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ENROLLED
2001 Legislature HB 849, First Engrossed

An act relating to Pinellas County; anendi ng
chapter 80-585, Laws of Florida, as anended;

i ncreasi ng the nunber of nenbers of the

Ener gency Medical Services Authority required
for a quorumfromthree to four; correcting
tern nol ogy; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 80-585, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:

Section 1. There is hereby created a countyw de
Emer gency Medical Services Authority, hereinafter called the
"authority." The governing body of the authority and its
nmenbership shall be the Board of County Conmi ssioners of
Pinel l as County. Four Fhree nenbers of the authority shal
constitute a quorum The Chairperson of the Energency Medica
Servi ces Advisory Council shall be an ex officio ex—effietro
nmenber of the authority without voting privileges. The
authority shall keep a record of its transactions,
resolutions, findings, determnations, reconmendations and
orders, which record shall be a public record

Section 2. Subsection (9) of section 2 of chapter
80-585, Laws of Florida, as anended by 89-424, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:

(9) To establish uniform standards which shall be
equal to or stricter than those provided in Chapter 401
Florida Statutes, insofar as it relates to Energency Medica
Services and the Departnent of Health and—RehabtHtative
Serviees EMS Rul es, Chapter 10D-66, as they exist and may
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hereafter be anended and to provide for the enforcenent of
sane. The authority has the power to establish |evels of
service for all energency nedical services that nust be net by
EMS providers; provided that |evels of service on or after the
effective date of this act nmay not be |lower than | evel s of
service as of January 1, 1989, wi thout the consent of the

af fected EMS providers; and provided further that an EMS
provider may not be required to increase its |evel of service
to a level of service established by the authority that
results in the authority reducing the paynent of reinbursable
costs to EMS providers because the total reinbursable costs
woul d exceed the 1.5 nillage authorized by this act.

Section 3. Section 3 of chapter 80-585, Laws of
Fl orida, as anended by chapter 89-424, Laws of Florida, is
amended to read:

Section 3. The authority shall nake provision for EMS
in any designated districts. This nay be done on a contract
managenent basi s where new services are to be provided.
However, where EMS are already being provided, ful
rei mbursenent shall be nmade by the authority to the EMS
provider for the reasonable and custonary cost of said
services, such cost to be defined by the authority. The firm
receiving said nanagenent contract will operate under the
direction of the EMS nedical director, carrying out such
policies and prograns as the authority deens necessary. In
determ ni ng rei nbursable costs pursuant to this section, where
EMS are already being provided, the authority nay take into
consi deration the standards and | evel s of service established
pursuant to section 2 and may rei nburse the EMS providers for
reasonabl e actual costs incurred in providing EMS in
accordance with the standards and | evel s of service
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established by the authority. However, neither the authority
nor the Board of County Comni ssioners nmay be required to pay
or budget for the paynent of reinbursable costs to the EMS
providers if that paynent would cause the annual budget of the
authority to exceed the 1.5 nmillage authorized by this article
aet. |f budget requests approved by the authority for the new
fiscal year exceed the total estinmated revenue avail abl e,

i ncluding ad val oremtax revenue generated by 1.5 mlls, the
authority shall:

(1) Calculate the percentage of each provider's share
of the total requested and approved increases in the
authority's budget for the new fiscal year

(2) Calculate the revenue avail able for funding
i ncreases by subtracting the approved authority budget for the
current fiscal year fromthe total estinmated revenue avail abl e
for the new fiscal year.

(3) Miltiply the percentage cal culated in subsection
(1) for each provider requesting an increase, by the anpunt
calculated in subsection (2), and add the resulting anount to
that provider's approved budget for the current fiscal year
This amount will be the total budgeted for that provider for
the new fiscal year.

Section 4. Section 5 of chapter 80-585, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:

Section 5. There is hereby al so created an Energency
Medi cal Services Advisory Council, hereinafter called "the
Council," to consist of no fewer than 15 Hfteen—<t5ynor nore
t han 24 twenty-feur—(24)nenbers. Menbers shall be proposed
by the present EMS Advi sory Council and ratified by the
authority. Menbers shall constitute a broad spectrum of
County representation and shall include nenbers of the
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energency nedi cal services system and four{4rnayors (or each
mayor's designee, who shall be an elected official fromthe

respective city)to be appointed by the Pinellas County

Counci| of Mayors. The term of appointnment shall be for 2 twe
years; however, there is no limt on the nunber of terns an

i ndi vidual may serve. The Director of €—vi+ Energency Medica
Services for Pinellas County shall be a nonvoting ner—veting
menber of the Council. It shall be the responsibility of this
Council to evaluate the County's energency nedical services
systemfroma qualitative point of view, to reviewthe
operation of EMS on a countyw de basis, to reconmend

requi renments and prograns for the contract nmanagenent firm and
noni tor performance of sane, to review and eval uate studies
conmi ssioned by the authority upon the authority's request,
and to nmake such recommendati ons as may be necessary to the
authority on needs, problens and opportunities eppertunties
relating to energency nedical services, including the

financing and establishnent of a trauma center or centers, and
to carry out such other duties as nay be required to ensure
iasure the delivery of good, countyw de EMS at reasonabl e
cost .

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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