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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 CS/ HB 337

By the Conmittee on Tourism and Representatives Garcia,
Arza, Diaz de la Portilla and Al exander

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public libraries; anending
s. 257.17, F.S.; providing additiona
conditions for receipt of operating grants;
providing conditions for potential |oss of
eligibility to receive an operating grant;
requiring a report to the Division of Library
and I nformation Services of the Departnment of
State; requiring a report to the Legislature;
revising a repeal date with respect to
authorizing certain nunicipalities to receive
operating grants for libraries; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 257.17, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

257.17 Operating grants.--A political subdivision that
has been designated by a county as the single library
admnistrative unit is eligible to receive fromthe state an
annual operating grant of not nore than 25 percent of al
| ocal funds expended by that political subdivision during the
second preceding fiscal year for the operation and nai ntenance
of a library, under the foll owi ng conditions:

(4)ta)r A nmunicipality with a popul ation of 200, 000 or
nore that establishes or maintains a library is eligible to
receive fromthe state an annual operating grant of not nore
than 25 percent of all |ocal funds expended by that
nmuni ci pality during the second preceding fiscal year for the
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operation and nmai ntenance of a library, under the foll ow ng
condi ti ons:

(a)*- The municipal library is operated under a single
adm ni strative head and expends its funds centrally;

(b) 2+~ The municipal |ibrary has an operating budget of
at | east $20,000 per year fromlocal sources; and

(c)3~ The nmunicipal library provides free library
service to all residents of the nmunicipality.

(d) The municipality enters into negotiations with the

county-designated single adnministrative unit, with

participation of the Division of Library and Information

Services of the Departnent of State, to forma public library

cooperative to extend library service to residents of both

| egal service areas through interlocal agreenent. Failure by

either entity to work cooperatively toward formng a

cooperative may result in the loss of eligibility to receive

an operating grant for the 2002-2003 fiscal year

(e) The municipality and county-designated single

administrative unit shall subnit a report on the progress nade

toward fornmng a cooperative to the Division of Library and

I nformation Services by Decenber 1, 2001
(f) By January 1, 2002, the Division of Library and
Information Services of the Departnent of State shall subnit a

report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives which shall include a status report

on the progress of the negotiations described in paragraph (d)

and recommendations for any changes in |law or funding as a

result of such report. The report shall also include a review

of the state aid to libraries programto determ ne what

revisions, if any, need to be made to that programto

encourage and inprove the delivery of free library service to
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all residents of the state. Finally, the report shall provide

reconmendations for statutory and fundi ng changes based upon

t he revi ew.

tb)y This subsection is repealed on July 1, 2002 266%
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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