HB 927, First Engrossed/ntc

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Pinellas Park Water

3 Managenent District, Pinellas County; providing

4 for codification of special laws relating to

5 Pi nel | as Park \Water Managenent District

6 pursuant to s. 189.429, F.S.; providing

7 | egislative intent; anmendi ng, repealing,

8 codi fying, and reenacting special acts relating

9 to the district; providing a title; providing
10 definitions; providing for creation of the
11 Pi nel | as Park \Water Managenent District
12 Authority and anendnent of its charter
13 providing for a governing body for the
14 authority; providing for reinbursenent of
15 expenses pursuant to s. 112.061, F. S
16 providi ng duties and powers; providing for a

17 budget; providing boundaries of the authority;

18 providing for elections and referenda;

19 providing for anmendnent of authority
20 boundari es; providing tax exenptions; providing
21 construction and effect; providing an effective
22 dat e.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida
27 | Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of all special
28 | acts relating to Pinellas Park Water Managenent District

29 | Authority. It is the intent of the Legislature to provide a
30 | single, conprehensive special act charter for the authority
31| including all current legislative authority granted to it by
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1|its several legislative enactnents and any additiona
2| authority granted by this act and chapter 189, Florida
3| Statutes, as it may be anended fromtine to tine. It is
4| further the intent of this act to preserve all authority
5] powers, including the power to annually assess and | evy
6 | agai nst the taxable property in the district a tax not to
7| exceed 3 nmills on the dollar of assessed val uation
8 Section 2. Chapters 75-491, 77-641, 78-597, 90-448,
9] and 98-456, Laws of Florida, relating to Pinellas Park \Water
10 | Managenent District, are anended, codified, reenacted, and
11 | repeal ed as provi ded herein.
12 Section 3. The charter for the Pinellas Park Wter
13 | Managenent District is re-created and reenacted to read:
14 Section 1. Short Title.--This | aw shall be known and
15| may be cited as the "Pinellas Park Water Managenment District
16 | Law. "
17 Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this |l aw and
18 | unless the content clearly indicates otherw se:
19 (1) "Authority" or "District" neans the body politic
20 | and corporate, an agency of the county, created by this act.
21 (2) "Menbers" neans the governing body of the
22 | authority and "nenber" neans one of the individuals
23 | constituting such governi ng body.
24 (3) "Pinellas Park Water Managenment District
25| Authority" nmeans initially the nunicipality of Pinellas Park
26 | and the unincorporated areas of Pinellas County surrounding
27 | the city limts of Pinellas Park located in the district.
28 (4) "Municipality" neans any city, village, borough
29 | or town.
30 (5) "County" neans the County of Pinellas.
31 (6) "Stormdrai nage" neans stormwater run-off.

2

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

HB 927, First Engrossed/ntc

(7) Words inporting singular nunber shall include the

pl ural nunber in each case and vice versa, and the words

i mporting persons shall include firns and corporations.

Section 3. Pinellas Park Water Managenent District
Authority. --

(1) The Pinellas Park Water Managenent District
Authority was created as the Pinellas Park Water Managenent

District by special act of the Legislature in 1975. Its

charter may be anended only by special act of the Legislature.

(2) The governing body of the authority shall consi st

of three nenbers, serving and sel ected as provided herein. Two

nmenbers shall be appointed by the City Council of Pinellas

Par k and one nenber appointed by the Pinellas County

Conmi ssion. The term of each appoi nted nenber shall be for 3

years. Each appointed nenber shall hold office until his or

her successor has been appointed and qualified. A vacancy

occurring during a termshall be filled only for the bal ance

of the unexpired term |f any selection is not nade by the

nmuni ci pality as provided herein, the county comm ssi oners

shal | appoint an eligible person to the authority with like

effect as if the selection were nmade by the nmunicipality. Any

nenber of the authority shall be eligible for reappointnent.

(3) Each appoi nted nenber of the authority shall be a

person who is a qualified elector of the district with an

outstanding reputation for civic pride, interest, integrity,

responsibility, and business ability. No person who is an

of ficer or enployee of any city or of the county in any

capacity, except elected officials, shall be an appointed

nenber of the authority.

(4) The authority shall annually el ect one of its

nenbers as chair of the authority and one as a vice chair. At
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the sane tine, a secretary and treasurer shall be el ected who

may or may not be nenbers of the authority, and they shal

serve at the will of the authority. The treasurer shall post a

good and sufficient surety bond in an anpunt approved by the

Board of County Commi ssioners. Two nenbers shall constitute a

guorum and the vote of two nenbers shall be necessary for any

action taken by the authority. No vacancy in the authority

shall inpair the right of a quorumof the authority to

exercise all of the rights and performall of the duties of

the authority. Upon the effective date of his or her

appoi ntnent or, as soon thereafter as possi ble, each appointed

nmenber of the authority shall enter upon his or her duties.

(5) The district shall appoint an engi neer who shal

be a person of recognized ability and experience to serve at

the pleasure of the authority. The district may al so appoi nt

or enpl oy such enpl oyees as may be necessary for the proper

perfornmance of its duties and functions, and may deterni ne the

gualifications and fix the conpensation of such persons; al so,

the authority nmay contract for the services of attorneys,

engi neers, consultants, and agents for any purpose of the

authority, including engineering, managenent feasibility, and

ot her studies concerning the acquisition, construction

ext ensi on, operation, naintenance, regul ation, consolidation

and financing of the systemin the area.
(6) Menbers of the authority shall be entitled to
receive fromthe authority their traveling and ot her necessary

expenses incurred in connection with the business of the

authority, as provided in section 112.061, Florida Statutes,

but they shall receive no salaries or other conpensation, with

t he exception of the benefits described in subsection (7).

During the unexpired termof any nenber of the authority, that
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1| menber nmay be renpved for nisconduct, nalfeasance,
2 | m sfeasance, or nonfeasance in office by a two-thirds vote of
3 | bot h appointing governi ng bodi es.
4 (7) |In accordance with section 112.08, Florida
5| Statutes, the authority nmay provide and pay all or part of the
6| premiuns out of its available funds for insurance benefits to
7]its board nenbers that are equivalent to the insurance
8 | benefits provided to the authority's enpl oyees under the
9| authority's group insurance pl an
10 Section 4. Powers and duties.--
11 (1) The authority created and established by the
12 | provisions of this act is hereby granted and shall have the
13 | right and power to purchase, own, and nmi ntain storm drai nage
14| facilities, to contract for construction of facilities, to
15 | exerci se power of enminent domain, to conduct studies, and to
16 | contract with other governmental agencies, private conpanies,
17 | and i ndi vi dual s.
18 (2) The authority is hereby granted, and shall have
19 | and nay exercise all powers necessary, appurtenant,
20 | convenient, or incidental to the carrying out of the aforesaid
21 | purposes, including, but without being linited to, the
22| following rights and powers:
23 (a) To sue and be sued, inplead and be inpl eaded,
24 | conplain and defend in all courts.
25 (b) To adopt, use, and alter at will a corporate seal
26 (c) To acquire, purchase, hold, |ease as a | essee, and
27 | use any franchise, property, real, personal, or nixed,
28 | tangible, or intangible, or any interest therein, necessary or
29 | desirable for carrying out the purposes of the authority, and
30| to sell, lease, transfer, and di spose of any property or
3l|interest therein at any tine acquired by it. Any sale, |ease,
5
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or transfer of any property or interest shall be upon

conpetitive bid.

(d) To regulate the construction of storm drai nage

facilities, to establish rules and regulations with respect to

storm drai nage systens in said area

(e) To collect fees for connection to or use of

authority facilities.

(f) To nmke contracts of every nane and nature and to

execute all instrunents necessary or convenient for the

carrying on of its business.

(g) To enter into managenent contracts with any person

or persons for the managenent of the district controlled by

the authority for such period or periods of tine, and under

such conpensation and other terns and conditions as shall be

deened advi sabl e by the authority.

(h) Wthout lintation, to borrow nbney and accept

gifts or grants or |loans of npbney or other property and to

enter into contracts, |eases, or other transactions with any

federal agency, the state, any agency of the state, the County

of Pinellas, or with any other public body of the state.

(i) To do all acts and things necessary or convenient

for the conduct of its business and the general welfare of the

authority in order to carry out the powers granted to it by

this part or any other |aw.

(j) To prescribe and pronul gate rul es and regul ati ons

as it deens necessary for the purposes of this act.

(3) The authority shall have and the board may

exercise all the powers and duties set forth in this act and

chapter 189, Florida Statutes, as they nay be anended from

tinme to tine.
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1 (4) The authority shall also hold all powers,

2| functions, and duties set forth in this act and chapter 189,

3| Florida Statutes, as they may be anended fromtine to tine,

4] including, but not linted to, ad val oremtaxation, bond

5] issuance, other revenue-raising capabilities, budget

6 | preparation and approval, liens and foreclosure of liens, and

7 | use of tax deeds and tax certificates. The authority nmay be

8 | financed by any nethod established in this act or chapter 189,

9| Florida Statutes, as they may be anended fromtine to tine.
10 (5) The nmethods for assessing and collecting ad
11 | valoremtaxes, fees, or service charges shall be as set forth
12| in chapters 200, 189, or 197, Florida Statutes, as they nay be
13 | anended fromtine to tine.
14 (6) The authority's planning requirenents shall be as
15 ]| set forth in this act and chapter 189, Florida Statutes, as
16 | they may be anended fromtine to tine.
17 (7) The authority's geographic boundary limtations
18 | shall be as set forth in this act.
19 (8) Requirenents for financial disclosure, neeting
20 | notices, reporting, public records nmintenance, and per diem
21 | expenses for officers and enpl oyees shall be as set forth in
22 | chapters 112, 119, 189, and 286, Florida Statutes, as they may
23 | be anended fromtine to tine.
24 Section 5. Budget.--The budget of the authority is not
25| subject to approval by the Board of County Conmi ssioners of
26 | Pinellas County. For planning and budget purposes, the fisca
27 | year of the authority shall comence on Cctober 1 of each year
28 | and end on Septenber 30 of the succeeding year. The debts of
29 | the authority are the sole responsibility of the authority.
30| The authority shall conply with financial disclosure and
31
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1| reporting requirenents inposed by general |aw, including
2| chapter 189, Florida Statutes.
3 Section 6. Pinellas Park Water Managenent District
4| Area.--The Pinellas Park Water Managenent District shal
5] consist of the major outfall channels #1, 2, 3, 4, and 5,
6| located in certain unincorporated and incorporated areas, al
7| located within Pinellas County, Florida, and nore specifically
8 | defined as foll ows:
9

10 Begi nning at the intersection of Joe's Creek

11 and the Cross Bayou Canal, in the Southeast 1/4

12 of Section 25-30-15; thence proceeding in a

13 general Northeasterly direction along the

14 centerline of Cross Bayou Canal to its

15 intersection with the North side of Section

16 19-30-16, which is also the centerline of 102nd

17 Avenue; thence runni ng East along the

18 centerline of 102nd Avenue and the North

19 section line of Section 19; thence along the

20 North line of Section 20 to the Northeast

21 corner thereof; thence Northerly along the Wst

22 boundary of Section 16 for 2000° MJL; thence

23 Easterly 2000' MOL to the Westerly RRWIine of

24 U S. 19; thence Southeasterly along the

25 Westerly RRWIline of US. 19 to the centerline

26 of 102nd Avenue; thence Easterly along the

27 North line of Sections 21, 22, and 23, to the

28 West RFWIine of 1-275; thence Southerly al ong

29 the Westerly RRWIline of |-275, which is

30 |l ocated MOL on the East line of Sections 23 and

31 26; thence proceeding in a Southerly direction
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1 to the East 1/4 corner of Section 26; thence in

2 a Southwesterly direction 30000 MOL to the

3 Nort heast corner of the Southeast 1/4 of the

4 Sout hwest 1/4 of Section 26-30-16; thence

5 turning and runni ng West al ong the North side

6 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of

7 Section 26-30-16 a di stance of 330'; thence

8 running South along a line 330' Wst of and

9 parallel to the 1/2 Section line to the South
10 line of Section 26-30-16; thence turning and
11 runni ng West along the South |ine of Section
12 26-30-16 a distance of 660' to a point 990
13 West of the 1/2 Section line; thence turning
14 and running South along a |line 990' Wst of the
15 hal f section line of Section 35-30-16 to a
16 point on the South line of the Northeast 1/4 of
17 t he Sout hwest 1/4 of Section 35-30-16; thence
18 turning and runni ng East along the South line
19 of the Northeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of
20 Section 35-30-16 to the half section line and
21 t he Northeast corner of the Southeast 1/4 of
22 t he Sout hwest 1/4 of Section 35-30-16; thence
23 turning and runni ng South along the half
24 Section line to the South line of Section
25 35-30-16 and the centerline of 54th Avenue
26 North; thence turning and runni ng West al ong
27 South |ine of Sections 35, 34 and 33-30-16 and
28 the centerline of 54th Avenue North to the
29 Sout hwest corner of Section 33-30-16 al so being
30 t he Northeast corner of Section 5-31-16; thence
31 west along said centerline of 54th Avenue to a
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1 poi nt opposite the dividing |line between Lots

2 43 and 44 of Kenneth Gty of Unit 9 Replat

3 47-31; thence South 550 ft. nore or |ess, along

4 said dividing line and the extension thereof to

5 its intersection with a line running fromthe

6 Nort heast corner of Section 5-31-16

7 Sout hwesterly to the Sout hwest corner of the

8 Northwest 1/4 of the Northwest 1/4 of Section

9 5-31-16; thence turning and runni ng Sout hwest

10 on said line and continuing Southwesterly as an

11 extension of the line to a point of

12 intersection with the waterline of Joe's Creek;

13 thence followi ng the centerline of Joe's Creek

14 R'Win the Northwesterly direction to the

15 intersection of Joe's Creek and Cross Bayou

16 Canal and the Point of Beginning

17

18 Section 7. Exenption fromtaxation.--Notw thstandi ng
19 | any other law to the contrary, the property, noneys, and other
20 | assets of the authority and all revenues or other incone of
21| the authority shall be exenpt fromall taxation, |icenses,
22 | fees, or other charges of any kind inposed by the state or hy
23| the county or by any nunicipality, political subdivision
24 | taxing district, or other public agency or body of the state.
25 Section 8. Independent special district taxation.--The
26 | Pinellas Park Water Managenent District shall be deened an
27 | i ndependent special district and is authorized to levy ad
28 | valoremtax on the taxable real property in the district at a
29 | rate sufficient to produce an anount that nmay be necessary for
30| the purposes of this act, not to exceed 3 mills, provided such
3l | nmllage linmt is approved by a vote of the electors who are
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1| not wholly exenpt fromtaxation. Property taxes determ ned and
2| levied under this section shall be certified by the authority
3] to the county auditor, extended, assessed, and collected in
4] 1ike manner as provided by law for regul ar property taxes for
5] the county or nunicipalities and in accordance with chapter
6| 200, Florida Statutes. The proceeds under this section shal
7| be renmitted by the tax collector to the treasurer of the
8 | authority who shall credit themto the funds of the authority
9| for use of the purposes of this law. At any tine after nmking
10| a tax |l evy under this section and certifying the same to the
11| county, the authority may issue tax anticipation notes of
12 | i ndebtedness in anticipation of the collection of such taxes.
13| If property in the district is not receiving or will not
14 | receive any benefit fromthe district's works or activities,
15| such property may be renpved fromthe district by amendnent to
16 | section 5 of the district's enabling act, pursuant to the
17 | requirenents of section 11.02, Florida Statutes, and section
18 | 10, Article Ill of the State Constitution.
19 Section 9. Expansion of area.--Upon a resol ution
20 | adopted by the governing body of nunicipalities adjoining the
21 | present water nmnagenent district area or by the Board of
22 | County Commi ssioners for adjoining unincorporated areas, the
23 | authority may include such areas in the Pinellas Park \Water
24 | Managenent District Area subject to approval of electors in
25| the added area for tax purposes as provi ded herein and passage
26 | of a special act.
27 Section 10. Elections.--The procedures for conducting
28 | el ections or referenda by the authority shall be pursuant to
29 | chapter 189, Florida Statutes, as it nay be anended fromtine
30| to tine.
31
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1 Section 11. Construction.--This act shall be construed
2| as renedial and shall be liberally construed to pronote the
3| purpose for which it is intended.
4 Section 12. Effect.--In the event that any part of
5] this act should be held void for any reason, such hol di ng
6 | shall not affect any other part thereof.
7 Section 4. Chapters 75-491, 77-641, 78-597, 90-448,
8 | and 98-456, Laws of Florida, are repeal ed.
9 Section 5. In the event of a conflict of the
10 | provisions of this act with the provisions of any other act
11| the provisions of this act shall control to the extent of such
12 | conflict.
13 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
14 | I aw
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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