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Florida Senate - 2001 CS for SB 474

By the Committee on Conprehensive Planning, Local and Mlitary
Affairs; and Senator M tchel

316- 1515-01
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to ad val orem honest ead t ax
exenption; creating s. 196.032, F.S.; providing
an exenption fromthe tax for |aw enforcenent
officers, correctional officers, correctiona
probation officers, and full-tine professiona
firefighters who are totally and pernanently
disabled in the Iine of duty; providing
applicability; providing definitions; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 196.032, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
196. 032 Exenption of honesteads of |aw enforcenent

officers, correctional officers, correctional probation

officers, and firefighters disabled in Iline of duty.--

(1) Every full-tine or part-tine |aw enforcenent

of ficer, correctional officer, correctional probation officer

auxiliary |l aw enforcenent officer, auxiliary correctiona

officer, or auxiliary correctional probation officer, or

full-tine firefighter, who has becone totally and pernanently

disabled in the line of duty while appointed or enpl oyed by

the state or any political subdivision thereof, or by any

private entity that has contracted with the state or politica

subdi vi si on, and who, on January 1, has the legal title or

beneficial title in equity to real property in this state and

resides on that property and in good faith nmakes that property

his or her pernmanent residence is entitled to an exenption

fromall taxation, except for assessnents for special
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1| benefits, up to the assessed valuation on the residence and

2| contiguous real property, as defined ins. 6, Art. VIl of the
3| State Constitution. Such title may be held by the entireti es,
41 jointly or in compn with others, and the exenption nay be

5 | apporti oned anong such of the owners as reside thereon, as

6| their respective interests appear. |If a person who neets the
7| qualifications set forth in this section is only one of the

8| owners of an estate held by the entireties or held jointly

9| with the right of survivorship and such person resides on the
10 | property, that owner is allowed the exenption. Except for

11| owners of an estate held by the entireties or held jointly

12| with the right of survivorship, the anbunt of the exenption
13 | may not exceed the proportion that the assessed val uati on of
14 | the qualifying person's ownership interest bears to the

15 | assessed valuation of the entire property. This exenption

16 | applies to each apartnent or nobile hone occupied by a

17 | tenant - st ockhol der or nenber of a cooperative corporation and
18 | to each condoni ni um parcel occupied by its owner, if the owner
19| is qualified under this section. Before this exenption nay be
20| granted, the deed or instrunment attesting ownership nust be
21 | recorded in the official records of the county in which the
22 | property is located, and docunentation of the qualifying
23| owner's disability nust be filed with the property apprai ser
24| in that county. The property apprai ser nay request the
25 | applicant to provide additional ownership docunents to
26 | establish title.
27 (2) As used in this section, the term
28 (a) "Auxiliary correctional officer" nmeans any person
29 | enpl oyed or appointed, with or without conpensation, who aids
30| or assists a full-tine or part-tine correctional officer and
31| who, while under the supervision of a full-tine or part-tine
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correctional officer, has the sane authority as a full-tinme or

part-tinme correctional officer for the purpose of providing

supervi sion, protection, care, custody, and control of inmates

within a correctional institution or a county or nunici pal

detention facility.

(b) "Auxiliary correctional probation officer" neans

any person enpl oyed or appointed, with or without

conpensation, who aids or assists a full-tine or part-tine

correctional probation officer and who, while under the

supervision of a full-tine or part-tine correctional probation

officer, has the sane authority as a full-tine or part-tine

correctional probation officer for the purpose of providing

supervi sion of offenders in the comunity.

(c) "Auxiliary law enforcenent officer" neans any

person enpl oyed or appointed, with or without conpensation

who aids or assists a full-tine or part-tine |aw enforcenent

of ficer and who, while under the direct supervision of a

full-tine or part-tine | aw enforcenent officer, has the

authority to arrest and perform | aw enforcenent functions.

(d) "Correctional officer" nmeans any person who is

appoi nted or enployed by the state or any politica

subdi vi si on thereof, or by any private entity which has

contracted with the state or county, and whose prinary

responsibility is the supervision, protection, care, custody,

and control, or investigation, of inmates within a

correctional institution; however, the term"correcti ona

of ficer" does not include any secretarial, clerical, or

professionally trai ned personnel

(e) "Correctional probation officer" neans a person

who is enployed by the state and whose prinary responsibility

is the supervised custody, surveillance, and control of
3
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assi gned i nmates, probationers, parolees, or community

controllees within institutions of the Departnent of

Corrections or within the comunity. The termi ncl udes

supervi sory personnel whose duties include, in whole or in

part, the supervision, training, and gui dance of correctiona

probation officers, but excludes nanagenent and adm nistrative

personnel above, but not including, the probation and parol e

regi onal administrator |evel.

(f) "Firefighter" neans any person who is enpl oyed as

a full-tine professional firefighter by any nmunicipality or

county, the state, or any political subdivision of the state,

i ncluding authorities and special districts, and whose prinary

responsibility is the prevention and extingui shnent of fires,

the protection and saving of life and property, and the

enforcenent of municipal, county, and state fire prevention

codes, as well as of any law pertaining to the prevention and

control of fires

(g) "Law enforcenent officer" neans any person who is

el ected, appointed, or enployed by any nunicipality or the

state or any political subdivision thereof; who is vested with

authority to bear arns and nake arrests; and whose prinary

responsibility is the prevention and detection of crinme or the

enforcenent of the penal, crimnal, traffic, or highway | aws

of the state. This definition includes all certified

supervi sory and conmand personnel whose duties include, in

whole or in part, the supervision, training, guidance, and

nmanagenent responsibilities of full-tine | aw enforcenent

officers, part-tinme |aw enforcenent officers, or auxiliary | aw

enforcenent officers but does not include support personne

enpl oyed by the enpl oyi ng agency.
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(h) A person shall be considered "totally and

permanently di sabl ed" when certified to be totally and

permanently di sabled by two |licensed physicians of this state

who are professionally unrelated. It nust be docunented that

the person's nedical condition was caused by a job-rel ated

illness or accident that occurred while the person was in an

enpl oyee/ enpl oyer relationship with his or her enployer, and

that the person has not been enployed with any other enpl oyer

after becon ng di sabl ed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect on the effective
date of SJR 472, which anends Section 6 of Article VII of the
State Constitution, to allow the Legislature to exenpt from ad
val orem taxation on his or her honestead a person who was
totally and permanently disabled in the line of duty as a | aw
enforcenent officer, correctional officer, correctiona
probation officer, or full-time professional firefighter

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEESEUE§IITUTE FOR

The CS clarifies that the property tax exenption is only

avaj lable to Persons who becane di sabled while they werée
enployed in Florida; includes a provision that defines how _one
is determned to be disabled; and provides a reference to SJIR
72, the resolution placing the issue on the ballot.
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