Florida Senate - 2001 SB 928
By Senator dary

7-501-01
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the School Infrastructure
3 Thrift Program anending s. 235.2155, F. S
4 provi di ng additional purposes of the program
5 providing for funds under the programto be
6 used to fund school safety; providing
7 requirements for a school district to
8 participate in a SIT Safety Program requiring
9 that a request for funding under the program be
10 reviewed by the SMART School s d eari nghouse;
11 providing criteria for such review, providing
12 for the Conmi ssioner of Education to nmake
13 program awar ds; anendi ng s. 235.216, F. S
14 del eting provisions authorizing fundi ng under
15 the program for certain charter schools;
16 speci fying the anount of awards under the
17 program based on grade |evel and nunber of
18 per manent student stations; anending s.
19 235.217, F.S.; providing criteria for the SVMART
20 School s C earinghouse in developing criteria
21 for eval uating proposals for funding under the
22 SIT Safety Program providing an effective
23 dat e.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Subsections (2) and (3) of section
28 | 235. 2155, Florida Statutes, are anended, and subsection (8) is
29 | added to that section, to read:
30 235. 2155 School Infrastructure Thrift Program Act. --
31
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1 (2) The School Infrastructure Thrift Program (SIT

2| Program) is established within the Departnment of Education

3| and the State Board of Education may adopt rules as necessary
4] to operate the program To facilitate the program s purposes,
5| the departnment shall aggressively seek the elimnation or

6 | revision of obsolete, excessively restrictive, or unnecessary
7| laws, rules, and regul ations for the purpose of reducing the
8 | cost of constructing educational facilities and related costs
9 | without sacrificing safety or quality of construction. Such
10 | efforts nmust include, but are not limted to, the elimnation
11| of duplicate or overlapping inspections; the relaxation of

12 | requirenents relating to the life cycle of buildings,

13 | I andscapi ng, operabl e gl azi ng, operabl e wi ndows, radon

14 | testing, firesafety, and energency shelter construction where
15| lawful, safe, and cost-beneficial; and other cost savings

16 | identified as lawful, safe, and cost-beneficial. The prograns
17 | pur poses are to:

18 (a) Facilitate cost savings by school districts with
19 | respect to the construction of educational facilities.

20 (b) Provide incentives for school districts to

21 | maxim ze the funds avail able for constructing educati ona

22 | facilities and for rel ated expenses.

23 (c) Provide a fundi ng nechanismto be used solely for
24 | the construction of new educational facilities.

25 (d) Provide incentives for school districts to enhance
26 | school safety through school design

27 (3) The SIT Programis designed as:

28 (a) An incentive programto reward districts for

29 1. Savings realized through functional, fruga

30 | construction.

31
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2. Designing new schools or retrofitting existing

school s to enhance school safety through the use of principles

that provide for crinme prevention through environnental
desi gn. Savings—+eati-zed—through—the—operation—of—charter
hoolsi ool . et . I

(b) A recognition programto provide an annual SMART

school of the year recognition award to the district that
buil ds the highest quality functional, frugal school
(8)(a) A school district may participate in the SIT

Safety Program at the option of the school board. A

participating school district may seek program awards

begi nning July 1, 2001, for projects that conply with s.
235. 216.
(b) Each participating school district nmay subnmit a

request to the SMART School s C eari nghouse, with supporting

data required by the cl earinghouse, based on eligibility that

conplies with s. 235.216, and a pl an approved by the schoo

board for spending funds received for safety enhancenent

projects within the district. Safety enhancenent projects nay

i ncl ude, but need not be limted to, sets of textbooks for

school classroons in schools w thout student | ockers,

surveill ance equi pnent, el ectronic equi pnent, software to

enhance the use of electronic textbooks and i nstructi onal

materials for school and hone, and lighting for building

peri neters and parking | ots.

(c) The SMART School s O earinghouse shall exani ne the

proposal s and supporting data fromeach school district and,

upon approval, shall recommend to the Conmi ssi oner of

Education each district that is eligible to participate in the

program based on the district's conpliance with s. 235. 216.
3
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(d) |If a school district receives funds under the SIT

Safety Programand fails to conply with expenditure

requi renments and s. 235.216, the district nay not receive an

award the following fiscal year and shall return any funds not

spent or encunbered if requested by the Commi ssi oner of

Educat i on.
(e) The SMART School s C eari nghouse shall base the
criteria for evaluating proposed safety enhancenent projects

and nmaki ng recommendati ons for awards on the school district's

ability to neet the requirenents of this section and s.

235. 216, the soundness of the proposal, the needs of the

school district, and the bal ance of nopneys renaining to fund

the SIT Safety Program

(f) The Commi ssioner of Education shall nmake awards

under the SIT Safety Program from funds appropriated by the

Legi sl ature. Such funds nmay be used only for enhanci ng schoo

safety at a new or existing educational facility. Funds that

are not spent or encunbered as required by this section shal

be returned to the program

(g) Based on the conpl eteness of the project, the

Conmi ssi oner of Education nay award up to $200, 000 for each

award made to a new school or project of a school district

that neets the requirenents of paragraph (3)(a) and the
criteria of s. 235.216.
(h) In order to inplenent the SIT Safety Program $15

mllion is set aside fromthe portion of general revenue

appropriated to fund the School Infrastructure Thrift Program
(SIT Program.

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 235.216, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (4) is added to that
section, to read

4
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235.216 SIT Programaward eligibility; maxi mum cost
per student station of educational facilities; frugality
i ncentives; recognition awards. --

(2) A school district may seek an award fromthe SIT
Program pursuant to this section and s. 235.2155, based on
the district's-

&) new construction of educational facilities if the
cost per student station is |ess than:

(a) - $11,600 for an el enmentary school

(b)2— $13,300 for a middle school, or

(c)3— $17,600 for a high school

(1997) as adjusted annually by the Consuner Price |Index. The
award shall be up to 50 percent of such savings, as

reconmended by the SMART School s C eari nghouse.

(4) Beginning with the 2001-2002 fiscal year, a schoo

district may seek an award under the SIT Safety Program

pursuant to s. 235.2155 for use in construction that enhances

the safety of new or existing educational facilities. Each

school may receive an anount based upon grade |evel and nunber

of permanent student stations recorded on the nost recent FlSH

report, as foll ows:

5
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(a) Elenentary schools may receive $125 per pernanent

student station.

(b) Mddle schools may receive $175 per pernmanent

student station.

(c) High schools may recei ve $200 per pernmanent

student station.

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 235.217, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

235.217 SMART (Soundly Made, Accountabl e, Reasonabl e,
and Thrifty) Schools d earinghouse. --

(2)(a) The clearinghouse shall develop an initial set
of design and perfornmance standards for delivering functiona
and frugal buildings that are space efficient and technol ogy
rich. The design and perfornance standards shall be based on
but not be linmted to, such factors as construction costs per
student station, naintenance costs, utilities costs, and
network-rel ated costs. The design and performance standards
shal | be continuously updated based upon actual use and
performance. Using these standards, the cl earinghouse shal
conduct a statew de search to certify school designs that are
currently avail able and neet the SMART schools standards. In
order for certified SMART school s designs to be reused, the
desi gns nmust be recertified by the clearinghouse to provide an
opportunity for the designer to correct any deficiencies
determ ned fromactual use, or to nodify the design to neet
current standards. The sel ection process used for approval of
a SMART school s design and inclusion of the design in the
SMART School s Design Directory shall be deened to satisfy the
| egal requirenents of s. 287.055 for the procurenent of such
services by a public agency. The Departnent of Managenent
Services may establish state termcontracts, including, but

6
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not limted to, contracts for design and construction services
for SMART school s.

(b) The cl earinghouse shall establish a "SMART School s
Design Directory" listing the certified designs that will be
accessible on-line and serve as the prinmary means to revi ew
SMART school s design options. To nmaxinize the use of high
perfornmance schools and foster conpetition, the clearinghouse
shal | revi ew subni ssions of new school designs to add to the
SMART Schools Design Directory. |If the clearinghouse
determ nes the design subnmitted is equal to or better than the
average of those already included in the directory, the
subm ssion shall be certified and the design shall then be
added to the directory and avail able for reuse after
contracting pursuant to paragraph (a).

(c) Al designs certified by the cl earinghouse as
SMART school s designs nay utilize a project nmanagenent
delivery process simlar to the process used by the Departnent
of Managenent Services. However, school districts nmay secure
proj ect nanagenent services fromthe Departnent of Managenent
Services or a qualified private provider, or nmay use interna
resour ces.

(d) The clearinghouse shall develop criteria for

eval uating proposals subnitted under the SIT Safety Program

whi ch are based on principles that provide for crine

prevention through environmental design. The eval uation

criteria nust be objective and neasurabl e and rust incl ude,

but need not be limted to, the design principles of natura

surveil |l ance, natural access control, territorial

reinforcenent, target hardeni ng, and managenent and

nmai nt enance. The evaluation criteria established by the

cl eari nghouse need not be the exclusive criteria used to
7
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1| evaluate proposals for awards under the SIT Safety Program

2 | The cl earinghouse shall publish on its Internet site a list of

3] all schools that receive an award under the SIT Safety

4 | Program

5 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001

6
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8 SENATE SUMVARY

9 Provi des additional purposes of the School Infrastructure
Thrift Program Provides that funds under such program

10 may be used for school safety purposes. Provides
requirements for a school district to participate in

11 school safety prograns. Requests for funding nust be
revi ewed by the SMART School s C earinghouse. Provides

12 criteria for such reviews and for awards by the
Commi ssi oner of Education. Funding for cerfain charter

13 school s under the programis del efed. Specifies. the
anount of awards undef the program Sets criteria for the

14 cl earinghouse to use in devel opi ng standards for

15 eval uating proposals for fundi hg Under the program

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
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30
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