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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 216
By Senator Vill al obos

37-279-01

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to notor vehicles; anending s.
860. 145, F.S.; requiring that notor vehicle
ai rbags be identified with a nunber
prohibiting certain acts regardi ng airbags;
provi di ng penalties; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 860.145, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

860. 145 Airbag Antitheft Act.--

(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
"Airbag Antitheft Act."

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
"airbag" neans an inflatable restraint systemthat is designed
to be installed and to operate in a notor vehicle to activate
in the event of a crash; and the term "sal vaged airbag" neans
an airbag that has been renobved froma notor vehicle.

(3) PURCHASE, SALE, OR | NSTALLATI ON OF SALVAGED
Al RBAGS; RECORDS. - - Any person engaged in the business of
purchasing, selling, or installing sal vaged airbags shal
mai ntain a manual or electronic record of the purchase, sale,
or installation, which nust include the identification nunber
of the sal vaged airbag; the vehicle identification nunber of
the vehicle fromwhich the sal vaged airbag was renpved; the
nane, address, and driver's |license nunber or other neans of
identification of the person fromwhomthe sal vaged airbag was
purchased; and, if iAn—the—event—that the sal vaged airbag is
installed, the vehicle identification nunber of the vehicle
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into which the airbag is installed. Such record nust be
mai nt ai ned for 36 nonths followi ng the transaction and may be
i nspected during normal business hours by any | aw enforcenent
officer of this state or other authorized representative of
t he agency charged with adninistration of this section. Any
person who sells a sal vaged airbag or who installs a sal vaged
ai rbag nust disclose to the purchaser or consuner that the
ai rbag i s sal vaged. Upon request, information within a portion
of such record pertaining to a specific transaction nust be
provided to an insurer or consuner

(4) | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER. - - Airbags installed by a
not or vehicle manufacturer, in addition to any other

identification, nust be nmarked with the vehicle identification

nunber of the vehicle in which the airbags are install ed.
(5) 4y PROH BI TI O\, PENALTI ES. - -
(a) It is unlawful for any person to know ngly

possess, sell, or install a stolen uninstalled airbag; a new
or sal vaged airbag fromwhich the manufacturer's part
identification nunber has been renoved, altered, or defaced;

or an airbag taken froma stolen notor vehicle. Any person who
violates this paragraph commts a felony of the third degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s.
775.084.

(b) Any person who fails to nmintain conplete and
accurate records, to prepare conplete and accurate docunents,
to provide information within a portion of such record upon
request, or to properly disclose that an airbag is sal vaged,
as required by this act, commits a nm sdeneanor of the first
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
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Section 2. It is a felony of the second degree,

puni shabl e as provided in section 775.082, section 775.083, or
section 775.084 to:
(1) Knowingly possess, sell, or install in any

vehi cl e:
(a) A fake airbag or other device that appears to be

an airbag but that does not function as an airbag; or

(b) A deployed airbag with or without the inflatable

portion attached.

(2) Place in an airbag conpartnent any nmaterial that

does not function in the sane manner or to the sane extent as

an airbag to protect the occupants of the vehicle in a crash
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requi res. that airbags be |dent|f|ed by nunber .

Prohi biting the posSession, sale, or installation of
certain prohibited devices purPortlng to be ai rbags.
Proh|b|t|n? the placing of certain material in airbag
conpartnents.
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