Florida Senate - 2001 SB 2130

By Senator Latvala

19-71B-01

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to bingo; anending s. 849. 0931

3 F.S.; providing definitions; authorizing

4 addi ti onal groups and organi zati ons to conduct

5 bi ngo ganes; requiring certain representatives

6 of sponsoring organi zations to be present

7 during the operation of ganes; prohibiting

8 certain tipping and requiring certain itenized

9 cost disclosures; requiring the sharing of

10 prizes in certain situations; providing for the

11 adoption of stricter county ordi nances;

12 provi di ng penalties; providing an effective

13 dat e.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16

17 Section 1. Section 849.0931, Florida Statutes, is
18 | anended to read:

19 849. 0931 Bingo authorized; conditions for conduct;
20| permitted uses of proceeds; limtations.--
21 (1) As used in this section, the term
22 (a) "Authorized organi zati on" neans an organi zati on
23 | authorized by | aw to operate bingo ganes.
24 (b) tay "Bingo gane" neans and—frefers—+to the activity,
25| commonly known as "hbingo," in which participants pay a sum of
26 | noney for the use of one or nore bingo cards and which is a
27 | formof legal ganbling that nust be conducted in conpliance
28| with this section. Wen the gane comences, nunbers are drawn
29 | by chance, one by one, and announced. The pl ayers cover or
30 | mark those nunbers on the bingo cards that whieh they have
31 purchased until a player receives a given order of nunbers in
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a pattern segdence that has been predesi gnat ed preannounced
for that particular gane. This player calls out "bingo" and

is declared the winner of a predeternined prize. More than
one gane may be played upon a bingo card, and nunbers call ed
for one gane nay be used for & succeedi ng gare—ot games that
have additional patterns.

(c) tb)y "Bingo card" neans and—refers—to the flat piece
of paper or thin pasteboard enpl oyed by players engaged in the

game of bingo. The bingo card shall have not have fewer than
24 playing nunbers printed on it. These playing nunbers nust
shatt+ range from 1l through 75, inclusive. Mre than one set
of bingo nunbers may be printed on any single piece of paper

(d)fe)y "Charitable, nonprofit, or veterans
organi zation" means an organi zati on that whi-eh has qualified
for exenption fromfederal incone tax as an exenpt
organi zation under the provisions of s. 501(c) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954 or s. 528 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, as anended; which is engaged in charitable, civic,
communi ty, benevolent, religious, or scholastic works or other
simlar activities; and whi ch has been in exi stence and acti ve
for a period of 3 years or nore.

(e) td)y "ojects" neans a set of 75 balls or other
precision shapes that are inprinted with |etters and nunbers
in such a way that nunbers 1 through 15 are nmarked with the
letter "B," nunbers 16 through 30 are marked with the letter
"I'," nunbers 31 through 45 are marked with the letter "N, "
nunbers 46 through 60 are marked with the letter "G " and
nunbers 61 through 75 are marked with the letter "O "

(f) ey "Rack" neans the container in which the objects
are placed after being drawn and announced.
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(9) tH)> "Receptacl e" neans the container fromwhich the
obj ects are drawn or ejected
(h) tg) "Session" neans a designated set of games by a

si ngl e sponsor played in a day or part of a day.

(i) "Unauthorized organi zati on" neans any organi zation

ot her than one defined in paragraph (a).

(2)(a) A Nene—of—the—provisiens—ofthis—chapter—shatt
be—construed—toprohibrt—or—prevent charitable, nonprofit, or
vet erans' organi zati on nay conduct erganizatiens—engaged—in

hol . I I -y I _hiet
. . I I . . I . F o
of3—years—or—rmore—froemeonducting bi ngo ganes if;—provided

the entire proceeds derived fromthe conduct of such ganes,

| ess actual business expenses for articles designed for and
essential to the operation, conduct, and playing of bingo, are
donat ed by such organizations to the charitable, civic,

communi ty, benevolent, religious, or scholastic works or other
simlar activities of the organi zati on endeavers—tentioned
above. ta—no—case—+ray The net proceeds fromthe conduct of
such ganes may not be used for any other purpose whatseever.

The proceeds derived fromthe conduct of bingo ganes that are
pl ayed or conducted by an authorized organi zati on are shat-

not be considered solicitation of public donations.

(b) It is the express intent of the Legislature that a
Ao charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organization shall not
serve as a sponsor of a bingo gane charitable, nonprofit, or
vet erans' organi zation serve as a sponsor of a bingo gane
conducted by anot her, but such organi zation shall rmay only be
directly involved in the conduct of stueh a gane as provided in
this section act.
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(3)t4)r The right of a condoni nium associ ation, a

cooperative association, a honeowners' association as defined
ins. 720.301 s—#5236%, a nobile hone owners' association, a
group of residents of a nobile hone park as defined in chapter
723, or a group of residents of a nobile hone park or
recreational vehicle park as defined in chapter 513, an
internmediate care facility for the devel opnentally disabl ed as

defined in s. 400.960(12), an adult day care center as defined

ins. 400.551(1), an assisted living facility as defined in s.
400. 402(6), a nursing facility as defined in s. 400.021(8), a
mul ti-service senior center as described in s. 430.206, or a

continuing care facility as defined in s. 651.011(2) and (5)

to conduct bingo pursuant to this chapter is conditioned upon

the return of the net proceeds fromsuch ganes to players in

the formof prizes after having deducted the actual business

expenses for such ganes for articles designed for and

essential to the operation, conduct, and playing of bingo. Any
4
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net proceeds renmi ning after paying prizes shall wmay be
donated by the authorized organi zati on assectatt+oenr charitabl e,
nonprofit, or veterans' organization which is exenpt from

federal incone tax under the provisions of s. 501(c) of the
I nternal Revenue Code to be used in such recipient

organi zation's charitable, civic, comunity, benevol ent,
religious, or scholastic works or simlar activities of—in
I I e I - I et I

speeifet—+n—subsecton—{(3).

(4) (5r A No jackpot shall not exceed the val ue of $250
in actual noney or its equivalent, and there shall not be ne
nore than three jackpots in any one session of bingo.

(5) £6) The nunber of days per week during which
aut hori zed organi zati ons auther+zet—hereunder may conduct
bi ngo shal |l fay not exceed two.

(6) 7 There shall be no nore than three jackpots on
any one day of play. A+ Ot her gane prizes shall not exceed
$50.

(7) 8y Each person involved in the conduct of a any
bi ngo gane nust be a resident of the community where the
aut hori zed organi zation sponsoring the gane is |ocated and a

bona fide nenber of the organization who is properly enrolled

and has either paid dues or otherwi se conplied with the

nenbership requirenents of the organization's charter or

by-l aws. A person spensering—stch—gare—and may not be tipped

or conpensated in any way for operating or assisting with the

operation of the sueh bingo ganme. \Wen bingo ganes are

conducted by a charitable, nonprofit, or veterans

organi zation, the authorized organi zati on conducting the bingo

games nust shatH—be—+equired—to designate up to three nmenbers

of that organization to be in charge of the ganes, one of whom
5
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nust shatt+ be present during the entire session at which the
bi ngo ganes are conducted. Al other authorized organi zati ons

nust designate at | east one nenber of the organi zation to be

in charge and present during the entire session at which bingo

ganes are conducted. The authori zed organi zati on conducti ng

the bingo ganes is responsible for posting a notice, which
notice states the nane of the organization and identifies the
desi ghat ed merber—o+ nenbers in charge of that bingo session

in a conspicuous place on the prenises at which the session is
hel d. The authorized organi zati on shall have conplete contro

of the gane and its financial operations. ti—ho—event—ray A

caller in a bingo gane may not be a participant in that bingo

gane while calling, and, if a caller stops calling and

participates in a gane, he nay not return to calling many

subsequently ganes during that session

(8)(9) Every authorized eharttablte—nenproft—or

veterans—organi zati on involved in the conduct of a bingo gane

nmust be located in the county, or within a 15-nile radius of,
where the bingo gane is |ocated.

(9)t16)y(a) A person Ne—enre under 18 years of age shal
not be—aHowed—toe play any bingo game or be involved in the
conduct of a bingo gane iA—any—way.

(b) Any organization conducting bi ngo ganes open to
the public may refuse entry to any person who is objectionable
or undesirable to the sponsoring organi zati on, but such
refusal ef—ent+y shall not be on the basis of race, creed,
color, religion, sex, national origin, marital status, or
physi cal handi cap

(10) £33y Bingo ganes nmay be held only on the follow ng
prem ses:
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1 (a) Property owned by the charitable, nonprofit, or

2 | veterans' organization

3 (b) Property owned by the charitable, nonprofit, or

4 | veterans' organization that will benefit by the proceeds.

5 (c) Property |leased for a period of not less than 1

6 | year by a charitable, nonprofit, or veterans' organization, if
7 | providing the | ease or rental agreenent does not provide for

8 | the paynent of a percentage of the proceeds generated at such
9| premises to the |l essor or any other party and if previding the
10 | rental rate charged to each of the sponsors for such premnises,
11 ] including any per-diemcharges for utilities, equipnment, or

12 | ot her furnishings, which nust be separately iteni zed, does not
13 | exceed the rental rates charged to simlar entities for the

14 | property for other uses or for simlar premses in the sane

15| I ocal e.

16 (d) Property owned by a nmunicipality or a county when
17 | the governing authority has, by appropriate ordi nance or

18 | resol ution, specifically authorized the use of such property
19 | for the conduct of such games.
20 (e) Wth respect to bingo ganes conducted by a
21 | condom ni um associ ati on, a cooperative association, a
22 | honeowners' association as defined in s. 720.301, a nobile
23 | honme owners' association, a group of residents of a nobile
24 | honme park as defined in chapter 723, or a group of residents
25| of a nobile hone park or recreational vehicle park as defined
26 | in chapter 513, an internediate care facility for the
27 | devel opnentally di sabled as defined in s. 400.960(12), an
28 | adult day care center as defined in s. 400.551(1), an assisted
29 | living facility as defined in s. 400.402(6), a nursing
30| facility as defined in s. 400.021(8), a nmulti-service senior
31| center as described in s. 430.206, a continuing care facility
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as defined in s. 651.011(2) and (5), property owned by the
association, facility, or center,property owned by the

residents of the nobile hone park or recreational vehicle
park, or property that whieh is a conmon area |ocated within
t he condoni nium nobile hone park, e+ recreational vehicle
park, facility, or center

(11) (3¥2) Each bingo gane shall be conducted in
accordance with the foll owi ng rules:

(a) The objects, whether drawn or ejected, shall be
essentially equal as to size, shape, weight, and bal ance and
as to all other characteristics that may control their
selection fromthe receptacle. The caller shall cancel any
gane if, during the course of a gane, the nmechanismused in
the drawing or ejection of objects becones jammed in such a
manner as to interfere with the accurate determ nation of the
next nunber to be announced or if the caller determ nes that
nore than one object is |labeled with the sane nunber or that
there is a nunber to be drawn without a correspondi ng object.
Any player in a game cancel ed pursuant to this paragraph may
shatH—be—permitted—+to play the next gane free of charge.

(b) Prior to comencenent of any bingo session, the
nmenber in charge shall cause a verification to be nade of al
objects to be placed in the receptacle and shall inspect the
objects in the presence of a disinterested person to ensure
that all objects are present and that there are no
duplications or om ssions of nunbers on the objects. Any
pl ayer may shatH—be—-entitted—+to call for a verification of
nunbers before, during, or and after a session

(c) The card or sheet on which the game is played nust
shatt+ be part of a deck, group, or series, no two of which nay
be alike in any given gane.
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(d) Al nunbers nust shatt be visibly displayed after
bei ng drawn and before being placed in the rack

(e) A bona fide bingo consists shatt——eonsist of a
predesi gnat ed pattern artangerent of nunbers on a card or
sheet that correspond with the nunbers on the objects drawn
fromthe receptacl e and announced. Errors in nunbers announced
or misplaced in the rack will ey not be recognized as a
bi ngo.

(f) When a caller has started to vocally announce a
letter or nunmber, the caller shall conplete the call. Each
pl ayer who has a bona fide bingo before that ganme closes is

entitled to an equal share of the prize for that gane.+H—any

(g) Nunbers on the winning cards or sheets shall be

announced and verified in the presence of another player. Any
pl ayer may shatH—be—-entitted at the time the winner is
determ ned,to call for a verification of nunbers drawn. The
verification shall be in the presence of the nenber designated
to be in charge of the occasion or, if such person is also the
caller, in the presence of three players who have no fi nancial
interest in the result of the verification an—effiecer—of—the
H-eensee.

(h) Upon deternmining a winner, the caller shall ask

"Are there any other w nners?" If no one replies, the caller
shal | declare the gane closed. No other player is entitled to
share the prize unless she or he has declared a bingo prior to
t hi s announcenent.
(i) Seats may not be held or reserved by an
organi zation or person involved in the conduct of any bingo
9
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1| gane for players not present, nor may any cards be set aside,

2| held, or reserved fromone session to another for any player.

3 (12) A county nmmy adopt ordi nances for the regul ation

4| of bingo which are nore restrictive than those prescribed in

5| this section.

6 (13) Any organi zati on, whether authorized or

7 | unaut hori zed, or ot her person who willfully and know ngly

8| violates any provision of this sectionis guilty of a

9 | m sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.

10| 775.082 or s. 775.083. For a second or subsequent offense,

11| the organi zation or other person is guilty of a felony of the

12 | third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.

13| 775.083, or s. 775.084.

14 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

15
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17 SENATE SUMVARY

18 Revi ses provisions relating to the regulation of bingo

10| ZoMGuct bi ngo. Jams, CROqULE 2 CerLatn T apr eSentati ves of

20| BYGhi bl Pa"btch parsons From T ecei v ng evrarn e atlons.
conpensation and requires certain item zed cost

2Ll Qushtron o nore'tastri oti De' Gsunty ordi nanceer "N

22
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