CS/ CS/HB 617, First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to youthful offenders; anending
3 S. 944.1905, F.S.; requiring that certain

4 i nmat es who are | ess than a specified age be

5 pl aced in specific correctional facilities and
6 housed in separate dormitories; requiring that
7 the Departnent of Corrections report to the

8 Legislature on its conpliance w th housing

9 yout hful offenders; requiring that certain

10 i nmat es who are | ess than a specified age and
11 who have no prior juvenile adjudication be

12 placed in facilities for youthful offenders;
13 providing for the reassignment of an inmate to
14 the general population if the innmate threatens
15 the safety of other inmates or correctiona

16 staff; amending s. 944.1905, F.S.; requiring
17 that certain inmtes who are |l ess than a

18 speci fi ed age be placed in specific

19 correctional facilities and housed in separate
20 dormtories; requiring that the Departnment of
21 Corrections report to the Legislature onits
22 conpl i ance with housing youthful offenders;
23 requiring that certain inmates who are | ess
24 than a specified age and who have no pri or
25 juvenil e adjudication be placed in facilities
26 for yout hful offenders; providing for the
27 reassi gnnent of an inmate to the genera
28 population if the inmte threatens the safety
29 of other inmates or correctional staff;
30 anending s. 921.0021, F.S.; redefining the term
31 "prior record" to extend the tine during which
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the disposition of certain juvenile offenses
are included in an offender's record;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (5) is added to section
944.1905, Florida Statutes, to read:

944.1905 Initial inmate classification; inmte
reclassification.--The Departnent of Corrections shal
classify inmates pursuant to an objective classification
schene. The initial inmate classification questionnaire and
the inmate reclassification questionnaire nust cover both
aggravating and nitigating factors.

(5)(a) Notwi thstanding any other provision of this

section, the departnent shall assign to specific correctiona

facilities all inmtes who are less than 18 years of age and

who are not eligible for and have not been assigned to a

facility for youthful offenders. Any such inmate who is |ess

than 18 years of age shall be housed in a dornitory that is

separate frominnmates who are 18 years of age or ol der

Furthernore, the departnent shall provide any food servi ce,

education, and recreation for such innmate separately from

i nmates who are 18 years of age or older. The departnent shal

report to the Legislature on conpliance with this paragraph by
April 1, 2002.
(b) Notwithstanding the requirenents of s. 958. 11, any

inmate who is | ess than 18 years of age, who was 15 years of

age or younger at the tine of his or her offense, and who has

no prior juvenile adjudication nust be placed in a facility

for youthful offenders until the inmate is 18 years of age. At
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the discretion of the departnent, such an i nmate nmay be pl aced

in a facility for youthful offenders until the inmte is 21

years of age

(c) Any inmate who is assigned to a facility under

par agraph (a) or paragraph (b) shall be renpved and reassi gned

to the general inmate population if his or her behavior

threatens the safety of other innmates or correctional staff.

Section 2. Subsection (5) of section 921.0021, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

921.0021 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, for
any felony offense, except any capital felony, comitted on or
after QOctober 1, 1998, the term

(5) "Prior record" neans a conviction for a crine

commtted by the offender, as an adult or a juvenile, prior to
the tinme of the primary of fense. Convictions by federal
out-of-state, mlitary, or foreign courts, and convictions for
vi ol ations of county or nunicipal ordinances that incorporate
by reference a penalty under state law, are included in the

of fender's prior record. Convictions for offenses committed
by the offender nore than 10 years before the primary of fense
are not included in the offender's prior record if the

of fender has not been convicted of any other crinme for a
period of 10 consecutive years fromthe nost recent date of
rel ease from confi nenent, supervision, or sanction, whichever
is later, to the date of the primary offense. Juvenile

di spositions of offenses commtted by the offender within 5 3
years before the primary offense are included in the

of fender's prior record when the of fense woul d have been a
crinme had the offender been an adult rather than a juvenile.
Juvenil e dispositions of sexual offenses committed by the

of fender which were committed 5 3 years or nore before the

3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




CS/ CS/HB 617, First Engrossed

primary offense are included in the offender's prior record if
t he of fender has not nmintai ned a conviction-free record,
either as an adult or a juvenile, for a period of 5 3
consecutive years fromthe nost recent date of release from
confi nenent, supervision, or sanction, whichever is later, to
the date of the primary offense.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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