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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 691
By Representative Allen

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to tel econmunications; anending
S. 364.025, F.S.; extending certain tine
periods for provision of universal service
obligations; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) and paragraph
(a) of subsection (4) of section 364.025, Florida Statutes,
are anended to read:

364. 025 Universal service.--

(1) For the purposes of this section, the term
"uni versal service" neans an evolving | evel of access to
t el ecomuni cations services that, taking into account advances
in technol ogi es, services, and narket denmand for essenti al
services, the comm ssion determ nes should be provided at
just, reasonable, and affordable rates to custoners, including
those in rural, economcally disadvantaged, and hi gh-cost
areas. It is the intent of the Legislature that universa
service objectives be naintained after the | ocal exchange
mar ket is opened to conpetitively provided services. It is
also the intent of the Legislature that during this transition
period the ubiquitous nature of the |ocal exchange
t el ecommuni cati ons conpani es be used to satisfy these
obj ectives. For a period of 9 8 years after January 1, 1996,
each | ocal exchange tel econmuni cati ons conpany shall be
required to furnish basic |ocal exchange tel ecomunications
service within a reasonable tine period to any person
requesting such service within the conpany's service
territory.
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(2) The Legislature finds that each tel ecomruni cations
conpany should contribute its fair share to the support of the
uni versal service objectives and carrier-of-last-resort
obligations. For a transitional period not to exceed January
1, 2005 2664, the interi mnechani smfor naintaining universa

service objectives and funding carrier-of-last-resort
obligations shall be established by the comr ssion, pending
the i npl enentation of a permanent nechanism The interim
nechani sm shall be applied in a manner that ensures that each
alternative | ocal exchange tel econmuni cations conpany
contributes its fair share to the support of universal service
and carrier-of-last-resort obligations. The interimnechani sm
applied to each alternative | ocal exchange tel econmuni cati ons
conpany shall reflect a fair share of the |ocal exchange
t el ecomuni cati ons conpany's recovery of investnents nade in
fulfilling its carrier-of-last-resort obligations, and the
mai nt enance of universal service objectives. The comn ssion
shal |l ensure that the interi mnechani sm does not inpede the
devel opnent of residential consuner choice or create an
unreasonabl e barrier to conpetition. |In reaching its
determ nation, the commission shall not inquire into or
consider any factor that is inconsistent with s.
364.051(1)(c). The costs and expenses of any gover nnent
program or project required in part Il of this chapter shal
not be recovered under this section

(3) In the event any party, prior to January 1, 2005
20864, believes that circunstances have changed substantially
to warrant a change in the interimnechanism that party nay
petition the comm ssion for a change, but the conm ssion shal
grant such petition only after an opportunity for a hearing
and a conpel ling showi ng of changed circunstances, including
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that the provider's customer population includes as many
residential as business customers. The conmission shall act
on any such petition within 120 days.

(4)(a) Prior to January 1, 2005 2664, the Legislature
shal | establish a permanent universal service nmechani sm upon
the effective date of which any interimrecovery nechanismfor
uni versal service objectives or carrier-of-|last-resort
obligations inposed on alternative | ocal exchange
t el ecomuni cati ons conpani es shall term nate.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Extends for an additional year tine peri
of universal service obligations. See
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