Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HR 9017
By Representative Andrews

1 House Resol ution

2 A resolution conmenorating the lifetine

3 acconpl i shnments of Chris J. Kalfas.

4

5 WHEREAS, Chris J. Kalfas was born on August 31, 1929,
6]in Martin's Ferry, Chio, but soon thereafter noved with his
7| famly to Tall ahassee, and

8 WHEREAS, Chris Kalfas attended Leon County public

9 | schools, where he was a star nenber of the Leon H gh Schoo
10 | track and football teamnms, and

11 WHEREAS, Chris Kalfas attended and graduated fromthe
12 | Florida State University, where, in 1947 and 1948, he was

13| lineman on Florida State's first two football teans, and

14 VWHEREAS, Chris continued to be an enthusiastic FSU

15 | supporter for the rest of his life, providing scores of young
16 | people with | oans and schol arships to attend his alma nater
17 | and beconmi ng one of the first nenbers and organi zers of the
18 | Gol den Chi efs, whose nenbers individually contribute $10, 000
19| or nore annually to the FSU football program and

20 WHEREAS, after graduating fromFlorida State in 1951
21| Chris Kalfas entered the family business, beconi ng the nmanager
22 | of the Silver Slipper restaurant, which his father Jimmy had
23 | established in 1938 and which he was to guide with great

24 | success through good tines and bad for nearly 50 years, and
25 WHEREAS, "Daddy Chris," as he cane to be known to

26 | governors, |legislators, business |eaders, |obbyists, and just
27 | regul ar Tal |l ahassee "fol k" alike over the ensuing decades

28 | al ways treated people as if they were nmenbers of his famly,
29 | and

30 WHEREAS, "Daddy Chris," who was never judgnental, had a
31| gift for putting people at ease and a snile on their faces,
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thereby creating a Cheers nentality anong his loyal, long-tine
custoners as well as the "wal k-ins," and

WHEREAS, the Silver Slipper continued to grow fromits
original "digs" on South Monroe Street into a nultifaceted
restaurant business |located on its own street, appropriately
desi gnated by the Mayor and the Gty Comm ssion as Silver
Sl i pper Lane, and

WHEREAS, "Daddy Chris" was a Shriner and a nenber of
nunerous civic and professional organi zations, including the
Fl ori da Restaurant Association, of which he was an organi zi ng
menber, and the Governor's Council on Tourism and

VWHEREAS, Chris Kal fas was an ardent fishernman and
gol fer whose chief passion his entire life was operating the
Silver Slipper, a Tallahassee institution that is regularly
ranked anong Florida's top 200 restaurants and, in 1997, was
naned one of Florida's top 20 restaurants by Florida Trend
magazi ne, and

VHEREAS, there has been established the Chris J. Kalfas
Menorial Schol arship Fund in the Departnent of Hospitality
Adm ni stration of the College of Business at the Florida State
University to evidence the lifelong love and |loyalty that
"Daddy Chris" gave to his alm mater, NOWN THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives recogni zes and
commenorates the lifetine acconplishrments of Chris J. Kalfas

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
be presented to the family of Chris J. Kalfas as a tangible
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token of the great esteemheld for Chris Kalfas by the Florida
House of Representatives.
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