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By Representative Bucher

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to pharnaceutical expense

3 assi stance; anmending s. 409.9065, F.S.

4 revising the eligibility requirenments for the

5 phar naceuti cal expense assi stance program

6 deleting a requirenent that a participant be

7 eligible for the Medicaid program requiring

8 that the Agency for Health Care Adninistration

9 notify Medicare recipients of the program

10 requiring the agency to establish a toll-free

11 t el ephone nunber for obtaining infornmation

12 about the program providing an effective date.

13

14 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
15

16 Section 1. Section 409.9065, Florida Statutes, is
17 | anended to read:

18 409. 9065 Pharnaceuti cal expense assi stance. --

19 (1) PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED. - - There is established a
20 | programto provide pharnmaceutical expense assistance to

21| certain | owincone elderly individuals.

22 (2) ELIGBILITY.--Eligibility for the programis
23| limted to those individuals who qualify for tH-mted

24 | asststance—under—the—torida—Medicatrd—programas—a+esu-t—of
25 | being—duatty—etgiblte—for—both Medi care and—vedieatc-but
26 | whose H-mted—asststance—or Medi care coverage does not include
27 | any pharmacy benefit. Specifically eligible are towinecone
28 | senior citizens who:

29 (a) Are Florida residents age 65 and over;

30 (b) Have an incone at or bel ow 150 between—90—antd—126
31| percent of the federal poverty |evel;
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(c) Are eligible for beth Medi care and—vediecad

(d) Are not enrolled in a Medicare health mai ntenance
organi zation that provides a pharnmacy benefit; and

(e) Are not receiving prescription-drug assi stance

fromthe Federal Governnent; and

(f)fe)y Request to be enrolled in the program

(3) BENEFITS. --Mdications covered under the
phar maceuti cal expense assi stance program are those covered
under the Medicaid programin s. 409.906(20). Monthly benefit
payments shall be [imted to$150$86 per program participant.
Participants are required to nake a 10-percent coi nsurance
payment for each prescription purchased through this program

(4) ADM NI STRATI ON. - - The pharmaceutical expense
assi stance program shall be adm nistered by the Agency for
Health Care Adm nistration, in consultation with the
Departnent of Elderly Affairs.

(a) The Agency for Health Care Administration and the
Departnent of Elderly Affairs shall devel op a singl e-page
application for the pharnaceutical expense assi stance program

(b) The Agency for Health Care Adninistration shall,
by rule, establish for the pharnaceuti cal expense assi stance
programeligibility requirenents, linits on participation
benefit limtations, a requirenent for generic drug
substitution, and other program paraneters conparable to those
of the Medicaid program

(c) By January 1 of each year, the Agency for Health
Care Administration shall report to the Legislature on the
operation of the program The report shall include information
on the nunber of individuals served, use rates, and
expendi tures under the program The report shall also address
the i npact of the program on reduci ng unnet pharnaceutica
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drug needs anong the el derly and recomrend programmatic
changes.

(5) NONENTI TLEMENT. - - The pharmaceutical expense
assi stance program established by this section is not an
entitlenent.

(6) PHARMACEUTI CAL MANUFACTURER PARTI CI PATION. --1n
order for a drug product to be covered under Medicaid or this
program the product's nmanufacturer shall:

(a) Provide a rebate to the state equal to the rebate
required by the Medicaid program and

(b) Make the drug product available to the program for
the best price that the manufacturer nmakes the drug product
avail able in the Medicaid program

(7) RElI MBURSEMENT. - - Rei nbur senments to pharnaci es
participating in the pharnaceutical expense assi stance program
establ i shed under this section shall be equivalent to
rei mbursenents under the Medicaid program

(8) NOTIFICATION. --The Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration shall annually notify each Mdicare recipient

of the pharmaceutical expense assi stance program The notice

nmust contain a description of the programand a toll-free

t el ephone nunber to call to obtain additional information

concerni ng the program
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Revises the eligibility requirenents for the i
phar maceuti cal expense” assi stance program established to

4 rovide assistance to certain | owincone elderly. persons.

letes a requirenent that a participant be eligible for

5 assi stance under the Medicaid program Provides that a
partici pant nust not be rece|V|n? federal assistance for

6 Egescrlptlpn drugs. Requires that the Agency for_ Health

re Adm nistration annually not|f¥ Medicare recipients

7 of the program and provide a toll-free tel ephone nunber

8 for obtaining information about the program
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