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By Representative Harper

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Pal m Beach County Health

3 Care District; providing for the relief of

4 James Torrence; authorizing and directing the

5 Pal m Beach County Health Care District to

6 conpensate himfor personal injuries resulting

7 fromsurgery negligently performed by a health

8 care district enployee; providing an effective

9 dat e.

10

11 WHEREAS, Janes Torrence is a 36-year-old deputy sheriff
12 | with the Pal m Beach County Sheriff's O fice, and

13 WHEREAS, during his work with the sheriff's office as a
14 | correctional officer, Deputy Torrence fell and tw sted his
15 | knee, necessitating nedical assistance, and

16 WHEREAS, Deputy Torrence was referred to Dr. Jose

17 | Thomas- Ri chards, an orthopedic surgeon practicing in Belle
18 | d ade, Florida, and enployed by the Pal m Beach County Health
19| Care District, an entity subject to section 768.28, Florida
20| Statutes, and
21 WHEREAS, Dr. Thomas- Ri chards determnined that Deputy
22 | Torrence had torn the nmeniscus as well as the anterior
23| cruciate liganment in his |left knee, and he recei ved Deputy
24 | Torrence's consent to performa mni-arthrotony, a surgery
25| involving a small incision in the knee cap, and
26 WHEREAS, after awaking fromthe surgery, Deputy
27 | Torrence found that instead of a small scar on his knee, he
28| was left with a scar on his | eg that extended from
29 | approximtely 6 inches above the knee to 6 inches bel ow the
30 | knee, and
31
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1 WHEREAS, followi ng the surgery, Dr. Thomas-Ri chards

2| imobilized Deputy Torrence's knee for 5 weeks in a brace, and
3 WHEREAS, Deputy Torrence continued to have problens

41 with his knee after the surgery and was treated by three

5| addi ti onal physicians who determ ned: that the neniscus that
6 | was supposedly renoved by Dr. Thomas-Ri chards was |left in the
7 | knee and was torn; that the anterior cruciate |iganent that

8 | shoul d have been repaired was nissing; that additiona

9| surgeries will need to be perforned to renove a surgica

10 | anchor inserted by Dr. Thomas-Ri chards; and that Deputy

11| Torrence will need a total knee replacenent in the future

12 | because of the probl ens caused by Dr. Thonmas-Ri chards'

13 | surgery, and

14 WHEREAS, nore recently, an orthopedic expert from

15| Cornell University reviewed Deputy Torrence's case and

16 | indicated that the surgery perforned on Deputy Torrence has
17 | not been done in the United States for 20 years, that the

18 | outdated surgery was inproperly perforned, and that it was

19 | inproper to immobilize the knee follow ng the surgery, and
20 WHEREAS, al t hough Deputy Torrence has insisted on
21| continuing his work as a corrections officer, he experiences
22 | significant pain on a daily basis and faces linmtations in his
23| work as a |l aw enforcenent officer due to the physical problens
24 | associated with the surgery performed by Dr. Thomas- Ri chards,
25| and
26 WHEREAS, suit was filed, in February 2000, against the
27 | Pal m Beach County Health Care District, alleging that the
28 | negligent surgery perforned by the district's enpl oyee caused
29 | the injuries and damages suffered by Deputy Torrence, and
30 WHEREAS, prior to trial, the parties began settl enent
31| negotiations in an effect to resolve this matter, and
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WHEREAS, the parties have reached an agreenent whereby
the Pal m Beach County Health Care District will pay a total of
$500, 000 to resolve this claim and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the agreenent and in accordance
with the limts set forth in section 768.28, Florida Statutes,
t he Pal m Beach County Health Care District has paid Janes
Torrence $100, 000, leaving a total of $400,000 to be paid upon

passage of a legislative claimbill, and
WHEREAS, the Pal m Beach County Health Care District
affirmati vely supports the passage of a claimbill in the

amount of $400, 000, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this

act are found and declared to be true.
Section 2. The Pal m Beach County Health Care District
is authorized and directed to appropriate fromfunds of the

district not otherwi se appropriated and to draw a warrant in

the sum of $400, 000 payable to Janes Torrence as conpensation

for injuries received due to the negligence of an enpl oyee of
t he Pal m Beach County Health Care District.
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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