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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 4011
By Representative Melvin

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Departnent of
Corrections; anending s. 20.315, F.S.
abol i shing the Florida Corrections Conm ssion
anending s. 944.8041, F.S., to conform
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 20.315, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

20. 315 Departnent of Corrections.--There is created a
Departnent of Corrections.

(1) PURPCSE. --The purpose of the Departnent of
Corrections is to protect the public through the incarceration
and supervision of offenders and to rehabilitate offenders
t hrough the application of work, prograns, and services. The
goal s of the departnent shall be:

(a) To protect society by providing incarceration that
Wi |l support the intentions of established crininal |aw

(b) To ensure that inmates work while they are
incarcerated and that the departnent nakes every effort to
collect restitution and other nonetary assessnents from
inmates while they are incarcerated or under supervision

(c) To work in partnerships with local conmmunities to
further efforts toward crine prevention

(d) To provide a safe and hunane environnent for
of fenders and staff in which rehabilitation is possible. This
shoul d include the protection of the offender from
victimzation within the institution and the devel opnent of a
system of due process, where applicabl e.
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1 (e) To provide appropriate supervision for offenders
2| rel eased on comunity supervision, based on public safety

3| risks and offender needs, and, in conjunction with the

4] judiciary, public safety agencies, and |ocal communities,

5| devel op safe, comunity-based alternatives.

6 (f) To provide prograns, which may include academ c,
7 | vocational, and treatnent, to incarcerated offenders and

8 | supervi sed of fenders which will prepare them for occupations
9| available in the conmunity.

10 (g) To provide library services at correctiona

11 | institutions, which includes general and law library services.
12 (h) To provide judges with effective evaluative tools
13| and information for use in sentencing deci sions.

14 (i) To provide the level of security in institutions
15| conmensurate with the custody requirenents and nanagenent

16 | needs of inmates.

17 (j) To ensure that the rights and needs of crine

18 | victins are recogni zed and net, including the need for the

19| victimto be tinely notified of the release or escape of an
20 | i nmat e.

21 (2) LEGQ SLATIVE INTENT.--1t is the intent of the

22 | Legislature that:

23 (a) The departnent focus its attention on the renoval
24 | of barriers that could prevent the innmate's successful return
25| to society while supervising and incarcerating offenders at a
26 | | evel of security comensurate with the danger they present to
27 | the public.

28 (b) The departnent work in partnership with

29 | communities in the construction of facilities and the

30 | devel opnent of prograns to of fenders.

31
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1 (c) The departnent devel op a conprehensive program for
2| the treatnent of youthful offenders and other special needs

3| offenders comritted to the departnent, including fenale,

4 | elderly, and disabl ed of fenders.

5 (d) The departnent pursue partnerships with other

6 | governnental entities and private industry for the purpose of
7| furthering nutual goals and expandi ng work and educati ona

8 | opportunities for offenders.

9 (3) SECRETARY OF CORRECTIONS. --The head of the

10 | Departnent of Corrections is the Secretary of Corrections.

11| The secretary is appointed by the Governor, subject to

12 | confirmation by the Senate, and shall serve at the pleasure of
13 | the Governor. The secretary is responsible for planning,

14 | coordi nati ng, and managi ng the corrections system of the

15| state. The secretary shall ensure that the prograns and

16 | services of the department are administered in accordance with
17 | state and federal |laws, rules, and regulations, with

18 | establ i shed program standards, and consistent with |egislative
19| intent. The secretary shall identify the need for and
20 | recommend funding for the secure and efficient operation of
21| the state correctional system
22 (a) The secretary shall appoint a deputy secretary.
23 | The deputy secretary shall be directly responsible to the
24 | secretary and shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary.
25 (b) The secretary shall appoint a general counsel and
26 | an inspector general, who are exenpt frompart Il of chapter
27 | 110 and are included in the Senior Managenent Servi ce.
28 (c) The secretary may appoint assistant secretaries,
29 | directors, or other such persons that he or she deens are
30 | necessary to acconplish the m ssion and goal s of the
31
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departnent, including, but not limted to, the foll owing areas
of programresponsibility:

1. Security and institutional operations, which shal
provide i nmate work progranms, offender prograns, security
admi ni stration, emergency operations response, and operationa
oversi ght of the regions.

2. Health services, which shall be headed by a
physician |icensed under chapter 458 or an osteopathic
physician |icensed under chapter 459, or a professionally
trained health care adm nistrator with progressively
responsi bl e experience in health care adnministration. This
i ndi vidual shall be responsible for the delivery of health
services to offenders within the system and shall have direct
prof essi onal authority over such services.

3. Community corrections, which shall provide for
coordi nation of conmunity alternatives to incarceration and
operational oversight of community corrections regions.

4., Administrative services, which shall provide budget
and accounting services within the departnent, including the
constructi on and nmi ntenance of correctional institutions,
human resource managenent, research, planning and eval uation
and technol ogy.

5. Program services, which shall provide for the
di rect managenment and supervision of all departnental
prograns, including the coordination and delivery of education
and job training to the offenders in the custody of the
depart nent.

(4) REG ONS.--The departnent shall plan and admi nister
its program of services for comunity corrections, security,
and institutional operations through regions.
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(5) ANNUAL REPORTI NG --The departnent shall report
annually to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives recounting its
activities and maki ng recomendati ons for inprovenents to the

perfornmance of the departnent.
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(6) 7 DEPARTMENTAL BUDGETS. - -
(a) The secretary shall develop and subnit annually to

the Legislature a conprehensive departnental budget request.
(b) The departnent shall revise its budget entity

designations to conformto the budget entities designated by
the Executive O fice of the Governor under s. 216.0235. The
departnent, consistent with chapter 216, nmay transfer, as
necessary, funds and positions anong budget entities to
realign appropriations with the revised budget entity
desi gnations. Such authorized revisions nust be consistent
with the intent of the approved operating budget. The
departnent shall periodically review the appropriateness of
t he budget entity designations and the adequacy of its
del egated authority to transfer funds between entities and
submt the reviews to the Governor's Ofice of Planning and
Budget. To fulfill this responsibility, the secretary shal
have the authority to review, anend, and approve the annua
budget requests of all departnental activities.

(7) £8) PLACEMENT OF OFFENDERS. --The departnment shal
classify its prograns according to the character and range of
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services available for its clients. The departnent shall place
each offender in the programor facility nost appropriate to
the of fender's needs, subject to budgetary linmtations and the
availability of space.

(8) {9y DI SCHARGE FROM COWM TMENT. - - When the | aw grants
to an agent, officer, or admnistrator of the Departnment of
Corrections the authority to nmake a di scharge from conmitnent,
such authority shall be vested in the Secretary of Corrections
or in any agent who, in his or her discretion, the secretary
may aut hori ze.

(9) £36y FORM OF COW TMENT; NOTI CE OF PAROLE
VI OLATION. --All commitnents shall state the statutory
authority therefor. The Secretary of Corrections shall have
the authority to prescribe the formto be used for
commtnments. Nothing in this act shall be construed to
abridge the authority and responsibility of the Parole
Conmi ssion with respect to the granting and revocation of
parol e. The Departnent of Corrections shall notify the Parole
Conmi ssion of all violations of parole conditions and provide
reports connected thereto as nmay be requested by the
conmmi ssion. The conmi ssion shall have the authority to issue
orders dealing with supervision of specific parolees, and such
orders shall be binding on all parti es.

(10) ¢33) SI NGLE | NFORVATI ON AND RECORDS SYSTEM - - There
shal |l be only one offender-based i nformati on and records
system mai ntai ned by the Departnent of Corrections for the
joint use of the departnent and the Parol e Comm ssion. This
data systemis managed through the Justice Data Center, which
is hereby transferred to the departnent under this act
pursuant to a type two transfer authorized under s. 20.06(2).
The departnent shall develop and maintain, in consultation
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1|{with the Crinminal and Juvenile Justice Information Systens

2 | Council under s. 943.08, such offender-based i nformation

3| system designed to serve the needs of both the departnent and
4 | the Parol e Conm ssion. The departnent shall notify the

5] commission of all violations of parole and the circunstances
6 | thereof.

7 (11) (32 TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY.--Al|l statutory

8 | functions of the departnent not otherw se herein assigned to a
9| specific unit of the departnent are assigned generally to the
10 | departnent and may be allocated and reall ocated by the

11| secretary to an authorized unit of the departnent.

12 (12) (13) PURCHASE OF SERVI CES. - - WWhenever possible, the
13 | departnent, in accordance with the established program

14 | objectives and performance criteria, nmay contract for the

15| provision of services by counties, nunicipalities, nonprofit
16 | corporations, and other entities capabl e of providing needed
17 | services, if services so provided are nore cost-efficient,

18 | cost-effective, or tinely than those provided by the

19 | departnent or available to it under existing |aw.
20 Section 2. Section 944.8041, Florida Statutes, is
21 | anended to read
22 944.8041 Elderly offenders; annual review --For the
23 | purpose of providing information to the Legislature on elderly
24 | offenders within the correctional system thetorida
25 | Corrections—Cormm-sstonr—and the Correctional Medical Authority
26 | shall eaeh subnit annually a report on the status and
27 | treatnent of elderly offenders in the state-adm nistered and
28 | private state correctional systens, as well as such
29 | information on the River Junction Correctional Institution
30| In order to adequately prepare the report reports, the
31| Departnent of Corrections and the Correctional Privatization
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1| Commi ssion shall grant access to the+terida—Corrections

2 | Cormmisston—and the Correctional Medical Authority which

3| includes access to the facilities, offenders, and any

4 | information the Correctional Medical Authority requires

5 | agencies—reqgui+e to conplete its report therr—repoerts. The

6 | review shall also include an exam nation of promni sing

7| geriatric policies, practices, and prograns currently

8| inplenmented in other correctional systenms within the United

9| States. The report reports, with specific findings and

10 | reconmendati ons for inplenentation, shall be subnitted to the

11| President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

12 | Representatives on or before Decenber 31 of each year

13 Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2001
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17 . . .
Abol i shes the Florida Corrections Conmi ssion within the

18 Departnent of Corrections.
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