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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 367
By Representative Brunmrer

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to judicial nomnating
conmi ssions; creating s. 43.291, F.S.
speci fyi ng nmenbershi p conposition and
requi renments of judicial noninating
conmi ssions; providing limtations; providing
for terns; abolishing prior offices; providing
for suspension or renoval; requiring racial
et hni ¢, gender, and geographical diversity of
conmm ssi on nmenbershi ps; providing severability;
repealing s. 43.29, F.S., relating to judicial
noni nati ng conm ssions; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 43.291, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
43. 291 Judicial nom nating conmi ssions. --

(1) Each judicial nomnating comi ssion established
pursuant s. 11(d), Art. V of the State Constitution shal
consi st of nine nenbers, appointed by the Governor, each of

whom shall be a resident of the territorial jurisdiction

served by the conmission to which the nmenber is appointed.

Fi ve nenbers shall be nenbers in good standing of The Florida

Bar who are actively engaged in the practice of |aw and four

menbers shall not be nenbers of The Florida Bar

(2)(a) In making such appointnents, the Governor shal

seek to ensure that the nenbers of the conm ssions reflect the

racial, ethnic, and gender diversity of the population within
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the territorial jurisdiction of the court for which

nom nations will be considered.

(b) In appointing nenbers for judicial circuits of

this state, the Governor shall appoint at |east one

conmi ssioner fromeach county within the judicial circuit and

such conmi ssioner shall reside within the county from which he

or she i s appointed.

(c) |In appointing nenbers for court of appeals

districts of this state, the Governor shall appoint at |east

one conmi ssioner fromeach judicial circuit within the

district and such comm ssi oner shall reside within the

judicial circuit fromwhich he or she is appointed.

(d) In appointing nenbers for the Suprene Court

Judi ci al Nom nati ng Conm ssion, the Governor shall appoint at

| east one conmi ssioner fromeach court of appeals district

within the state and such comni ssioner shall reside within the

court of appeals district fromwhich he or she is appointed.

(3) No justice or judge may be a nenber of a judicial

nom nating conm ssion. A nmenber of a judicial nomnating

conm ssion may hold public office other than judicial office.

A nmenber of a judicial nom nating comrmission is not eligible

for appointnent to the state judicial office for which the

conm ssion has the authority to nmake noni nations, either

during such termof nenbership or for a period of 2 years

thereafter. All acts of a judicial noninating conm ssion

shall be made with concurrence of a mpjority of its nenbers.

(4) Al nenbers shall be appointed for a termto end

concurrent with the termto which the Governor was el ected.

The terns of all nenbers shall be concurrent, and the terns

may conmence at any tine follow ng the inauguration of the

Governor as a result of a general election. If a nenber is
2
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1| unable to conplete his or her term the Governor shall appoint
2 | another individual, qualified under the sane subsection of

3| this section as the nenber previously appointed, to fill the
4 | remai nder of the nmenber's term All terns shall end at

5| mdnight on the evening prior to the next inauguration of a

6 | Governor following a general election. For cause, a nenber of
7] ajudicial noninating conm ssion may be suspended by the

8 | Governor pursuant to uniformrules of procedure established by
9| the Executive Ofice of the Governor consistent with s. 7,

10| Art. IV of the State Constitution and thereafter renoved by
11 | the Senate.

12 (5) The office of any nenber of any judicial

13 | noni nati ng conm ssion appointed pursuant to s. 43.29 prior to
14 | the effective date of this act is abolished upon the effective
15 ]| date of this act and is replaced by those offices created

16 | pursuant to subsection (1). Any nenber of a judicial

17 | noni nating conm ssion who will not conplete a 4-year term

18 | because of enactnent of this section nmay be reappointed by the
19 | Gover nor.

20 Section 2. If any provision of this act or the

21 | application thereof to any person or circunmstance is held

22 |invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
23 | applications of the act which can be given effect w thout the
24 | invalid provision or application, and to this end the

25| provisions of this act are decl ared severabl e.

26 Section 3. Section 43.29, Florida Statutes, is

27 | repeal ed

28 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

29

30

31
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses the judici al nonlnatln? connlsS|on nmenber
appoi nt nent process. See bil or detail
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