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CS/HB 729, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to environnental control
anending s. 403.813, F.S.; creating an
exenption frompernitting requirenents under
ch. 403, F.S., for the renpval of invasive
pl ants and the renoval of organic detrita
material fromfreshwater | akes and rivers under
speci fied conditions; precluding additiona
state or |ocal approval requirenents for
floating vessel platforns within boat slips;
provi di ng gui delines; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (r) is anended and paragraph (s)
is added to subsection (2) of section 403.813, Florida
Statutes, and subsection (4) is added to said section, to
read:

403.813 Permts issued at district centers;
exceptions. - -

(2) No pernmit under this chapter, chapter 373, chapter
61-691, Laws of Florida, or chapter 25214 or chapter 25270,
1949, Laws of Florida, shall be required for activities
associated with the follow ng types of projects; however,
except as otherwise provided in this subsection,nothing in

this subsection relieves an applicant fromany requirenment to
obtain permi ssion to use or occupy | ands owned by the Board of
Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund or any water
managenent district in its governnental or proprietary
capacity or fromconplying with applicable |ocal pollution

1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®UuDWNPRER O

CS/HB 729, First Engrossed

control prograns authorized under this chapter or other
requi rements of county and nunicipal governnents:

(r) The renoval of aquatic plants, the renoval of
tussocks, the associated replanting of indigenous aquatic
pl ants, or the associated renoval from | akes of organic
mat eri al when such planting or renoval is perforned and
aut hori zed by pernit or exenption granted under s. 369.20 or
s. 369.25, if:

1. Oganic nmaterial that exists on the surface of
natural nineral soil shall be allowed to be renpved to a depth
of 3 feet or to the natural mneral soils, whichever is |ess.

2. Al organic material renoval pursuant to this
subsection shall be deposited in an upland site in a nmanner
that will prevent the reintroduction of the material into
waters in the state except when spoil material is pernmitted to
be used to create wildlife islands in freshwater bodi es of the
state when a governnental entity is pernitted pursuant to this
section to create such islands as a part of a restoration or
enhancenent project.

3. Al activities are perforned in a manner consi stent
with state water quality standards.

4., No activities under this exenption are conducted in
wetl and areas, as defined by s. 373.019(22), which are
supported by a natural soil as shown in applicable U S

Departnent of Agriculture county soil surveys, except when a

governnental entity is pernmitted pursuant to s. 369.20 to

conduct such activities as a part of a restoration or

enhancenent project.

(s) Notwithstandi ng any provision to the contrary in

this subsection, no permt or other authorization under

chapter 253, chapter 369, chapter 373, or this chapter is
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required for the renoval of organic detrital material from

freshwater rivers or |akes that have a natural sand or rocky

substrate and that are not aquatic preserves, and the

associ ated renmoval and replanting of aquatic vegetation for

t he purpose of environnental enhancenent, provided that:

1. No activities under this exenption are conducted in

wetl and areas as defined by s. 373.019(22), that are supported

by a natural soil as shown in applicable U S. Departnent of

Agriculture county soil surveys

2. No filling or peat mining is all owned.

3. No renopval of native wetland trees, including, but

not linted to, ash, bay cypress, gum naple, and tupelo,

shal | occur.

4. \When renoving organic detrital material, no portion

of the underlying natural mneral soils or rocky substrate may

be renoved
5. Oganic detrital material and plant materia

renoved is deposited in an upland site in a manner that wll

not cause water quality violations.

6. Al activities are conducted in such a nmanner and

with appropriate turbidity controls to prevent any water

guality violations outside of the i nedi ate work area.

7. Replanting with a variety of aquatic plants native

to Florida shall occur in a nmininumof 25 percent of the areas

where organic detrital material is renoved except for areas

where the material is renoved to bare rocky substrate;

however, an area nay be maintained clear of vegetation as an

access corridor. The access corridor width shall not exceed 50

percent of the property owner's frontage or 50 feet, whichever

is less, and may be a sufficient length waterward to create a

corridor to allow access for a boat or swimer to reach open

3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

CS/HB 729, First Engrossed

water. Replanting shall be at a nininmumdensity of 2 feet on

center and be conpleted within 90 days after renoval of

exi sting aquatic vegetation, except that under dewatered

conditions, replanting nust be conpleted within 90 days after

reflooding. The area to be replanted shall extend waterward

fromthe ordinary high water line to a point where nornmm

wat er depth would be 3 feet or to the preexisting vegetation

|ine, whichever is |less, provided such area does not extend

beyond a point 5 feet waterward of the ordinary high water

line. Individuals are required to make a reasonable effort to

mai ntain planting density for a period of 6 nonths after

replanting is conplete and the plants, including naturally

recruited native aquatic plants, shall be all owed to expand

and fill in the revegetation area. Native aquatic plants to

be used for revegetation shall be salvaged fromthe

enhancenent project site or obtained froman aquatic plant

nursery regul ated by the Departnent of Agriculture and

Consuner Services. Plants that are not native to the state of

Florida shall not be used for replanting.

8. No activity nmay occur any farther waterward of the

ordinary high water line than 100 feet and all activities nust

be designed and conducted in a nanner that will not

unreasonably restrict or infringe upon the riparian rights of

the upland ri pari an owners.

9. Any person who seeks to use this exenption notifies

the applicable departnent district office in witing at |east

30 days prior to commencing work and allows the departnent to

conduct a preconstruction site inspection. Notice nust

include an organic detrital material renpval and disposal plan

and, if applicable, a vegetation renpval and revegetation

pl an.
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10. The departnent is provided witten certification

of conpliance with the terns and conditions of subparagraphs

1.-8. within 30 days after conpletion of any activity under

this exenption.

(t) A floating vessel platformor floating boat lift

either of which floats at all tines in the water for the sole

pur pose of supporting a vessel so that the vessel is out of

the water when not in use, provided that:

1. Such structures are wholly contained within a boat
slip previously permitted under ss. 403.91-403.929, 1984
Suppl enent to the Florida Statutes 1983, as anended, or Part

IV of chapter 373, or, when associated with a dock that is

exenpt under this subsection or a pernmtted dock with no

defined boat slip, such structures do not exceed a conbi ned

total of 500 square feet, or 200 square feet in an Qutstanding
Fl ori da Water.
2. Such structures shall not be used for any

commerci al purpose or for nooring additional vessels that

remain in the water when not in use, and shall not

substantially inpede the flow of water, creat a navigationa

hazard, or unreasonably infringe upon the traditional, or

common law riparian rights of adjacent property owners, as
defined in s. 253.141;
3. Such structures shall be constructed and used so as

to nininze adverse inpacts to subnerged | ands, wetl ands,

shel | fi sh areas, aquatic plant and ani mal species, and other

bi ol ogi cal communities; including |locating such structures in

areas where no seagrasses exist if such areas are present

adj acent to the dock; and

4. Such structures shall not be constructed in areas

specifically prohibited for boat nporing under conditions of a
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permt issued in accordance with ss. 403.91-403. 929, 1984

Suppl enent to the Florida Statutes 1983, as anended, or Part

|V of Chapter 373, or other formof authorization issued by a

| ocal governnent.

Structures that qualify for this exenption are relieved from

any requirenent to obtain pernission to use or occupy | ands

owned by the Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent

Trust Fund and shall not be subject to any nore stringent

regul ation by any local government. The exenption provided in

this paragraph shall be in addition to the exenption provided

i n paragraph (b). By January 1, 2002, the departnent shal

adopt a general permit by rule for those floating vesse

platfornms that do not qualify for the exenptions provided in

this paragraph, but do not cause significant adverse inpacts

to occur individually or cumulatively. The issuance of such

general permt shall also constitute perm ssion to use or

occupy | ands owned by the Board of Trustees of the Interna

| nprovenent Trust Fund. Upon the adoption of the rule

creating such general pernit, no | ocal governnent shall inpose

a nore stringent regulation on floating vessel platforns

covered by such general pernit.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001.
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