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By Representative Meadows

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Orange County; providing for

3 the relief of Panel a McMahan San Juan

4 providing for an appropriation to conpensate

5 her for injuries and damages sustai ned due to

6 t he negligence of Orange County; providing an

7 ef fective date.

8

9 WHEREAS, on April 13, 1997, while driving her car on a
10 | roadway nai ntai ned by Orange County, Panela McMahan San Juan
11| was involved in a serious crash that resulted in nultiple

12 | serious fractures in all four of her |inbs, and

13 VWHEREAS, the shoul ders of the road on whi ch Panel a

14 | MMahan San Juan was traveling were not nmintained, and there
15| were deep dropoffs between the edge of the road and the

16 | shoul der, and

17 WHEREAS, a car in the onconing |ane of traffic

18 | consequently went off the road and onto the shoul der, got

19 | caught in the dropoff, and in attenpting to pull the car back
20| on the road, overconpensated and swerved into the opposite

21| lane of traffic, hitting the vehicle driven by panela McMahan
22 | San Juan, and

23 WHEREAS, as a result of her injuries, Panela MMhan
24 | San Juan has endured nultiple surgeries on both arns and both
25| |l egs, has been diagnosed with long-term pernmanent residua

26 | inpairnments, and will nost |likely need future surgeries on her
27 | knee and arm and

28 VHEREAS, Panel a McMahan San Juan has incurred nore than
29 | $145,000 in nedical bills, and the hospital which provided

30 | nedical care to Panela McMahan San Juan has a lien for that
31| anount, and
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VWHEREAS, Panel a McMahan San Juan has been out of work
since the accident, and

WHEREAS, the accident of April 13, 1997, forned the
basis of |legal action against Orange County, and

WHEREAS, the case went to trial in 1999, and the jury
found Orange County to be at fault and al so allocated a
portion of fault to the driver of the other vehicle, and

WHEREAS, judgnent was rendered in favor of the
plaintiff for the sumof $380,971, and

WHEREAS, Orange County appeal ed the jury's verdict, but
the verdict was affirned per curiam and

WHEREAS, Orange County has paid $100, 000 under section
768.28, Florida Statutes, |leaving a remai nder of $280, 971
NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this

act are found and declared to be true.

Section 2. The Board of County Commi ssioners of O ange

County is authorized and directed to appropriate fromfunds of

the county not otherw se appropriated and to draw a warrant in
the sum of $280,971 payable to Panel a McMahan San Juan for
i njuries and danages sust ai ned.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




