Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 679

By Representatives Lerner, Rich, Ritter, Henriquez,
Greenstein, Sobel, Roneo, Gannon, Wissman, MGiff, Joyner,
Bendr oss- M ndi ngal | , Cusack, Gel ber, Seiler, Betancourt,
Meadows, Jenni ngs, Ausl ey, Kosmas and Franke

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Kidcare Act;

3 amendi ng ss. 409.814, 409.815, 409.8177,

4 409. 818, 409.904, and 624.91, F.S.; deleting

5 references to Medi ki ds program conponents;

6 revising criteria for Kidcare program

7 conponents; del eting obsol ete provi sions;

8 providing for state funding of the Kidcare

9 program requiring uniformand joint

10 adm ni stration of Kidcare program

11 i npl erentation; requiring joint devel opnent of

12 a plan for Kidcare eligibility determ nations

13 and plan inplenentation by a date certain;

14 creating s. 409.81753, F.S.; providing for

15 Ki dcare program providers; requiring the

16 Departnent of Health to devel op and i npl enent

17 uni form provi der standards for Kidcare

18 conponents; repealing s. 409.811(19), F.S.

19 relating to a definition of Medikids; repealing
20 s. 409.813(2), F.S., relating to the Medi ki ds

21 conponent of the Kidcare program repealing s.

22 409.8132, F.S., relating to the MdiKkids

23 program conponent; providing an effective date.

24

25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26

27 Section 1. Section 409.814, Florida Statutes, is
28 | anended to read:

29 409.814 Eligibility.--A child whose fanily incone is
30 | equal to or bel ow 250 266 percent of the federal poverty |evel
31| is eligible for the Florida Kidcare programas provided in
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this section. In determning the eligibility of such a child,
an assets test is not required. An applicant under 19 years of
age who, based on a conplete application, appears to be
eligible for the Medicaid conponent of the Florida Kidcare
programis presuned eligible for coverage under Medi caid,
subject to federal rules. A child who has been deened
presunptively eligible for Medicaid shall not be enrolled in a
managed care plan until the child's full eligibility

determ nation for Medicaid has been conpleted. The Florida
Heal thy Kids Corporation and other federally approved entities

may, subject to conpliance with applicable requirenents of the
Agency for Health Care Adnministration and the Departnent of
Children and Family Services, be designated as an entity to
conduct presunptive eligibility determ nations. An applicant
under 19 years of age who, based on a conplete application
appears to be eligible for the Medikids,Florida Healthy Kids;
or Children's Medical Services network program conponent, who
is screened as ineligible for Medicaid and prior to the
nmonthly verification of the applicant's enrollnent in Mdicaid
or of eligibility for coverage under the state enpl oyee health
benefit plan, nmay be enrolled in and begin receiving coverage
fromthe appropriate program conponent on the first day of the
month follow ng the receipt of a conpleted application. For
enrollnment in the Children's Medical Services network, a
conpl ete application includes the nedical or behavioral health
screening. |f, after verification, an individual is determ ned
to be ineligible for coverage, he or she nust be disenrolled
fromthe respective Title XXl -funded Kidcare program
conmponent .

(1) Achild who is eligible for Medicaid coverage
under s. 409.903 or s. 409.904 nust be enrolled in Mdicaid

2
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and is not eligible to receive health benefits under any other
heal th benefits coverage authorized under ss. 409. 810-409. 820.
(2) Achild who is not eligible for Mdicaid, but who
is eligible for the Florida Kidcare program nmay obtain
coverage under any of the other types of health benefits
coverage authorized in ss. 409.810-409.820 if such coverage is
approved and available in the county in which the child

resi des. However—a——chitd—who—+s—eHgibtefor—Mdiki-ds—tray
- . I L orid et C ETEN
it et b - . . I L orid et o
ey it , o . I
enr-oHrent—

(3) Achild who is eligible for the Florida Kidcare
programwho is a child with special health care needs, as
determ ned through a nedical or behavioral screening
instrunent, is eligible for health benefits coverage from and
shall be referred to the Children's Mdical Services network.

(4) The following children are not eligible to receive
prem um assi stance for health benefits coverage under ss.

409. 810-409. 820, except under Medicaid if the child would have
been eligible for Mdicaid under s. 409.903 or s. 409.904 as
of June 1, 1997:

g REDWON L eribletf I
I et e . I .
(a)ftb)y A child who is covered under a group health
benefit plan or under other health insurance coverage,
excl udi ng coverage provided under the Florida Healthy Kids

Corporation as established under s. 624.91
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(b)ter Achild who is an inmate of a public
institution or a patient in an institution for nental

di seases.

Children who are ineligible for federal funding under Title
XIX and Title XXI of the Social Security Act may be enrolled
in the Kidcare program based upon fanily incone and their

coverage shall be provided by state funds. G her funds may be

contributed toward the cost of the programon a voluntary

basi s.
(5) A child whose famly inconme is above 250 266
percent of the federal poverty level or a child who is
excl uded under the provisions of subsection (4) may
participate in the Florida Kidcare program excluding the
Medi caid program but is subject to the follow ng provisions:
(a) The family is not eligible for prem um assi stance
payrments and nust pay the full cost of the prem um including
any administrative costs.

4

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 679
778- 103A-01

(b) te) The board of directors of the Florida Healthy
Kids Corporation is authorized to place |linits on enroll nment
of these children in order to avoid adverse selection. In
addition, the board is authorized to offer a reduced benefit
package to these children in order to linmt programcosts for
such fam lies. The nunber of children participating in the
Fl ori da Heal thy Kids program whose family incone exceeds 250
266 percent of the federal poverty |level must not exceed 10
percent of total enrollees in the Florida Healthy Kids
program

(c)td)y Children described in this subsection are not
counted in the annual enrollnent ceiling for the Florida
Ki dcare program

(6) Once a childis enrolled in the Florida Kidcare

program the child is eligible for coverage under the program
for 6 months without a redeterm nation or reverification of
eligibility, if the fanmily continues to pay the applicable

prem um EfHeetive—Janvary—1—1999%—a——ehi-td—who—has—not

(7) \When deternmining or reviewing a child's
eligibility under the program the applicant shall be provided
Wi th reasonabl e notice of changes in eligibility which may
affect enrollnment in one or nore of the program conponents.

In order to pronpbte continuity of health care coverage when a

transition fromone program conponent to another is
appropriate, the transition shall occur without any gaps in

coverage, provided all required prem unms are pai d there—shat
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1 Section 2. Subsection (1) and the introductory

2 | paragraph and paragraph (u) of subsection (2) of section

3| 409.815, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

4 409.815 Health benefits coverage; limtations.--

5 (1) MEDI CAl D BENEFI TS. - - For purposes of the Florida

6 | Kidcare program benefits avail able under Medicaid and

7 | Medikids include those goods and services provided under the
8 | nedi cal assistance program authorized by Title XIX of the

9| Social Security Act, and regul ati ons thereunder, as

10| adninistered in this state by the agency. This includes those
11 | mandatory Medi caid services authorized under s. 409.905 and
12 | optional Medicaid services authorized under s. 409. 906,

13 | rendered on behalf of eligible individuals by qualified

14 | providers, in accordance with federal requirenents for Title
15| XI X, subject to any limtations or directions provided for in
16 | the General Appropriations Act or chapter 216, and according
17 | to nmethodologies and linmtations set forth in agency rules and
18 | policy manual s and handbooks i ncorporated by reference

19 | thereto.
20 (2) BENCHVARK BENEFI TS.--1n order for health benefits
21| coverage to qualify for prem um assistance paynents for an
22 | eligible child under ss. 409.810-409.820, the health benefits
23 | coverage, except for coverage under Medicaid antd—edikids,
24 | must include the follow ng mninmmbenefits, as nedically
25 | necessary.
26 (u) Enhancenents to mininumrequirenents. --
27 1. This section sets the mnimum benefits that nust be
28 | included in any health benefits coverage, other than Medicaid
29 | er—Mediki-ds—coverage, offered under ss. 409.810-409. 820.
30| Health benefits coverage may include additional benefits not
31
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1| included under this subsection, but may not include benefits

2 | excl uded under paragraph (s).

3 2. Health benefits coverage may extend any linmtations
4 | beyond the minimum benefits described in this section

5

6 | Except for the Children's Medical Services network, the agency
7 | may not increase the prem um assi stance paynent for either

8 | additional benefits provided beyond the nini numbenefits

9| described in this section or the inposition of |ess

10 | restrictive service limtations.

11 Section 3. Section 409.81753, Florida Statutes, is

12 | created to read:

13 409. 81753 Kidcare providers.--All children in the

14 | Kidcare program shall be provided with a nedical honme. The

15| Departnent of Health, in consultation with the Florida Healthy
16 | Kids Corporation, shall devel op and i npl enent uniform provider
17 | standards to be applied to all Kidcare conponents.

18 Section 4. Subsection (9) of section 409.8177, Florida
19 | Statutes, is anended to read:

20 409. 8177 Program eval uation.--The agency, in

21| consultation with the Departnent of Health, the Departnent of
22| Children and Fanmily Services, and the Florida Healthy Kids

23| Corporation, shall by January 1 of each year subnit to the

24 | Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the
25 | House of Representatives a report of the Florida Kidcare

26 | program |In addition to the itens specified under s. 2108 of
27 | Title XXI of the Social Security Act, the report shall include
28 | an assessnent of crowd-out and access to health care, as well
29 | as the foll ow ng:

30 (9) An assessnent of the effectiveness of Meegikids
31| Children's Medical Services network;and ot her public and

7
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private prograns in the state in increasing the availability
of affordable quality health insurance and health care for
chil dren.

Section 5. The introductory paragraph of section
409. 818, Florida Statutes, and paragraphs (b) and (c) of
subsection (1) and paragraphs (c) and (g) of subsection (3) of
sai d section, are anended to read:

409.818 Administration.--All agencies inplenenting the

Ki dcare program shall administer the programto provide a

seam ess system and continuity of care. All children eligible

for Kidcare shall be issued a uniformKidcare Card to docunent

their eligibility. Children who becone ineligible for one

program conponent shall be reviewed for eligibility for

coverage in another program conponent and, if eligible, shal

automatically be transferred to such program conponent. The

Departnent of Children and Family Services, the Departnent of
Health, the Agency for Health Care Admi nistration, and the
Fl orida Healthy Kids Corporation shall jointly devel op a pl an

for a single entity to performKidcare eligibility

determ nations and shall inplenent the plan no |ater than
Cctober 1, 2001.1n order to inplenment ss. 409.810-409. 820,
the foll owi ng agencies shall have the follow ng duti es:

(1) The Departnent of Children and Family Services
shal | :

(b) Establish and maintain the eligibility
determ nati on process under the program except as specified in
subsection (5). The departnent shall directly, or through the
services of a contracted third-party administrator, establish
and nmaintain a process for determining eligibility of children
for coverage under the program The eligibility deternination
process nust be used solely for determining eligibility of

8
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applicants for health benefits coverage under the program The
eligibility determ nation process nust include an initial
determ nation of eligibility for any coverage offered under

the program as well as a redetermination or reverification of

eligibility each subsequent 12 & nonths. EffeetiveJantary 1

reveri-Heation—oef—eHgibity—I n conducting an eligibility

determ nation, the departnent shall deternine if the child has
speci al health care needs. The departnent, in consultation
with the Agency for Health Care Adnministration and the Florida
Heal thy Ki ds Corporation, shall devel op procedures for
redetermining eligibility which enable a famly to easily
updat e any change in circunmstances which could affect
eligibility. The departnent may accept changes in a famly's
status as reported to the departnent by the Florida Healthy

Ki ds Corporation w thout requiring a new application fromthe
famly. Redetermination of a child's eligibility for Mdicaid
may not be linked to a child's eligibility determination for
ot her prograns.

(c) Informprogramapplicants about eligibility
determ nations and provide information about eligibility of
applicants to Medicaid, Medikidsthe Children's Medica
Services network, and the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation
and to insurers and their agents, through a centralized
coordi nating office.

(3) The Agency for Health Care Adm nistration, under
the authority granted in s. 409.914(1), shall

(c) Make premi um assi stance payments to health
i nsurance plans on a periodic basis. The agency nmay use its

9
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1| Medicaid fiscal agent or a contracted third-party

2| adm nistrator in naking these paynments. The agency may

3| require health insurance plans that participate in the

4 | Mediki-ds—proegramor enpl oyer-sponsored group health insurance
5] to collect prem umpaynents froman enrollee's famly.

6| Participating health insurance plans shall report prem um

7 | paynents collected on behalf of enrollees in the programto

8 | the agency in accordance with a schedul e established by the

9 | agency.

10 (g) Adopt rules that conply with Title XXI of the

11| Social Security Act necessary for cal culating prem um

12 | assi stance paynent |evels, calculating the program enroll nent
13 | ceiling, nmaking prem um assi stance paynents, nonitoring access
14 | and quality assurance standards, investigating and resolving
15| conpl ai nts and gri evances, athnstering—theMediki-ds—program-
16 | and approving health benefits coverage.

17

18 | The agency is designated the | ead state agency for Title XXl
19 | of the Social Security Act for purposes of receipt of federal
20| funds, for reporting purposes, and for ensuring conpliance

21 | with federal and state regul ations and rul es.

22 Section 6. Subsections (6), (7), and (8) of section

23| 409.904, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

24 409.904 Optional paynents for eligible persons.--The
25 | agency may make paynents for nedical assistance and rel ated

26 | services on behalf of the foll ow ng persons who are determ ned
27| to be eligible subject to the inconme, assets, and categorica
28 | eligibility tests set forth in federal and state |aw. Paynent
29 | on behal f of these Medicaid eligible persons is subject to the
30| availability of nobneys and any limtations established by the
31| General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.
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(6) A child bornbefore—-tctober—34—31983living in a
fam |y that has an incone which is at or bel ow 200 166 percent

of the current federal poverty |evel -who has—attained—the—age
of—6—but has not attained the age of 19—ant—who—would—be

L eiblei . . 6yt it et I
after—such—date. |n deternmining the eligibility of such a
child, an assets test is not required. Achild who is eligible
for Medicaid under this subsection nust be offered the

opport uni t yr—stbjeect—to—federal—+utes;-to be made

presunptively eligible in accordance with federal |aw by any

entity authorized under federal law. A child who has been

deened presunptively eligible for Medicaid shall not be
enrolled in a nmanaged care plan until the child's ful
eligibility determnation for Mdicaid has been conpl et ed.

(7) A child who has not attained the age of 19 who has
been deternined eligible for the Medicaid programis deened to
be eligible for a total of 12 & nonths, regardl ess of changes
in circunstances other than attai nnent of the naxi num age.

(8) A pregnant wonman for the duration of her pregnancy

and for the postpartum period, as defined in federal |aw and
rul e, Aehitd—under—t—year—of—age who lives in a famly that
has an i ncone above 185 percent of the current mest—recentty
pubt-shed federal poverty level, but which is at or bel ow 200
percent of such poverty level. A pregnant wonman who applies

for eligibility for the Medicaid programthrough a qualified

Medi cai d provider shall be offered the opportunity to be nade
11
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presunptively eligible in accordance with federal |aw by any

entity authorized under federal |aw tr—determntng—the
b F h—ehite- . . .
REDWON L eribletf i eaid I " I .
be—offered—the—opportunity,—subjeet—tofederal——rutes;—tobe
I el L erible

Section 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and

par agraph (b) of subsection (4) of section 624.91, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

624.91 The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation Act.--

(2) LEG SLATI VE | NTENT. - -

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
Fl orida Healthy Kids Corporation serve as one of severa
providers of services to children eligible for nedica
assi stance under Title XXI of the Social Security Act.
Al t hough the corporation nay serve other children, the
Legislature intends the primary recipients of services
provi ded through the corporation be school-age children with a
fam |y income at or bel ow 250 266 percent of the federal
poverty level, who do not qualify for Medicaid. It is also
the intent of the Legislature that state andtocal—governnent
Florida Healthy Kids funds, to the extent pernissible under
federal law, be used to obtain matching federal dollars.

(4) CORPORATI ON AUTHORI ZATI ON, DUTI ES, POVERS. - -

(b) The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation shall phase
in a programto:

1. Oganize school children groups to facilitate the
provi sion of conprehensive health insurance coverage to
chil dren;

2. Arrange for the collection of any famly voluntary,
| ocal contributions, or enployer paynent or premium in an

12
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anount to be deternined by the board of directors, to provide
for paynent of premiuns for conprehensive insurance coverage
and for the actual or estimated adm nistrative expenses;

3. Establish the adninistrative and accounting
procedures for the operation of the corporation

4. Establish, with consultation from appropriate
pr of essi onal organi zations, standards for preventive health
services and providers and conprehensive insurance benefits
appropriate to children; provided that such standards for
rural areas shall not limt prinmary care providers to
board-certified pediatricians;

. bt sk et ieibit 4 eri o whieh—ehitd
: I L o

5. 6 Establish procedures under which applicants to
and participants in the program my have grievances revi ewed
by an inpartial body and reported to the board of directors of
t he corporati on;

6. 7— Establish participation criteria and, if
appropriate, contract with an authorized insurer, health
nmai nt enance organi zation, or insurance adm nistrator to
provide adninistrative services to the corporation

7.8~ Establish enrollnent criteria which shall include

year -round enrol |l nent peratties—or—waiting—pertods—oef—mot
fevwer—than—60—days—for—reinstaterent—of—coverage—upon

13
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8. 16— Contract with authorized insurers or any
provider of health care services, neeting standards
establ i shed by the corporation, for the provision of
conpr ehensi ve i nsurance coverage to participants. Such
standards shall include criteria under which the corporation
may contract with nore than one provider of health care
services in programsites. Health plans shall be sel ected
through a conpetitive bid process. The selection of health
pl ans shall be based primarily on quality criteria established
by the board. The health plan selection criteria and scoring
system and the scoring results, shall be avail able upon
request for inspection after the bids have been awarded;

9.+t Participate in the devel opnment and
i npl erent ati on of DPevetop—ant—+nptenrent a plan to publicize
t he Ki dcare program Fe+ridaHeatthyKids—Corporation, the

eligibility requirenents of the program and the procedures

for enrollment in the programand to naintain public awareness
of the corporation and the program

10. 2+ Secure staff necessary to properly adm nister
the corporation. Staff costs shall be funded from state and
teeat matching funds and such other private or public funds as
becone avail able. The board of directors shall deternine the
nunber of staff nenbers necessary to adm nister the
cor porati on;

11. 33— As appropriate, enter into contracts with |oca
school boards or other federally approved entities ageretres to

provide onsite information, enrollnment, and other services
necessary to the operation of the corporation
12. ¥4 Provide a report on an annual basis to the
Governor, |nsurance Conm ssioner, Conm ssioner of Education
Senate President, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
14
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1| Mnority Leaders of the Senate and the House of

2 | Representatives. ;-

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19 . .

20 Section 8. Subsection (19) of section 409.811, Florida

21| Statutes, subsection (2) of section 409.813, Florida Statutes,

22 | and section 409.8132, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

23 Section 9. This act shall take effect October 1, 2001

24

25 KA KKK KA KK F KRR AR K A AR KR A KKK A KKK A A KK KA KKK

26 HOUSE SUMVARY

27 L . .
Repeal s the Medi ki ds conponent of the Florida Kidcare

28 program revises criteria for the Kidcare program
specCifies state funding for the Kidcare program and

29 del etes obsolete proviSions. See bill for details.

30

31
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