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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 459
By Representative Brutus

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to restriction on enpl oynent of
relatives by public officials; anending s.
112. 3135, F.S.; elimnating exenptions fromthe
prohi bition agai nst enpl oynment of relatives by
public officials to apply the prohibition to
public officials of universities, comunity
coll eges districts, and district school boards,
for which there are penalties for violation;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 112.3135, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

112. 3135 Restriction on enploynent of relatives.--

(1) In this section, unless the context otherw se
requires:

(a) "Agency" neans:

1. A state agency—except—an—instituton—under—the
jurseietion—ef—thebiviston—of—universities—of—thebepartrent
ofFducatioen

2. An office, agency, or other establishnent in the
| egi sl ative branch

3. An office, agency, or other establishnent in the
judicial branch;

4. A county;

5. Acity; and

6. Any other political subdivision of the stateys
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(b) "Collegial body" neans a governnental entity
mar ked by power or authority vested equally in each of a
nunber of col | eagues.

(c) "Public official" nmeans an officer, including a
nmenber of the Legislature, the Governor, and a nenber of the
Cabi net, or an enployee of an agency in whomis vested the
authority by law, rule, or regulation, or to whomthe
authority has been del egated, to appoint, enploy, pronote, or
advance individuals or to reconmrend i ndividuals for
appoi ntnent, enploynent, pronotion, or advancenent in
connection with enploynent in an agency, including the
authority as a nmenber of a collegial body to vote on the
appoi nt nent, enploynment, pronotion, or advancenent of
i ndi vi dual s.

(d) "Relative," for purposes of this section only,
wWith respect to a public official, means an individual who is
related to the public official as father, nother, son
daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first cousin, nephew,
ni ece, husband, wife, father-in-law, nother-in-I|aw,
son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-I|aw,
st epfat her, stepnother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother
stepsister, half brother, or half sister.

(2)(a) A public official may not appoint, enpl oy,
pronmote, or advance, or advocate for appoi ntnent, enploynent,
pronotion, or advancenent, in or to a position in the agency
in which the official is serving or over which the official
exercises jurisdiction or control any individual who is a
relative of the public official. An individual may not be
appoi nted, enployed, pronoted, or advanced in or to a position
in an agency if such appointnment, enploynent, pronotion, or
advancenent has been advocated by a public official, serving
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in or exercising jurisdiction or control over the agency, who
is arelative of the individual or if such appointnent,
enpl oynent, pronotion, or advancenent is nade by a coll egi al
body of which a relative of the individual is a nenber
(b) Hewever-This subsection does shat+ not apply to:
1. Appointments to boards other than those with

| and- pl anni ng or zoning responsibilities in those
municipalities with | ess than 35,000 popul ation

2. Fhis—stubseetton—does—rnot—appty—to Persons serving
in a volunteer capacity who provi de energency nedi cal
firefighting, or police services. Such persons nmay receive,
wi thout losing their volunteer status, reinbursenents for the
costs of any training they get relating to the provision of
vol unt eer energency nedical, firefighting, or police services
and paynent for any incidental expenses relating to those
services that they provide.

(c) tb)y Mere approval of budgets shall not be
sufficient to constitute "jurisdiction or control" for the
pur poses of this section.

(3) An agency mmy prescribe regul ations authorizing
the tenporary enploynent, in the event of an energency as
defined in s. 252.34(3), of individuals whose enpl oynent woul d
be ot herwi se prohibited by this section

(4) Legislators' relatives may be enpl oyed as pages or
nessengers during | egislative sessions.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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