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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 2124
By Senator Garcia

39-1362-01
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to public records; providing an
exenption from public records requirenents for
information identifying the |ocation of
speci fi ed archaeol ogi cal and cultural sites;
providing an expiration date; providing a
finding of public necessity; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Any information identifying the |ocation of

ar chaeol ogi cal sites contained in site files or other records

nmai ntai ned by the Division of Historical Resources of the

Departnent of State is exenpt fromthe provisions of section
119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section 24(a) of Article | of
the State Constitution, if the D vision of Hi storical

Resources finds that disclosure of such information will

create a substantial risk of destruction or harm at such

sites. This section is subject to the Open Governnent Sunset

Revi ew Act in accordance with section 119.15, Florida

Statutes, and expires on Cctober 2, 2006, unless reviewed and

reenacted by the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. (1) The Legislature finds that it is a

public necessity that infornmation identifying the |ocation of

ar chaeol ogi cal and cultural sites be exenpt and confidenti al

frompublic records requirenents because the state has a

serious problemw th archaeol ogi cal |ooting. The exact

| ocation of an archaeol ogical site should be exenpt from

disclosure if the Division of Hi storical Resources determ nes
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that disclosure of the site location will create a substanti al

risk of harm theft, or destruction at the site.

(2) The Legislature also finds that the | ack of

protection for sensitive sites puts the federal governnent in

a difficult position. The Federal Governnent is nandated to

share site-specific information with the Florida State

Hi storic Preservation Oficer to conply with Section 106 of

the National H storic Preservation Act. However, section 304

of the National Historic Preservation Act protects specific

i nformati on concerning the | ocation and character of cultura

resources when sharing that infornmation could place themin

j eopardy.
(3) The Legislature further finds that this exenption

is required by the devel opnent of Geographic Information

System dat abases listing sites located in the Florida Site

File at the Florida Departnent of State. The Geographic

Information Systemis a valuable tool for recording

site-location and survey data for participating research

| and-use pl anning, and site stewardship by | and nanagers and

| aw enforcenent officers. However, while this data can be

gui ckly dissemnated to the public via the Internet,

protective neasures nust be placed on the sharing and use of

this data for sensitive archaeol ogical and cultural |ocations.

(4) The Legislature also finds that new i npl enentation

guidelines for the National Hi storic Preservation Act require

i ncreased consultation with federally recogni zed tri bes. The

Legislature finds that nanaging i nformati on concerning Native

Anerican sacred sites and sites of cultural patrinony carries

a responsibility of confidentiality. Credible stewardship in

these areas requires the ability to protect sensitive

information from public dissenination
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Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des an exenption from public records requirenents
for 1 nformation |dent|fy|nP the location of specified
archaeol ogi cal and cultural sites. Provides a finding of
public neCessity and an expiration date.
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