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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 254

By Senat or Saunders

25-312-01 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to public nedical assistance;
anending s. 395.701, F.S.; reducing the annua
assessnent on hospital outpatient services to
fund public nedical assistance; anending s.
395. 7015, F.S.; reducing the annual assessment
on certain other health care entities to fund
publ i c nedi cal assistance; providing for annua
appropriations to replace funds |lost due to
such reductions; providing an appropriation
providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that the provision of
indigent care is a broad societal responsibility not to be
pl aced solely on those who provide or receive health care, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that the current
econoni c conditions for health care entities differ fromthose
exi sting when the assessnent on hospitals was instituted in
1984 and the assessnent on other health care entities was
instituted in 1991, and

WHEREAS, because t hese assessnents place a great burden
on hospitals and other health care entities, it is the intent
of the Legislature by this act to provide relief to hospitals
and other health care entities, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
395.701, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
395. 701 Annual assessnents on net operating revenues
for inpatient services to fund public nedical assistance;
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1| administrative fines for failure to pay assessnents when due;
2 | exenption. --

3 (2)

4 (b) There is inposed upon each hospital an assessnent
5] in an ambunt equal to 0.5 % percent of the annual net

6 | operating revenue for outpatient services for each hospital

7 | such revenue to be deternined by the agency, based on the

8 | actual experience of the hospital as reported to the agency.
9| Wthin 6 nonths after the end of each hospital fiscal year

10 | the agency shall certify the anount of the assessment for each
11 | hospital. The assessnent shall be payable to and coll ected by
12 | the agency in equal quarterly anpbunts, on or before the first
13 | day of each cal endar quarter, beginning with the first ful

14 | cal endar quarter that occurs after the agency certifies the
15 | amount of the assessnent for each hospital. Al npneys

16 | collected pursuant to this subsection shall be deposited into
17 | the Public Medical Assistance Trust Fund.

18 Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
19 | 395. 7015, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

20 395. 7015 Annual assessnent on health care entities.--
21 (2) There is inposed an annual assessnent agai nst

22 | certain health care entities as described in this section

23 (a) The assessment shall be equal to 0.5 % percent of
24 | the annual net operating revenues of health care entities. The
25 | assessnent shall be payable to and collected by the agency.
26 | Assessnents shall be based on annual net operating revenues
27 | for the entity's nost recently conpleted fiscal year as

28 | provided in subsection (3).

29 Section 3. The Legislature shall appropriate each

30| fiscal year fromeither the General Revenue Fund or the Agency
31| for Health Care Adninistration Tobacco Settl enment Trust Fund
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an anount sufficient to replace the funds |ost due to the

reduction by this act in the assessnent on hospital s under
section 395.701, Florida Statutes, and the reduction by this
act of the assessnent on other health care entities under

section 395.7015, Florida Statutes, and to nmaintain federa

approval of the reduced anount of funds deposited into the
Publ i ¢ Medi cal Assi stance Trust Fund under section 395.701
Fl orida Statutes, as state match for the state's Medicaid

pr ogr am
Section 4. The sumof $ nllion is appropriated

fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Agency for Health Care

Adm nistration to i npl enent the provisions of this act

relating to the Public Medical Assistance Trust Fund; however,

this appropriation shall be reduced by the anpbunt of any other

appropriation for the sane purpose contained in other

| egi sl ation enacted during the 2001 Regul ar Sessi on which

becones | aw.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Reduces the annual  assessnents on hospital  outpatient
services and certain other health care entities to fund
publ i c nedi cal assistance, and provides for annua
appropriations to replace the funds |ost due to such ]
reductions. Takes effect contingent on receipt of certain
witten confirmation fromthe féederal Health Care

Fi nanci ng Adm nistration
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