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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 296
By Senator Carlton

24-200-01
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to narine biotechnol ogy
research, training, and industry devel opnent;
establishing the Florida Marine Bi ot echnol ogy
Resear ch, Training, and Devel opnent Program
providing for program focus; providing
| egislative intent; providing |ong-term goals;
provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. There is established a Florida Mrine

Bi ot echnol ogy Research, Training, and Devel opnent Program The

programwi || foster, establish, and enhance partnershi ps anbng

research scientists in Florida universities and research

| aboratories and the nmarine biotechnol ogy industry for the

pur pose of pronpting conmerce, creating jobs, and benefiting

frompotential comrercial opportunities in the state. The

Director of the Florida Mari ne Research Institute and the

Director of the Florida Sea Grant College Programw |l jointly

admi ni ster the programwith input froma steering conmttee

appointed jointly by both directors. The steering conmittee

shall have a nmenber fromthe University of Florida, Florida

Atlantic University, Florida State University, the University
of South Florida, the University of West Florida, Florida A&M
University, the University of Mani, Nova Southeastern

Uni versity, the Harbor Branch COceanographic Institution, Mbte

Mari ne Laboratory, the Florida Mari ne Research Institute, and

Bl OFl ori da. The steering conmittee shall deternine the

research priorities that will be used in requesting project
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1| proposals, shall deternmne the criteria used to sel ect and

2| fund projects using funds as provided in this act, shal
3|lidentify a scientific review conmttee to eval uate and

4 | reconmend projects for funding, and shall nmke recommendati ons
5|]to the Directors of the Florida Sea Grant Col |l ege Program and
6| the Florida Marine Research Institute for projects to be

7 | funded based upon the recommendations of the scientific review
8| conmittee. The Directors of the Florida Marine Research

9] Institute and the Florida Sea Grant Col |l ege Program shal

10 ) jointly nmake final project funding decisions and al so provide
11 ) a joint report to the Legislature on program progress by July
12| 1 of each year during which the programis bei ng funded.

13 Section 2. The Florida Mari ne Bi ot echnol ogy Research
14 | Trai ning, and Devel opnent Program w || support research using
15 | nodern techni ques of cell and nolecular biology in the

16 | foll owi ng areas

17 (1) Aquaculture, focused on cellular and nol ecul ar

18 | techniques to inprove size, growh rate, disease resistance,
19 | survivability, and reproductive yields of aquacul tured

20 | organi sns:

21 (2) Marine aninmal health, focused on narine pat hogens,
22 | di agnostics, treatnents, drug delivery systens, and

23 | i mmunol ogy, physiol ogy, and pharnmacol ogy of both wild and

24 | cul tured nmari ne ani nal s;

25 (3) Marine bioproducts, focused on the di scovery of

26 | drugs, bi oadhesives, hiom nerals, and ot her economcally

27 | i nportant products, the devel opnent of new nobdel s and screens
28 | for product discovery, the identification of new drug targets
29 | and nechani sns-of -action of marine-derived drugs, the

30 | devel opnent of sustai nabl e producti on nmethods for narine

31
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bi oproducts and the devel opnent of novel nethods for marine

by- product utilization

(4) Coastal human health risks, focused on the

devel opnent of new diagnostic tools to assess seafood

pat hogens and wat er - bor ne pat hogens and pol | utants;

(5) Coastal habitat restoration, focused on

renedi ati on, and nol ecul ar and cel |l ul ar approaches to strain

i mprovenent, hybrid devel opnent, and production technol ogy for

subnerged and coastal aquatic vegetation; and

(6) Forensics and nonitoring, focused on bioforensics

for identification of threatened and endangered species,

seafood identification, evaluation of health risks, regulatory

i ssues as related to economic fraud, and the devel opnent of

new bi osensors.

Section 3. Funds appropriated for this program nust be

awarded to projects based on conpetition as deternined by a

scientific peer review process, which may include the advice

of a nationw de panel of experts. Reviewcriteria will include

project rationale, scientific nerit, potential applications,

i ndustrial sponsorship, investigator qualifications, potential

for partnerships, and plans for technol ogy transfer to

i ndustry or the public sector. Al universities, public

research |l aboratories, and private nonprofit research

| aboratories in the state are eligible to conpete for funding

based on the subm ssion of proposals and sel ection by the

conpetitive process. There is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the Florida Mari ne Research Institute for
fiscal year 2001-2002 a sum of $2,000,000 for the first year
of the program The intent of the Legislature is that the

programcontinue for a total of 5 years, with an annua

appropriation each year. Annual appropriations used to fund
3
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1| projects under this act nust provide that the annua

2 | appropriations be spent over a period not to exceed 42 nonths
3| for each project and activity of the program The Florida

4| Marine Research Institute and the Florida Sea Grant Col |l ege

5| Programwi |l disburse all funds based on the conpetitive

6 | process prescribed by this act and the steering committee.

7| Projects funded within the Florida Marine Research Institute
8| shall receive funds directly fromthe institute fromthis

9 | appropriation. Funds awarded to universities and private

10 | nonprofit research | aboratories will be transferred by the

11| Florida Mari ne Research Institute by contract through the

12 | Florida Sea Grant College Program All projects should pronote
13 | public and private partnershi ps when possible. No nore than
14 [$25, 000 each may be used by the Florida Marine Research

15 ] Institute and the Florida Sea Grant Col | ege Program for

16 | technical administration of this program Up to $16,000 nay be
17 | used by the Florida Sea Grant Coll ege Program for the expenses
18 | of the peer review and technical panel

19 Section 4. The long-termgoal of the programis the
20 | creation of products and processes that will advance the

21 | marine biotechnology industry in the state. This industry wll
22 | create new, clean, high-technol ogy busi nesses, will provide
23 | high-paying jobs, and will create enpl oynent opportunities

24 | that will keep Florida-trained students in the state.

25 Section 5. Contractual services procured under this
26 | act are not subject to section 287.057, Florida Statutes.

27 Section 6. Rules are not required for the

28 | inplenentation of this act.

29 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

30

31
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Florida Mrine Blotechnology Resear ch,
Trai ni ng, and Devel opnent Prggranl to be admi ni stered by
the Director of the Florida rine Research Institute and
the Director of the Florida Sea Grant Col | ege Program
Provi des. an appropriation to fund research projects on a
conpetitive basis.
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