Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 753
By Representative Meadows

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to defanmation actions; allow ng

3 | aw enforcenent officers to bring defamation

4 actions agai nst persons who have filed certain

5 fal se conplaints against the officers

6 providing an effective date.

7

8| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

9

10 Section 1. Notwithstandi ng any other provision of |aw,
11 ) a law enforcenent officer may bring an action for defanmation
12 | agai nst a person who has filed a conplaint with that officer's
13 | enpl oyi ng agency all egi ng m sconduct, crimnal conduct, or
14 | i nconpetence if the conplaint is false, was nade with

15| know edge that it was fal se, and was nade with spite, hatred,
16 | or ill will. Knowl edge that the conplaint is false may be

17 | proven by showi ng that the conpl ai nant had no reasonabl e

18 | grounds for believing the statenent was true and that the

19 | conpl ai nant exhi bited a reckl ess disregard for ascertaining
20| the truth.

21 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001
22
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24 SENATE SUMVARY

25 Allows a | aw enforcenent officer to bring a defanmation

26 | 26hpPhi aP2 Aghi AsPeT R ol Pcans 1l ed certain false
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