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Florida Senate - 2001 (NP) SR 2250

By Senators Hol zendorf, Lawson, Dawson, Jones, Ml er, Peaden
Bronson, Mtchell, Rossin and Meek

2-1628A- 01
Senate Resolution No.
A resolution honoring Dr. Frederick S
Hunphries for his achievenents as an
educat i onal | eader

WHEREAS, Dr. Frederick S. Hunphries, a native of
Apal achi col a, graduated from Wallace McQui nn H gh School in
Apal achi col a; Florida Agricultural and Mechani cal University,
magna cum | aude; and the University of Pittsburgh with a Ph.D
i n Physical Chenistry, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hunphries has received honorary doctorates
from Vincennes University of |Indiana, Thomas A. Edison State
Coll ege, and Atlantic College and Theol ogi cal Semi nary,
Nassau, Bahanms, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hunphries served as the President of
Tennessee State University from 1974-1985, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hunphries has been the recipient of
several academ ¢ honors, including Mst CQutstanding
Personalities in the South, National Urban League Fell ow, and
Di stinguished Mlitary Science G aduate, and

VWHEREAS, with his wife, Antoinette, he has raised three
chil dren, Frederick Stephen Hunphries, Jr., Robin Tanya
(Hurphri es) Watson and Law ence Anthony Hunphries, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hunphries served as the eighth president
of his alma mater, during which tinme FAMJ was sel ected as the
TI ME Magazi ne-Princeton Review "Col |l ege of the Year" and was
featured in Black Issues in Hi gher Education as the nation's
nunber one graduator of African-Anericans with baccal aureate
degrees, surpassing Harvard in 1992, 1995, and 1997, beconing
the | eader in the recruitnment of National Achievenent
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1| Scholars, Anerica's best and brightest students, and in 2000,
2| tied with Harvard as the top recruiter of these students, and
3 WHEREAS, Dr. Hunphries has served as chair of the State
4 | Board of Education Advisory Committee on the Education of

5| Blacks in Florida, the Board of Regents, Five-Year Wrking

6| Goup for Agriculture, State University Systemof Florida, a
7 | menber of the Advisory Council to the Panhandl e Regi ona

8 | Center of Excellence in Mathematics, Science, Conputers, and
9 | Technol ogy, Florida A&M University and the University of West
10 | Fl ori da, and

11 WHEREAS, Dr. Hunphries | aunched several initiatives

12 | that have received national recognition, such as the Graduate
13 | Feeder Program an innovative approach to increasing the

14 | nunber of mnorities attending graduate school; the

15| Life-CGets-Better Schol arship, called by many the best

16 | scholarship in the country for acadenmically tal ented students;
17 | and a creative recruitnent programthat has nmade FAMJ one of
18 | the fastest growing universities in the country, and

19 WHEREAS, Dr. Hunphries has restored the Coll ege of Law
20| at FAMJ and increased the number of minorities with Ph.D.'s in
21| the science-related fields, and

22 WHEREAS, Dr. Hunphries has served on the board of

23 | directors of not fewer than 20 boards, including the

24 | Conmi ssion on the Future of the South, the Wiite House Sci ence
25| and Technol ogy Advi sory Conmittee, the National Association of
26 | State Universities and Land Grant Col | eges (nenber and chair
27 | of the board), and the National Association for Equa

28 | Opportunity in H gher Education (nmenber and chair of the

29 | board), and

30
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WHEREAS, as a result of his | eadership, the university
plans to offer new Ph.D. prograns in physics, conputer
sci ence, chem stry, and biol ogy by 2004, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Hunphries is responsible for FAMJ s
recei pt of nore than $130 nmillion in construction that has
occurred under his |eadership, including a General O assroom
Bui | di ng; Science Research Buil ding; an east-w ng expansion to
t he School of Business; expansion of the FAMJ FSU Col | ege of
Engi neering; a Student Services Center, including food service
and bookstore facilities, admnistrative offices, and a
400-car Parking Garage; a 360-bed expansion at the Pal netto
Housi ng Conpl ex; and the Foster Tanner Conpl ex expansion, and

VWHEREAS, as a result of his achi evenents as an
educati onal |eader, Dr. Hunphries has been the recipient of
nunber ous awards as an educational |eader which have won him
significant honors, including the "Floridian of the Year
Award," 1990 Thurgood Marshal |l Educational Achi evenent Award,
and the University of Pittsburgh Bicentennial Medal of
Di stinction, and nost recently he received a special tribute
during the 2001 Turner Broadcasting System Inc., Annua
Trunpet Awards and the 2001 Lifetine Achievenent Award at the
15t h Annual Bl ack Engi neer of the Year Awards Conference, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
That the Florida Senate commends Dr. Frederick S
Hunphries for his many achi evenents and his dedi cated service

as the eighth president of Florida Agricultural and Mechani ca
Uni versity.
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,
with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to Dr.
Hunphries as a tangi bl e token of the high esteemin which he
is held by the Florida Senate.
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