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Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 296

By the Committee on Governmental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senator Carlton

302-1582-01
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to narine biotechnol ogy
research, training, and industry devel opnent;
establishing the Florida Marine Bi ot echnol ogy
Resear ch, Training, and Devel opnent Program
providing legislative intent; providing program
focus and long-termgoals; providing for
adm ni stration of the program requiring
appoi ntnent of a steering conmmittee; providing
duties of the steering committee; providing an
appropriation; providing for disbursenent of
funds; providing that ch. 287, F.S., applies to
this act; requiring an annual report to the
Legi sl ature; providing for rules; providing for
future repeal; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) There is hereby established the
Fl orida Marine Bi ot echnol ogy Research, Training, and

Devel opnent Program which will foster, establish, and enhance

partnershi ps anbng research scientists in Florida universities

and research | aboratories and the marine bi ot echnol ogy

i ndustry for the purpose of pronoting commerce, creating jobs,

and benefiting frompotential comrercial opportunities in
Fl ori da.
(2) The Florida Marine Biotechnol ogy Research

Trai ni ng, and Devel opnent Programwi || support research using

nodern techni ques of cell and nolecular biology in the

foll owi ng areas
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1 (a) Aquaculture, focusing on cell and nol ecul ar

2 | techniques to i nprove size, growth rate, disease resistance

3| survivability, and reproductive yields of aquacul tured

4 | organi sns.

5 (b) Marine aninmal health, focusing on narine

6 | pat hogens, di agnostics, treatnents, drug delivery systens, and

7 | i mmunol ogy, physiol ogy, and pharnacol ogy of both wild and

8| cultured marine aninals.

9 (c) Marine bioproducts, focusing on the discovery of
10 | drugs, bhi oadhesives, biominerals, and other economically
11 | i nportant products, the devel opnent of new npdel s and screens
12 | for product discovery, the identification of new drug targets
13 | and nechani sns-of -acti on of marine-derived drugs, the
14 | devel opnent of sustai nabl e production nethods for narine
15| bi oproducts, and the devel opnent of novel nethods for narine
16 | byproduct utilization
17 (d) Coastal human health risks, focusing on the
18 | devel opnent of new di agnostic tools to assess seafood
19 | pat hogens and wat er bor ne pat hogens and pol | ut ants.
20 (e) Coastal habitat restoration, focusing on
21 | renedi ati on, and nol ecul ar and cell ul ar approaches to strain
22 | i nprovenent, hybrid devel opnent, and production technol ogy for
23 | subnerged and coastal aquatic vegetation
24 (f) Forensics and nonitoring, focusing on bioforensics
25| for identification of threatened and endangered speci es,
26 | seafood identification, evaluation of health risks, and
27 | regul atory issues as related to econonic fraud, and the
28 | devel opnent of new bi osensors.
29
30| The Il ong-termgoal of the programshall be the creation of
31| products and processes that will advance the narine
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bi ot echnol ogy industry in Florida. This industry will create

new, clean, high-technol ogy busi nesses, provide high-paying

jobs, and create enpl oynent opportunities that will keep

Fl ori da-trained students in Florida.
(3) The director of the Florida Mari ne Research
Institute and the director of the Florida Sea Grant Col |l ege

Program shall jointly administer the programwith input froma

steering comrittee appointed jointly by both directors. The

directors of the Florida Mari ne Research Institute and the

Florida Sea Gant College Programshall jointly nake fina

proj ect fundi ng deci si ons.

(4) The steering comittee shall be conposed of one

nmenber fromeach of the following: the University of Florida,

Florida Atlantic University, Florida State University, the

University of South Florida, the University of Wst Florida

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, the University

of Mam, Nova Sout heastern University, Florida |Internationa

Uni versity, the Harbor Branch Cceanographic Institution, the

Mot e Marine Laboratory, and BIOFl orida. The steering conmittee

shal | :
(a) Deternine the research priorities that shall be

used to request project proposals.

(b) Determine the criteria used to select and fund

projects, which nmust include project rationale, scientific

nerit, potential applications, industrial sponsorship,

i nvestigator qualifications, potential for partnerships, and

pl ans for technology transfer to industry and the public

sect or.
(c) ldentify a scientific review committee to evaluate

and recommend projects for funding.
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1 (d) Make recommendations to the directors of the

2| Florida Marine Research Institute and the Florida Sea G ant

3| Coll ege Program for projects to be funded based upon the

4 | reconmendations of the scientific review conmittee.

5 (5)(a) Funds appropriated for this programshall be

6 | anarded to projects based on conpetition as deternined by a

7| scientific peer review process, which nay include the advice
8 | of a nationw de panel of technical experts. Al universities,
9] public research laboratories, and private nonprofit research
10| l aboratories in Florida shall be eligible to conpete for

11 | fundi ng based on the subm ssion of proposals and sel ection by
12 | the conpetitive process. Projects that receive funding should
13 | pronote public and private partnershi ps when possible.

14 (b) There is hereby appropriated fromthe Genera

15 | Revenue Fund to the Florida Marine Research Institute for

16 | fiscal year 2001-2002 a sumof $2 nmillion for the first year
17 | of the program

18 (c) Funds awarded to a project under this act shall be
19 | spent over a period not to exceed 42 nonths for each project
20| and activity of the program The Florida Mari ne Research
21| Institute and the Florida Sea Grant Coll ege Program shal
22 | di sburse all funds based on the conpetitive process defined by
23| this act and the steering comrittee. Projects funded within
24 | the Florida Marine Research Institute shall receive funds
25| directly fromthe institute fromthis appropriation. Funds
26 | awarded to universities and private nonprofit research
27 | |l aboratories will be transferred by the Florida Mrine
28 | Research Institute by contract through the Florida Sea G ant
29 | Coll ege Program No nore than $25, 000 each shall be used by
30| the Florida Marine Research Institute and the Florida Sea
31| Gant College Programfor technical administration of this
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1| program Up to $16,000 may be used by the Florida Sea G ant

2| Coll ege Program for the expenses of the peer review and

3 | techni cal panel expenses.

4 (6) The provisions of chapter 287, Florida Statutes,

5| apply to this act.

6 (7) The directors of the Florida Marine Research

7] Institute and the Florida Sea Grant Col | ege Program shal

8| provide a joint report to the Legislature on program progress
9] by July 1 of each year the programis funded.

10 (8) The Fish and Wldlife Conservati on Conm ssi on

11 | shall adopt rules pursuant to sections 120.536(1) and 120. 54,
12 | Florida Statutes, to inplenent this act. The rules, at a

13 | mininum nust address the solicitation of proposals, award of
14 | grants, nonitoring of grants, and dispute resolution

15 (9) This act shall be repealed on July 1, 2006, unless
16 | ot herwi se reenacted by the Legislature.

17 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
18

19 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
20 CONNITTEEsgugggITUTE FOR
21
22 P{gy:ggswgp?%ecgésgchhFlﬁstltBPLIﬁgn%grtpﬁoﬁfgheRggggﬁfnthe
23| committee. Adds a Florida International University g
04 representative to the steering comittee.
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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