© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 607
By Representative Mahon

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to Pal m Beach County; providing
for the relief of Kharmilia Ferguson, a m nor
and for the relief of Angela Jones and Raynond
Ferguson, individually and as the natura
parents and guardi ans of Kharnilia Ferguson
aut hori zing and directing the Pal m Beach County
Sheriff's Ofice to conpensate themfor
injuries they suffered as a result of the
negl i gence of an enployee of the sheriff's
of fice; providing for reversion of funds;
providing for reinbursenent of all unreinbursed
nedi cal paynents nade by Medicaid up to the
date that this act becones a | aw, providing an
ef fective date.

WHEREAS, on August 23, 1996, 16-year-old Kharnmilia N
Ferguson was operating a notor vehicle on Granercy Drive at
the intersection of Granercy Drive and 45th Street in a
suburban residential community | ocated within Pal mBeach
County, and

WHEREAS, an off-duty Pal m Beach County sheriff's
deputy, who was operating a notor vehicle owned by the Palm
Beach County Sheriff's Ofice, approached the intersection at
78 nph in a 45-nph speed zone, and the sheriff's vehicle
violently struck Kharnmilia Ferguson's vehicle, and

VWHEREAS, as a result of the collision, Kharmlia
Ferguson sustained a severe brain injury that resulted in a
per manent vegetative state and permanent hospitalization
requiring lifetine attendant care, and
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1 WHEREAS, in addition to a cl ai mbeing brought on behal f
2| of Kharmlia Ferguson for her injuries, a claimwas brought on
3 | behal f of her nother, Angela Jones, and her father, Raynond

4 | Ferguson, for past and future nedical expenses and ot her

5| expenses, as well as for the loss of their daughter's

6 | services, confort, conpanionship, society, |love, affection

7 | and sol ace, and

8 WHEREAS, after protracted litigation relating to this
9| mtter, on February 3, 2000, the parties entered into a

10 | settl enment agreenent in the amount of $2 million, and

11 WHEREAS, pursuant to the settlenent agreenent, the Palm
12 | Beach County Sheriff's O fice paid $200, 000, which is the

13 | maxi num paynent al | owabl e under section 768.28, Florida

14 | Statutes, and

15 WHEREAS, the sheriff's office does not oppose or

16 | contest a claimbill in the amount of $1.8 mllion for the

17 | renmai ni ng anount owed under the settlenent agreenent, NOW

18 | THEREFORE,

19

20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

21

22 Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this
23| act are found and declared to be true.

24 Section 2. The Pal m Beach County Sheriff's Ofice is
25| authori zed and directed to appropriate fromfunds of the

26 | sheriff's office not otherw se appropriated and to draw a

27 | warrant in the sumof $1,440,000 payable to the Special Needs
28 | Trust established for Kharmlia Ferguson to conpensate her for
29 | injuries and damages sustai ned. Upon the death of Kharnilia
30 | Ferguson, the Trust bal ance shall revert to the Pal m Beach

31
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County Sheriff's Ofice pursuant to the terns of the Trust

agr eenent .
Section 3. The Pal m Beach County Sheriff's Ofice is
aut hori zed and directed to appropriate fromfunds of the

sheriff's office not otherwi se appropriated and to draw a

warrant in the sumof $180,000 payable to Angel a Jones,

individually and as natural parent and guardian of Kharmilia

Ferguson, to conpensate her for injuries and danages

sust ai ned.
Section 4. The Pal m Beach County Sheriff's Ofice is
aut hori zed and directed to appropriate fromfunds of the

sheriff's office not otherwi se appropriated and to draw a

warrant in the sum of $180, 000 payable to Raynond Fer guson

individually and as natural parent and guardian of Kharmlia

Ferguson, to conpensate himfor injuries and danages

sust ai ned.
Section 5. The governnental entity responsible for

payrment of the warrants shall pay to the Florida Agency for

Heal th Care Administration the anount due under section

409.910, Florida Statutes, prior to disbursing any funds to

the claimants. The anmobunt due to the agency shall be equal to

al |l unrei nbursed nedical paynents paid by Medicaid up to the

date that this act becones a | aw.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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