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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 CS/HB 211

By the Council for Smarter Governnent and Representative
Maygar den

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the Florida Evidence Code;
creating s. 90.4026, F.S.; providing
definitions; providing for the inadm ssibility
of certain statenents, witings, or benevol ent
gestures as evidence in a civil action;
providing for the admissibility of certain
statenents of fault; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 90.4026, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
90. 4026 Statenents expressing synpathy; adnissibility;

definitions.--
(1) As used in this section

(a) "Accident" neans an occurrence resulting in injury

or death to one or nore persons which is not the result of

willful action by a party.

(b) "Benevol ent gestures" neans actions which convey a

sense of conpassion or conmiseration emanating from hunman

i mpul ses.
(c) "Fanily" neans the spouse, parent, grandparent,

st epnot her, stepfather, child, grandchild, brother, sister

hal f brother, half sister, adopted child of parent, or

spouse's parent of an injured party.

(2) The portion of statenents, witings, or benevol ent

gestures expressing synpathy or a general sense of benevol ence

relating to the pain, suffering, or death of a person invol ved

in an accident and nade to that person or to the famly of
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t hat person shall be inadm ssible as evidence in a civil

action. A statement of fault, however, which is part of, or in

addition to, any of the above shall be adnissible pursuant to

this section.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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