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Florida Senate - 2001 SB 962

By Senator Diaz de la Portilla

34-737-01 See HB 87
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to orthotics, prosthetics, and
pedorthics; anmending s. 468.805, F.S.; revising
grandfathering requirenents for licensure to
practice orthotics, prosthetics, or pedorthics
Wi thout neeting statutory educati onal
requirenments; repealing s. 1, ch. 99-158, Laws
of Florida, relating to a deadline to apply for
licensure to practice orthotics, prosthetics,
or pedorthics without neeting statutory
educati onal requirenents; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 468.805, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

468. 805 G andfat hering. - -

(1) (a) A person who has practiced orthotics,
prosthetics, or pedorthics in this state for the required
peri od between sinee July 1, 1990, and March 1, 1998, who,
before March 1, 1998, applied appties to the departnment for a
l'icense to practice orthotics, prosthetics, or pedorthics, and

who received certification in orthotics, prosthetics, or

pedorthics froma national certifying body and had his or her

application fully approved by the board before Cctober 1,

2000, may be licensed as a prosthetist, an orthotist, a
prosthetist-orthotist, an orthotic fitter, an orthotic fitter
assistant, or a pedorthist, as applicabl e determned+romthe

preparation, W thout neeting the educational requirenents set
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forth in s. 468.803—upon—recetpt—of—the—appH—cationfee—and

(b) The period of experience required for |licensure
under this subsection seetiofr is 5 years for a prosthetist or
an orthotist and:-2 years for an orthotic fitter, an orthotic

fitter assistant, or a pedorthist. Each applicant shal

docunent experience in the—antd-5-years—for—an—orthotist—whose

scope of practice for the profession applied for as +s defined
under s. 468. 80(# .
(2)(a) An applicant for licensure as an orthotist, a

prosthetist, or a prosthetist-orthotist who cannot denpnstrate

5 years of experience as required by subsection (1), but who

has practiced as an orthotist, a prosthetist, or a

prosthetist-orthotist in this state for at |east 2 years
between July 1, 1990, and March 1, 1998, and A—petrsonr who has
received certification as an orthotist, a prosthetist, or a

prosthetist-orthotist froma national certifying body before

July 1, 1998, ant—who—has—practieced—orthoties—or—prostheties
HA—this—statefor—at—teast—2—years—but—tess—than5years is

eligible for a provisional |icense.
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(b)te) A provisional licensee is required to practice
under supervision of a fully licensed orthotist, prosthetist,
or prosthetist-orthotist for up to 3 years in order to neet
the 5-year experience requirenent of subsection (1) to be
l'icensed as an orthotist, a prosthetist, or a
prost hetist-orthotist. The provisional |icensee nust

denonstrate that the supervised practice includes experience

in the scope of practice of the profession as defined under s.
468. 80.
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18 (3) Upon receipt of the nonrefundabl e application fee
19 | and the appropriate licensing fee, the board shall conplete an
20| investigation into the applicant's background and experience.
21| The board shall conplete its investigation within 6 nonths

22 | after receipt of the conpleted application. The 90-day period
23| for approval or denial of a license required under s. 120.60
24 | does not apply to applications for |icensure or provisiona

25 ] licensure under this section

26 (4) The board by rule shall establish the foll ow ng

27 | fees not to exceed $500 each

28 (a) Application fee for |licensure under subsection

29 |(1).

30 (b) Application fee for provisional |icensure under

31| subsection (2).
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(c) Application fee for licensure foll ow ng

provi sional |icensure under subsection (2).
(d) Initial licensure fee.
(e) Provisional licensure fee.

(5) 3y An applicant who has received certification as
an orthotist, a prosthetist, a prosthetist-orthotist, or a
pedorthist froma national certifying body which requires the
successful conpletion of an exam nation, nay be |icensed under
this section without taking an additional examnination. An
appl i cant who has not received certification froma nationa
certifying body which requires the successful conpletion of an
exam nation shall be required to take an exami nation as
determ ned by the board. This examination shall be designed to
determine if the applicant has the m ninum qualifications
needed to be licensed under this section. The board may charge
an exami nation fee and the actual per applicant cost to the
departnent for purchase or devel opnent of the exanination

(6) t4)y An applicant who successfully conpleted prior
to March 1, 1998, at |east one-half of the exam nation
required for national certification and successfully conpleted
the remai ning portion of the exanination and becane certified
prior to Cctober 1, 2000 Juby—3—3998, shall be considered as
nationally certified by March 1, 1998, for purposes of this

secti on.
(7)5r This section is repealed July 1, 2002.
Section 2. Section 1 of chapter 99-158, Laws of

Florida, is repealed

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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