Florida Senate - 2001 SB 666

By Senator Sullivan

22-507-01 See HB
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to physician assistants;
3 anendi ng ss. 458. 347 and 459. 022, F.S.
4 al | owi ng aut hori zed physician assistants to
5 prescribe any nedication not listed on a
6 formul ary established by the Council on
7 Physi ci an Assistants; allow ng authorized
8 physi cian assistants to di spense drug sanpl es
9 pursuant to proper prescription; elimninating
10 the fornulary committee and revising provisions
11 relating to creation and anendnent of the
12 fornmulary, to conform providing an effective
13 dat e.
14
15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16
17 Section 1. Paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (4) of
18 | section 458.347, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
19 458. 347 Physici an assistants. --
20 (4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS. - -
21 (e) A supervisory physician nmay delegate to a fully
22 | licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe any
23 | nedication used in the supervisory physician's practice unl ess
24 | +f such nedication is listed on the fornmulary created pursuant
25| to paragraph (f). A fully licensed physician assistant nay
26 | only prescribe such nedication under the foll ow ng
27 | ci rcunst ances:
28 1. A physician assistant nust clearly identify to the
29 | patient that he or she is a physician assistant. Furthernore,
30 | the physician assistant nust informthe patient that the
31
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patient has the right to see the physician prior to any
prescription being prescribed by the physician assistant.

2. The supervisory physician nust notify the
departnment of his or her intent to delegate, on a
departnment - approved form before del egating such authority and
notify the departnent of any change in prescriptive privileges
of the physician assistant.

3. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnent, before commencing to prescribe, evidence that he
or she has conpleted a continuing nedical education course of
at |l east 3 classroomhours in prescriptive practice, conducted
by an accredited program approved by the boards, which course
covers the limtations, responsibilities, and privil eges
i nvolved in prescribing nedicinal drugs, or evidence that he
or she has received education conparable to the conti nuing
educati on course as part of an accredited physician assistant
trai ni ng program

4. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnent, before commencing to prescribe, evidence that the
physi cian assistant has a mninmumof 3 nonths of clinical
experience in the specialty area of the supervising physician

5. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnment a signed affidavit that he or she has conpleted a
m ni rum of 10 continui ng nedi cal education hours in the
specialty practice in which the physician assistant has
prescriptive privileges with each licensure renewal
appl i cati on.

6. The departnent shall issue a |license and a
prescriber nunber to the physician assistant granting
authority for the prescribing of nedicinal drugs authorized
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wi thin this paragraph upon conpletion of the foregoing
requi rements.

7. The prescription nust be witten in a formthat
conplies with chapter 499 and nust contain, in addition to the
supervi sory physician's nane, address, and tel ephone nunber
t he physician assistant's prescriber nunber. Unless it is a

drug sanpl e di spensed by the physician assistant,the

prescription nust be filled in a pharmacy permtted under
chapter 465 and nust be dispensed in that pharmacy by a
pharmaci st |icensed under chapter 465. The appearance of the
prescriber nunber creates a presunption that the physician
assistant is authorized to prescribe the nedicinal drug and
the prescription is valid.

8. The physician assistant nust note the prescription
in the appropriate nedical record, and the supervisory
physi ci an nust review and sign each notation. For dispensing
purposes only, the failure of the supervisory physician to
conply with these requirenents does not affect the validity of
the prescription.

9. This paragraph does not prohibit a supervisory
physician fromdel egating to a physician assistant the
authority to order nedication for a hospitalized patient of
t he supervi sory physician

Thi s paragraph does not apply to facilities |licensed pursuant
to chapter 395.
(f)1. Fhere—+s—created—afve-—nenber—comittee
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chapter—or—chapter—459- The council comyttee shall establish
a formulary of nmedicinal drugs that fer—whieh a fully |licensed

physi cian assistant, |icensed under this section or s.
459. 022, may not prescribe. The fornul ary nust say—+noet incl ude
control |l ed substances as defined in chapter 893,

. I Fes . hoties,—radi-opharaceutical-s,genera

anest hetics and e+ radi ographic contrast materials, and all e+

afy parenteral preparations except insulin and epi nephri ne.
2. In establishing the formulary, the council shal

consult with a pharmaci st |icensed under chapter 465, but not

|icensed under this chapter or chapter 459, who shall be

sel ected by the Secretary of Health.
3.2~ Only the council eemmttee shall add to, delete
from or nodify the formulary. Any person who requests an

addition, deletion, or nodification of a nedicinal drug |isted
on such formulary has the burden of proof to show cause why
such addition, deletion, or nodification should be nade.
4.3~ The boards shall adopt the forrulary required by
this paragraph, and each addition, deletion, or nodification
to the formulary, by rule. Notw thstanding any provision of
chapter 120 to the contrary, the formulary rule shall be
effective 60 days after the date it is filed with the
Secretary of State. Upon adoption of the fornulary, the
departnment shall mail a copy of such forrmulary to each fully
| i censed physician assistant, licensed under this section or

s. 459.022,and to each pharmacy licensed by the state. The
boards shall establish, by rule, a fee not to exceed $200 to
fund the provisions of this paragraph and paragraph (e).
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1 Section 2. Subsection (4) and paragraph (c) of

2 | subsection (9) of section 459.022, Florida Statutes, are

3 | anended to read:

4 459. 022 Physician assistants. --

5 (4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS. - -

6 (a) The boards shall adopt, by rule, the genera

7 | principles that supervising physicians nmust use in devel opi ng
8 | the scope of practice of a physician assistant under direct

9 | supervi sion and under indirect supervision. These principles
10 | shall recognize the diversity of both specialty and practice
11 | settings in which physician assistants are used.

12 (b) This chapter does not prevent third-party payors
13 | fromrei nbursi ng enpl oyers of physician assistants for covered
14 | services rendered by |licensed physician assistants.

15 (c) Licensed physician assistants nay not be denied

16 | clinical hospital privileges, except for cause, so long as the
17 | supervising physician is a staff nenber in good standing.

18 (d) A supervisory physician nay delegate to a |licensed
19 | physician assistant, pursuant to a witten protocol, the

20 | authority to act according to s. 154.04(1)(c). Such del egated
21 | authority is limted to the supervising physician's practice
22| in connection with a county health departnent as defined and
23 | established pursuant to chapter 154. The boards shall adopt
24 | rul es governing the supervision of physician assistants by

25 | physicians in county health departnents.

26 (e) A supervisory physician nay delegate to a fully

27 | licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe any

28 | nedi cation used in the supervisory physician's practice unl ess
29 | +f such nedication is listed on the fornulary created pursuant
30| to s. 458.347. A fully licensed physician assistant may only
31| prescribe such nedication under the follow ng circunstances:
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1. A physician assistant nust clearly identify to the
patient that she or he is a physician assistant. Furthernore,

t he physician assistant nust informthe patient that the
patient has the right to see the physician prior to any
prescription being prescribed by the physician assistant.

2. The supervisory physician nust notify the
departnment of her or his intent to delegate, on a
departnment - approved form before del egating such authority and
notify the departnent of any change in prescriptive privileges
of the physician assistant.

3. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnent, before commencing to prescribe, evidence that she
or he has conpleted a continuing nedi cal education course of
at |l east 3 classroomhours in prescriptive practice, conducted
by an accredited program approved by the boards, which course
covers the limtations, responsibilities, and privil eges
i nvolved in prescribing nedicinal drugs, or evidence that she
or he has received education conparable to the continuing
educati on course as part of an accredited physician assistant
trai ni ng program

4. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnent, before commencing to prescribe, evidence that the
physi cian assistant has a mninmumof 3 nonths of clinical
experience in the specialty area of the supervising physician

5. The physician assistant nust file with the
departnment a signed affidavit that she or he has conpleted a
m ni rum of 10 continui ng nedi cal education hours in the
specialty practice in which the physician assistant has
prescriptive privileges with each licensure renewal
appl i cati on.
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6. The departnent shall issue a |license and a
prescriber nunber to the physician assistant granting
authority for the prescribing of nedicinal drugs authorized
wi thin this paragraph upon conpletion of the foregoing
requi rements.

7. The prescription nmust be witten in a formthat
conplies with chapter 499 and nust contain, in addition to the
supervi sory physician's nane, address, and tel ephone nunber
t he physician assistant's prescriber nunber. Unless it is a

drug sanpl e di spensed by the physician assistant,the

prescription nust be filled in a pharmacy permtted under
chapter 465, and nust be dispensed in that pharnacy by a
pharmaci st |icensed under chapter 465. The appearance of the
prescriber nunber creates a presunption that the physician
assistant is authorized to prescribe the nedicinal drug and
the prescription is valid.

8. The physician assistant nust note the prescription
in the appropriate nedical record, and the supervisory
physi ci an nust review and sign each notation. For dispensing
purposes only, the failure of the supervisory physician to
conply with these requirenents does not affect the validity of
the prescription.

9. This paragraph does not prohibit a supervisory
physician fromdel egating to a physician assistant the
authority to order nedication for a hospitalized patient of
t he supervi sory physician

Thi s paragraph does not apply to facilities |licensed pursuant
to chapter 395.
ye I . I T I .
. L I F . I . I
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29 | paragraph—(e)—
30 (9) COUNCIL ON PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS. - - The Council on
31| Physician Assistants is created within the departnent.
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(c) The council shall:

1. Reconmend to the departnent the licensure of
physi ci an assi stants.

2. Develop all rules regulating the use of physician
assi stants by physicians under chapter 458 and this chapter
except for rules relating to the formulary devel oped under s.
458. 347{&F). The council shall also develop rules to ensure
that the continuity of supervision is maintained in each
practice setting. The boards shall consider adopting a
proposed rul e devel oped by the council at the regularly
schedul ed neeting i Mmediately foll owi ng the subm ssion of the
proposed rule by the council. A proposed rule submtted by
the council may not be adopted by either board unless both
boards have accepted and approved the identical |anguage
contained in the proposed rule. The | anguage of all proposed
rules submitted by the council nust be approved by both boards
pursuant to each respective board's guidelines and standards
regardi ng the adoption of proposed rules. |If either board
rejects the council's proposed rule, that board nust specify
its objection to the council with particularity and include
any recommendations it nmay have for the nodification of the
proposed rul e.

3. Make recommendations to the boards regarding al
matters relating to physician assistants.

4. Address concerns and problens of practicing
physician assistants in order to i nprove safety in the
clinical practices of |icensed physician assistants.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Al'l ows authorized physician assistants to Prescrlbe any
nedi cation not listed on a forrmulary established by the
Counci | on Physician Assistants. | ows aut hori zed

physi cian assistants to di spense drug sanples pursuant to
proper prescription. Eimnates the fornmulary commttee
and revises provisions of lawrelating to creation and
anmendnent of the fornulary, to conform
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