature of Voter)..
2 ...(Current Address)..
3

4] Sworn to and subscri bed before ne this .... day of ........ ,
5] ..(year)...

6| ..(derk or Inspector of Election)..

7

8| Additional information may be provided to further assist the
9 | supervisor of elections in determning eligibility. If known,
10 | pl ease provide the place and date that you registered to vote.
11

12 (4) In counties where the voting system does not

13| utilize a paper ballot, the supervisor of elections shal

14 | provide the appropriate provisional ballots to each polling
15| pl ace.

16 Section 36. Subsections (2) and (3) of section

17 | 101. 045, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

18 101.045 Electors nust be registered in precinct;

19 | provisions for residence or nanme change. --
20 (2)(a) An elector who noves fromthe precinct within
21| the county in which the elector is registered may be pernitted
22| to vote in the precinct to which he or she has noved his or
23 | her legal residence, provided such elector conpletes an
24 | affirmation in substantially the follow ng form
25
26 Change of Legal Residence of Registered
27 Vot er
28
29 | Under penalties for false swearing, |, ...(Nane of voter)...
30| swear (or affirm that the forner address of ny |lega
31| residence was ... (Address of legal residence)... in the
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municipality of ...., in .... County, Florida, and | was
registered to vote in the .... precinct of .... County,
Florida; that | have not voted in the precinct of ny fornmer
registration in this election; that | now reside at

...(Address of legal residence)... in the Minicipality of
., in .... County, Florida, and amtherefore eligible to
vote inthe .... precinct of .... County, Florida; and

further swear (or affirm) that | amotherw se legally
regi stered and entitled to vote.

...(Signature of voter whose address of |egal residence has
changed). ..

(b) An elector whose nanme changes because of narriage
or other |legal process may be pernmitted to vote, provided such
el ector conpletes an affirmation in substantially the
following form

Change of Nane of Registered

Vot er
Under penalties for false swearing, |, ...(New nanme of
voter)..., swear (or affirm that my nane has been changed

because of marriage or other |egal process. My forner nane and
address of |egal residence appear on the registration books of
precinct .... as foll ows:
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1| My present nane and address of |egal residence are as follows:
2 NaIMB.
3| AdAr eSS, . .o
A1 Municipal i ty. ..
D COUN Y. . e e e
6| Florida, Zip....... e
7] and | further swear (or affirnm) that | amotherw se legally

8| registered and entitled to vote.

9

10 ...(Signature of voter whose nane has changed)..
11

12 (c) Such affirmation, when conpleted and presented at
13 | the precinct in which such elector is entitled to vote, and
14 | upon verification of the elector's registration,shall entitle
15| such elector to vote as provided in this subsection. |If the
16 | elector's eligibility to vote cannot be determ ned, he or she
17 | shall be entitled to vote a provisional ballot, subject to the
18 | requirenents and procedures in s. 101.048. Upon recei pt of an
19 | affirmation certifying a change in address of |egal residence
20| or nane, the supervisor shall as soon as practicabl e nmake the
21 | necessary changes in the registration records of the county to
22 | indicate the change in address of |egal residence or nanme of
23| such el ector.
24 (d) Instead of the affirmation contained in paragraph
25| (a) or paragraph (b), an elector nmay conplete a voter
26 | registration application that indicates the change of nane or
27 | change of address of |egal residence.
28 (e) A request for an absentee ballot pursuant to s
29| 101.62 which indicates that the el ector has had a change of
30 | address of legal residence fromthat in the supervisor's
31| records shall be sufficient as the notice to the supervisor of
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1| change of address of |egal residence required by this section
2 | Upon receipt of such request for an absentee ballot from an

3| el ector who has changed his or her address of |egal residence,
4 | the supervisor shall provide the elector with the proper

5| ballot for the precinct in which the elector then has his or
6 | her |egal residence.

7 (3) When an elector's nane does not appear on the

8 | registration books of the election precinct in which the

9| elector is registered and—when—the—etector—cannot—present—a
10 | vat-d—registration—ident+fecation—ecard, the el ector nay have
11| his or her nane restored if the supervisor is otherw se

12 | satisfied that the elector is validly registered, that the

13 | elector's nane has been erroneously onitted fromthe books,
14 | and that the elector is entitled to have his or her nane

15| restored. The supervisor, if he or she is satisfied as to the
16 | el ector's previous registration, shall allow such person to
17 | vote and shall thereafter issue a duplicate registration

18 | identification card.

19 Section 37. Subsections (1), (2), (5), (6), and (8) of
20 | section 101.5614, Florida Statutes, are anended, and

21 | subsection (9) is added to said section, to read:

22 101. 5614 Canvass of returns.--

23 (1)(a) In precincts in which an electronic or

24 | el ectronechani cal voting systemis used, as soon as the polls
25| are closed, the election board shall secure the voting devices
26 | against further voting. The el ection board shall thereafter
27 | open the ballot box in the presence of nenbers of the public
28 | desiring to witness the proceedi ngs and count the nunber of
29 | voted ballots, unused ballots, provisional ballots, and

30| spoiled ballots to ascertain whether such nunber corresponds
31| with the nunmber of ballots issued by the supervisor. |If there
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1|is adifference, this fact shall be reported in witing to the
2 | county canvassing board with the reasons therefor if known.
3| The total number of voted ballots shall be entered on the
4| forms provided. The proceedings of the election board at the
5] precinct after the polls have closed shall be open to the
6 | public; however, no person except a nenber of the election
7 | board shall touch any ballot or ballot container or interfere
8| with or obstruct the orderly count of the ballots.
9 (b) In lieu of opening the ballot box at the precinct,
10 | the supervisor may direct the election board to keep the
11 | ball ot box sealed and deliver it to a central or regiona
12 | counting location. In this case, the election board shal
13 | count the stubs renoved fromthe ballots to determ ne the
14 | nunber of voted ball ots.
15 (2)(a) |If the ballots are to be tallied at a centra
16 | location or at no nore than three regional |ocations, the
17 | el ection board shall place all ballots that have been cast and
18 | t he unused, void, provisional,and defective ballots in the
19 | container or containers provided for this purpose, which shal
20 | be sealed and delivered forthwith to the central or regiona
21 | counting location or other designated |ocation by two
22 | i nspectors who shall not, whenever possible, be of the sane
23| political party. The election board shall certify that the
24 | ballots were placed in such container or containers and each
25| container was sealed in its presence and under its
26 | supervision, and it shall further certify to the nunber of
27 | ballots of each type placed in the container or containers.
28 (b) If ballots are to be counted at the precincts,
29 | such ballots shall be counted pursuant to rul es adopted by the
30 | Departnment of State, which rules shall provide safeguards
31| which conformas nearly as practicable to the safeguards
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provided in the procedures for the counting of votes at a
central | ocation.

(5) If any ballot card of the type for which the
of fices and neasures are not printed directly on the card is
danmaged or defective so that it cannot properly be counted by
the automatic tabul ating equi pnent, a true duplicate copy
shal |l be made of the danmged ballot card in the presence of
Wi tnesses and substituted for the danaged ballot. Likew se, a
duplicate ballot card shall be nade of a defective ball ot
whi ch shall not include the invalid votes. All duplicate

ball ot cards shall be clearly labeled "duplicate," bear a
serial nunber which shall be recorded on the danaged or
defective ballot card, and be counted in |ieu of the damaged
or defective ballot. |If any ballot card of the type for which
of fices and neasures are printed directly on the card is
danmaged or defective so that it cannot properly be counted by
the automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent, a true duplicate copy nay
be made of the damamged ballot card in the presence of
wi t nesses and in the nanner set forth above, or the valid
votes on the danaged ballot card may be nmanual |y counted at
the counting center by the canvassi ng board, whichever
procedure is best suited to the systemused. |f any paper
ball ot is danaged or defective so that it cannot be counted
properly by the automatic tabul ating equi pnrent, the ball ot
shal |l be counted manually at the counting center by the
canvassing board. The totals for all such ballots or ball ot
cards counted nanually shall be added to the totals for the
several precincts or election districts. No vote shall be
declared invalid or void if there is a clear indication on the
ball ot that the voter has nmade a definite choi ce ef—the—intent
of—the—voter as deternined by the canvassing board. After
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1| duplicating a ballot, the defective ballot shall be placed in
2 | an envel ope provided for that purpose, and the duplicate

3| ballot shall be tallied with the other ballots for that

4| precinct.

5 (6) |If there is no clear indication on the ballot that
6 | the voter has made a definite choice for an office or ballot

7 | neasur e H—an—etector—marks—Aorehnates—than—there—are—persons
8 | to—be—etected—to—an—-offHiece—or—+f—i+t—is—inpossiblteto—determine
9 | the—eleetor-s—<chotee, the elector's ballot shall not be

10 | counted for that office or neasure, but the ball ot shall not
11 | be invalidated as to those nanmes or neasures which are

12 | properly marked.

13 (8) The return printed by the automatic tabul ating

14 | equi pnent, to which has been added the return of wite-in,

15 | absentee, and manual ly counted votes and votes from

16 | provisional ballots, shall constitute the official return of
17 | the election upon certification by the canvassing board. Upon
18 | conpletion of the count, the returns shall be open to the

19 | public. A copy of the returns may be posted at the centra

20| counting place or at the office of the supervisor of elections
21 |lin lieu of the posting of returns at individual precincts.

22 (9) Any supervisor of elections, deputy supervisor of
23| el ections, canvassi ng board nenber, el ection board nenber, or
24 | el ection enpl oyee who rel eases the results of any el ection

25| prior to the closing of the polls on election day commits a

26 | felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.

27 | 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

28 Section 38. Section 101.69, Florida Statutes, is

29 | anended to read:

30 101.69 Voting in person; return of absentee

31| ballot.--The provisions of this code shall not be construed to
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1| prohibit any elector fromvoting in person at the elector's

2| precinct on the day of an election notw thstanding that the

3| el ector has requested an absentee ballot for that election

4| An el ector who has received an absentee ballot, but desires to
5] vote in person, shall return the ballot, whether voted or not,
6|]to the election board in the elector's precinct. The returned
7 | ball ot shall be marked "cancel ed" by the board and placed with
8 | other canceled ballots. However, if the elector is unable to
9| return the ballot, the elector may vote a provisional ball ot
10| as provided in s. 101. 048 exectte—an—affidavi-t—stating—that

11 | the—absentee—baHot—hasnot—been—voted—and—the—etector—rmy

12 | then—vote—at—theprecinct.

13 Section 39. Section 102.111, Florida Statutes, is

14 | anended to read:

15 102. 111 El ections Canvassi ng Conmi ssion. - -

16 (1) +mediatety—after—eertifHiecation—of—any—etection—-by
17 | the—county—ecanvassingboart—theresutts—shatH—beforwarded—to

19 | er—state—offiecer—The Covernor—the—Seeretary—of—State,—and
20 | the—birrector—of thebiviston—of FEeetions—shalt—bethe

21 | Breetions—Canvassing—Conmi-sston—The El ecti ons Canvassi ng

22 | Conmi ssi on shall consist of the Governor and two nenbers of
23 | the Cabinet selected by the Governor. |If a nenber of the

24 | El ections Canvassing Conmi ssion is unable to serve for any

25 | reason, the Governor shall appoint a renmining nenber of the
26 | Cabinet. If there is a further vacancy, the renmmi ni ng nenbers
27 | of the comm ssion shall agree on another elected official to
28 | fill the vacancy. The El ections Canvassi ng Conm ssion shall

29 | as soon as the official results are conpiled from al

30| counties, certify the returns of the election and determ ne
31| and decl are who has been elected for each federal, state, and
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1| multicounty office. tn—the—event—that—any rnenber—of—the

5 I . . . . 1 abd » I
3 | returns—of—any—etection——such—renrber—shal-—be+eptacedby—=a

4 et I ey o I . w I .

5 ey S o . . ey

6 | received—by—theDbepartrent—of—State—by 5 p-—m—of—the—seventh
71 g  oltou I on—ah—rri-ssi . AT

8 | rgnereth—and—the—resutts—shown—by—thereturns—on—te—shat-—be
9 | eertifiet-

10 (2) The Division of Elections shall provide the staff
11| services required by the Elections Canvassi ng Conmi ssion

12 Section 40. Section 102.112, Florida Statutes, is

13 | anended to read:

14 102. 112 Deadline for subm ssion of county returns to
15| t he Departnent of State—penatties. --

16 (1) The county canvassing board or a majority thereof
17 | shall file the county returns for the election of a federal or
18 | state officer with the Departnent of State inmediately after
19 | certification of the election results.

20 (2) Returns nust be filed by 5 p.m on the 7th day

21| following the first prinmary el ecti on, ant—generat—eteetion—and
22| by 3 p.m on the 3rd day followi ng the second prinary

23| election, and by 5 p.m on the 11th day foll owi ng the genera
24 | el ecti on.

25 (3) If the returns are not received by the departnent
26 | by the time specified, such returns shall ray be ignored and
27 | the results on file at that tine shall may be certified by the
28 | depart nent.

29 (4) If the returns are not received by the departnent
30| due to an energency, as defined in s. 101.732, the El ections
31
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1| Canvassi ng Conmi ssion shall determ ne the deadline by which

2| the returns nmust be received.

3 > I I WY et I I

4l ¢ e I I ke fi I o I

5 | fremthe—boardrenber—s—personal—funds—Sueh—Fines—shat—be

6l 4 . w I I . . . . !

7 | ereated—by—-s—106-32—

8 3 I ey . I I I
9 bt I L orid I . - ssi-en—whi-ch—shaH
10 | adept—rutes—for—such—appeals—

11 Section 41. Present subsections (5) and (6) of section
12 ] 102. 141, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (7)
13| and (8), respectively, present subsection (4) is anended and
14 | renunbered as subsection (6), subsections (2) and (3) are

15 | anended, and new subsections (4) and (5) are added to said

16 | section, to read:

17 102. 141 County canvassi ng board; duties.--

18 (2) The county canvassing board shall neet in a

19 | building accessible to the public in the county where the
20| el ection occurred at a tinme and place to be designated by the
21 | supervisor of elections to publicly canvass the absentee
22 | electors' ballots as provided for in s. 101.68 and provi si onal
23| ballots as provided by s. 101.048. Public notice of the tine
24 | and place at which the county canvassing board shall neet to
25 | canvass the absentee electors' ballots and provisional ballots
26 | shall be given at |east 48 hours prior thereto by publication
27 | once in one or nore newspapers of general circulation in the
28 | county or, if there is no newspaper of general circulation in
29 | the county, by posting such notice in at |east four
30 | conspi cuous places in the county. As soon as the absentee
31| electors' ballots and the provisional ballots are canvassed,

58
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N D WNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

the board shall proceed to publicly canvass the vote given
each candi date, nomi nee, constituti onal anendnent, or other
neasure subnmitted to the electorate of the county, as shown by
the returns then on file in the office of the supervisor of
el ections and the office of the county court judge.

(3) The canvass, except the canvass of absentee
el ectors' returns and the canvass of provisional ballots,

shall be made fromthe returns and certificates of the
i nspectors as signed and filed by themw th the county court
judge and supervisor, respectively, and the county canvassing
board shall not change the nunber of votes cast for a
candi dat e, nom nee, constitutional anendnent, or other neasure
submitted to the electorate of the county, respectively, in
any polling place, as shown by the returns. Al returns shal
be made to the board on or before 2 a. mmneen of the day
following any primary, general, special, or other election
If the returns fromany precinct are mssing, if there are any
om ssions on the returns fromany precinct, or if there is an
obvi ous error on any such returns, the canvassing board shal
order a recount of the returns fromsuch precinct. Before
canvassi ng such returns, the canvassi ng board shall exam ne
t he ceunters—on—thermehines—or—the tabul ation of the ballots
cast in such precinct and determ ne whether the returns
correctly reflect the votes cast. |If there is a discrepancy
between the returns and the ceunters—of—theraechines—or—the
tabul ati on of the ballots cast, the eesunters—ofsuehrmachines
or—the tabul ation of the ballots cast shall be presuned
correct and such votes shall be canvassed accordi ngly.

(4) The canvassing board shall subnit unofficial

returns to the Departnent of State for each federal

statewide, state, or multicounty office or ballot neasure no
59

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

1| later than noon on the day after any prinmary, general

2 | special, or other election.

3 (5) |If the county canvassi ng board determ nes that the
4 | unofficial returns may contain a counting error in which the
5] vote tabulation systemfailed to count votes that were

6| properly marked in accordance with the instructions on the

7| ballot, the county canvassi ng board shall:

8 (a) Correct the error and recount the affected ballots
9| with the vote tabul ation system or

10 (b) Request that the Departnent of State verify the

11 | tabul ation software. \When the Departnent of State verifies
12 | such software, the departnent shall conpare the software used
13| to tabulate the votes with the software filed with the

14 | departnent pursuant to s. 101.5607 and check the el ection

15 | paraneters.

16 (6)t4)y If the unofficial returns fer—any—-oeffice

17 | reflect that a candidate for any office was defeated or

18 | elimnated by one-half of a percent or |less of the votes cast
19 | for such office, that a candidate for retention to a judicial
20| office was retained or not retai ned by one-half of a percent
21| or less of the votes cast on the question of retention, or
22 | that a nmeasure appearing on the ballot was approved or
23 | rejected by one-half of a percent or less of the votes cast on
24 | such neasure, the board responsible for certifying the results
25| of the vote on such race or neasure shall order a recount of
26 | the votes cast with respect to such office or neasure. A
27 | recount need not be ordered with respect to the returns for
28 | any office, however, if the candi date or candi dates defeated
29| or elimnated fromcontention for such office by one-half of a
30 | percent or less of the votes cast for such office request in
31| witing that a recount not be nmde.
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(a) In counties with voting systens that use ball ot

cards or paper ballots, each canvassi ng board responsible for

conducting a recount shall put each ballot through the

automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent for each precinct in which the

office or issue appeared on the ball ot and deternine whether

the returns correctly reflect the votes cast. Imediately

before the start of the recount and after conpletion of the

count, a test of the tabul ating equi pnent shall be conducted
as provided in s. 101.5612(2). |If the test indicates no
error, the recount tabulation of the ballots cast shall be

presunmed correct and such votes shall be canvassed

accordingly. If an error is detected, the cause therefor

shal | be ascertained and corrected and the recount repeated,

as necessary. The canvassi ng board shall imediately report

the error, along with the cause of the error and the

corrective neasures being taken, to the Departnent of State.

No later than 11 days after the el ection, the canvassi ng board

shall file a separate incident report with the Departnent of

State, detailing the resolution of the matter and identifying

any neasures that will avoid a future recurrence of the error

(b) In counties with voting systens that do not use

bal |l ot cards or paper ballots, each canvassi ng board

responsi ble for conducting a recount shall exani ne the
counters on the precinct tabulators to ensure that the total

of the returns on the precinct tabulators equals the overal
el ecti on return machines—or—the—tabulatieon—of—theballots—cast

. I . . bt e . I I
baH-ot—and—determne—whether—the—+returns—correctty—refHHect—the
votes—<cast. |f there is a discrepancy between the overal

el ection return returns and the counters of the precinct
t abul at or s maehinres—or—thetabulation—oft+hebaltots—east, the
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1| counters of the precinct tabul ators ef—sueh—+achines—or—the

2 | tabutation—of—thebaHoets—east shall be presuned correct and
3 | such votes shall be canvassed accordingly.

4 (c) The canvassing board shall submit a second set of

5] unofficial returns to the Departnent of State for each

6| federal, statewide, state, or nulticounty office or ball ot

7 | neasure no later than noon on the second day after any

8| election in which a recount was conducted pursuant to this

9 | subsection. |If the canvassing board is unable to conplete the
10 | recount prescribed in this subsection by the deadline, the

11 | second set of unofficial returns subnitted by the canvassing
12 | board shall be identical to the initial unofficial returns and
13 | the subnission shall also include a detail ed expl anati on of

14 | why it was unable to tinely conplete the recount. However,

15| the canvassi ng board shall conplete the recount prescribed in
16 | this subsection, along with any nmanual recount prescribed in
17| s. 102.166, and certify election returns in accordance with
18 | the requirenents of this chapter

19 Section 42. Section 102.166, Florida Statutes, is
20 | anended to read:
21 102. 166 Manual recounts Pretest—oef—eleetien—r+eturns—
22 | proceture. - -
23 (1) |If the second set of unofficial returns pursuant
241 to s. 102.141 indicates that a candidate for any office was
25 | defeated or elimnated by one-quarter of a percent or |ess of
26 | the votes cast for such office, that a candidate for retention
271 to ajudicial office was retained or not retained by
28 | one-quarter of a percent or less of the votes cast on the
29 | question of retention, or that a neasure appearing on the
30| ball ot was approved or rejected by one-quarter of a percent or
31| less of the votes cast on such neasure, the board responsible
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for certifying the results of the vote on such race or neasure

shall order a manual recount of the overvotes and undervotes

cast in the entire geographic jurisdiction of such office or

bal | ot neasur e.

(2)(a) |If the second set of unofficial returns

pursuant to s. 102.141 indicates that a candidate for any

office was defeated or elimnated by between one-quarter and

one-half of a percent of the votes cast for such office, that

a candidate for retention to judicial office was retained or

not retained by between one-quarter and one-half of a percent

of the votes cast on the question of retention, or that a

neasure appearing on the ball ot was approved or rejected hy

bet ween one-quarter and one-half of a percent of the votes

cast on such neasure, any such candidate, the political party

of such candidate, or any political comittee that supports or

opposes such ballot neasure is entitled to a nanual recount of

t he overvotes and undervotes cast in the entire geographic

jurisdiction of such office or ballot neasure, provided that a

request for a manual recount is nmade by 5 p.m on the second

day after the el ection.

(b) For federal, statewide, state, and nulticounty

races and ball ot issues, requests for a nmanual recount shal

be made in witing to the state El ecti ons Canvassi ng

Conmi ssion. For all other races and ball ot issues, requests

for a manual recount shall be nade in witing to the county

canvassi ng board.

(c) Upon receipt of a proper and tinely request, the

El ecti ons Canvassi ng Conmi ssion or county canvassi ng board

shal |l i medi ately order a nmanual recount of overvotes and

undervotes in all affected jurisdictions.
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(3)(a) Any hardware or software used to identify and

sort overvotes and undervotes for a given race or ball ot

neasure nust be certified by the Departnent of State as part

of the voting system pursuant to s. 101.015. Any such hardware

or software nust be capabl e of sinultaneously counting votes.

For certified voting systens, the departnent shall certify

such hardware or software by July 1, 2002. |f the departnent

is unable to certify such hardware or software for a certified

voting systemby July 1, 2002, the departnent shall adopt

rul es prescrihing procedures for identifying and sorting such

overvotes and undervotes. The departnent's rules nay provide

for the tenporary use of hardware or software whose sole

function is identifying and sorting overvotes and undervot es.

(b) This subsection does not preclude the departnent

fromcertifying hardware or software after July 1, 2002.

(c) Overvotes and undervotes shall be identified and

sorted while recounting ballots pursuant to s. 102.141, if the

hardware or software for this purpose has been certified or

the departnent's rules so provide.

64

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

© 00 N o O W DN PP

N NN NDNDNDNDNNDNERERRPR R P PR PR PR
© © N O 00 h WNPO © 0 ~N~O 0 N WNN P O

w
o

w
=

65
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®Uu D WNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

tabulation—software—ot+
e)—ManuvatHy—recount—at-—bat-ots—
(4) t6) Any nanual recount shall be open to the public.

(5)(a) A vote for a candidate or ballot neasure shal

be counted if there is a clear indication on the ballot that

the voter has made a definite choice

(b) The Departnent of State shall adopt specific rules

for each certified voting system prescribing what constitutes

a "clear indication on the ballot that the voter has nmde a

definite choice." The rules nmay not:

1. Exclusively provide that the voter nust properly

mark or designate his or her choice on the ballot; or

2. Contain a catch-all provision that fails to

identify specific standards, such as "any other nmark or
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1|indication clearly indicating that the voter has nade a

2| definite choice."

3 (6) 7 Procedures for a manual recount are as foll ows:
4 (a) The county canvassi ng board shall appoint as many
5] counting teans of at |least two electors as is necessary to

6 | manual ly recount the ballots. A counting team nust have, when
7 | possible, nenbers of at least two political parties. A

8 | candidate involved in the race shall not be a nmenber of the

9| counting team

10 (b) If a counting teamis unable to deternine whether
11 [ the ballot contains a clear indication that the voter has nade
12 | a definite choi ce a—voeter—s—intent—in—ecastingabattot, the
13| ball ot shall be presented to the county canvassing board for a
14 | det ermi nati on +t—to—determnethe—voter-—s—intent.

15 (c) The Departnent of State shall adopt detailed rul es
16 | prescri bing additional recount procedures for each certified
17 | voting systemwhich shall be uniformto the extent

18 | practicable. The rules shall address, at a mininum the

19 | foll owi ng areas

20 Security of ballots during the recount process;

21 2. Tinme and place of recounts;

22 3. Public observance of recounts;

23 4, (Cbjections to ballot deterninations;

24 5. Record of recount proceedings; and

25 6. Procedures relating to candi date and petitioner

26 | representatives.

27 8—+H—the—county—canvassthngboard—determnes—theneed
28 | to—verify—thetabutation—sof-tware,—the——counrty—canvassing—board
29 | shaH——reguest—in—witing—that—theDbepartrent—of—State—verify
30 | the—seoftware—

31
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1 t9—When—thebepartrent—of—State—verifies—sueh

2 | seftware—the—departrent——shatH—

3 ta—Conpare—the—software—used—totabulate—the—votes

4 | with—the—software—fit+ed—wththeDbPepartrwent—of—Statepursuant
5| t6s—364+5607+———and

6 thy—Check—the—eleection—paraneters—

7 10)—TFhe bepartrent—of —State—shalHt—r+espond—to—the

8 | eounty—canvassthg—board—wthin—3—working—days—

9 Section 43. Section 102.167, Florida Statutes, is

10 | repeal ed

11 Section 44. Section 102.168, Florida Statutes, is

12 | anended to read:

13 102.168 Contest of election.--

14 (1) Except as provided in s. 102.171, the

15| certification of election or nonmination of any person to

16 | office, or of the result on any question submtted by

17 | referendum nmay be contested in the circuit court by any

18 | unsuccessful candidate for such office or nom nation thereto
19| or by any elector qualified to vote in the election related to
20 | such candi dacy, or by any taxpayer, respectively.

21 (2) Such contestant shall file a conplaint, together
22 | with the fees prescribed in chapter 28, with the clerk of the
23| circuit court within 10 days after nidnight of the date the
24 | | ast county canvassi ng board enpowered to canvass the returns
25| certifies the results of the election being contested o+

26 | wthi-n—S5—days—after—mdnight—of—thedatethetast—ecounty

27 | eanvassihg—board—enpowered—to—canvass—the+returns—ecerti-Hes
28 | the—resutts—of—that—partiecutar—etection—foHowrng—aprotest
29 | purstant—to—s—102166(1)—whichever—oeccurs—tater.

30 (3) The conplaint shall set forth the grounds on which
31| the contestant intends to establish his or her right to such
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office or set aside the result of the election on a submitted
referendum The grounds for contesting an election under this
section are:

(a) M sconduct, fraud, or corruption on the part of
any election official or any nenber of the canvassing board
sufficient to change or place in doubt the result of the
el ection.

(b) Ineligibility of the successful candidate for the
nom nation or office in dispute.

(c) Receipt of a nunber of illegal votes or rejection
of a nunber of |egal votes sufficient to change or place in
doubt the result of the election

(d) Proof that any elector, election official, or
canvassi ng board nmenber was given or offered a bribe or reward
in nmoney, property, or any other thing of value for the
pur pose of procuring the successful candidate's nom nation or
el ection or determning the result on any question subnitted

by referendum

(4) The canvassi ng board or El ections Canvassi ng
Conmi ssi on eteetion—boeard shall be the proper party defendant,
and the successful candidate shall be an indispensable party

to any action brought to contest the election or nonination of
a candi date.
(5) A statenent of the grounds of contest may not be
rejected, nor the proceedings disnissed, by the court for any
69
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want of formif the grounds of contest provided in the
statenent are sufficient to clearly informthe defendant of
the particul ar proceeding or cause for which the nom nation or
el ection is contested.

(6) A copy of the conplaint shall be served upon the
def endant and any other person nanmed therein in the sane
manner as in other civil cases under the laws of this state.
Wthin 10 days after the conplaint has been served, the
defendant nust file an answer admitting or denying the
al | egations on which the contestant relies or stating that the
def endant has no know edge or information concerning the
al | egations, which shall be deened a denial of the
al | egations, and nust state any other defenses, in |aw or
fact, on which the defendant relies. If an answer is not filed
within the tinme prescribed, the defendant nmay not be granted a
hearing in court to assert any claimor objection that is
required by this subsection to be stated in an answer.

(7) Any candidate, qualified elector, or taxpayer
presenting such a contest to a circuit judge is entitled to an
i medi ate hearing. However, the court in its discretion nay
limt the tine to be consunmed in taking testinony, with a view

therein to the circunstances of the matter and to the
proximty of any succeedi ng prirary—oer—other el ection
g I . L I I . I

Section 45. Section 97.0555, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
70
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97.0555 Late registration.--An individual or
acconpanying famly nenber who has been di scharged or

separated fromthe uniforned services or Merchant Marine, or

fromenpl oynent outside the territorial limts of the United

States, after the book closing for an el ection pursuant to s.

97. 055, and who is otherwise qualified, may register to vote

in such election until 5 p.m on the Friday before that

el ection. Such persons nust produce sufficient docunentation

showi ng evi dence of qualifying for late registration pursuant

to this section. The Departnent of State shall adopt rul es

speci fying docunmentation that is sufficient to deternine

eligibility.

Section 46. Section 101.6951, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

101.6951 State wite-in ballot.--

(1) An overseas voter nmmy request, not earlier than

180 days before a general election, a state wite-in absentee

ball ot fromthe supervisor of elections in the county of

registration. In order to receive a state wite-in ballot, the

voter shall state that due to nmlitary or other contingencies

that preclude normal mail delivery, the voter cannot vote an

absentee ball ot during the normal absentee voting period.

State wite-in absentee ballots shall be nade available to

voters 90 to 180 days prior to a general election. The

Departnent of State shall prescribe by rule the formof the

state wite-in ballot.

(2) In conpleting the ballot, the overseas voter nay

designate his or her choice by witing in the name of the

candidate or by witing in the nane of a political party, in

whi ch case the ballot nust be counted for the candi date of
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1| that political party, if there is such a party candidate on
2| the ballot.

3 (3) Any abbreviation, msspelling, or other mnor

4 | variation in the formof the nanme of a candidate or a

5] political party nust be disregarded in deternining the

6| validity of the ballot if there is a clear indication on the
7| ballot that the voter has made a definite choice.

8 (4) The state wite-in ballot shall contain al

9| offices, federal, state, and local, for which the voter woul d
10 | otherwi se be entitled to vote.

11 Section 47. Section 101.6952, Florida Statutes, is
12 | created to read:

13 101. 6952 Absentee ballots for overseas voters.--

14 (1) Not fewer than 35 days prior to the first primary
15| and not fewer than 45 days prior to the second prinmary and the
16 | general election, the supervisor of elections shall nmail an
17 | absentee ballot to each overseas voter who has made a request
18 | for an absentee ballot.

19 (2) |If the regular absentee ballots for the second
20| primary or general election are not available for mailing by
21| the tines prescribed in subsection (1), the supervisor of
22 | elections shall mail an advance ballot.
23 (a) The advance ballot for the second prinmary nmust be
24 | the sane as the first primary ballot as to the nanes of
25 | candi dates, except that for any offices where there are only
26 | two candi dates, those offices and all political party
27 | executive connmittee offices shall be onmitted
28 (b) Except as provided in section 99.063(4), Florida
29 | Statutes, the advance absentee ballot for the general election
30| shall include the sane information as the general election
31| ballot, except that in the case of candidates of politica
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parties when noninations were not nmade in the first prinary,

the nanes of the candidates placing first and second in the

first primary election nmust be printed on the advance absentee
bal | ot .
(c) The advance absentee ballot shall be a different

color for each election and also a different color fromthe

absentee ballots for the first primary, second prinmary, and

general el ection.

(d) The supervisor shall enclose with the advance

ball ot an explanation stating that the absentee ballot for the

el ection will be mailed as soon as it is printed; and, if both

t he advance absentee ball ot and the absentee ballot for the

el ection are returned in tine to be counted, only the absentee

ball ot will be counted.

(e) In the event that the El ections Canvassing

Conmi ssion is unable to certify the results of an election for

a state office intine to conply with the provisions of the

subsection, the Departnent of State is authorized to prescribe

rules for a ballot to be sent to overseas voters.

(3) |If an overseas voter's request for an absentee

ball ot includes an e-nmmil address, the supervisor of elections

shall informthe voter of the nanes of candi dates who will be

on the ballots via electronic transnission. The supervisor of

el ections shall e-mail to the voter the |ist of candi dates for

the first primary not later than 30 days before the first

primary; the list of candidates for the second prinary not

| ater than eight days after the first primary, and the list of

candi dates for the general election not later than four days

after the second prinary.

(4) For absentee ballots received from overseas

voters, there is a presunption that the envel ope was nmil ed on
73
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1| the date stated and witnessed on the outside of the return

2 | envel ope, regardl ess of the absence of a postnmark on the

3| mail ed envel ope or the existence of a postnmark date that is

4| later than the date of the election.

5 Section 48. Section 101.697, Florida Statutes, is

6| created to read

7 101.697 Electronic transnission of election

8| materials.--The Departnent of State shall adopt rules to

9 | authorize a supervisor of elections to accept a request for an
10 | absentee ballot and a voted absentee ballot by facsinile

11 | machine or other electronic nmeans from overseas voters. The

12 | rules nust provide that in order to accept a voted ballot, the
13 | verification of the voter nmust be established, the security of
14 | the transni ssion nust be established, and each ball ot received
15 | nust be recorded.

16 Section 49. Section 101.698, Florida Statutes, is

17 | created to read:

18 101. 698 Absentee voting in energency situations.--1f a
19 | national or |local energency or other situation arises which

20 | makes substantial conpliance with the provisions of state or
21| federal lawrelating to the nethods of voting for overseas

22 | voters inpossi ble or unreasonabl e, such as an arned conflict
23| involving United States Arned Forces or nobilization of those
24 | forces, including state National Guard and reserve conponents,
25| the El ections Canvassi nhg Conm ssion may adopt by energency

26 | rul es, such special procedures or requirenents necessary to

27 | facilitate absentee voting by those persons directly affected
28 | who are otherwise eligible to vote in the el ection

29 Section 50. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) and

30 | subsections (4), (5), (6), and (7) of section 101.62, Florida
31| Statutes, are anended to read:
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101. 62 Request for absentee ballots.--

(1)

(b) The supervisor may accept a witten or tel ephonic
request for an absentee ballot fromthe elector, or, if
directly instructed by the elector, a nenber of the elector's
imediate fanmily, or the elector's |egal guardian. For
purposes of this section, the term"inmediate fanmly" has the
sanme neani ng as specified in paragraph (4)(b). The person
maki ng the request nust disclose:

1. The nanme of the elector for whomthe ballot is
r equest ed;

2. The el ector's address;

33— Fhetast—tour—digtts—of—the—elector-—s—soctal
sectr-ty—fufrber

3. 4~ The registrationrnunrber—on—the elector's date of
bi rt h registration—tdentiiiecation—card;

4.5~ The requester's nane;

5.6 The requester's address;

6. 7— The requester's seetral—securt+tynunber—ant,—+
avartabledriver's |icense nunber, if avail abl e;

7.8- The requester's relationship to the elector; and

8.9~ The requester's signature (witten requests
only).

(4) ta—TFo—each—absent—guai-ied—elector—overseas—who
I I I bat-et—t . f ol .
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25 tb)y As soon as the—renminder—of the absentee ballots
26 | are printed, the supervisor shall provide an absentee ball ot
27 | to each elector by whom a request for that ball ot has been
28 | mrade by one of the foll owi ng neans:

29 (a) &= By nonforwardabl e, return-if-undeliverable mai

30| to the elector's current mailing address on file with the

31| supervisor, unless the elector specifies in the request that:
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1.a— The elector is absent fromthe county and does
not plan to return before the day of the election

2.b— The elector is tenporarily unable to occupy the
resi dence because of hurricane, tornado, flood, fire, or other
energency or natural disaster; or

3.€—~ The elector is in a hospital, assisted-living
facility, nursing home, short-term nedical or rehabilitation
facility, or correctional facility,

in which case the supervisor shall mail the ballot by
nonf orwardabl e, return-if-undeliverable mail to any other
address the elector specifies in the request.

(b)2— By forwardable mail to voters who are entitled
to vote by absentee ballot under the Uniforned and Overseas
Citizens Voting Act.

(c)3— By personal delivery to the elector, upon
presentation of the identification required in s. 101.657.

(d)4—- By delivery to a designee on election day or up
to 4 days prior to the day of an election. Any el ector nay
designate in witing a person to pick up the ballot for the
el ector; however, the person designated may not pick up nore
than two absentee ballots per election, other than the
desi gnee's own ballot, except that additional ballots may be
pi cked up for nenbers of the designee's inmediate famly. For
purposes of this section, "imediate fam|ly" nmeans the
desi gnee' s spouse or the parent, child, grandparent, or
sibling of the designee or of the designee's spouse. The
desi gnee shall provide to the supervisor the witten
aut hori zation by the elector and a picture identification of
t he designee and nust conplete an affidavit. The designee
shall state in the affidavit that the designee is authorized
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by the elector to pick up that ballot and shall indicate if
the elector is a nenber of the designee's imediate famly
and, if so, the relationship. The departnent shall prescribe
the formof the affidavit. |If the supervisor is satisfied that
the designee is authorized to pick up the ballot and that the
signature of the elector on the witten authorization natches
the signature of the elector on file, the supervisor shal

give the ballot to that designee for delivery to the el ector

© 00 N o O WDN PP

14 (5) t6) Nothing other than the materials necessary to
15| vote absentee shall be mmiled or delivered with any absentee
16 | bal |l ot.
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1 | who—are—¢quati-fed—andregi-stered—asprovidedbytaw-

2 tb—Net-wi-t-hstanding—any—other—proviston—oft+awto—the
3 | eontrary—there—shatt—appear—on—the—batHots—sent—to—absent

4 Lt edel . it I f

5 i : h-office—tt it eat TINRI F
6 I i F h-of fice I I .

7 | offee-

8 o et Ked—bal et I

9 Lt edel ’ I I e 1 it

10 | APO—FPO—or—Ttoreirgn—postmark—shat—be—considered—vatt—

11 Section 51. Section 101.64, Florida Statutes, is

12 | anended to read:

13 101.64 Delivery of absentee ballots; envel opes;

14 | form --

15 (1) The supervisor shall enclose with each absentee
16 | ball ot two envel opes: a secrecy envel ope, into which the

17 | absent el ector shall enclose his or her nmarked ballot; and a
18 | mailing envel ope, into which the absent elector shall then

19 | pl ace the secrecy envel ope, which shall be addressed to the
20 | supervisor and al so bear on the back side a certificate in
21| substantially the follow ng form
22
23 Note: Please Read Instructions Carefully Before
24 Mar ki ng Ball ot and Conpleting Voter's Certificate.
25 VOTER S CERTI FI CATE
26 I, ...., do solemmly swear or affirmthat | ama
27 | qualified and registered voter of .... County, Florida and
28 | that | have not and will not vote nore than one ballot in this
29 | election. | understand that if | conmmt or attenpt to commt
30| any fraud in connection with voting, vote a fraudul ent ball ot,
31| or vote nore than once in an election, | can be convicted of a
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felony of the third degree and fined up to $5, 000 and/or
i mprisoned for up to 5 years. | also understand that failure
to sign this certificate and have ny signhature properly
witnessed will invalidate ny ballot. t—amentittedto—vote—an
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...(Date)... ...(Voter's Signature)...

© 00 N o O W DN P

. {tast—tour—di-gi-ts—of—voter—s—social—securttynurber). .
Not e: Your Signature Must Be Wtnessed By Er-ther-

£ \

T )

{ FE= y Cf \
-\ P ypP ot )
[ Ct ot A Ay (et v af  Coarmm n)
(otattc O —Couritry Ui )

R

b— One Wtness 18 Years of Age or Oder as provided in

item 8 of the Instruction Sheet —who—+s—aregstered—voter—in
the—State.

| swear or affirmthat the voter signed this Voter's
Certificate in ny presence angd—that—untess—eertifed—as—an

I e r ’ I : I I
baH-oets—for—this—etection

W-TNESS:-
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1|...(Signhature of Wtness)...

2 —(Prnated—Nare—of—Wtness)—
3

4 —(Voter—+-—Db—Nunber—ef W-tness—and—County—of

5 Registratiofn)y——

6

71 ...(Address)..

8 ...(Ctyl/State)...
9

10 (2) The certificate shall be arranged on the back of
11| the nailing envelope so that the |ines for the signatures of
12 | the absent elector and the attesting witness are across the
13 | seal of the envel ope; however, no statenent shall appear on
14 | the envel ope which indicates that a signature of the voter or
15| witness nust cross the seal of the envelope. The absent

16 | elector and the attesting witness shall execute the

17 | certificate on the envel ope.

18 Section 52. Section 101.65, Florida Statutes, is

19 | anended to read:
20 101.65 Instructions to absent electors.--The
21 | supervisor shall enclose with each absentee ball ot separate
22 | printed instructions in substantially the followi ng form
23
24 | READ THESE | NSTRUCTI ONS CAREFULLY BEFORE MARKI NG BALLOT.
25 1. VERY | MPORTANT. 1In order to ensure that your
26 | absentee ballot will be counted, it should be conpl eted and
27 | returned as soon as possible so that it can reach the
28 | supervi sor of elections of the county in which your precinct
29| is located no later than 7 p.m on the day of the election
30 2. Mark your ballot in secret as instructed on the
31| ballot. You nust mark your own ballot unless you are unable to
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do so because of blindness, disability, or inability to read
or wite.

3. Place your marked ballot in the encl osed secrecy
envel ope.

4. |Insert the secrecy envelope into the encl osed
mai | i ng envel ope which is addressed to the supervisor

5. Seal the mailing envel ope and conpletely fill out
the Voter's Certificate on the back of the mmiling envel ope.

6. VERY | MPORTANT. | n order for your absentee ball ot
to be counted, you nust sign your nane on the |ine above
(Voter's Signature) —ptrace—thetast—Four—digi-ts—of—your—Secial

0a Pp1—OV1iGet aht—you 0a O v

7. VERY | MPORTANT. |f you are an overseas voter, you
nmust include the date you signed the Voter's Certificate on

the line above (Date) or your ballot nmay not be counted.
8. VERY | MPORTANT. | n order for your absentee ball ot
to be counted, it nust include the signature and address of a

witness 18 years of age or older affixed to the Voter's

Certificate. No candidate may serve as an attesting witness.
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9.7- Mail, deliver, or have delivered the conpleted
mai | i ng envel ope. Be sure there is sufficient postage if
mai | ed.

10. 8~ FELONY NOTICE. It is a felony under Florida |aw
to accept any gift, paynent, or gratuity in exchange for your
vote for a candidate. It is also a felony under Florida law to
vote in an election using a false identity or fal se address,
or under any ot her circunstances nmaki ng your ballot fal se or
fraudul ent .

Section 53. Section 101.657, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

101. 657 Voting absentee ballots in person.--

(1) Netwthstanting—s—97-021H—Any qualified and

regi stered el ector who—is—unablre—to—-attend—thepots—on
eteetion—day nay pick up and vote an absentee ballot in person

at the office of, and under the supervision of, the supervisor
of elections. Before receiving the ballot, the el ector nust
present a Florida driver's license, a Florida identification
card issued under s. 322.051, or another formof picture
identification approved by the Departnent of State. |If the
elector fails to furnish the required identification, or if
the supervisor is in doubt as to the identity of the elector
t he supervisor nust follow the procedure prescribed in s.
101. 49.

(2)(a) As an alternative to the provisions of ss.
101. 64—16+647-and 101. 65, the supervisor of elections nay
all ow an elector to cast an absentee ballot in the main or
branch office of the supervisor by depositing the voted ball ot
in a voting device used by the supervisor to collect or
tabul ate ballots. The results or tabulation may not be nade
before the close of the polls on election day.
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1 (b) £3) The el ector nust provide picture identification
2| and nust conplete an In-Ofice Voter Certificate in

3| substantially the followi ng form

4

5 I N OFFI CE VOTER CERTI FI CATE

6

711, ...., ama qualified elector in this election and

8| registered voter of .... County, Florida. | do solemly swear
9] or affirmthat | amthe person so listed on the voter

10| registration rolls of .... County and that | reside at the
11| listed address. | understand that if | commt or attenpt to
12 | conmit fraud in connection with voting, vote a fraudul ent

13 | ballot, or vote nore than once in an election | could be

14 | convicted of a felony of the third degree and both fined up to
15 | $5, 000 and inprisoned for up to 5 years. | understand that ny
16 | failure to sign this certificate and have ny signature

17 | witnessed invalidates ny ballot. t—amentittedto—vote—an

18 | absentee—baHot—becauset+—amuhabte—to—attendthepotHs—on
19 | eleetion—-day—

20

21

22 .(Voter's Signature)..

23

24 . (Address)..

25

26 .(CGty/State)..

27

28 . (Nanme of Wtness)...

29

30 .(Signature of Wtness)...

31
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1|...(Type of identification provided)..

2

3 (c)t4)y Any elector may chall enge an el ector seeking to
4 | cast an absentee ballot under the provisions of s. 101.111

5| Any chal l enged bal l ot nust be placed in a regul ar absentee

6 | ball ot envel ope. The canvassi ng board shall review the ball ot
7| and decide the validity of the ballot by majority vote.

8 (d) £5) The canvass of returns for ballots cast under

9| this subsection seet+on shall be substantially the sane as
10 | votes cast by electors in precincts, as provided in s.

11| 101. 5614.

12 Section 54. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (2)
13 | of section 101.68, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

14 101. 68 Canvassi ng of absentee ballot.--

15 (2)(a) The county canvassi ng board nmay begin the

16 | canvassi ng of absentee ballots at 7 a.m on the fourth day
17 | before the election, but not |ater than noon on the day

18 | following the election. In addition, for any county using

19 | el ectronic tabul ati ng equi pnent, the processing of absentee
20 | ballots through such tabul ati ng equi pnent nmay begin at 7 a. m
21| on the fourth day before the el ecti on upen—the—opening—of—the
22 | poHHs—on—etection—day. However, notwi thstandi ng any such
23 | authori zation to begi n canvassing or otherw se processing
24 | absentee ballots early, no result eor—tabutation—-oef—absentee
25 | batt+oets shall be rel eased made until after the cl osing etese
26 | of the polls on election day. Any supervisor of el ections,
27 | deputy supervi sor of el ections, canvassing board nenber
28 | el ection board nenber, or el ection enpl oyee who rel eases the
29 | results of a canvassi ng or processing of absentee ballots
30| prior to the closing of the polls on election day commits a
31
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felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
(c)1. The canvassing board shall, if the supervisor

has not already done so, conpare the signature of the elector
on the voter's certificate with the signature of the el ector
in the registration books to see that the elector is duly
registered in the county and to deternmine the legality of that
absentee ballot. An absentee ballot shall be considered
illegal if it does not include the signature ant—thet+ast—four
th—gi-ts—eof—the—soectat—secur+ty—rnurber of the el ector, as shown
by the registration records, and the signature and address of
an attesting witness. er-ther—

However, an absentee ballot shall not be considered illegal if
the signature of the elector or attesting w tness does not

cross the seal of the nmiling envel ope er—f—the—person
wi-thessing—the—batHoet—is—in—vielation-of—s—31040443). If the

canvassi ng board deternines that any ballot is illegal, a
nmenber of the board shall, w thout opening the envel ope, mark
across the face of the envelope: "rejected as illegal." The

envel ope and the ballot contained therein shall be preserved
in the manner that official ballots voted are preserved.

2. If any elector or candidate present believes that
an absentee ballot is illegal due to a defect apparent on the
voter's certificate, he or she may, at any tine before the
ballot is renobved fromthe envelope, file with the canvassing
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1| board a protest against the canvass of that ballot, specifying
2| the precinct, the ballot, and the reason he or she believes
3|the ballot to be illegal. A challenge based upon a defect in

4] the voter's certificate may not be accepted after the ball ot

5| has been renpved fromthe nailing envel ope.

6 Section 55. Section 104.047, Florida Statutes, is

7 | anended to read:

8 104. 047 Absentee ballots and voting; violations.--

9 (1) Any person who provides or offers to provide, and
10 | any person who accepts, a pecuniary or other benefit in

11 | exchange for distributing, ordering, requesting, collecting,
12 | delivering, or otherw se physically possessing absentee

13 | ballots, except as provided in ss. 101.6105-101.694, is guilty
14| of a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
15| 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

16 (2) Except as provided in s. 101.62 or s. 101.655, any
17 | person who requests an absentee ballot on behalf of an el ector
18| is qguilty of a felony of the third degree, punishable as

19 | provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

ii

26 (3) 4y Any person who marks or designates a choice on
27 | the ballot of another person, except as provided in s.

28 | 101.051, s. 101.655, or s. 101.661, is guilty of a felony of
29 | the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.
30| 775.083, or s. 775.084.

31
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1 5—Any—persoen—who—treturns—ore—than—two—absentee

2> | ban I . ‘ol . . Cobat o

3 . . L : o  tre £ I ’

4 | punishabte—as—provided—in——s—7#5-082o6r—s—775-083+

5 Section 56. Sections 101.647 and 101. 685, Florida

6| Statutes, are repeal ed

7 Section 57. Section 98.255, Florida Statutes, is

8 | anended to read:

9 (Substantial rewording of section. See

10 s. 98.255, F.S., for present text.)

11 98. 255 Voter education prograns. --

12 (1) By March 1, 2002, the Departnent of State shal

13 | adopt rul es prescribing mninmumstandards for nonparti san
14 | voter education. |In developing the rules, the departnment

15| shall review current voter-education prograns within each
16 | county of the state. The standards shall address, but are not
17| linmted to, the foll owi ng subjects:

18 (a) Voter registration

19 (b) Balloting procedures, absentee and polling pl ace;
20 (c) Voter rights and responsibilities;
21 (d) Distribution of sanple ballots; and
22 (e) Public service announcenents.
23 (2) Each county supervisor shall inplenent the nini num
24 | voter educati on standards, and shall conduct additi ona
25 | nonparti san education efforts as necessary to ensure that
26 | voters have a worki ng know edge of the voting process.
27 (3)(a) Each supervisor of elections shall provide to
28 | the Departnent of State a detail ed description of the
29 | voter-education prograns to be inplenented under this section
30
31
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1 (b) The Departnent of State shall distribute funds to
2| inplenent the voter-education prograns to each county who has
3| provided a description pursuant to subsection (a).

4 (c) A public report on the effectiveness of

5| voter-education prograns i npl enented shall be prepared by the

6 | Departnent of State and submitted to the Governor, the

7 | President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

8 | Representatives by January 31, 2003.

9 (d) The Departnent of State shall reexanine the rules
10 | adopt ed pursuant to subsection (1) and consider the findings
11])in the report as a basis for adopting nodified rul es that
12 | i ncorporate successful voter-education progranms and
13 | techni ques, as necessary.

14 Section 58. From funds appropriated fromthe Genera

15 | Revenue Fund to the Division of Elections of the Departnment of
16 | State in the 2001-2002 General Appropriations Act, the

17 | division shall distribute the sumof $5,949,375 in fiscal year
18 | 2001- 2002, pursuant to s. 98.255, Florida Statutes, to the

19 | counties to fund conprehensive voter education prograns

20 | provided for in this act. The division shall divide the total
21 | anount of funds appropriated by the total nunber of registered
22 | voters in the state for the 2000 general election to establish
23| a funding |l evel per individual voter. Each county shal

24 | receive an anount equal to the funding | evel per individua

25| voter nmultiplied by the nunber of registered voters in the

26 | county, as certified by the Departnent of State for the 2000
27 | general election. This section shall take effect July 1, 2001
28 Section 59. Section 101.031, Florida Statutes, is

29 | anended to read:

30 101.031 Instructions for electors.--

31
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(1) The Departnent of State, or in case of nunicipa
el ections the governing body of the nmunicipality, shall print,
in large type on cards, instructions for the electors to use
invoting. It shall provide not |ess than two cards for each
voting precinct for each election and furnish such cards to

each supervi sor upon requisition. Each supervisor of

el ections shall send a sufficient nunber of these cards to the
precincts prior to an election. The election inspectors shal
display the cards in the polling places as information for

el ectors. The cards shall contain information about how to
vote and such other information as the Departnent of State nay
deem necessary. The cards nmust also include the list of rights

and responsibilities afforded to Florida voters, as descri bed

in subsection (2).

(2) The supervisor of elections in each county shal

have posted at each polling place in the county the Voter's

Bill of Rights and Responsibilities in the follow ng form

VOTER S BILL OF RIGHTS
Each registered voter in this state has the right to:

1. Vote and have his or her vote accurately counted.

2. Cast a vote if he or she is in line when the polls

are cl osi ng.

3. Ask for and receive assistance in voting.

4., Receive up to two replacenent ballots if he or she

nakes a nistake prior to the ball ot being cast.

5. An explanation if his or her registration is in

guesti on.
6. |If his or her registration is in question, cast a

provisional ball ot.
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7. Prove his or her identity by signing an affidavit

if election officials doubt the voter's identity.

8. Witten instructions to use when voting, and, upon

request, oral instructions in voting fromelections officers.

9. Vote free fromcoercion or intimdation by

el ections officers or any other person

10. Vote on a voting systemthat is in working

condition and that will allow votes to be accurately cast.

VOTER RESPONSI BI LI TI ES
Each registered voter in this state has the

responsibility to:

1. Study and know candi dates and i ssues.

2. Keep his or her voter address current.

3. Know his or her precinct and its hours of

oper ati on.
4. Bring proper identification to the polling station

Know how t o operate voting equi pnent properly.

Treat precinct workers with courtesy.

Respect the privacy of other voters.

Report problens or violations of election | aw

© |© N |@ |

Ask questions when confused.

10. Check his or her conpleted ballot for accuracy.

(3) Nothing in this section shall give rise to a |l ega

cause of acti on.

(4) 2y In case any elector, after entering the voting
booth, shall ask for further instructions concerning the
manner of voting, two election officers who are not both
nmenbers of the sanme political party, if present, or, if not,
two election officers who are nenbers of the sane politica
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1| party, shall give such instructions to such elector, but no

2| officer or person assisting an elector shall in any manner

3 | request, suggest, or seek to persuade or induce any elector to
4| vote for or against any particular ticket, candi date,

5 | anendnent, question, or proposition. After giving the el ector
6| instructions and before the elector has voted, the officers or
7 | persons assisting the elector shall retire, and such el ector

8| shall vote in secret.

9 Section 60. Subsection (1) of section 101.131, Florida
10 | Statutes, is anended to read:

11 101. 131 Watchers at polls.--

12 (1) Each political party and each candi date may have
13 | one watcher in each polling roomat any one tine during the

14 | election. No watcher shall be pernitted to cone closer to the
15 ) officials' table or the voting booths than is reasonably

16 | necessary to properly performhis or her functions, but each
17 | shall be allowed within the polling roomto watch and observe
18 | the conduct of electors and officials. The watchers shal

19 | furnish their own materials and necessities and shall not

20 | obstruct the orderly conduct of any election. Each watcher

21| shall be a qualified and registered elector of the county in
22 | which he or she serves. bBuring—the—etecttons—the—offieiralts

23 | shatH—ecaH—out—thenanes—of—etectors—toudty—enough—to—beheard
24 | by—the—watechers—

25 Section 61. Subsection (1) of section 97.073, Florida
26 | Statutes, is anended to read:

27 97.073 Disposition of voter registration applications;
28 | cancell ation notice. --

29 (1) The supervisor nust notify each applicant of the
30 | disposition of the applicant's voter registration application
31| The notice nmust informthe applicant that the application has
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1| been approved, is inconplete, has been denied, or is a

2| duplicate of a current registration. A registration
3|identification card sent to an applicant constitutes notice of
4 | approval of registration. |If the application is inconplete,

5| the supervisor nust request that netiece—rust—instruet the

6 | applicant supply the missing information in witing and sign a
7| statenent that the additional information is true and correct
8 | to—comptete—another—voter—regstrati-on—appt-ecation—which—the
9 | supervisor—must—provide. A notice of denial nust informthe
10 | applicant of the reason the application was deni ed.

11 Section 62. Effective upon this act beconing a | aw,

12 | the Division of Elections, in conjunction with the Florida

13| State Associ ation of Supervisors of Elections, shall, from

14 | existing funds, study the benefits and drawbacks of having

15| uniform poll opening and closing tines throughout the state. A
16 | witten report shall be presented to the the President of the
17 | Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives no

18 | later than January 1, 2002. This report nust include, but is
19| not linmted to a discussion of the circunstances surroundi ng
20| the 2000 Presidential election; changing the state to one tine
21| zone; changing polling tines to coincide in both tine zones;
22 | and having the Central Tine Zone not recogni ze Dayli ght

23 | Savings Tine.

24 Section 63. Section 102.014, Florida Statutes, is

25| created to read:

26 102. 014 Pollworker recruitnent and training.--

27 (1) The supervisor of elections shall conduct training
28 | for inspectors, clerks, and deputy sheriffs prior to each

29 | primary, general, and special election for the purpose of

30| instructing such persons in their duties and responsibilities
31| as election officials. A certificate may be issued by the
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supervi sor of elections to each person conpl eti ng such

training. No person shall serve as an inspector, clerk, or

deputy sheriff for an el ection unless such person has

conpleted the training as required. A clerk nay not work at

the polls unless he or she denonstrates a worki ng know edge of

the laws and procedures relating to voter registration, voting

system operation, balloting and polling place procedures, and

probl em sol ving and conflict-resolution skills.

(2) A person who has attended previous training

conducted within 2 years before the el ection nay be appointed

by the supervisor to fill a vacancy on election day. If no
person with prior training is available to fill such vacancy,
t he supervisor of elections may fill such vacancy in

accordance with the provisions of subsection (3) from anbng

persons who have not received the training required by this

secti on.
(3) In the case of absence or refusal to act on the

part of any inspector or clerk at any precinct on the day of

an el ection, the supervisor shall appoint a replacenent who

neets the qualifications prescribed in section 102.012(2).

The inspector or clerk so appointed shall be a nenber of the

sane political party as the clerk or inspector whomhe or she

repl aces.
(4) Each supervisor of elections shall be responsible

for training inspectors and clerks, subject to the foll ow ng

m ni num requi renent s:

(a) No clerk shall be entitled to work at the polls

unl ess he or she has had a m ni num of six hours of training

during a general election year, at |east two hours of which

nmust occur after June 1 of that year
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(b) No inspector shall work at the polls unless he or

she has had a mninumof three hours of training during a

general election year, at |east one hour of which nust occur

after June 1 of that year.

(5) The Departnent of State shall create a uniform

polling place procedures nanual and adopt the manual by rule.

Each supervisor of elections shall insure that the manual is

available in hard copy or electronic formin every precinct in

the supervisor's jurisdiction on election day. The nmanua

shal | guide inspectors, clerks, and deputy sheriffs in the

proper inplenentation of election procedures and |aws. The

manual shall be indexed by subject, and witten in plain,

cl ear, unanbi guous | anguage. The manual shall provide

speci fi c exanpl es of commobn probl ens encountered at the polls

on el ection day, and detail specific procedures for resolving

those problens. The manual shall include, without linitation

(a) Regulations governing solicitation by individuals

and groups at the polling place;

(b) Procedures to be followed with respect to voters

whose nanes are not on the precinct register

(c) Proper operation of the voting system

(d) Ballot handling procedures;

(e) Procedures governing spoiled ballots;

(f) Procedures to be followed after the polls close

(g) Rights of voters at the polls;

(h) Procedures for handling enmergency situations;

(i) Procedures for dealing with irate voters;

(j) The handling and processi ng of provisiona

ball ots; and

(k) Security procedures.
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The Departnent of State shall revise the manual as necessary

to address new procedures in |law or probl ens encountered by

voters and pollworkers at the precincts.

(6) Supervisors of elections shall work with the

busi ness and | ocal conmmunity to devel op public-private

prograns to ensure the recruitnent of skilled inspectors and

cl erks.

Section 64. Subsections (8) and (9) of section
102. 012, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

Section 65. Subsection (2) of section 102.021, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

102. 021 Conpensation of inspectors, clerks, and deputy
sheriffs.--

(2) Inspectors and clerks of election and deputy
sheriffs serving at the precincts may recei ve conpensati on and
travel expenses, as provided in s. 112.061, for attending the
pol | worker training required by s. 102. 014 162-612(8).

Section 66. Effective July 1, 2001, section 98.0977,
Florida Statutes, is created to read

98. 0977 Statew de voter registration database;

devel opnent and nai nt enance. - -

(1) Fromthe funds appropriated for such purpose, the

departnent may contract with the Florida Association of Court

G erks to anal yze, design, devel op, operate, and naintain a

statewi de, on-line voter registration database and associ at ed

web site, to be fully operational statew de by June 1, 2002.

The dat abase shall contain voter registration infornmati on from

each of the 67 supervisors of elections in this state, and

shal | be accessible through an Internet web site. The system

shal |l provide functionality for ensuring that the database is

updated on a daily basis to deternine if a registered voter is
97
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ineligible to vote for any of the foll owi ng reasons,

including, but not linmted to:

(a) The voter is deceased;

(b) The voter has been convicted of a felony and has

not had his or her civil rights restored; or

(c) The voter has been adjudicated nentally

i nconpetent and his or her nental capacity with respect to

voti ng has not been restored.

The dat abase shall also allow for duplicate voter

registrations to be identified.

(2) The Departnent of State shall not contract with

any private entity other than the Florida Association of Court

Clerks for the operation or maintenance of the statew de voter

regi strati on dat abase.

(3) In adnministering the database, each supervisor of

el ections shall conpare registration information provided by a

voter with information held by the Departnent of Law

Enforcenent, the Board of Executive Cenency, the Ofice of

Vital Statistics, and other rel evant sources. |If the

supervi sor of elections finds infornmati on that suggests that a

voter is ineligible to register to vote, the supervisor of

el ections shall notify the voter by certified United States

mail. The notification shall contain a statenent as to the

reason for the voter's potential ineligibility to register to

vote and shall request infornmation fromthe voter on forns

provided by the supervisor of elections in order to nake a

final determination on the voter's eligibility. After

reviewing the informati on requested by the supervisor of

el ections and provided by the voter, if the supervisor of

el ections determines that the voter is not eligible to vote
98
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1| under the laws of this state, the supervisor of elections

2| shall notify the voter by certified United States mail that he
3| or she has been found ineligible to register to vote in this

4| state, shall state the reason for the ineligibility, and shal
5| informthe voter that he or she will be renmpoved fromthe voter
6| registration rolls.

7 (4) To the maxi mum extent feasible, state and | oca

8 | governnent entities shall facilitate provision of information
9| and access to data to the Florida Association of Court d erks
10 in order to conpare information in the statew de voter

11 | registration database with available information in other

12 | conputer databases, including, but not limted to, databases
13| that contain reliable crinmnal records and records of deceased
14 | persons. State and | ocal governnental agencies that provide

15| such data shall do so without charge if the direct cost

16 | incurred by those agencies is not significant.

17 (5) The Division of Elections shall provide witten

18 | quarterly progress reports on each phase of devel opnment of the
19 | voter registration database to the President of the Senate and
20 | the Speaker of the House of Representatives beginning July 1,
21| 2001, and continuing until the database is fully inpl enented.
22 (6) The duties of the supervisors of elections under

23| this section shall be considered part of their regul ar

24 | registration list naintenance duties under this chapter, and
25| any supervisor of elections who willfully refuses or willfully
26 | neglects to performhis or her duties under this section shal
27 | be in violation of s. 104.051(2).

28 Section 67. The Departnent of State nmay use up to $2
29 | nmillion, fromfunds provided in the 2001-2002 Cenera

30 | Appropriations Act, for the anal ysis, design, devel opnent,

31| operation, and mai ntenance of the statew de voter registration
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dat abase as provided in s. 98.0977(1), Florida Statutes. This
section shall take effect July 1, 2001

Section 68. Section 98.0979, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

98.0979 Statew de voter registration database open to

i nspection; copies.--

(1)(a) The voter registration information of the state

constitutes public records. Any citizen shall be allowed to

exam ne the voter registration records, but may not nake any

copi es or extract therefromexcept as provided by this

secti on.
(b) Wthin 15 days after a request for voter

registration information, the division or supervisor of

el ections shall furnish any requested infornation, excluding

only a voter's signature, social security nunber, and such

other information that is by statute specifically nade

confidential or is exenpt frompublic records requirenents.

(c) Actual costs of duplication of infornmation

aut hori zed by this section for release to the public shall be

charged in accordance with the provisions of s. 119.07.

(2) The information provided by the division or

supervi sor of elections pursuant to this section shall be

furni shed only to:

(a) Municipalities;

(b) Oher governnental agencies;

(c) Political candidates, for the purpose of

furthering their candi daci es;

(d) Registered political comrttees, certified

conmm ttees of continuous existence, and political parties or

officials thereof, for political purposes only; and

100

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 1987
403-107-01

(e) |Incunbent officeholders, for the purpose of

reporting to their constituents.

(3) Such information shall not be used for commerci al

pur poses. No person to whoma list of registered voters is

nmade avail abl e pursuant to this section, and no person who

acquires such a list, shall use any infornmati on contained

therein for purposes which are not related to el ections,

political or governnental activities, voter registration, or

| aw enf orcenent.

(4) Any person who acquires a list of registered

voters fromthe division or supervisor of elections shall take

and subscribe to an oath which shall be in substantially the

following form

| hereby swear (or affirm that | ama person

authorized by s. 98.0979, Florida Statutes, to acquire

information on the registered voters of Florida; that the

information acquired will be used only for the purposes

prescribed in that section and for no other purpose; and that

I will not permit the use or copying of such information by

persons not authorized by the El ection Code of the State of
Fl ori da.

...(Signature of person acquiring list)...

Sworn and subscribed before ne this .... day of ........ ,

...(year)...

...(Nane of person providing list)...

Section 69. FEffective June 30, 2001, section 98. 0975,
Florida Statutes, is repealed
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Section 70. The Division of Elections of the

Departnent of State shall provide a report to the Governor,

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by Novenber 15, 2001, detailing the progress

that each county required by this act to upgrade a voting

system has made toward the inplenentation of such system This

section shall take effect July 1, 2001

Section 71. Funds appropriated to the Division of
El ections of the Departnent of State in the 2001-2002 Ceneral
Appropriations Act for Voting Systens Assistance shall be

distributed to the counties to i nplenent the provisions of

this act in the foll owi ng nmanner

(1) Counties having a popul ation of 75,000 or fewer

based on the 2000 census shall receive a total of $7,500 per

preci nct based on the nunber of precincts as certified by the
Departnent of State for the 2000 General Election, to be
distributed in two equal installnents on July 1, 2001, and
July 1, 2002.

(2) Al other counties shall receive a total of $3,750

per precinct based on the nunber of precincts as certified by
the Departnent of State for the 2000 CGeneral Election, to be
distributed in two equal installnents on July 1, 2001, and
July 1, 2002.

Section 72. |If any provision of this act or the

application thereof to any person or circunstance is held

invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or

applications of the act which can be given effect w thout the

invalid provision or application, and to this end the

provisions of this act are decl ared severabl e.

Section 73. Except as otherw se provided herein, this
act shall take effect January 1, 2002.
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Creates the "Florida El ecti on Reform Act of 2001." See
bill for details.
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