Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 977
By Representative Mirnan

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school readi ness; anending

3 s. 20.50, F.S.; renoving the requirenment that

4 the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation be a

5 separate budget entity fromthe Departnment of

6 Managenent Services; assigning certain

7 responsibility for adm nistering schoo

8 readi ness prograns to the agency; requiring the
9 agency's unified budget to include funding for
10 school readi ness; renaning offices within the
11 agency; directing the agency to be the

12 desi gnat ed agency for purpose of federal schoo
13 readi ness grants; requiring disbursenent of

14 school readi ness grants pursuant to plans and
15 policies of the Florida Partnership for Schoo
16 Readi ness; mmking certain responsibilities

17 subj ect to appropriations; anending s. 216. 136,
18 F.S.; adding staff of the Agency for Wrkforce
19 I nnovation to the School Readi ness Program
20 Esti mati ng Conference; correcting cross
21 references; anending s. 230.23, F.S.; requiring
22 school boards to work through the Florida
23 Partnership for School Readiness with regard to
24 prograns for early chil dhood and basic skills
25 devel opnent; renunbering as s. 412.51, F.S.
26 and anending s. 411.01, F.S.; transferring the
27 Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness from
28 the Executive O fice of the Governor to the
29 Agency for Workforce I nnovation; increasing the
30 nmenbership of the partnership and the nunber of
31 nmenbers required for a quorum requiring
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1 partnership nenbers to abstain fromvoting in

2 certain circunmstances; designating the

3 partnership as the | ead agency for certain

4 federal prograns; authorizing the partnership

5 to adopt rules through the agency; directing

6 that the partnership's budget shall be part of
7 t he agency's budget; revising entities to which
8 t he partnership nust make | egislative

9 reconmendations; requiring the partnership to
10 prepare a | ong-range program plan; changi ng the
11 nmenber ship of |ocal school readiness

12 coalitions; requiring nenbers of the coalitions
13 to abstain fromvoting in certain

14 ci rcunstances; authorizing the school readi ness
15 programto include certain school-age children
16 correcting cross references; renunbering as s.
17 412.52, F.S., and anending s. 230.2303, F. S

18 transferring certain responsibilities from

19 school districts to | ocal school readiness
20 coalitions; renoving the requirenent that the
21 Conmmi ssi oner of Education approve the inclusion
22 of Florida First Start Prograns in | ocal schoo
23 readi ness plans; assigning parent resource
24 centers to local coalitions; transferring
25 certain responsibilities for the nonitoring of
26 and the provision of technical assistance to
27 | ocal school readiness prograns fromthe
28 Conmi ssi oner of Education to the Florida
29 Partnership for School Readiness; providing
30 reporting requirenents; renunbering as s.
31 412.53, F.S., and anending s. 230.2305, F. S
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1 nodi fying legislative intent to recognize the
2 i nvol verrent of | ocal school readiness

3 coalitions in prekindergarten prograns;

4 deleting references to school districts and

5 elimnating district and district enpl oyee

6 responsibility for certain prograns;

7 transferring certain responsibilities to | oca
8 school readiness coalitions; requiring the

9 Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness to
10 establ i sh perfornmance standards for early

11 education and child care prograns; requiring
12 the | ocal school readiness coalitions to

13 establish a sliding fee scal e; authorizing

14 different adult-child ratios in certain

15 prograns under certain circunstances;

16 aut hori zing the | ocal school readiness

17 coalitions to delegate certain

18 responsibilities; requiring reports; renoving
19 obsol ete | anguage; elininating district

20 i nt eragency coordi nating councils regarding
21 pr eki ndergarten prograns; renunbering as s.
22 412.54, F.S., and anending s. 230.2306, F.S.
23 transferring certain responsibilities from
24 school districts and certain preschool agencies
25 and providers to | ocal school readi ness

26 coalitions; amending s. 240.529, F.S.; deleting
27 obsol ete | anguage; requiring that certain

28 i nformati on be sent to | ocal school readiness
29 coalitions and the Florida Partnership for

30 School Readi ness; renunbering s. 402.25, F. S
31 as s. 412.55, F.S.; renunbering as s. 412.551
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1 F.S., and anmending s. 402.27, F.S.

2 transferring certain responsibilities regarding
3 child care services fromthe Departnent of

4 Children and Family Services to the Florida

5 Part nership for School Readi ness; authorizing
6 | ocal school readiness coalitions to sel ect

7 | ocal resource and referral providers wthout
8 preferences; linmting the nunmber of child care
9 resource and referral service agencies;

10 requiring such agencies to provide certain

11 servi ces; changing references to the WAGES

12 programto the welfare transition program

13 correcting a cross reference; repealing s.

14 402.28, F.S., relating to "Child Care Pl us"

15 facilities; renunbering as s. 412.553, F.S.

16 and anending s. 402.281, F.S.; transferring

17 responsibilities relating to the Gold Sea

18 Quality Care programrelating to child care

19 fromthe Departnent of Children and Fanmily

20 Services to the Florida Partnership for Schoo
21 Readi ness; correcting a cross reference

22 renunbering as s. 412.554, F.S., and anendi ng
23 s. 402.301, F.S.; correcting cross references;
24 directing the Partnership for School Readi ness
25 to provide certain assistance in lieu of the
26 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Servi ces;

27 renunbering as s. 412.555, F.S., and anendi ng
28 s. 402.3015, F.S.; renoving qualifier on

29 definition of fanilies at risk for welfare

30 dependency; authorizing the Florida Partnership
31 on School Readiness to authorize services for
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1 certain children; changing reference to the

2 WAGES programto the welfare transition

3 progran renoving certain persons from

4 eligibility to receive subsidized child care

5 services; renoving authority of the Departnment
6 of Children and Fanily Services to set certain
7 fees; transferring certain authority and

8 responsibility fromthe departnment to the

9 Agency for Workforce I nnovation or to | oca

10 school readiness coalitions; requiring certain
11 providers to provide access to |ocal schoo

12 readi ness coalitions for nonitoring purposes;
13 requiring the Division of Ri sk Managenent to
14 provide insurance to | ocal school readiness

15 coalitions for certain purposes; requiring

16 | ocal school readiness coalitions, in |lieu of
17 community child care coordinating agencies, to
18 provide certain services; elimnating the

19 requi rement to devel op certain plans relating
20 to state subsidized child care; elimnating the
21 nmonitoring of certain programs by the

22 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Servi ces;

23 correcting a cross reference; renunbering s.
24 402. 3016, F.S., as s. 412.556, F.S.

25 renunbering as s. 412.557, F.S., and anendi ng
26 s. 402.3017, F.S.; authorizing the Florida

27 Part nership for School Readiness, rather than
28 the Departnent of Children and Family Services,
29 to contract for the adninistration of the

30 Teacher Education and Conpensation Hel ps

31 schol arshi p program providing rul emaki ng
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1 authority; renunbering as s. 412.558, F.S., and
2 anending s. 402.3018, F.S.; transferring

3 certain authority and responsibilities

4 regardi ng assistance to child services

5 providers fromthe Departnent of Children and

6 Fam |y Services to the Florida Partnership for
7 School Readi ness and the Agency for Wrkforce

8 | nnovation; renunbering as s. 412.56, F.S., and
9 anending s. 402.302, F.S.; providing

10 definitions; deleting the definition of the

11 term"secretary"; correcting cross references;
12 renunbering as s. 412.561, F.S., and anendi ng
13 s. 402.3025, F.S.; renoving certain

14 requirenents for prograns to be exenpted from
15 certain child care regulations; transferring

16 certain rul emaking and nonitoring authority

17 fromthe State Board of Education to the Agency
18 for Workforce I nnovation; transferring certain
19 authority of the Departnent of Children and

20 Fam |y Services relating to nonpublic schools
21 to the Agency for Workforce | nnovation

22 correcting cross references; renunbering as s.
23 412.562, F.S., and anmending s. 402.3027, F.S.
24 transferring certain authority of the

25 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

26 relating to observation and assessnment of young
27 children in certain prograns for children to

28 the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness;
29 renunbering as s. 412.563, F.S., and anendi ng
30 s. 402.3028, F.S.; including the Florida

31 Part nership for School Readi ness in agencies
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1 responsible for referrals for Level 11

2 assessnment; correcting cross references;

3 renunbering as s. 412.57, F.S., and anendi ng s.
4 402.305, F.S.; transferring the responsibility
5 for establishing standards relating to the

6 licensure of child care facilities fromthe

7 Departnent of Children and Family Services to
8 the Agency for Workforce | nnovation

9 transferring the obligation to eval uate schoo
10 readi ness staff training prograns fromthe

11 State Coordi nating Council for School Readi ness
12 Prograns and the Departnent of Children and

13 Fam |y Services to the Florida Partnership for
14 School Readi ness; transferring certain

15 rul emaki ng authority fromthe Departnent of

16 Children and Family Services to the Agency for
17 Wor kf orce I nnovation; deleting obsol ete

18 | anguage; elinmnating the child care technica
19 revi ew panel; correcting cross references;
20 renunbering as s. 412.571, F.S., and anendi ng
21 s. 402.3051, F.S.; providing a definition
22 transferring certain authority relating to
23 rei mbursenent of providers fromthe Departnent
24 of Children and Fanmily Services to the Agency
25 for Workforce I nnovation and | ocal schoo
26 readi ness coalitions; elinmnating certain grant
27 authority of the Departnent of Children and
28 Fam |y Services; transferring certain
29 rul emaki ng authority fromthe Departnent of
30 Children and Family Services to the Agency for
31 Wor kf orce | nnovation; correcting cross
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1 references; renunbering as s. 412.572, F. S

2 and anending s. 402.3052, F.S.; transferring

3 the child devel opnent associate training grants
4 program fromthe Departnent of Children and

5 Fam |y Services to the Agency for Workforce

6 I nnovation; renoving the State Coordinating

7 Council for School Readi ness Prograns as an

8 advi sor to the program transferring certain

9 authority related to the programfromthe

10 Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services and
11 others to the Agency for Workforce |Innovation
12 the Florida Partnership for School Readiness,
13 and | ocal school readi ness coalitions;

14 renunbering s. 402.3054, F.S., as s. 412.573,
15 F.S.; renunbering as s. 412.574, F.S., and

16 anendi ng s. 402.3055, F.S.; transferring the
17 regulatory authority, including the inposition
18 of penalties, of the Departnment of Children and
19 Fam |y services related to child care personne
20 to the Agency for Workforce | nnovation
21 correcting cross references; renunbering as s.
22 412.575, F. S., and anmending s. 402.3057, F.S.
23 correcting cross references; renunbering as s.
24 412.58, F.S., and anending s. 402.306, F.S.
25 transferring the authority of the Departnent of
26 Children and Family Services relating to | oca
27 licensing of child care facilities to the
28 Agency for Workforce Innovation; correcting a
29 cross reference; renunbering as s. 412.59,
30 F.S., and anmending s. 402.307, F.S.
31 transferring the authority of the Departnent of
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1 Children and Family Services relating to the

2 approval of local |icensing agencies of child
3 care facilities to the Agency for Wrkforce

4 I nnovation; correcting cross references;

5 renunbering as s. 412.60, F.S., and anendi ng s.
6 402.308, F.S.; transferring the |icensure

7 authority of the Departnent of Children and

8 Fam |y Services relating to child care

9 facilities to the Agency for Wrkforce

10 I nnovation; correcting cross references;

11 renunbering as s. 412.61, F.S., and anendi ng s.
12 402.309, F.S.; transferring the authority of

13 the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services
14 relating to provisional licensure of child care
15 facilities to the Agency for Wrkforce

16 I nnovation; correcting cross references;

17 renunbering as s. 412.62, F.S., and anendi ng s.
18 402.310, F. S.; transferring disciplinary

19 authority of the Departnent of Children and
20 Fam |y Services relating to child care
21 facilities to the Agency for Wrkforce
22 I nnovation; correcting cross references;
23 renunbering as s. 412.63, F.S., and anendi ng s.
24 402.311, F. S.; transferring the right of entry
25 and i nspection of child care facilities from
26 the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services
27 to the Agency for Workforce | nnovation
28 correcting cross references; renunbering as s.
29 412.631, F.S., and anmending s. 402.3115, F.S.
30 requiring the Agency for Workforce | nnovation
31 to avoid duplicative and unnecessary
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1 i nspections of child care facilities;

2 renunbering as s. 412.64, F.S., and anendi ng s.
3 402.312, F.S.; transferring the authority to

4 obtain certain injunctions and to inpose

5 adm nistrative fines fromthe Departnment of

6 Children and Family Services to the Agency for
7 Wor kforce | nnovation; correcting cross

8 references; renunbering as s. 412.641, F. S

9 and anending s. 402.3125, F.S.; requiring child
10 care facility licenses to bear the seal of the
11 Agency for Workforce I nnovation rather than the
12 seal of the Departnent of Children and Famly
13 Services; transferring the duty of the

14 Departnent of Children and Family Services to
15 devel op nodel brochures to the Agency for

16 Wor kf orce | nnovation; correcting cross

17 references; renunbering as s. 412.65, F.S., and
18 anending s. 402.313, F.S.; transferring the

19 authority, including rulenmaking authority, of
20 the Departnent of Children and Family Services
21 relating to the licensure, registration, and
22 disciplining of fanily day care hones to the
23 Agency for Workforce I nnovation; deleting

24 obsol ete | anguage; requiring the Florida

25 Part nership for School Readiness, rather than
26 the Departnent of Children and Family Services,
27 to prepare a brochure on fanmily day care,

28 evaluate a registration and |icensure system
29 and institute a nedia canpaign; correcting

30 cross references; renunbering as s. 412.651

31 F.S., and anmending s. 402.3131, F.S.
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1 transferring the licensure and disciplinary

2 authority, including rulenmaking authority, of

3 the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services
4 relating to large famly child care hones to

5 the Agency for Wbrkforce I nnovation; requiring
6 the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation, rather

7 than the Departnent of Children and Fanily

8 Services, to prepare a brochure on large fanily
9 day care hones; correcting cross references;

10 renunbering as s. 412.652, F.S., and anendi ng
11 s. 402.3135, F.S.; transferring the authority
12 of the Department of Children and Famly

13 Services relating to the child care case

14 managenent programto the Agency for Wrkforce
15 | nnovation; renunbering as s. 412.66, F. S., and
16 anending s. 402.314, F.S.; requiring the Agency
17 for Wrkforce Innovation, rather than the

18 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, to
19 provi de supportive services to child care
20 entities; renunbering as s. 412.661, F.S., and
21 anmending s. 402.3145, F.S.; requiring the
22 Agency for Workforce | nnovation, rather than
23 the Departnent of Children and Family Services,
24 to establish a subsidized child care
25 transportation system requiring |local schoo
26 readi ness coalitions, rather than the state
27 community child care coordination agencies, to
28 contract for the provision of transportation
29 services; renunbering as s. 412.67, F.S., and
30 anending s. 402.315, F.S.; requiring the Agency
31 for Wrkforce Innovation, rather than the
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1 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, to
2 bear certain licensure costs; authorizing the
3 agency to collect fees for deposit in its trust
4 fund; correcting cross references; renunbering
5 as s. 412.68, F.S., and anending s. 402. 316,

6 F.S.; requiring child care facilities claimnng
7 an exenption fromlicensure to notify the

8 Agency for Workforce I nnovation instead of the
9 Departnent of Children and Fam |y Servi ces;

10 correcting cross references; renunbering s.

11 402.318, F.S., as s. 412.69, F.S.; renunbering
12 as s. 412.70, F.S., and anending s. 402. 319,

13 F.S.; correcting cross references and

14 ternm nology to conformto other provisions of
15 the act; creating s. 412.71, F.S.; directing
16 | ocal school readiness coalitions to establish
17 certain fees and fee collection procedures;

18 renunbering as s. 412.72, F.S., and anendi ng s.
19 409.178, F.S.; requiring the Florida

20 Part nership for School Readiness, rather than
21 the Departnent of Children and Family Services,
22 to provide staff to the Child Care Executive
23 Partnership; requiring |local school readiness
24 coalitions, rather than conmunity coordi nat ed
25 child care agencies or the state resource and
26 referral agency, to admi nister certain funds,
27 to neet matching requirenents, to assess fees,
28 and establish conmunity child care task forces;
29 requiring the Florida Partnership for Schoo

30 Readi ness, rather than the Departnment of

31 Children and Family Services, to develop a
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1 procedure for the disbursenment of certain

2 funds; transferring certain rul enaking

3 authority fromthe Departnent of Children and
4 Fam |y Services to the Florida Partnership for
5 School Readi ness; providing for a type two

6 transfer of the Florida Partnership for Schoo
7 Readi ness fromthe Executive Ofice of the

8 CGovernor to the Agency for Workforce

9 I nnovation; providing for a type two transfer
10 of subsidized child care prograns fromthe

11 Departnent of Children and Family Services to
12 the Agency for Workforce I nnovation; providing
13 for a type two transfer of prekindergarten

14 m grant preki ndergarten, and Florida First

15 Start prograns fromthe Departnent of Education
16 to the Agency for Workforce | nnovation

17 providing for the leasing of staff to the

18 Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness;

19 amendi ng ss. 39.201, 196.095, 212.08, 220.03,
20 220. 19, 228.061, 229.808, 232.01, 381.0072,

21 393. 0657, 400.906, 400.953, 402.164, 402.26,

22 402. 45, 409.1671, 409.1757, 411.011, 411. 203,
23 445. 023, 624.5107, 627.70161, 893.13, 921.0022,
24 943. 0585, 943.059, 985.04, and 985.05, F.S.

25 correcting cross references; providing an

26 ef fective date.

27

28 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29

30 Section 1. Section 20.50, Florida Statutes, is anended
31| to read
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1 20.50 Agency for Wrkforce Innovation.--There is

2| created the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation within the

3 | Departnent of Managenent Services. The ageney——shatH—be—a

4 | separate—budget—entity—and—the director of the agency shal

5| be the agency head for all purposes. The agency shall not be
6 | subject to control, supervision, or direction by the

7 | Departnent of Managenent Services in any manner, including,

8| but not limted to, personnel, purchasing, transactions

9| involving real or personal property, and budgetary nmatters.
10 (1) The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation shall ensure
11| that the state appropriately adninisters federal and state

12 | workforce and school readiness funding by admi ni stering plans
13 | and policies of Wrkforce Florida, Inc., and the Florida

14 | Partnership for School Readi ness untder—econtract—wth—\V6rkiorece
15 | Hert+da—+ne. The operati ng budget and m dyear anendnents

16 | thereto nust be part of such contract.

17 (a) Al programand fiscal instructions to regiona

18 | workforce boards shall emanate fromthe agency pursuant to

19 | plans and policies of Wirkforce Florida, Inc., and the

20 | contract between Workforce Florida, Inc., and the agency shat+
21 | be—+esponsiblte—for—att—poHeydirections—to—ther+regional

22 | boards.

23 (b) Al fiscal instructions to |local school readi ness
24 | coalitions shall enanate fromthe agency pursuant to plans and
25| policies of the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness and
26 | the contract between the Florida Partnership for Schoo

27 | Readi ness and t he agency. The partnership shall provide

28 | programinstructions and techni cal assistance and approve

29 | coalition plans and anendnents thereto.

30 (c) tb)y Unl ess otherw se provided by agreement with

31| Wrkforce Florida, Inc., or the Florida Partnership for Schoo
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1 | Readi ness, adnini strative and personnel policies of the Agency
2| for Wrkforce Innovation shall apply.

3 (2) The Agency for Wrkforce |Innovation shall be the

4 | designated adninistrative agency for receipt of federa

5| wor kforce devel opnent grants and ot her federal funds,

6 | including federal school readiness funds, assigned to it for

7| adm nistration, and shall carry out the duties and

8 | responsibilities assigned by the Governor under each federa

9| grant assigned to the agency. Funds appropriated to the agency
10 | shall be & separate fromthose appropriated to the Departnent
11 | of Managenent Servi ces budget—entity and each revenue source
12 | shall be expended expentd—each—+evente—souree as provi ded by

13 | federal and state |aw and as provided in plans devel oped by

14 | and agreenents with Wirkforce Florida, Inc., or the Florida

15| Partnership for School Readi ness. The agency shall prepare and
16 | subnmit as—aseparate—budget—entity a unified budget request

17 | for workforce devel opnent, in accordance with chapter 216 for
18 | and in conjunction with, Wrkforce Florida, Inc., and its

19 | board and a unified budget request for school readiness for
20| and as prescribed by, the Florida Partnership for Schoo
21 | Readi ness. The head of the agency is the Director of Wrkforce
22 | I nnovation, who shall be appointed by the Governor. Wthin the
23 | agency's overall organi zational structure, the agency shal
24 | include the follow ng offices which shall have the specified
25 | responsibilities:
26 (a) The Ofice of Prograns and Werkforece Services
27 | shal | :
28 1. Administer state nerit systemprogramstaff within
29 | the workforce service delivery system and the school readi ness
30 | system pursuant to policies of Wrkforce Florida, Inc., and
31| the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness, respectively.
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1 2. FThe—of+ece—shalt Be responsible for delivering

2 | workforce services through the one-stop delivery system and

3| for ensuring that participants in welfare transition prograns
4 | receive case nmanagenent services, diversion assistance,

5| support services, including subsidized child care and

6 | transportation services, Mdicaid services, and transition

7 | assistance to enable themto succeed in the workforce.

8

9| The office shall be directed by the Deputy Director for

10 | Prograns and Wérkforece Services, who shall be appointed by and
11| serve at the pleasure of the director

12 (b) The Ofice of Werkforee |nvestnent and

13 | Accountability shall be responsible for procurenent,

14 | contracting, financial nanagenent, accounting, audits, and

15| verification. The office shall be directed by the Deputy

16 | Director for Werkforece |Investnent and Accountability, who

17 | shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the

18 | director. The office shall be responsible for

19 1. Establishing standards and controls for reporting
20 | budgeting, expenditure, and performance information for
21 | assessing outcones, service delivery, and financi al
22 | admini stration of workforce and school readi ness prograns
23 | pursuant to s. 445.004(5) and (9).
24 2. Establishing nonitoring, quality assurance, and
25| quality inmprovenent systens that routinely assess the quality
26 | and effectiveness of contracted prograns and servi ces.
27 3. Annual review of each regional workforce board and
28 | administrative entity to ensure adequate systens of reporting
29 | and control are in place, and nonitoring, quality assurance,
30| and quality inmprovenent activities are conducted routinely,
31| and corrective action is taken to elimnate deficiencies.
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1 (c) The Ofice of Werkforee Information Services shal
2| deliver infornmation on | abor markets, enploynent, occupations,
3| and performance, and shall inplenent and maintain i nformation
4| systens that are required for the effective operation of the

5| one-stop delivery system including, but not linmted to, those
6 | systens described in s. 445.009. The office will be under the
7| direction of the Deputy Director for Wtkferee | nfornmation

8 | Services, who shall be appointed by and serve at the pl easure
9] of the director. The office shall be responsible for

10 | est abli shi ng:

11 1. Information systens and controls that report

12 | reliable, tinely and accurate fiscal and performance data for
13 | assessi ng outcones, service delivery, and financi al

14 | adninistration of workforce prograns pursuant to s. 445.004(5)
15| and (9).

16 2. Information systens that support service

17 | integration and case nanagenent by providing for case tracking
18 | for participants in welfare transition prograns.

19 (3) The Agency for Wrkforce Innovation shall serve as
20 | the designated agency for purposes of each federal workforce
21 | devel opnent or school readi ness grant assigned to it for

22 | administration. The agency shall carry out the duties assigned
23| to it by the Governor, under the terns and conditions of each
24 | grant. The agency shall have the level of authority and

25 | autonony necessary to be the designated recipient of each

26 | federal grant assigned to it, and shall disperse such grants
27 | pursuant to the plans and policies of Wrkforce Florida, Inc.,
28 | for workforce grants and the plans and policies of the Florida
29 | Partnership for School Readi ness for school readi ness grants.
30| The director may, upon del egation fromthe Governor and

31| pursuant to agreenent with Workforce Florida, Inc., or the

17
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Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness, sign contracts,

grants, and other instrunents as necessary to execute
functions assigned to the agency. Notw thstandi ng ot her
provisions of law, the follow ng federal grants and other
funds are assigned for admnistration to the Agency for
Wor kf orce | nnovati on:

(a) Prograns authorized under Title | of the Wrkforce
| nvest nent Act of 1998, Pub. L. No. 105-220, except for
prograns funded directly by the United States Departnent of
Labor under Title I, s. 167.

(b) Prograns authorized under the Wagner-Peyser Act of
1933, as anended, 29 U S.C. ss. 49 et seq.

(c) Welfare-to-work grants adm nistered by the United
States Departnent of Labor under Title IV, s. 403, of the
Soci al Security Act, as anended.

(d) Activities authorized under Title Il of the Trade
Act of 1974, as anended, 2 U S.C ss. 2271 et seq., and the
Trade Adjustnent Assistance Program

(e) Activities authorized under chapter 41 of Title 38
U S.C, including job counseling, training, and placenment for
vet er ans.

(f) Enploynent and training activities carried out
under the Conmunity Services Block Grant Act, 42 U S.C ss.
9901 et seq.

(g) Enploynent and training activities carried out
under funds awarded to this state by the United States
Departnent of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent.

(h) Designated state and | ocal program expenditures
under part A of Title IV of the Social Security Act for
wel fare transition workforce services associated with the
Tenporary Assi stance for Needy Fanilies Program

18
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(i) Prograns authorized under the National and
Community Service Act of 1990, 42 U S.C. ss. 12501 et seq.
and the Service-Anerica prograns, the National Service Trust
prograns, the Cvilian Community Corps, the Corporation for
Nati onal and Community Service, the American Conservation and
Yout h Service Corps, and the Points of Light Foundation
prograns, if such prograns are awarded to the state.

(j) Oher prograns funded by federal or state
appropriations, as deternined by the Legislature in the
Ceneral Appropriations Act or by |aw

(4) To the extent that specific appropriations are

provided for this purpose,the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

shal | provide or contract for training for enpl oyees of

adm nistrative entities and case nmanagers of any contracted
providers to ensure they have the necessary conpetencies and
skills to provide adequate administrative oversight and
delivery of the full array of client services pursuant to s.
445, 006(5)(f). Training requirenents include, but are not
limted to:

(a) Mnimmskills, know edge, and abilities required
for each classification of program personnel utilized in the
regi onal workforce boards' service delivery plans.

(b) Mninmmrequirenents for devel opnent of a regiona
wor kf orce board supported personnel training plan to include
preservi ce and inservice conponents.

(c) Specifications or criteria under which any
regi onal workforce board may award bonus points or otherw se
gi ve preference to conpetitive service provider applications
that provide mninumcriteria for assuring conpetent case
managenent, including, but not linted to, maxi num casel oad
per case nmanager, current staff turnover rate, m ninmm

19
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educati onal or work experience requirenents, and a
di fferentiated conpensati on pl an based on the conpetency
| evel s of personnel

(d) Mnimmskills, know edge, and abilities required
for contract nmanagenent, including budgeting, expenditure, and
perfornmance i nformation related to service delivery and
financial administration, nonitoring, quality assurance and
i mprovenent, and standards of conduct for enployees of
regi onal workforce boards and admnistrative entities
specifically related to carrying out contracting
responsibilities.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) and
par agraph (b) of subsection (10) of section 216.136, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

216. 136 Consensus estinmating conferences; duties and
principals. --

(6) SOCI AL SERVI CES ESTI MATI NG CONFERENCE. - -

(a) Duties.--

1. The Social Services Estimating Conference shal
devel op such official information relating to the soci al
services systemof the state, including forecasts of social
servi ces casel oads, as the conference determ nes is needed for
the state planning and budgeting system Such official
i nformation shall include, but not be [imted to, subsidized
child care casel oads mandated by the Fami |y Support Act of
1988.

2. In addition, the Social Services Estinmating
Conference shall devel op estimates and forecasts of the
undupl i cated count of children eligible for subsidized child
care as defined in s. 412.555(1)462-30615(1). These estinmtes
and forecasts shall not include children enrolled in the

20
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preki ndergarten early intervention programestablished in s.
412.53 236-2305.

3. The Departnent of Children and Fanily Services and
t he Departnent of Education shall provide information on
casel oads and waiting lists for the subsidized child care and
preki ndergarten early intervention prograns requested by the
Soci al Services Estinmating Conference or individual conference
principals, in a tinely manner

4. The Social Services Estimating Conference shal
develop information relating to the Florida Kidcare program
including, but not limted to, outreach inpacts, enroll nent,
casel oad, utilization, and expenditure information that the
conference deternines is needed to plan for and project future
budgets and t he drawdown of federal matching funds. The
agencies required to collect and anal yze Florida Kidcare
program data under s. 409.8134 shall be participants in the
Soci al Services Estinmating Conference for purposes of
devel oping information relating to the Florida Kidcare
program

(10) SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAM ESTI MATI NG CONFERENCE. - -

(b) Principals.--The Executive Ofice of the Governor
the Director of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research, and
prof essi onal staff who have forecasting expertise fromthe
Florida Partnership for School Readi ness, the Agency for

Wor kforce | nnovation,the Departnent of Children and Fanily

Services, the Departnent of Education, the Senate, and the
House of Representatives, or their designees, are the
principals of the School Readi ness Program Estimating
Conference. The principal representing the Executive Ofice of
t he Governor shall preside over sessions of the conference.

21
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1 Section 3. Paragraph (o) of subsection (4) of section
2| 230.23, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

3 230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
4 | board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and

5| performall duties |isted bel ow

6 (4) ESTABLI SHVENT, ORGAN ZATI ON, AND OPERATI ON OF

7 | SCHOOLS. - - Adopt and provide for the execution of plans for the
8 | establishnent, organization, and operation of the schools of

9| the district, including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

10 (o) Early childhood and basic skills

11 | devel opnent.--Provide for early chil dhood and basic skills

12 | devel opnent through the Florida Partnership for Schoo

13 | Readi ness.

14 Section 4. Section 411.01, Florida Statutes, is

15 | renunbered as section 412.51, Florida Statutes, and subsection
16 | (4) and paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of subsection (5) of
17 | said section are anended to read:

18 412.51 43106+ Florida Partnership for Schoo

19 | Readi ness; school readi ness coalitions.--

20 (4) FLORI DA PARTNERSH P FOR SCHOCOL READI NESS. - -

21 (a) There is created the Florida Partnership for

22 | School Readiness with responsibility for adopting and

23 | mai ntai ni ng coordi nated programmtic, admnistrative, and

24 | fiscal policies and standards for all school readiness

25| prograns, while allowing a wi de range of programmtic

26 | flexibility and differentiation. The partnership is assigned
27 | to the Agency for Workforce | nnovati on Exeeutive—OoH-ice—of—the
28 | covernor for adm nistrative purposes.

29 (b)1. The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness

30| shall include the Lieutenant Governor, the Conmm ssi oner of

31| Education, the Secretary of Children and Fam |y Services, and

22
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the Secretary of Health, or their designees, and the chair of
the Child Care Executive Partnership Board, and the

chai rperson of the Board of Directors of Wrkforce Florida,
Inc. Wien the Lieutenant Governor or an agency head appoints a
desi gnhee, the designee nust be an individual who attends
consistently, and, in the event that the Lieutenant Governor
or agency head and his or her designee both attend a neeting,
only one of them may vote.

2. The partnership shall also include twlve 16
nmenbers of the public who shall be business, community, and
civic leaders in the state who are not elected to public
of fice. These nenbers and their famlies nust not be providers
in the early education and child care industry. The nenbers
nmust be geographically and denographically representative of
the state. Each nmenber shall be appointed by the Governor. Ten
Eght of the nenbers shall be appointed froma list of twelve
10 nom nees, of which six fi+wve nust be submitted by the
President of the Senate and six f+ve nust be submitted by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives. Menbers shall be
appointed to 4-year terns of office. However, of the initial
appoi ntees, two shall be appointed to 1-year terns, two shal
be appointed to 2-year terns, three shall be appointed to
3-year terns, and three shall be appointed to 4-year terns.
The nmenbers of the partnership shall elect a chairperson
annual ly fromthe nongovernnental menbers of the partnership.
Any vacancy on the partnership shall be filled in the sane
manner as the original appointnent.

(c) The partnership shall neet at |east quarterly but
may neet as often as it deens necessary to carry out its
duties and responsibilities. Menbers of the partnership shal
participate without proxy at the quarterly neetings. The

23
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partnership nmay take official action by a mpjority vote of the
menbers present at any neeting at which a quorumis present. A
guorum shall consist of a majority of the nenbers, plus one.

The partnership shall hold its first neeting by Cctober 1,
1999.

(d) Menbers of the partnership are subject to the
ethics provisions in part IlIl of chapter 112, and no nenber
may derive any financial benefit fromthe funds adninistered
by the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness. A nenber
shal |l be subject to the provisions of s. 112.3143(3)(a),
relating to conflicts of interest, as if such nenber were a

| ocal officer.

(e) Menbers of the partnership shall serve w thout
conpensation but are entitled to reinbursenment for per diem
and travel expenses incurred in the performance of their
duties as provided in s. 112.061, and rei nbursenent for other
reasonabl e, necessary, and actual expenses.

(f) For the purposes of tort liability, the nenbers of
the partnership and its enpl oyees shall be governed by s.

768. 28.

(g) The partnership shall appoint an executive
director to serve at its pleasure who shall performthe duties
assigned to himor her by the partnership. The executive
director shall be responsible for hiring, subject to the
approval of the partnership, all enployees and staff nenbers,
who shall serve under his or her direction and control

(h) For purposes of administration of the federa
Child Care and Devel opnent Fund, 45 C.F.R parts 98 and 99,
the partnership may be designated by the Governor as the | ead
agency, and if so designated shall conmply with the | ead agency
responsibilities pursuant to federal |aw

24
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(i) For purposes of admnistration of the Early

Learni ng Opportunities Act and the Even Start Fanmily Literacy

Prograns, pursuant to Pub. L. No. 106-554 and as defined in
section 14(a) (2 U.S.C. s. 8801), the Florida Partnership for
School Readi ness may be designated as the | ead agency, is so

desi gnhated, and nust conply with the | ead agency

responsibilities pursuant to federal |aw
(j) The Florida Partnership for School Readiness is
the principal organization responsible for the enhancenent of

school readiness for the state's children, and shall:

1. Be responsible for the prudent use of all public
and private funds in accordance with all |egal and contractua
requi rements.

2. Provide final approval and periodic review of
coalitions and pl ans.

3. Provide | eadership for enhancenent of schoo
readiness in this state by aggressively establishing a unified
approach to the state's efforts toward enhancenent of schoo
readi ness. |In support of this effort, the partnership nay
devel op and i npl enment specific strategies that address the
state's school readi ness prograns.

4., Safeguard the effective use of federal, state,
| ocal, and private resources to achi eve the hi ghest possible
| evel of school readiness for the state's children

5. Provide technical assistance to coalitions.

6. Assess gaps in service

7. Provide technical assistance to counties that form
a multicounty coalition.

8.a. By July 1, 2000, adopt a system for neasuring
school readi ness that provides objective data regarding the
expectations for school readiness, and establish a nethod for

25
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collecting the data and guidelines for using the data. The
nmeasurenent, the data collection, and the use of the data nust
serve the statew de school readiness goal. The criteria for
determ ni ng which data to coll ect should be the useful ness of
the data to state policynmakers and | ocal program
admnistrators in adnministering progranms and allocating state
funds, and nust include the tracking of school readiness
systeminformati on back to individual school readiness
prograns to assist in determ ning program effectiveness.

b. By Decenber 31, 2000, the partnership shall also
adopt a system for evaluating the performance of students
through the third grade to conpare the performance of those
who participated in school readiness programs with the
perfornmance of students who did not participate in schoo
readi ness prograns in order to identify strategies for
conti nued successful student perfornmance.

9. By June 1, 2000, devel op and adopt perfornmance
st andards and out cone neasures.

10. In consultation with the Postsecondary Education
Pl anni ng Conmi ssion and the Educati on Standards Conmi ssion
assess the expertise of public and private Florida
postsecondary institutions in the areas of infant and toddl er
devel opnental research; the related curriculum of training,
career, and academ c prograns; and the status of articulation
anong those prograns. Based on this assessment, the
partnership shall provide recomendations to the Governor and
the Legislature for postsecondary programinprovenents to
enhance school readiness initiatives.

(k) > The partnership, through the Agency for
Wor kf orce | nnovati on, nay adopt rul es necessary to adm nister

the provisions of this section which relate to preparing and
26
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i mpl erenting the system for school readiness, collecting data,
approvi ng | ocal school readiness coalitions and pl ans,
providing a nethod whereby a coalition can serve two or nore
counties, awardi ng incentives to coalitions, and issuing

wai vers.

(1) tk)y The Florida Partnership for School Readiness
shal |l have all powers necessary to carry out the purposes of
this section, including, but not limted to, the power to
receive and accept grants, |oans, or advances of funds from
any public or private agency and to receive and accept from
any source contributions of noney, property, |abor, or any
other thing of value, to be held, used, and applied for the
pur poses of this section.

(m ) The Florida Partnership for School Readiness
shal | be an independent, nonpartisan body and shall not be
identified or affiliated with any one agency, program or
gr oup.

(n) M- The Florida Partnership for School Readiness
shal | have a budget, shall be financed through an annua
appropriation nmade to the Agency for W rkforce | nnovation for

this purpose in the General Appropriations Act, and shall be
subj ect to conpliance audits and annual financial audits by
t he Auditor GCeneral

(0) tn)y The partnership shall coordinate the efforts
toward school readiness in this state and provi de i ndependent
policy anal yses and recomendations to the Governor, the State
Board of Education, and the Legi sl ature.

(p)fe)y By July 1, 2000, the partnership shall prepare
and subnmit to the State Board of Education a systemfor
neasuri ng school readiness. The system nust include a uniform
screeni ng, which shall provide objective data regarding the
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foll owi ng expectations for school readi ness which shal
i ncl ude, at a m ni mum
1. The child's inmunizations and other health
requi rements as necessary, including appropriate vision and
hearing screening and exani nati ons.
2. The child's physical devel opnent.

3. The child's conpliance with rules, linmtations, and
routines.

4 The child's ability to performtasks.

5. The child's interactions with adults.

6. The child's interactions with peers.

7 The child's ability to cope with chall enges.

8 The child's self-help skills.

9 The child's ability to express his or her needs.

10. The child's verbal communication skills.

11. The child's problemsolving skills.

12. The child's followi ng of verbal directions.

13. The child's denpnstration of curiosity,
persi stence, and exploratory behavi or

14. The child's interest in books and other printed
mat eri al s.

15. The child's paying attention to stories.

16. The child's participation in art and nusic
activities.

17. The child's ability to identify colors, geonetric
shapes, letters of the al phabet, nunbers, and spatial and
tenmporal rel ationships.

(q) tp)y The partnership shall prepare a plan for
i mpl erenting the systemfor neasuring school readiness in such
a way that all children in this state will undergo the uniform
screeni ng established by the partnership when they enter
28
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ki ndergarten. Children who enter public school for the first
time in first grade nmust undergo a uni form screeni ng approved
by the partnership for use in first grade. Because children
with disabilities may not be able to neet all of the
identified expectations for school readiness, the plan for
neasuri ng school readiness shall incorporate nechanisns for
recogni zing the potential variations in expectations for
school readi ness when serving children with disabilities and
shal |l provide for conmunities to serve children with

di sabilities.

(r)ta)y The partnership shall recommend to the
Gover nor —t+he—-Coemr-sstoner—of—FEduecation—and—+he—State Boeard
of—Eduecation rul es, and revisions or repeal of rules, which
woul d increase the effectiveness of prograns that prepare
children for school

(s) )y The partnership shall conduct studies and
pl anning activities related to the overall inprovenent and
ef fectiveness of school readi ness neasures.

(t) sy By February 1, 2000, the partnership shall work
with the Ofice of the Conptroller for electronic funds
transfer.

(u) t+)y By February 1, 2000, the partnership shal
present to the Legislature a plan for conbi ning funding
streans for school readiness prograns into a School Readi ness
Trust Fund.

(v) tu)y The partnership shall prepare a |ong-range
program plan consistent with s. 216.013 for estabtish
procedures—for—performance-based—budgeting—+n school readiness

prograns.

(W) v The partnership shall submit an annual report
of its activities to the Governor, the executive director of
29
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the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation, the President of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
mnority |l eaders of both houses of the Legislature. In
addition, the partnership's reports and recommendati ons shal
be made available to the State Board of Education, other
appropriate state agencies and entities, district schoo
boards, central agencies for child care, and county health
departnents. The annual report nust provide an anal ysis of
school readiness activities across the state, including the
nunber of children who were served in the prograns and the
nunber of children who were ready for school

(x) W)y The partnership shall work with schoo
readi ness coalitions to increase parents' training for and
i nvolvenent in their children's preschool education and to
provide fanmly literacy activities and prograns.

To ensure that the system for neasuring school readiness is
conpr ehensi ve and appropriate statewide, as the systemis
devel oped and i npl enented, the partnership nust consult with
representatives of district school systens, providers of
public and private child care, health care providers, |arge
and small enployers, experts in education for children with
disabilities, and experts in child devel opnent.

(5) CREATION OF SCHOOL READI NESS COALI TI ONS. - -

(a) School readiness coalitions.--

1. If a coalition's plan would serve | ess than 400
birth-to-ki ndergarten age children, the coalition nust either
join with another county to forma nulticounty coalition
enter an agreenent with a fiscal agent to serve nore than one
coalition, or denpbnstrate to the partnership its ability to
effectively and efficiently inplenent its plan as a

30
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singl e-county coalition and neet all required performance
st andards and out cone neasures.

2. Each coalition shall have at |east 18 but not nore
than 25 nenbers and such nenbers nust include the foll ow ng:

a. A Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
district adm nistrator or his or her designee who is
aut hori zed to nake decisions on behalf of the departnent.

b. A district superintendent of schools or his or her
desi gnee who is authorized to nake deci sions on behalf of the
district.

c. A regional workforce devel opnent board chair or
di rector, where applicable.

d. A county health departnent director or his or her
desi gnee.

e. Achildren's services council or juvenile welfare
board chair or executive director, if applicable.

f. Achild care |icensing agency head.

g. i— One nenber appointed by a board of county

conmi ssi oners.
h. + One menber appointed by a district school board.
i.f— A central child care agency admi nistrator
j.k. A Head Start director
k.+— A representative of private child care providers.
| .m A representative of faith-based child care

provi ders.

More than one-third of the coalition nenbers nust be fromthe

private sector, and neither they nor their famlies nay earn

an incone fromthe early education and child care industry. To
31
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neet this requirenent a coalition nust appoint additiona
nmenbers froma |list of nom nees presented to the coalition by
a chanber of comerce or econom ¢ devel opnent council wthin
t he geographic area of the coalition

3. No nenber of a coalition nmay appoint a designee to
act in his or her place. A nenber may send a representative to
coalition neetings, but that representative will have no
voting privileges. Wien a district superintendent of schools
or adistrict adnmnistrator for the Departnent of Children and
Fam |y Services appoints a designee to a school readiness
coalition, the designee will be the voting nenber of the
coalition, and any individual attending in his or her place,
including the district admnistrator or superintendent, wll
have no voting privil eges.

4. The school readiness coalition shall replace the
district interagency coordinating council fornerly required
under s. 230.2305.

5. Menbers of the coalition are subject to the ethics
provisions in part Il of chapter 112.

6. For the purposes of tort liability, the nenbers of
t he school readiness coalition and its enpl oyees shall be
governed by s. 768. 28.

7. A nmenber of a local school readiness coalition is

subject to the provisions of s. 112.3143(3)(a), relating to

conflicts of interest, as if such nenber were a |local officer

8.7— Multicounty coalitions shall include
representation fromeach county.
9.8~ The terns of all appointed nenbers of the
coalition nmust be staggered. Appointed nenbers nmay serve a
maxi nrum of two terns. When a vacancy occurs in an appointed
position, the coalition nmust advertise the vacancy.
32
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(b) Program participation.--The school readiness
program shall be established for children frombirth to 5
years of age or until the child enters kindergarten. The
program nay al so i nclude services for eligible school -age

children pursuant to s. 412.555. The program shall be

admi ni stered by the school readiness coalition. Wthin fundi ng
limtations, the school readiness coalition, along with al
providers, shall nake reasonable efforts to accommpdate the
needs of children for extended-day and extended-year services
Wi t hout conpromising the quality of the program

(c) Program expectations. --

1. The school readi ness program nust neet the
fol | owi ng expectations:

a. The program nust prepare preschool children to
enter kindergarten ready to |learn, as neasured by criteria
established by the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness.

b. The program nust provi de extended-day and
ext ended-year services to the nmaxi mum extent possible to neet
t he needs of parents who work.

c. There nust be coordinated staff devel opnent and
t eachi ng opportunities.

d. There nust be expanded access to conmunity services
and resources for fanilies to help achi eve econonic
sel f-sufficiency.

e. There nmust be a single point of entry and unified
waiting list.

f. As long as funding or eligible populations do not
decrease, the program nust serve at |east as nany children as
were served prior to inplenentation of the program

g. There nmust be a conmunity plan to address the needs
of all eligible children
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h. The program nust neet all state licensing
gui del i nes, where applicabl e.

2. The school readiness coalition nust inplenent a
conpr ehensi ve program of readi ness services that enhance the
cognitive, social, and physical devel opnent of children to
achi eve the perfornmance standards and outcone neasures
specified by the partnership. At a mininmum these prograns
nmust contain the follow ng el ements:

a. Developnentally appropriate curricul um

b. A character devel opnent programto devel op basic
val ues.

Cc. An age-appropriate assessnent of each child's
devel opnent.

d. A screening ptetest adm nistered to children when
they enter a program and an assessnent a—posttest adm ni stered

to children when they | eave the program pursuant to ss.
412.562 and 412.563.
e. An appropriate staff-to-child ratio.

f. A healthful and safe environnent.

g. A resource and referral network to assist parents
i n maki ng an i nfornmed choi ce.

(d) Inplenentation.--

1. The school readiness programis to be phased in.
Until the coalition inplenents its plan, the county shal
continue to receive the services identified in subsection (3)
t hrough the various agencies that woul d be responsible for
delivering those services under current law. Plan
i mpl erentation is subject to approval of the coalition and the
plan by the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness.

2. Each school readiness coalition shall develop a
plan for inplenenting the school readi ness programto neet the
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1| requirenents of this section and the perfornmance standards and
2 | outconme neasures established by the partnership. The plan nust
3]linclude a witten description of the role of the programin

4] the coalition's effort to neet the first state educati on goal
5] readiness to start school, including a description of the plan
6| to involve the prekindergarten early intervention prograns,

7| Head Start Prograns, prograns offered by public or private

8 | providers of child care, preschool progranms for children with
9| disabilities, prograns for mgrant children, Title | prograns,
10 | subsidi zed child care prograns, and teen parent prograns. The
11 | plan nust al so denonstrate how the programw || ensure that

12 | each 3-year-old and 4-year-old child in a publicly funded

13 | school readi ness programrecei ves schedul ed activities and

14 | instruction designed to prepare children to enter kindergarten
15| ready to learn. Prior to inplenentation of the program the

16 | school readiness coalition nust submt the plan to the

17 | partnership for approval. The partnership nmay approve the

18 | plan, reject the plan, or approve the plan with conditions.

19 | The plan shall be reviewed, revised, and approved biennially.
20 3. The plan for the school readiness program nmust
21| include the follow ng mnimum standards and provi sions:
22 a. A sliding fee scale establishing a copaynent for
23 | parents based upon their ability to pay, which is the sane for
24 | all program providers, to be inplenented and reflected in each
25 | program s budget.
26 b. A choice of settings and locations in |icensed
27 | registered, religious-exenpt, or school -based prograns to be
28 | provi ded to parents.
29 c. Instructional staff who have conpleted the training
30| course as required in s. 412.57(2)(d) 1. 462-385(2(eh+—, as
31| well as staff who have additional training or credentials as
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1| required by the respective program provider. The plan nust

2| provide a nmethod for assuring the qualifications of al

3| personnel in all program settings.

4 d. Specific eligibility priorities for children within
5] the coalition's county pursuant to subsection (6).

6 e. Performance standards and outcone neasures

7 | established by the partnership or alternatively, standards and
8 | outconme neasures to be used until such tine as the partnership
9 | adopts such standards and out cone neasures.

10 f. Reinbursenent rates that have been devel oped by the
11 | coalition.

12 g. Systens support services, including a centra

13 | agency, child care resource and referral, eligibility

14 | determ nations, training of providers, and parent support and
15 | i nvol venent.

16 h. Direct enhancenment services to famlies and

17 | children. System support and direct enhancenent services shal
18 | be in addition to paynents for the placenent of children in

19 | school readi ness prograns.
20 i. A business plan, which nust include the contract
21 | with a school readiness agent if the coalitionis not a
22 | legally established corporate entity. Coalitions may contract
23| with other coalitions to achieve efficiency in nultiple-county
24 | services, and such contracts nmay be part of the coalition's
25 | busi ness pl an.
26 j. Strategies to neet the needs of unique popul ations,
27 | such as mgrant workers.
28
29| As part of the plan, the coalition nay request the Governor to
30| apply for a waiver to allow the coalition to adm nister the
31| Head Start Programto acconplish the purposes of the schoo
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readi ness program |f any school readiness plan can
denonstrate that specific statutory goals can be achi eved nore
ef fectively by using procedures that require nodification of
existing rules, policies, or procedures, a request for a

wai ver to the partnership may be made as part of the plan

Upon review, the partnership nay grant the proposed
nodi fi cati on.

4. Persons with an early chil dhood teaching
certificate may provide support and supervision to other staff
in the school readiness program

5. The coalition nmay not inplenent its plan until it
submits the plan to and receives approval fromthe
partnership. Once the plan has been approved, the plan and the
servi ces provided under the plan shall be controlled by the
coalition rather than by the state agencies or departnents.
The plan shall be reviewed and revi sed as necessary, but at
| east biennially.

6. The following statutes will not apply to |oca
coalitions with approved plans: ss. 125.901(2)(a)3.

228.061(1) and (2), 412.54 2362366, 411.221, 411.222, and
411.232. To facilitate innovative practices and to allow | ocal
establ i shnent of school readi ness progranms, a school readi ness
coalition may apply to the Governor and Cabi net for a waiver
of, and the Governor and Cabi net may waive, any of the

provi sions of ss. 412.52, 412.53 23623063,—236-2365,

230. 23166, 412.555 40623615, 411.223, and 411.232, if the

wai ver i s necessary for inplenentation of the coalition's

school readi ness pl an.
7. Two or nore counties may join for the purpose of
pl anni ng and i npl enenting a school readi ness program
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1 8. Acoalition nmay, subject to approval of the

2| partnership as part of the coalition's plan, receive

3| subsidized child care funds for all children eligible for any
4 | federal subsidized child care program and be the provider of
5| the program services.

6 9. Coalitions are authorized to enter into nmultiparty
7| contracts with nulticounty service providers in order to neet
8 | the needs of unique popul ati ons such as m grant workers.

9 Section 5. Section 230.2303, Florida Statutes, is

10 | renunbered as section 412.52, Florida Statutes, and

11 | subsections (1), (2), (3), (5), (6), (7), (8), and (9) and

12 | paragraphs (a), (f), (g), (h), and (i) of subsection (4) of
13 | said section are anended to read:

14 412.52 2362363 Florida First Start Program --

15 (1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT; PURPCSE. - - The Legi sl ature

16 | recogni zes that the years of a child's |ife between birth and
17 | the third birthday are critical for fostering intellectua

18 | ability, |anguage conpetence, physical devel opnent, and soci al
19 | skills. The Florida First Start Programis intended as a

20 | home-school partnership designed to give children with

21 | disabilities and children at risk of future school failure the
22 | best possible start in life and to support parents in their
23| role as the children's first teachers. The purpose of the

24 | programis to assist parents to achieve their own goals for
25 | education and self-sufficiency and to teach parents howto

26 | foster their child' s devel opnent in the crucial early years of
27 | life. The program nust assist |ocal school readi ness

28 | coalitions seheot—dist+ri+ets in providing early, high-quality
29 | parent education and support services that enable the parents
30| to enhance their children's intellectual, |anguage, physical
31| and social devel opnent, thus nmaximnzing the children's overal
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progress during the first 3 years of life, laying the
foundation for future school success, and mnimzing the
devel opnent of disabilities and devel opnental probl ens which
interfere with | earning.

(2) PROGRAM --There is hereby created the Florida
First Start Programfor children frombirth to 3 years of age
and their parents. The program nust be admi ni stered,
i mpl erent ed, and conducted by | ocal school readi ness
coal i ti ons seheot—distri+ets pursuant to the approved schoo
r eadi ness pl an a—ptan—devetoped—and—approved—as—providetd—in
thi-s—seetion.

(3) PLAN.--Each | ocal school readiness coalition board

may i ncl ude the submt—to—theCommsstoener—of—FEducation—aptan
fer—condueting—a Florida First Start Programin its schoo
readi ness plan. Each—ptan—antd—subseguent—anended—pran—shatt+
I I I L . T r . .
r . L I it I . i shed
ptt-stant—to—s—2362305—and—the—tnteragency—Prekindergarten
L N hDi-sabiHti-es- ket I

by—the—ecommssiener—If a | ocal dist+riet school readiness
coalition's board~s plan includes a Florida First Start

Program it nust be designed to serve children frombirth to 3

years of age who are disabled or at risk of future schoo
failure and to serve their parents. For the purposes of this
section, the term"children with disabilities or at risk of
future school failure" includes any child who has one or nore
of the characteristics described in s. 411.202(9).

(4) PLAN APPROVAL. --To be considered for approval
each plan, or anmendnent to a plan, nust be based on current
research findings regarding the growth and devel opnent of
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1| infants and young children and nust include the foll ow ng

2 | program conponents:

3 (a) The establishnent of parent resource centers

4| located in the area served by the coalition neirghborhood

5| sehoots. Parent resource centers nmay be established in

6 | cooperation with and jointly funded t hrough the community

7 | education program established pursuant to s. 239.401

8 (f) Assurances that each coalition sehoot parent

9| resource center shall be staffed by a coordinator trained in
10 | parent education and hol ding a bachel or's degree from an

11| accredited institution with a major in early chil dhood

12 | education, child devel opnent, child psychol ogy, hone

13 | econonmics, social work, or nursing.

14 (g) A nethod for training parent educators and for

15| recruiting parent educators fromanong the famlies in the

16 | coalition's seheol—s attendance zone. Training for parent

17 | educators shall include, but not be linmted to, child growh
18 | and devel opnent, health, safety, nutrition, identifying and
19 | reporting child abuse and negl ect, devel opnentally appropriate
20| activities for young children, and avoi dance of i ncone-based,
21 | race-based, and gender-based stereotyping.

22 (h) An inservice staff devel opnent conponent,

23 | including arrangenents for staff access to child devel opnent
24 | associate certificate training or its equival ent and;

25| coordination with | ocal teacher education centers established
26 | under s. 231. 603;—ant—ntegration—w-th—dr-striet—master

27 | raservice—prans—treguired—under—s—236-08%t.

28 (i) Coordination with other school readi ness distriet
29 | prekindergarten—earty—intervention prograns and ot her prograns
30 | serving preschool children and their famlies.

31
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1 (5) EVALUATION. --Each | ocal school readiness coalition
2 | di-striet shall conduct an eval uation of the effectiveness of

3| the program This evaluation nust include assessnent of the

4| children's behavior, growth and devel opnent, and achi evenent;
5| the parents' success in neeting their own goals for education
6 | and sel f-sufficiency; and the parents' continued invol venent

7| with the education of their children. The results of this

8 | evaluati on nust be naintained by the | ocal school readi ness

9| coalition ¢istr+i+et and nade available to the public upon

10 | request.

11 (6) MONI TORI NG AND TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE. - - The Fl ori da
12 | Partnership for School Readiness, with the assistance of the
13 | Agency for Workforce | nnovation, eemi-sstener shall nonitor

14 | each | ocal distriet programat |east annually to deternine

15| conpliance with the coalition distriet plan and t he provisions
16 | of this section. The agency departwent shall devel op nanual s
17 | and gui delines for the devel opnent of coalition d¢-striet pl ans
18 | and shall provide technical assistance to ensure that each

19 | coalition ¢ist+iet program nai ntai ns hi gh standards of quality
20 | and effectiveness. The partnership departrnent shall identify
21 | exenplary prograns in the state to serve as nodel Florida

22| First Start Prograns and shall dissem nate information on

23 | these prograns to all coalitions distriets.

24 (7) ANNUAL REPORT. --Each | ocal ¢ist+riet schoo

25 | readi ness coalition beard that inplements a programunder this
26 | section shall include informati on about the programin itsy
27 | wrth—the—asststance—of—the—distret—interagency—coordirhating
28 | eouneirt—on—earty—echitdhood—services—subii-t—an annual report
29 | ef—+ts—programto the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness
30 | eormmi-sstoner. The report nust describe the overall program
31| operations, activities of the district interagency
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coordi nating council, expenditures, the nunber of children
served, staff training and qualifications, and eval uation
findi ngs.

(8) {9 FUNDI NG --Funding for the Florida First Start
Program nust be deternmined annually in the General

Appropri ations Act.

Section 6. Section 230.2305, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.53, Florida Statutes, and anended to
read:

412.53 2362365 Prekindergarten early intervention
program - -

(1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT; PURPCSE. - - The Legi sl ature
recogni zes that high-quality prekindergarten education
prograns increase children's chances of achieving future
educati onal success and becom ng productive nenbers of
society. It is the intent of the Legislature that such
prograns be devel opnental, serve as preventive neasures for
children at risk of future school failure, enhance the
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1| educational readiness of all children, and support fanmly

2 | education and the invol venent of parents in their child's

3 | educational progress. FEach prekindergarten early intervention
4 | program shall provide the el enents necessary to prepare

5] children for school, including health screening and referra
6 | and a devel opnental | y appropriate educational program and

7 | opportunities for parental involvenent in the program It is
8| the legislative intent that the prekindergarten early

9| intervention programnot exist as an isolated program but

10 | build upon existing services and work in cooperation with

11 | other prograns for young children. It is intended that

12 | procedures such as, but not limted to, contracting,

13 | coll ocation, nmminstream ng, and cooperative funding be used to
14 | coordinate the programw th | ocal school readi ness coalitions,
15| Head Start, public and private providers of child care,

16 | preschool prograns for children with disabilities, prograns
17 | for migrant children, Chapter |, subsidized child care, adult
18 | literacy prograns, and other services. tH—is—further—the

19 | intent—ef—thetegistature—that—theConm-ssioner—of—Education
20 | seek—the—advrice—of—the—Seeretary—of—Chitdren—andtamty

21 | Services—i+nthe—developrent—antd—i+nptenrentation—of—the

22 | prekindergarten—earty—interventi-onprogramand—the

23 | eoordination—of—serviees—to—young—chitdren— The purpose of

24 | the prekindergarten early intervention programis to assi st
25| local communities in inplenenting prograns that will enable
26| all the famlies and children in the coalition service area
27 | schoot—dist+iet to be prepared for the children's success in
28 | school

29 (2) ELIGBILITY.--There is hereby created the

30 | prekindergarten early intervention programfor children who
31| are 3 and 4 years of age. A prekindergarten early
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i ntervention program shaH—be—atmnisteretd—by—a—distriet
sehoot—board—and shall receive state funds pursuant to

subsection (6). Each—pubtHec—sechool—distriet—shatt—rake

(a) At least 75 percent of the children projected to
be served by—the—distriet—program shall be economically
di sadvant aged 4-year-old children of working parents,
including migrant children or children whose parents
participate in the welfare transition program Oher children
projected to be served by—the—distriet—program may i ncl ude any
of the following up to a nmaxi num of 25 percent of the total
nunber of children served:

1. Three-year-old and four-year-old children who—are
referredtothe—school—systemwho—ray not—be—econom—catty
di-sadvantaged—but who are abused, prenatally exposed to
al cohol or harnful drugs, or fromfoster hones, or who are
marginal in terms of Exceptional Student Education placenent,
but who are not necessarily econonically di sadvant aged.

2. Three-year-old enit+dren and four-year-old children
who—ray—not—be—economcaHy—disadvantaged—but who are eligible

students with disabilities and served in an exceptiona

student education programw th required special services,
ai ds, or equipnent, but who are not necessarily economcally
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3 ot e I I hi-p—whiel . I

4 | tesser—These—students—wi-th—di-sabitties—shatt—be—counted

5 | teward—the25-percent—student—tmt—based—onrntuHH—ti+e

6 | egui-valent—student—renbershipftunded—part—time—-by

7 | prekindergarten—earty—intervention—program-funds. Al so,

8| 3-year-old or 4-year-old eligible students with disabilities
9| who are reported for funding in the K-12 Florida Education

10 | Finance Programin an exceptional student education program as
11| provided in s. 236.081(1)(c) nay be nmainstreaned in the

12 | prekindergarten early intervention programif such programmi ng
13 ) is reflected in the student's individual educational plan; if
14 | required special services, aids, or equipnent are provided;

15) and if there is no operational cost to prekindergarten early
16 | intervention program funds. Exceptional education students
17 | who are reported for nmaxi num K-12 Flori da Educati on Fi nance
18 | Program fundi ng and who are not reported for early

19 | intervention funding shall not count against the 75-percent or
20 | 25-percent student linit as stated in this paragraph

21 3. Econonically disadvantaged 3-year-old children

22 4. Econonically di sadvantaged children, children with
23| disabilities, and children at risk of future school failure,
24 | frombirth to age four, who are served at hone through hone
25| visitor prograns and intensive parent education prograns such
26 | as the Florida First Start Program

27 5. Children who neet federal and state requirenents
28 | for eligibility for the mgrant preschool program but who do
29 | not neet the criteria of "econonically disadvantaged" as

30 | defined in paragraph (b), who shall not pay a fee.

31
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6. After the groups listed in subparagraphs 1., 2.
3., and 4. have been served, 3-year-old and 4-year-old
children who are not econom cally di sadvantaged and for whom a
fee is paid for the children's participation

(b) An "econom cally disadvantaged" child shall be
defined as a child eligible to participate in the free |unch
program Notwi thstanding any change in a fanmly's econonic
status or in the federal eligibility requirenents for free
lunch, a child who neets the eligibility requirenents upon

initial registration for the programshall be consi dered
eligible until the child reaches kindergarten age. t+na—order

F i | ekt .
(3) STANDARDS. - -
(a) Publicly supported preschool prograns, including
preki ndergarten early intervention, subsidized child care,
46
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teen parent prograns, Head Start, nigrant prograns, and
Chapter | prograns shall enploy a sinplified point of entry to
the child care services systemin every community. These
prograns shall share the waiting lists for unserved children
in the coommunity so that a count of eligible children is
mai nt ai ned w thout duplications.

(b) The Florida Partnership for School Readiness, in

cooperation with the Departnent of Education and the

Departnment of Children and Family Services and-in
consultation with the Legislature, shall develop a m ni mum set
of performance standards for publicly funded early education
and child care prograns and a nethod for neasuring the
progress of |ocal school districts and central agencies in
neeting a desired set of outconmes based on these perfornmance
neasures. The defined outcones nust be consistent with the
state's first education goal, readiness to start school, and
nmust al so consi der efficiency measures such as the enpl oynent
of a sinplified point of entry to the child care services
system coordi nated staff devel opnent prograns, and ot her
efforts within the state to increase the opportunity for

wel fare recipients to becone self-sufficient. Perfornmance
standards shall be devel oped for all |evels of adninistration
of the programs, including individual prograns and providers,
and nmust incorporate appropriate expectations for the type of
program and the setting in which care is provided.

(c) The programcurricul um nust be devel opnental ly
appropriate according to current nationally recogni zed
reconmendations for high-quality prekindergarten prograns.

(d) A local school readiness coalition shall Seheot

th—st+i+ets—+ay establish a sliding fee scale for participants.
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1 (e) The ratio of direct instructional staff to

2| children nust be 1 adult to 10 children, or a lower ratio.

3] Upon witten request froma | ocal school readiness coalition
4 | gistri+et, the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness

5 | eerm-ssionrer nay grant permission for a ratio of up to 1 adult
6| to 15 children for individual schools or centers for which a
71 1-to-10 ratio is woutd not be feasible.

8 (f) Al staff nust neet the follow ng m ni mum

9 | requirenents:

10 1. The mininumlevel of training is to be the

11 | conpletion of a 30-cl ock-hour training course planned jointly
12 | by the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,the

13 | Departnent of Education, and the Department of Children and

14 | Fanily Services to include the follow ng areas: state and

15| local rules that govern child care, health, safety, and

16 | nutrition; identification and reporting report of child abuse
17 | and neglect; child growth and devel opnent; use of

18 | devel opnental ly appropriate early childhood curricula; and

19 | avoi dance of incone-based, race-based, and gender-based
20 | stereotyping.
21 2. Wien individual prograns etasstoons are staffed by
22 | certified teachers, those teachers nust be certified for the
23 | appropriate grade | evels under s. 231.17 and State Board of
24 | Education rules. Teachers who are not certified for the
25 | appropriate grade | evels nust obtain proper certification
26 | within 2 years. However, the conmi ssioner may nmake an
27 | exception on an individual basis when the requirenents are not
28 | net because of serious illness, injury, or other
29 | extraordi nary, extenuating circunstance.
30 3. Wien individual prograns etasstoons are staffed by
31| noncertified teachers, there nust be a programdirector or
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| ead teacher who is eligible for certification or certified
for the appropriate grade |l evels pursuant to s. 231.17 and
State Board of Education rules in regularly schedul ed direct
contact with each classroom Notwithstanding s. 231.15, such
cl assroons nmust be staffed by at | east one person who has, at
a minimum a child devel opnent associate credential (CDA) or
an anount of training deternmined by the comi ssioner to be
equivalent to or to exceed the mininmm such as an associate
in science degree in the area of early childhood education

4. Prinetpats—antd—other—schoot—di-st+r+et Adninistrative
and supervi sory personnel with direct responsibility for the
program nust denonstrate know edge of prekindergarten
education prograns that increase children's chances of
achi eving future educational success and beconi ng productive
nmenbers of society in a manner established by the State Board
of Education by rule.

5. Al personnel who are not certified under s. 231.17
nmust conply with screening requirenments under s. 231.02.

(g) Student participation nust be contingent upon
parental involvenent. The parental involvenent activities
integral to the program nust include programsite-based
parental activities designed to fully involve parents in the
program and may include parenting education, home visitation
vist+toer activities, famly support services coordination, and
ot her activities.

(h) Services are to be provided during a school day
and school year equal to or exceeding the requirenents for
ki ndergarten under ss. 228.041 and 236.013. Strategies to
provide care before school, after school, and 12 nonths a
year, when needed, nust be devel oped by the | ocal schoo

coal i ti on distret—in—cooperation—w-th—the—central—agency—for
49

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 977
583-223-01

(i) ) Parents must be provided an option regarding a

child's participation at a school -based site or anbng
contracted sites, when such an option is appropriate and
within the coalition service area schoel—dist+riet. The |ocal
school readi ness coalition distriet may consider availability

of sites, transportation, staffing ratios, costs, and other
factors in deternmining the assignnent and setting coalition
eh—st+i+et gui del i nes. Parents may request and be assigned a
site other than one first assigned by the coalition distriet,
provided the parents pay the cost of transporting the child to
the site of the parents' choice.

(j) k) The local school readiness coalition or its
desi ghee dist+iet nust ecoordinate—w-th—the—central—agency—for
state-substdi-zed—chitd—care—or—thetocal——servicedistriet—of
the—Dbepartrent—of—Chitdren—and—+anmty—Services—to verify

famly participation in the welfare transition program thus

ensuring accurate reporting and full utilization of federa
50
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funds available through the Fanily Support Act —ant—foer—the
, . ' o - ey - v F
i | ekt I N
(4) EVALUATION. --Each | ocal school readiness coalition
ehi-—st+i+et shall conduct an evaluation of the effectiveness of

the prekindergarten early intervention program This
eval uation shall include neasures of the follow ng:

(a) The children's achi evenent as neasured by
assessnents upon entry into the program and upon conpl etion of
t he program and

(b) The children's readi ness for kindergarten as
neasured by the instrunent the district uses to assess the
school readiness of all children entering kindergarten. The
results of this evaluation nust be nmintained by the Florida
Partnership for School Readi ness seheol—distriet and nade
avail able to the public upon request.

(5) ANNUAL REPORT. --Each | ocal school readi ness
coalition that inplenents a prekindergarten early intervention

program under this section shall subnit an annual report of
its programto the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness
r . . " . g I it I
serviees. The report nust describe the overall program
operations; attivities—ef—the—distriect—interageney

r . L I it I . ;

expendi tures; the nunber of students served; ratio of staff to

children; staff qualifications; evaluation findings, including
identification of program conponents that were nost
successful; and other information required by the partnership
L I » L
(6) FUNDI NG - -
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(a) This section shall be inplenmented only to the
extent that funding is available. State funds appropriated
for the prekindergarten early intervention programnay not be
used for the construction of new facilities, the
transportati on of students, or the purchase of buses, but may
be used for educational field trips which enhance the
curricul um

1. At least 70 percent of the total funds allocated to
each school readiness coalition under this section nust be
used for inplenenting and conducting a prekindergarten early
i ntervention programor contracting with other public or
nonpublic entities for prograns to serve eligible children
The maxi mum anount to be spent per child for this purpose is
to be designated annually by the Florida Partnership for
School Readi ness.

2. No nore than 30 percent of the funds allocated to
each school readiness coalition under this section may be used
to enhance existing public and nonpublic prograns for eligible
children, to provide before-school and after-school care for
children served under this section, to renpdel or renovate
existing facilities under chapter 235, to | ease or
| ease-purchase facilities, to purchase classroom equi pnent to
allow the inplenmentation of the prekindergarten early
intervention program and to provide training for program
teachers and adm ni strative personnel

3. Funds may al so be used pursuant to subparagraphs 1
and 2. to provide the prekindergarten early intervention
program for nore than 180 school days.

(b) A mininmumgrant for each school readiness
coalition is to be determined annually by the Florida
Part nership for School Readiness. The funds remaining after
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1| allocating the m ninmumgrants nust be prorated based on an

2| allocation factor for each coalition and nust be added to each
3| coalition's mninmumgrant. The allocation factor is to be

4| calculated as foll ows:

5

6| Coalition percentage School district

7| of state 3-year-old x 1/4 +per cent age x 34

8| and 4-year-old of state total free

9| children | unches served

10

11 | The cal cul ation of each coalition's allocation factor is to be
12 | based upon the official estimate of the total nunber of

13| 3-year-old and 4-year-old children by the school district or
14 | districts in the coalition's service area and the official

15| record of the Departnment of Education for K-12 student total
16 | free lunches served by the school district for the prior

17 | fiscal year. Foer—thetiscal—year—begraning—Juy—1—2000

i
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Section 7. Section 230.2306, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.54, Florida Statutes, and anended to

r ead:

412.54 2362366 Prekindergarten children service needs
assessnents; reports; reasonable efforts by |ocal schoo
readi ness coalition eist+riet. --

(1) 1In each coalition service area eeunty, the |ocal
school readi ness coalition distret—sechool—board—the—central
it i I I .

o F hool . . . h

r . . r . L i shed I .
236—2365-shal | :
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(a) Assess the service needs of all preschool children
who are eligible for school readi ness services stbstdized
ehitd——care to identify those who require services beyond the
current 6-hour, 180-day preki ndergarten program

(b) Deternine how many children are eligible for
school readi ness prograns for 3-year-olds and 4-year-ol ds
prekindergarten—prograns, but are not enrolled because the
hours of availability do not neet the fanmly's need.

(2) Each |ocal school readiness coalition pubb—e
sehool—di-st+iet shall make reasonable efforts to accommodat e
the needs of children for extended day and extended year

services wi thout conpronmising the quality of the 6-hour
180- day program Fhe—schoot—dist+riet—shatH—report—on—stuch
efforts—inthereport—submtted—under—thi-s—seetion—

Section 8. Paragraph (f) of subsection (4) of section
240.529, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

240.529 Public accountability and state approval for
t eacher preparation prograns. --

(4) CONTI NUED PROGRAM APPROVAL. - - Not wi t hst andi ng
subsection (3), failure by a public or nonpublic teacher
preparation programto neet the criteria for continued program
approval shall result in |oss of program approval. The
Departnent of Education, in collaboration with the departnents
and col | eges of education, shall devel op procedures for
conti nued program approval which docunent the continuous
i mprovenent of program processes and graduates' perfornance.

(f)1. Beginnng—wth—the 20002001 —=acadenec—year—Each
Florida public and private institution that offers a
st at e- approved teacher preparation program nust annually
report information regarding these prograns to the state and
the general public. This information shall be reported in a
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uni form and conprehensi bl e manner that conforns with
definitions and net hods proposed by the Education Standards
Conmmi ssion, that is consistent with definitions and net hods
approved by the Conmi ssioner of the National Center for
Educational Statistics, and that is approved by the State
Board of Education. Beginning with the 2001-2002 acadenic
year, this information nust include, at a nininum

a. The percent of graduates obtaining full-tinme
teaching enploynent within the first year of graduation

b. The average |l ength of stay of graduates in their
full-tine teaching positions.

c. Satisfaction ratings required in paragraph (e).

2. Beginning with the 2001-2002 acadeni c year, each
public and private institution offering training for schoo
readi ness-rel ated professions, including training in the
fields of child care and early chil dhood educati on, whether
of fering vocational credit, associate in science degree
prograns, or associate in arts degree prograns, shall annually
report information regarding these prograns to the state and
the general public in a uniformand conprehensi bl e manner that
conforns with definitions and nethods proposed by the
Educati on St andards Conmission. This information nust include,
at a mni mum

a. Average length of stay of graduates in their
positions.

b. Satisfaction ratings of graduates' enployers.

This information shall be reported through publications,

i ncluding college and university catal ogs and pronotiona

materials sent to potential applicants, secondary schoo

gui dance counsel ors, local school readiness coalitions, the
57

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 977
583-223-01

Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness, and prospective

enpl oyers of the institution's program graduates.

Section 9. Section 402.25, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.55, Florida Statutes.

Section 10. Section 402.27, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.551, Florida Statutes, and anended

to read:
412.551 46227 Child care and early chil dhood resource
and referral.--The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness

Pepartrwent—of—Chitdren—and—+amt+y—Services shall establish a

statewi de child care resource and referral network. Loca

school readi ness coalitions shall select the local child care

resource and referral provider to neet network data

requi rements by July 1, 2002. Preference—shatt—begi-ven—to

ustrg—the—at+ready—estabt-shed—ecentral—agencires—{for—substdized

fer—proposal—At—t+east—one Child care resource and referra

servi ce agenci es ageriey nust be established by i each | oca

school readi ness coalition dgistret—of—the—departrent, but no

nore than one may be established in any coalition service area

eounty. Child care resource and referral service agencies
shal | provide the follow ng services:

(1) Ildentification of existing public and private
child care and early chil dhood education services, including
child care services by public and private enployers, and the
devel opnent of a resource file of those services. These
services may include fanmly day care, public and private child
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1| care prograns, head start, prekindergarten early intervention
2 | prograns, special education prograns for prekindergarten

3 | handi capped children, services for children with devel opnent al
4| disabilities, full-tinme and part-tine prograns, before-schoo
5| and after-school prograns, vacation care prograns, parent

6 | education, the welfare transition WAGES program and rel ated
7| famly support services. The resource file shall include, but
8| not be linmted to:

9 (a) Type of program

10 (b) Hours of service.

11 (c) Ages of children served.

12 (d) Nunber of children served.

13 (e) Significant program i nformtion

14 (f) Fees and eligibility for services.

15 (g) Availability of transportation

16 (2) The establishnent of a referral process which

17 | responds to parental need for information and which is

18 | provided with full recognition of the confidentiality rights
19 | of parents. Resource and referral prograns shall make
20| referrals to licensed child care facilities. Referrals shal
21| be made to an unlicensed child care facility or arrangenent
22|l only if there is no requirenent that the facility or
23 | arrangenent be licensed.
24 (3) Maintenance of ongoi ng docurentation of requests
25| for service tabulated through the internal referral process.
26 | The foll owi ng docunentati on of requests for service shall be
27 | maintained by all child care resource and referral agenci es:
28 (a) Nunber of calls and contacts to the child care
29 | information and referral agency conponent by type of service
30 | request ed.
31 (b) Ages of children for whom service was requested
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1 (c) Tinme category of child care requests for each

2| child.

3 (d) Special tinme category, such as nights, weekends,
4 | and swing shift.

5 (e) Reason that the child care is needed.

6 (f) Nane of the enployer and prinmary focus of the

7 | busi ness.

8 (4) Provision of technical assistance to existing and
9| potential providers of child care services. This assistance
10 | may i ncl ude:

11 (a) Information on initiating new child care services,
12 | zoni ng, and program and budget devel opnent and assi stance in
13| finding such information from ot her sources.

14 (b) Information and resources which hel p existing

15| child care services providers to naxim ze their ability to
16 | serve children and parents in their comunity.

17 (c) Information and incentives which could help

18 | existing or planned child care services offered by public or
19 | private enpl oyers seeking to naxinize their ability to serve
20| the children of their working parent enployees in their
21| community, through contractual or other funding arrangenents
22 | with busi nesses.
23 (5) Assistance to famlies and enployers in applying
24 | for various sources of subsidy including, but not limted to,
25 | subsi di zed child care, head start, prekindergarten early
26 | intervention prograns, tenporary assi stance for needy fanmlies
27 | Project—Itndependence, private schol arships, and the federa
28 | dependent care tax credit.
29 (6) Assistance to state agencies in determining the
30| market rate for child care
31
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1 (7) Assistance in negotiating discounts or other

2 | special arrangenents with child care providers.

3 (8) Information and assi stance regardi ng to—t+oecal

4 | interagency——counci-s—coordinating services for prekindergarten
5 | handi capped children

6 (9) Assistance to families in identifying sumrer

7 | recreation canp and summer day canp prograns and in eval uating
8| the health and safety qualities of sumer recreation canp and
9 | sumrer day canp prograns and in evaluating the health and

10 | safety qualities of sumrer canp prograns. Contingent upon

11 | specific appropriation, a checklist of inportant health and
12 | safety qualities that parents can use to choose their sumrer
13 | canp prograns shall be devel oped and distributed in a manner
14 | that will reach parents interested in such progranms for their
15 | chil dren.

16 (10) A child care facility licensed under s. 412.57
17 | 462365 and licensed and regi stered fanily day care hones nust
18 | provide the statewide child care and resource and referra

19 | agencies with the follow ng informati on annual lvy:

20 (a) Type of program

21 (b) Hours of service.

22 (c) Ages of children served.

23 (d) Fees and eligibility for services.

24 Section 11. Section 402.28, Florida Statutes, is

25 | repeal ed

26 Section 12. Section 402.281, Florida Statutes, is

27 | renunbered as section 412.553, Florida Statutes, and

28 | subsections (1) and (3) of said section are anended to read:
29 412.553 46228 Cold Seal Quality Care program --

30 (1) Aspart—of—theCotdSeal—Cuati-ty—Careprogram-The
31| Florida Partnership for School Readi ness departwent shal
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1| devel op a three-—tiered quality rating systemfor schoo

2 | readi ness prograns. A Gold Seal Quality Care designation shal
3 | be subsia | ekt d _ ith-the—hidl ¥

4 | rating given to qualified child care providers who—+ecerve—the
5 | Gotd—Seal—Cuatty—Care—designration pursuant to this section
6 (3) In developing the Gold Seal Quality Care program
7 | standards, the partnership depart+vent shall consult with the
8 | Departnent of Education, the Florida Head Start Directors

9 | Association, the Florida Association of Child Care Managenent,
10| the Florida Fam |y Day Care Association, the Florida

11| Children's Forum the—State—Coordinating—Counci-—For—School
12 | Readiness—Progransthe Early Chil dhood Associ ati on of

13| Florida, the National Association for Child Devel oprnent

14 | Education, providers receiving exenptions under s. 412.68

15 | 462316, and parents, for the purpose of approving the

16 | accrediting associ ati ons.

17 Section 13. Section 402.301, Florida Statutes, is

18 | renunbered as section 412.554, Florida Statutes, and

19 | subsections (1), (5), and (7) of said section are anmended to
20 | read:

21 412.554 46236+ Child care facilities; legislative
22 | intent and declaration of purpose and policy.--It is the

23| legislative intent to protect the health, safety, and

24 | well-being of the children of the state and to pronote their
25| enotional and intellectual devel opment and care. Toward that
26 | end:

27 (1) It is the purpose of ss. 412.554-412.70

28 | 462301462319 to establish statew de nini num standards for
29 | the care and protection of children in child care facilities,
30| to ensure nmi ntenance of these standards, and to approve

31
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county administration and enforcenent to regul ate conditions
in such facilities through a program of |icensing.

(5) It is the further legislative intent that the
freedomof religion of all citizens shall be inviolate.
Not hing in ss. 412.554-412. 70 462361462319 shall give any
governnental agency jurisdiction or authority to regul ate,

supervise, or in any way be involved in any Sunday School
Sabbat h School, or religious services or any nursery service
or other program conducted during religious or church services
primarily for the conveni ence of those attendi ng such
servi ces.

(7) It shall be the policy of the state to encourage
child care providers to serve children with disabilities.
When requested, the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness
and | ocal school readiness coalitions departwent shall provide
techni cal assistance to parents and child care providers in

order to facilitate serving children with disabilities.

Section 14. Section 402.3015, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.555, Florida Statutes, and anended
to read:

412. 555 4623615 Subsidized child care program
purpose; fees; contracts. --

(1) The purpose of the subsidized child care program
is to provide quality child care to enhance the devel opnent,
i ncludi ng | anguage, cognitive, notor, social, and self-help
skills of children who are at risk of abuse or neglect and
children of lowincone fanilies, and to pronote financi al
self-sufficiency and life skills for the fanilies of these
children, unless prohibited by federal law. Priority for
participation in the subsidized child care program shall be
accorded to children under 13 years of age who are:
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(a) Deternmined to be at risk of abuse, neglect, or
exploitation and who are currently clients of the departrent—s
Fam |y Safety Program of the Departnent of Children and Fanmily
Servi ces &fiee

(b) Children at risk of welfare dependency, including

children of participants in the welfare transition program
children of mgrant farmwrkers, children of teen parents, and
children fromother fanilies at risk of welfare dependency ¢ue
to—atamty—i+neconre—of—tess—than—100-—percent—of—thefederal
poverty—tevet;

(c) Children of working famlies whose fanmly incone
is equal to or greater than 100 percent, but does not exceed
150 percent, of the federal poverty level. The Florida
Partnership for School Readi ness depart+ent nay extend
eligibility to children of working famlies who are currently

in subsidized child care and whose fanily i ncone does not
exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty |evel;

(d) Children of working fanmlies enrolled in the Child
Care Executive Partnership Program whose fanily incone does
not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty level; and

(e) Children of working famlies who participate in
the diversion programto strengthen Florida's famlies under
s. 445.018.

(2) To the extent resources are avail able, each child
inafanmly that is eligible nmay participate in the subsidized
child care program

(3) Transitional child care shall be available for up
to 2 years after eligibility for the welfare transiti on WAGES

program ends, at which tinme child care may conti nue under
paragraph (1) (b) or paragraph (1)(c), as applicable.
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1 t4H—A—chitd—who—is—etgible—for—chitd—care—under—this
2 | seetion—rmay—continve—topartiecipate—in—thesubsidirzed—chitd

3 | eare—program—i+f—thefamtysincore—doesnoet—exceed—185

4 | perecent—of—theftederal—poverty—tevet—

5 t5—The—departrent—shatt—estabtish—afee—schedute—for
6 | partieirpants—in—the—subsidized—chi-td—ecareprogram—Thefee

7 | sehedute—rust—bebased—onrn—the—total—inconre—ofthefamty—FEach
8 | partieirpating—famty—shaH—cont+ributeto—the—ecost—of—chit+d

9 | eare—untess—prohibitedbyfedera—taw-

10 (4)t6)y(a) Child care services, unless directly

11 | operated by a community child care coordinating agency, shal
12 | be provided under a service agreenent or by voucher, which

13 | ensures, to the maxi mum extent possible, parental choice

14 | through flexibility in child care arrangenents and paynent

15 | arrangenents. \Wen used, a voucher nust bear the name of the
16 | beneficiary and the child care provider and, when redeened,

17 | nust bear the signature of both the beneficiary and an

18 | aut hori zed representative of the child care provider. If it is
19 | deternmined that a child care provider has provided any cash to
20| the beneficiary in return for receiving the voucher, the

21| license for each child care facility operated by the provider
22 | shall be inmrediately revoked and any facility operated by the
23| provider is ineligible for relicensure for 3 years. Wether or
24 | not the provider is |licensed, the Agency for Wrkforce

25 | I nnovati on departwent shall refer the matter to the Departnent
26 | of Law Enforcenent for investigation

27 (b) Local school readiness coalitions or their

28 | desi gnees The—comuntty—chitd—care—coordinating—ageney shal

29 | nonitor child care providers to ensure that appropriate

30 | services are provided.

31
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(c) Public funds may not be expended to a provider
unl ess the provider agrees to allow the |ocal school readi ness

coalition or its desi gnee econmunity—chitd—ecare—coordinating

agenecy access to fulfill its nonitoring requirenents.

(d) Alicensed child care facility that provides
contracted services under the subsidized child care program
nmust provide at |east 10 hours of child care each day, 261
days per year, excluding approved hol i days.

(e) The Division of R sk Managenent of the Departnent
of Insurance shall provide coverage through the Agency for
Wor kf orce | nnovati on departwent to coalitions and the
community child care coordinating agencies for the subsidized

child care program The coverage shall be provided fromthe
general liability account of the State Ri sk Managenent Trust
Fund, and the coverage shall be primary. The coverage is
limted to general liability clains arising fromthe
managenent of the subsidized child care program under a
contract with the agency departaent and under gui delines
establ i shed through policy, rule, or Iaw. Coverage shall be
limted as provided in ss. 284.38 and 284. 385, and the

excl usions set forth therein, together with other exclusions
that are set forth in the certificate of coverage issued by
the trust fund, shall apply. A local school readi ness

coalition or its desi gnee econmunity—chitd—ecare—coordinating

agenrey covered under the general liability account pursuant to

this paragraph shall imediately notify the Division of Risk
Managenent of the Departnent of Insurance of any potential or
actual claim
(5)¢t#- To the extent funds are available, |ocal schoo
readi ness coalitions with approved pl ans the—departwent shal
contract for support services for children who—are—ectHents—of
66
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hed o chitd . . ' who

participate in the subsidized child care program Support
services shall include, but need not be limted to,
transportation, child devel opnent prograns, child nutrition
services, and parent training and famly counseling
activities.

(6) 8y The |l ocal school readiness coalitions eoffurity
chitd—care—coordinating—agencetes shall assist participants in

the welfare transition programand forner participants of the

programwho are eligible for subsidized child care in
devel opi ng cooperative child care arrangenents wher eby
partici pants support and assi st one another in neeting child

care needs at mninmal cost to the individual participant.
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(7) 8y Afamily that is eligible to participate in
t he subsidized child care program shall be considered a needy

fam ly for purposes of the program funded through the federal
Tenporary Assi stance for Needy Fanmilies (TANF) block grant, to
the extent pernitted by the appropriation of funds.

(8) £ty The individual records of children enrolled in
subsi di zed child-care prograns are confidential and are exenpt
fromthe provisions of s. 119.07 and s. 24(a), Art. | of the
State Constitution. For the purposes of this subsection,
records include assessnent data, health data, records of
t eacher observations, and identifying data, including the
child's social security nunber. A parent, guardian, or
i ndi vidual acting as a parent in the absence of a parent or
guardi an, has the right to inspect and review the individua
subsi di zed chil d-care record of his or her child and to obtain
a copy of the record. The school readiness coalition and the
Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness shall have access to
i ndi vidual children's records necessary to carry out their
assi gned duties under ss. 216.136 and 412.51 43+6%. This
exenption is subject to the Open Governnent Sunset Revi ew Act
of 1995 in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand repeal ed
on Cctober 2, 2005, unless reviewed and saved fromrepea
t hrough reenactnent by the Legislature.

Section 15. Section 402.3016, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.556, Florida Statutes.

Section 16. Section 402.3017, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.557, Florida Statutes, and

subsections (2) and (3) of said section are anended to read:
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412. 557 462-361+7 Teacher Education and Conpensation
Hel ps (TEACH) schol arship program - -
(2) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness

Bepartrent—of —Chitdren—and—tFanty—Serviees i s authorized to

contract for the adnministration of the Teacher Educati on and

Conpensation Hel ps (TEACH) schol arshi p program which provides
educati onal schol arships to caregivers and adnini strators of
early chil dhood prograns, fam |y day care hones, and | arge
famly child care hones.

(3) The partnership departrrent shall adopt rules as
necessary to inplenent this section

Section 17. Section 402.3018, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.558, Florida Statutes, and
subsections (1), (3), and (4) of said section are anended to
read:

412. 558 40623618 Consultation to child care centers
and fanmly day care hones regardi ng heal th, devel opnental
disability, and special needs issues.--

(1) Contingent upon specific appropriations, the
Fl orida Partnership for School Readi ness, through the Agency
for Workforce | nnovation, departwent is directed to contract
with the statewi de resource information and referral agency

for a statewide toll-free Warm Line for the purpose of
provi di ng assi stance and consultation to child care centers
and fanmly day care hones regardi ng heal th, devel opnental
disability, and special needs issues of the children they are
serving, particularly children with disabilities and other
speci al needs.

(3) The partnership departrent shall informchild care
centers and fam|ly day care hones of the availability of this
service, on an annual basis.
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1 (4) Contingent upon specific appropriations, the

2 | partnershi p departwent shall expand or contract for the

3 | expansion of the Warm Line fromone statewide site to one

4| WarmLine site in each | ocal school readiness coalition

5| service area ehitd—care+esourece—antd+eferral—agency——region
6 Section 18. Section 402.302, Florida Statutes, is

7 | renunbered as section 412.56, Florida Statutes, and anended to
8 | read:

9 412.56 4062362 Definitions.--As used in this chapter
10 | the term

11 (1) "Agency" neans the Agency for Wrkforce

12 | I nnovati on.

13 (2)t)y "Child care" neans the care, protection, and

14 | supervision of a child, for a period of |less than 24 hours a
15| day on a regul ar basis, which suppl enents parental care,

16 | enrichnent, and health supervision for the child, in

17 | accordance with his or her individual needs, and for which a
18 | paynent, fee, or grant is made for care.

19 (3)t2)y "Child care facility" includes any child care
20| center or child care arrangenent which provides child care for
21| nore than five children unrelated to the operator and which
22 | receives a paynent, fee, or grant for any of the children
23 | receiving care, wherever operated, and whether or not operated
24 | for profit. The followi ng are not included:
25 (a) Public schools and nonpublic schools and their
26 | integral prograns, except as provided in s. 412.561 462-30625;
27 (b) Summer canps having children in full-tine
28 | resi dence;
29 (c) Sumer day canps;
30 (d) Bible schools normally conducted during vacation
31| periods; and
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(e) Operators of transient establishnents, as defined
in chapter 509, which provide child care services solely for
the guests of their establishnment or resort, provided that al
child care personnel of the establishnent are screened
according to the level 2 screening requirenents of chapter
435.

(4)3) "Child care personnel” neans all owners,
operators, enployees, and volunteers working in a child care
facility. The term does not include persons who work in a
child care facility after hours when children are not present
or parents of children in Head Start. For purposes of
screening, the termincludes any nenber, over the age of 12
years, of a child care facility operator's famly, or person
over the age of 12 years, residing with a child care facility
operator if the child care facility is located in or adjacent
to the hone of the operator or if the famly nenber of, or
person residing with, the child care facility operator has any
direct contact with the children in the facility during its
hours of operation. Menbers of the operator's fanmly or
persons residing with the operator who are between the ages of
12 years and 18 years shall not be required to be
fingerprinted but shall be screened for delingquency records.
For purposes of screening, the termshall also include persons
who work in child care prograns which provide care for
children 15 hours or nore each week in public or nonpublic
school s, sumrer day canps, family day care hones, or those
prograns ot herwi se exenpted under s. 412.68 462-3%6. The term
does not include public or nonpublic school personnel who are
providing care during regular school hours, or after hours for
activities related to a school's program for grades
ki ndergarten through 12 as required under chapter 232. A
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vol unteer who assists on an internmittent basis for |ess than
40 hours per nonth is not included in the term "personnel" for
t he purposes of screening and training, provided that the

vol unteer is under direct and constant supervision by persons
who neet the personnel requirenents of s. 412.57(2)
402-305(2). Students who observe and participate in a child
care facility as a part of their required coursework shall not
be considered child care personnel, provided such observation
and participation are on an internmttent basis and the
students are under direct and constant supervision of child
care personnel

(5) t4)y "Departnment” neans the Department of Children
and Fam |y Services.

(6) 5y "Drop-in child care" means child care provided
occasionally in a child care facility in a shopping nmall or
busi ness establishment where a child is in care for no nore
than a 4-hour period and the parent remains on the premnises of
t he shopping mall or business establishnment at all tines.
Drop-in child care arrangenents shall neet all requirenents
for a child care facility unless specifically exenpted.

(7)t6) "Evening child care" nmeans child care provided
during the evening hours and nmay enconpass the hours of 6:00
p.m to 7:00 a.m to acconmpdate parents who work eveni ngs and
| at e-ni ght shifts.

(8) A "Fanmily day care hone" neans an occupi ed
residence in which child care is regularly provided for
children fromat |least two unrelated fanilies and which
receives a paynent, fee, or grant for any of the children
receiving care, whether or not operated for profit. Afanily
day care hone shall be allowed to provide care for one of the
foll owi ng groups of children, which shall include those
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children under 13 years of age who are related to the
caregi ver:

(a) A maxi mum of four children frombirth to 12 nonths
of age.

(b) A maxi mum of three children frombirth to 12
nmont hs of age, and other children, for a maximumtotal of six
chil dren.

(c) A maxi mum of six preschool children if all are
ol der than 12 nonths of age.

(d) A maxi mumof 10 children if no nore than 5 are
preschool age and, of those 5, no nore than 2 are under 12
nont hs of age.

(9)¢8)y "Large famly child care hone" neans an
occupi ed residence in which child care is regularly provided
for children fromat |east two unrelated famlies, which
receives a paynent, fee, or grant for any of the children
receiving care, whether or not operated for profit, and which
has at least two full-time child care personnel on the
prem ses during the hours of operation. One of the two
full-tinme child care personnel nust be the owner or occupant
of the residence. Alarge famly child care hone nust first
have operated as a licensed famly day care hone for 2 years,
with an operator who has had a child devel opnent associ ate
credential or its equivalent for 1 year, before seeking
licensure as a large famly child care hone. A large famly
child care home shall be allowed to provide care for one of
the followi ng groups of children, which shall include those
chil dren under 13 years of age who are related to the
caregi ver:

(a) A maximumof 8 children frombirth to 24 nonths of
age.
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(b) A maxi mum of 12 children, with no nore than 4
chil dren under 24 nonths of age.

(10) €9 "Indoor recreational facility" neans an indoor
commercial facility which is established for the primary
purpose of entertaining children in a planned fitness
envi ronnent through equi pnent, ganmes, and activities in
conjunction with food service and which provides child care
for a particular child no nore than 4 hours on any one day. An
i ndoor recreational facility nmust be licensed as a child care
facility under s. 412.57 462365, but is exenpt fromthe
m ni nrum out door - squar e- f oot age- per-child requi renent specified
in that section, if the indoor recreational facility has, at a
m ni rum 3,000 square feet of usable indoor floor space.

(11) ¢36) "Local licensing agency" nmeans any agency or
i ndi vi dual designated by the county to license child care
facilities.

(12) (1) "Operator” neans any onsite person ultinmately
responsi ble for the overall operation of a child care
facility, whether or not he or she is the owner or
adm ni strator of such facility.

(13) 32y "Owner" neans the person who is licensed to
operate the child care facility.

(14) "Partnership" neans the Florida Partnership for

School Readi ness.

(15) (33) "Screeni ng" neans the act of assessing the
background of child care personnel and includes, but is not
limted to, enploynent history checks, local crimnal records
checks through | ocal |aw enforcenent agencies, fingerprinting
for all purposes and checks in this subsection, statew de
crimnal records checks through the Departnent of Law
Enforcenent, and federal criminal records checks through the
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Federal Bureau of I|nvestigation; except that screening for

vol unteers included under the definition of personnel includes
only local crimnal records checks through | ocal |aw
enforcenent agencies for current residence and residence

i medi ately prior to enploynent as a volunteer, if different,
and statew de crimnal records correspondence checks through

t he Departnent of Law Enforcenent.

Farmity—Services—
(16) (5 "Substantial conpliance" neans that |evel of

adherence which is sufficient to safeguard the health, safety,

and wel |l -being of all children under care. Substanti al

conpliance is greater than mininmal adherence but not to the

| evel of absol ute adherence. \Where a violation or variation

is identified as the type which inpacts, or can be reasonably

expected within 90 days to inpact, the health, safety, or

wel | -being of a child, there is no substantial conpliance.
(17) ¢36) "Weekend child care" neans child care

provi ded between the hours of 6 p.m on Friday and 6 a.m on

Monday.

Section 19. Section 402.3025, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.561, Florida Statutes, and anended
to read:

412.561 4623625 Public and nonpublic school s. - - For
t he purposes of ss. 412.554-412. 70 462361462319, the
followi ng shall apply:

(1) PUBLIC SCHOOLS. - -

(a) The followi ng prograns for children shall not be

deened to be child care and shall not be subject to the
provisions of ss. 412.554-412. 70 4682-3061+-—402-319:
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1. Prograns for children in 5-year-old kindergarten
and grades one or above.

2. Progranms for children who are at | east 3 years of
age, but who are under 5 years of age, provided the prograns
are operated and staffed directly by the schools and provided
the prograns neet age-appropriate standards as adopted by the
State Board of Education

3. Prograns for children under 3 years of age who are
eligible for participation in the prograns under the existing

or successor provisions of Pub. L. No. 94-142 or Pub. L. No.
99- 457 —ptrovi-ded—theprograns—are—operated—and—stat-fed

Education

(b) The followi ng prograns for children shall be
deened to be child care and shall be subject to the provisions
of ss. 412.554-412. 70 462-3061-4062-319:

1. Prograns for children who are under 5 years of age

when the prograns are not operated and staffed directly by the
school s.

2. Prograns for children under 3 years of age who are
not eligible for participation in the prograns under existing
or successor provisions of Pub. L. No. 94-142 or Pub. L. No.
99- 457.

(c) The agency StateBeoard—of—FEduecation shall adopt
rules to inplenent this subsection, including standards for
prograns in subparagraphs (a)2. and 3., which recogni ze the
vul nerability of children under 5 years of age and nmke
special provisions to ensure their health and safety. Such
rules shall include, but not be limted to, facilities,
personnel staffing and qualifications, transportation, and
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1| health and safety practices. |In preparing such rules, the

2 | agency Comri-sstoner—oef—FEducation shall review the standards

3| already existing in the state and the reconmendati ons of

4 | appropriate professional and accreditati on agenci es.

5 (d) The nonitoring and enforcenent of conpliance with
6 | age-appropri ate standards established by rule of the agency

7 | StateBoard—of—FEduecati+on shall be the responsibility of the

8 | agency bPepartrent—of—Education

9 (2) NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS. - -

10 (a) Prograns for children under 3 years of age shal
11 | be deened to be child care and subject to the provisions of
12 | ss. 412.554-412. 70 462-3061-462-319.

13 (b) Prograns for children in 5-year-old kindergarten
14 | and grades one or above shall not be deened to be child care
15| and shall not be subject to the provisions of ss.

16 | 412.554-412. 70 402-301-402-319.

17 (c) Prograns for children who are at | east 3 years of
18 | age, but under 5 years of age, shall not be deened to be child
19 | care and shall not be subject to the provisions of ss.

20| 412.554-412. 70 4623014062319 relating to child care

21| facilities, provided the prograns in the schools are operated
22 | and staffed directly by the schools, provided a majority of
23| the children enrolled in the schools are 5 years of age or

24 | ol der, and provided there is conpliance with the screening

25| requirenents for personnel pursuant to s. 412.57 462385 or s.
26 | 412.575 462-—3065%. A nonpublic school nay designate certain

27 | prograns as child care, in which case these prograns shall be
28 | subject to the provisions of ss. 412.554-412.70

29 | 462-3061-462-319.

30 (d)1. Prograns for children who are at |least 3 years
31| of age, but under 5 years of age, which are not |icensed under
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ss. 412.554-412. 70 4623061462319 shall substantially conply
with the minimumchild care standards promul gated pursuant to
ss. 412.57-412. 575 4062-305-402-3057.

2. The agency departwent or | ocal |icensing agency
shal | enforce conpliance with such standards, where possible,

to elimnate or minimze duplicative inspections or visits by
staff enforcing the mininumchild care standards and staff
enforcing other standards under the jurisdiction of the agency

departent

3. The agency departwent or | ocal |icensing agency nay
commence and maintain all proper and necessary actions and

proceedings for any or all of the follow ng purposes:

a. To protect the health, sanitation, safety, and
wel | -being of all children under care.

b. To enforce its rules and regul ations.

c. To use corrective action plans, whenever possible,
to attain conpliance prior to the use of nore restrictive
enf orcenent neasures.

d. To nake application for injunction to the proper
circuit court, and the judge of that court shall have
jurisdiction upon hearing and for cause shown to grant a
tenporary or permanent injunction, or both, restraining any
person fromviolating or continuing to violate any of the
provi sions of ss. 412.554-412. 70 462-361+402-319. Any
violation of this section or of the standards applied under
ss. 412.57-412.575 462-365-462-3057 which threatens harmto
any child in the school's prograns for children who are at

| east 3 years of age, but are under 5 years of age, or
repeated violations of this section or the standards under ss.
412.57-412. 575 4823054023657, shall be grounds to seek an
injunction to close a programin a school
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1 e. To inpose an administrative fine, not to exceed

2| $100, for each violation of the minimumchild care standards

3| promul gated pursuant to ss. 412.57-412. 575 462-365462-305%.

4 4. It is a misdeneanor of the first degree, punishable
5] as provided ins. 775.082 or s. 775.083, for any person

6| willfully, knowingly, or intentionally to:

7 a. Fail, by false statenent, m srepresentation

8 | i npersonation, or other fraudul ent neans, to disclose in any

9| required witten docunentation for exclusion fromlicensure

10 | pursuant to this section a naterial fact used in making a

11 | determ nation as to such excl usion; or

12 b. Use information fromthe crimnal records obtained
13 | under s. 412.57 4823065 or s. 412.574 4623655 for any purpose
14 | other than screening that person for enpl oynent as specified
15 ] in those sections or release such information to any other

16 | person for any purpose other than screening for enploynent as
17 | specified in those sections.

18 5. It is a felony of the third degree, punishable as
19 | provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084, for any

20| person willfully, knowingly, or intentionally to use

21| information fromthe juvenile records of any person obtai ned
22 | under s. 412.57 462365 or s. 412.574 4623655 for any purpose
23 | other than screening for enploynent as specified in those

24 | sections or to release information from such records to any

25 | other person for any purpose other than screening for

26 | enpl oynent as specified in those sections.

27 (e) The agency departwent and t he nonpublic schoo

28 | accrediting agencies are encouraged to devel op agreenents to
29 | facilitate the enforcenment of the mninmumchild care standards
30| as they relate to the schools which the agencies accredit.

31
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(3) | NSPECTI ON FEE. - - The agency departwent shal
establish by rule a fee for inspection activities perforned
pursuant to this section, in an anount sufficient to cover
costs. However, the anobunt of such fee for the inspection of
a school shall not exceed the fee inposed for child care
licensure pursuant to s. 412. 567 462-3%15.

Section 20. Section 402.3027, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.562, Florida Statutes, and anended
to read:

412.562 4623627 bservation and assessnent of young
children in school readi ness stubstdized—ehitd—ecare
prograns. - - The partnershi p Bepartrent—ef—Chitdren—andtamty
Serviees is directed to establish a systemfor the behaviora
observati on and devel opnental assessnent of young children in
school readi ness stbsttized—chitd—ecare prograns, to assist in
determ ni ng appropriate devel opnental age |evel, the need for

formal devel opnental assessment, or the need to make referrals
for necessary early intervention prograns and specialized
servi ces.

(1) DEFINTIONS. --

(a) "Developnental assessnent test" neans a
st andar di zed assessnent test designed to identify normal child
devel opnent or devel opnental del ays.

(b) "Devel opnental mlestones" neans behaviors that a
child should be exhibiting by a certain age in the cognitive,
physi cal / psychonot or, and soci al domai ns.

(c) "Devel opnental observation checklist" neans a
behavi oral observation instrunent used to identify
devel opnental mil estones.

(d) "D agnostic assessnents test" neans a test
designed to identify children with specific special needs,
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determ ne the nature of the problem suggest the cause of the
probl em and propose renedi ati on strategies.

(e) "School readiness tests" nmeans tests designed to
assess a child' s level of preparedness for an acadenic
program

(2) PRINCIPLES.--In the devel opnent of a systemfor
t he behavi oral observation and devel opnental assessnent of
young children in subsidized child care, the partnership
depart+went shall adhere to the foll owi ng principles:

(a) Inforned consent of the child' s parent shall be
secured prior to all Level Il and Level |Il assessnents.

(b) Al standardized tests used in early chil dhood
prograns nust be reliable and valid according to the technica
standards of test devel opnent.

(c) It is the responsibility of the program operator
and child care staff to be know edgeabl e regarding child
devel opnent and the use of behavioral observation instrunents.

(d) Standardi zed assessnent tests and di aghostic
assessnents tests shall only be adm nistered by professiona
and trained staff.

(e) Testing of young children nust be conducted by
i ndi vi dual s who are know edgeabl e about and sensitive to the
devel opnental needs of young children and are qualified to
adni ni ster tests.

(f) Parents shall be full partners in the assessnent
process and parent training shall be nade avail abl e.

(3) PROCEDURES. - - The partnership departrent shal
i mpl erent the foll ow ng assessnent procedures for all children
in a subsidized child care arrangenent:

(a) Level | assessnent.--
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1 1. The purpose of Level | assessnent is to identify

2 | and nonitor nornal devel opnent or possi bl e devel opnent al

3 | del ay.

4 2. Al children in care who are between the ages of 1
5| year and 4 years, inclusive, shall be screened every 6 nonths
6 | using a partnership-approved departrent—apptoved devel opnent al
7 | observation checkli st.

8 3. The results indicated by the checklist shall be

9] reviewed by the facility's child devel opnent associate or by
10| the conmmunity child care coordi nati ng agency.

11 4. The partnershi p departrrent shall establish

12 | procedures to provide feedback to parents regardi ng observed
13 | devel opnent and activities, including parent training, to

14 | enhance the child's cognitive, psychonotor, and social skills.
15 (b) Level Il assessnent. --

16 1. The purpose of Level Il assessnent is to deternine
17 | whether a delay identified in a Level | assessnent can be

18 | addressed by the child care facility or famly day care hone
19 | or whether a special service or further assessnent is needed.
20 2. Level Il assessnent shall be conducted by trained
21 | professional staff.
22 3. The partnershi p departwent shall establish
23 | procedures to:
24 a. Develop individualized learning plans for
25| inplenentation by the prinmary caregiver.
26 b. Adopt and offer a program of intensive | anguage or
27 | math activities provided by a visiting specialist.
28 c. Adopt and offer a program of parent training and
29 | home visits.
30 (c) Level Il assessnent.--Wen indicated by a Level
31| Il assessnent, the partnership departrent shall establish

82

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 977

583-223-01
1| procedures to refer a child to Level IIl assessnent providers
2 | such as Florida D agnostic and Learni ng Resource Servi ces;
3| Medicaid/Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Testing
4| (EPSDT); Children's Medical Services; and other health
5] services, to deternine eligibility for an early intervention
6 | program
7 Section 21. Section 402.3028, Florida Statutes, is
8 | renunbered as section 412.563, Florida Statutes, and anended
9| to read:
10 412. 563 40623628 Referral for assessnent.--The Florida
11 | Partnership for School Readi ness, the Departnent of Children
12 | and Fami |y Services, the Departnent of Health, and the
13 | Departnent of Education shall inplenent the follow ng
14 | procedures for making referrals for Level Ill assessnent
15| pursuant to s. 412.562 462362+
16 (1) Children under 3 years of age who are in the
17 | subsidi zed child care program and are identified as needing a
18 | Level 111 devel opnental assessment pursuant to s. 412.562
19 | 402-3062% shall be referred to the Early Intervention for
20| Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities Program of the
21 | Departnent of Health, funded under the federal I|ndividuals
22| with Disabilities Education Act, Pub. L. No. 105-17, Part C
23 | Assessnents shall be conpleted within 45 days after the
24 | referral. If the Early Intervention for Infants and Toddl ers
25| with Disabilities Programis not available, referral may be
26 | made to a local conmunity service provider
27 (2) Children age 3 years through 5 years who are in
28 | the subsidized child care program and are identified as
29 | needing a Level |11l devel opnental assessnent pursuant to s.
30| 412.562 462-3062% shall be referred to the appropriate program
31| under the local school district or appropriate |ocal service
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1| provider. It is the intent of the Legislature that these

2 | assessnents be conpleted within 45 days because of the
3|lcritical nature of child devel opnent at this age.

4 (3) Services to children with disabilities under this
5] section shall be integrated and delivered with child care

6 | prograns to the extent possible.

7 (4) Nothing in this section prohibits a schoo

8 | readi ness stbsttized—chitd—care programfromreferring a child
9] to Medicaid or the Florida KidCare programto deternine

10| eligibility for services, or fromnmaking a referral to a

11| child's primary health care provider

12 Section 22. Section 402.305, Florida Statutes, is

13 | renunbered as section 412.57, Florida Statutes, and

14 | subsections (1) through (7) and (16) through (19) of said

15 | section are anended to read:

16 412.57 4062365 Licensing standards; child care

17 | facilities.--

18 (1) LI CENSI NG STANDARDS. - - The agency departaent shal
19 | establish licensing standards that each licensed child care
20| facility nmust neet regardless of the origin or source of the
21| fees used to operate the facility or the type of children

22 | served by the facility.

23 (a) The standards shall be designed to address the
24 | followi ng areas

25 1. The health, sanitation, safety, and adequate

26 | physical surroundings for all children in child care.

27 2. The health and nutrition of all children in child
28 | care.

29 3. The child devel opnment needs of all children in

30| child care

31
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1 (b) Al standards established under ss. 412.554-412.70
2 | 4623061462319 nust be consistent with the rul es adopted by

3| the State Fire Marshal for child care facilities. However, if
4 the facility is operated in a public school, the agency

5 | depart+went shall use the public school fire code, as provided
6]in the rules of the Departnent of Education, as the m nimum

7| standard for firesafety.

8 (c) The mninmum standards for child care facilities

9| shall be adopted in the rules of the agency departyent and

10 | shall address the areas delineated in this section. The agency
11 | departwent, in adopting rules to establish mninmum standards
12 | for child care facilities, shall recognize that different age
13 | groups of children may require different standards. The agency
14 | departrent nay adopt di fferent nmininum standards for

15 ) facilities that serve children in different age groups,

16 | i ncl udi ng school -age chil dren

17 (2) PERSONNEL. --M ni rum standards for child care

18 | personnel shall include mninmumrequirenents as to:

19 (a) Good noral character based upon screening. This
20 | screening shall be conducted as provided in chapter 435, using
21| the level 2 standards for screening set forth in that chapter
22 (b) The agency depart+ent nay grant exenptions from
23 | disqualification fromworking with children or the
24 | devel opnental ly disabl ed as provided in s. 435.07.
25 (c) Mninmm age requirenents. Such m ni num st andards
26 | shall prohibit a person under the age of 21 from being the
27 | operator of a child care facility and a person under the age
28 | of 16 from being enpl oyed at such facility unless such person
29 | is under direct supervision and is not counted for the
30 | purposes of conputing the personnel-to-child ratio.
31
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(d) Mnimumtraining requirenents for child care
per sonnel

1. Such mninmmstandards for training shall ensure
that all child care personnel and operators of fanily day care
honmes serving at-risk children in a subsidized child care
program pursuant to s. 412.555 46230615 take an approved
40-cl ock-hour introductory course in child care, which course
covers at least the follow ng topic areas:

a. State and local rules and regul ati ons whi ch govern
child care.

b. Health, safety, and nutrition

c. ldentifying and reporting child abuse and negl ect.

d. Child devel oprent, including typical and atypica
| anguage, cognitive, notor, social, and self-help skills
devel opnent.

e. (pbservation of devel opnental behaviors, including
using a checklist or other simlar observation tools and
techniques to determine the child s devel opnental age |evel.

f. Specialized areas, as determ ned by the departnent,
for owner-operators and child care personnel of a child care
facility.

Wthin 90 days of enploynent, child care personnel shall begin
training to neet the training requirenents and shall conplete
such training within 1 year of the date on which the training
began. Exenption fromall or a portion of the required
training shall be granted to child care personnel based upon
educational credentials or passage of conpetency exani nations.

2. The introductory course in child care shall stress,
to the extent possible, an interdisciplinary approach to the
study of children.
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3. On an annual basis in order to further their child
care skills and, if appropriate, admnistrative skills, child
care personnel who have fulfilled the requirenents for the
child care training shall be required to take an additi ona
approved 8 clock hours of inservice training or an equival ent
as determ ned by the agency departient.

4. Procedures for ensuring the training of qualified
child care professionals to provide training of child care
personnel, including onsite training, shall be included in the
m ni nrum standards. It is recommended that the state comunity
child care coordination agencies (central agencies) be
contracted by the agency departfrent- to coordi nate such
trai ni ng when possible. Oher district educational resources,
such as community col |l eges and vocational -techni cal prograns,
can be designated in such areas where central agencies may not
exist or are deternined not to have the capability to neet the
coordination requirenents set forth by the agency departrent.

5. Training requirenents shall not apply to certain
occasional or part-tinme support staff, including, but not
limted to, swinmmng instructors, piano teachers, dance
instructors, and gymnastics instructors.

6. The partnershi p State—-Coordinating—Counct+—for
Sehoot—Reatiness—Prograns,—n—coortihat-on—wth—the
departwent—shal | evaluate or contract for an evaluation for
t he general purpose of deternining the status of and neans to
i mprove staff training requirenments and testing procedures.
The eval uation shall be conpleted by Cctober 1, 1992, and
conducted every 2 years thereafter. The eval uation shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, deternining the availability,
qguality, scope, and sources of current staff training;
determ ning the need for specialty training; and deternining
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ways to increase inservice training and ways to increase the
accessibility, quality, and cost-effectiveness of current and
proposed staff training. The eval uati on net hodol ogy shal
include a reliable and valid survey of child care personnel

7. The child care operator shall be required to take
basic training in serving children with disabilities within 5
years after enploynent, either as a part of the introductory
training or the annual 8 hours of inservice training.

(e) Periodic health exam nations.

(f) By Jdanuvary—1—2606,-A credential for child care
facility directors. By January 1, 2003, the credential shal
be a required m nimum standard for |icensing.

(3) M N MUM STAFF CREDENTI ALS. - - By—Jtty—1—1996,-For
every 20 children in a licensed child care facility, if the
facility operates 8 hours or nore per week, one of the child
care personnel in the facility nmust have:

(a) A child devel opnent associ ate credenti al

(b) A child care professional credential, unless the
agency depart+rent determines that such child care professiona
credential is not equivalent to or greater than a child
devel opnent associate credential; or

(c) A credential that is equivalent to or greater than
the credential required in paragraph (a) or paragraph (b).

The agency, with consultation fromthe partnership, departrent
shal | establish by rule those hours of operation, such as

during rest periods and transitional periods, when this
subsection does not apply.
(4) STAFF-TO CH LDREN RATI O - -
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(a) Mninmmstandards for the care of children in a
licensed child care facility as established by rule of the
agency depart+ent nust i ncl ude:

1. For children frombirth through 1 year of age,
there nmust be one child care personnel for every four
chil dren.

2. For children 1 year of age or older, but under 2
years of age, there nust be one child care personnel for every
six children.

3. For children 2 years of age or ol der, but under 3
years of age, there nust be one child care personnel for every
11 children.

4. For children 3 years of age or ol der, but under 4
years of age, there nust be one child care personnel for every
15 children.

5. For children 4 years of age or ol der, but under 5
years of age, there nust be one child care personnel for every
20 children.

6. For children 5 years of age or ol der, there nust be
one child care personnel for every 25 children

7. Wien children 2 years of age and older are in care,
the staff-to-children ratio shall be based on the age group
with the | argest nunber of children within the group.

(b) This subsection does not apply to nonpublic
schools and their integral prograns as defined in s.

412.561(2) (d) 1. 482-3025(2(eh2-1n addition, an individua

participating in a community service work experience activity

under s. 445.024(1)(d), or a work experience activity under s.
445.024(1)(e), at a child care facility may not be considered
in calculating the staff-to-children ratio.
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1 (5) PHYSICAL FACILITIES. --M ni nrum st andards shal

2| include requirenents for building conditions, indoor play

3 | space, outdoor play space, napping space, bathroomfacilities,
4| food preparation facilities, outdoor equi pnent, and indoor

5| equi prent. Because of the nature and duration of drop-in child
6 | care, outdoor play space and outdoor equi pnent shall not be

7| required for licensure; however, if such play space and

8 | equi prent are provided, then the mni nrum standards shall apply
9| to drop-in child care. Wth respect to m ni mrum standards for
10 | physical facilities of a child care program for school -age

11| children which is operated in a public school facility, the
12 | agency departrwent shall adopt the State Uniform Buil di ng Code
13 | for Public Educational Facilities Construction as the mninum
14 | standards, regardl ess of the operator of the program The

15| Legislature intends that if a child care programfor

16 | school -age children is operated in a public school, the

17 | program need not conformto standards for physical facilities
18 | other than the standards adopted by the Comm ssioner of

19 | Educati on.
20 (6) SQUARE FOOTAGE PER CHI LD. - - M ni num st andar ds shal
21| be established by the agency departrent by rul e.
22 (a) Achild care facility that holds a valid |license
23| on Cctober 1, 1992, nust have a mnimum of 20 square feet of
24 | usabl e indoor floor space for each child and a mini num of 45
25| square feet of usable outdoor play area for each child.
26 | Qutdoor play area shall be calculated at the rate of 45 feet
27 | per child in any group using the play area at one tine. A
28 | mini mum play area shall be provided for one half of the
29 | licensed capacity. This standard applies as long as the child
30| care facility remains |licensed at the site occupi ed on Cctober
31
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1, 1992, and shall not be affected by any change in the
ownership of the site.

(b) Achild care facility that does not hold a valid
license on Cctober 1, 1992, and seeks regul atory approval to
operate as a child care facility nmust have a nini num of 35
square feet of usable floor space for each child and a m ni mum
of 45 square feet of usable outdoor play area for each child.

The m ni nrum standard for outdoor play area does not apply in
cal cul ati ng square footage for children under 1 year of age.
However, appropriate outdoor infant equi pnment shall be
substituted for outdoor play space. The centers shall provide
facilities and equi pnent conducive to the physical activities
appropriate for the age and physical devel opnment of the child.

(7) SANI TATI ON AND SAFETY. - -

(a) M ninmum standards shall include requirenents for
sanitary and safety conditions, first aid treatnent, energency
procedures, and pediatric cardi opul nbnary resuscitation. The
m ni nrum standards shall require that at | east one staff person
trained in cardiopul nonary resuscitation, as evidenced by
current docunentation of course conpletion, nust be present at
all times that children are present.

(b) In the case of a child care program for school -age
children attendi ng before and after school prograns on the
public school site, the agency departrent shall use the public
school fire code, as pronulgated in the rules of the
Departnent of Education, as the mni num standard for
firesafety. In the case of a child care program for
school -age children attendi ng before-school and after-schoo
prograns on a site operated by a nunicipality, the agency
depart+ent shall adopt rules for such site and intended use.
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(c) Sone type of communications system such as a
pocket pager or beeper, shall be provided to a parent whose
child is in drop-in child care to ensure the imediate return
of the parent to the child, if necessary.

(16) EVENI NG AND VWEEKEND CHI LD CARE. - - M ni num
standards shall be devel oped by the agency departwent to
provide for reasonable, affordable, and safe evening and
weekend child care. Each facility offering evening or weekend
child care nust neet these ninimum standards, regardl ess of
the origin or source of the fees used to operate the facility
or the type of children served by the facility. The agency
departwent may nodify by rule the |icensing standards
contained in this section to accommpdate evening child care.

(17) SPECI ALI ZED CH LD CARE FACI LI TIES FOR THE CARE OF
M LDLY | LL CHI LDREN. - - M ni num st andards shal |l be devel oped by
t he agency departwent, in conjunction with the Departnent of
Health, for specialized child care facilities for the care of
mldly ill children. The m ni nrum standards shall address the
followi ng areas: personnel requirenents; staff-to-child
ratios; staff training and credentials; health and safety;
physical facility requirenents, including square footage;
client eligibility, including a definition of "mldly il
children"; sanitation and safety; adm ssion and recor dkeepi ng;
di spensi ng of nedication; and a schedule of activities.
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termof—3—years—each—No—renrber—shatH—servenore—than—two
consecutive—terns—
(18) 39y TRANSFER OF OANERSHI P. - -

(a) One week prior to the transfer of ownership of a
child care facility or famly day care hone, the transferor
shall notify the parent or caretaker of each child of the
i mpendi ng transfer.

(b) The agency depart+ent shall, by rule, establish
net hods by which notice will be achieved and m ni num st andar ds
by which to inplenent this subsection

Section 23. Section 402.3051, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.571, Florida Statutes, and anended
to read:

412.571 462-365%F Child care nmarket rate reinbursenent;
child care grants. --
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1 (1) As used in this section, the term

2 (a) "School readi ness €nit+d—eare program assessnent
3| tool" neans an assessnent instrunent designated or devel oped
4| by the partnership departrent to deternmine quality child care
5] and other child devel opnent services to children under the

6 | provision of s. 412.555 4623615, Title |IV-A of the Soci al

7| Security Act, and the Child Care and Devel opnent Bl ock G ant
8 | Act of 1990.

9 (b) "Market rate" neans the price that a child care
10 | provider charges for daily, weekly, or nonthly child care

11 | services. Market rate shall

12 1. Be established for licensed child care facilities
13| or facilities that are not subject to s. 412.57 462365,

14 | licensed or registered famly day care hones, |icensed

15 | before-school and after-school child care prograns, and

16 | unregul ated care provided by a relative or other caretaker
17 2. Differentiate anong child care for children with
18 | special needs or risk categories, infants, toddlers, and

19 | preschool and school -age children
20 3. Differentiate between full-tinme and part-tine care.
21 4. Consider reductions in the cost of care for
22 | additional children in the sane famly.
23 (c) "Prevailing market rate" nmeans the annually
24 | determined 75th percentile of a reasonable frequency
25| distribution of narket rate in a predeterni ned geographic
26 | market at which licensed child care providers charge a person
27 | for child care services.
28 (2) The local school readi ness coalition departrent
29 | shall establish procedures to reinburse licensed, exenpt, or
30| registered child care providers who hold a Gold Seal Quality
31| Care designation at the market rate for child care services
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for children who are eligible to receive subsidized child
care; and licensed, exenpt, or registered child care providers
at the prevailing narket rate for child care services for
children who are eligible to receive subsidized child care,

unl ess prohibited by federal |aw under s. 412.555 462-30615.
The agency departwent shall establish procedures to rei nburse
providers of unregulated child care at not nore than 50
percent of the nmarket rate. The paynent system nmay not

© 00 N o O W DN P

interfere with the parents' decision as to the appropriate

=
o

child care arrangenent, regardl ess of the |evel of available

[N
[N

funding for child care. The child care program assessnent too

=
N

may not be used to determ ne rei nbursenent rates.

15

16

17

18

19

20 | seetion—

21 (3) 5y The agency departrent nay adopt rul es and ot her
22 | policy provisions necessary to inplenment this section

23 (4) t6) This section shall be inplenmented only to the
24 | extent that funding is avail abl e.

25 Section 24. Section 402.3052, Florida Statutes, is
26 | renunbered as section 412.572, Florida Statutes, and anended
27 | to read:

28 412.572 4623652 Child devel opnent associ ate training
29 | grants program - -

30

31
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(1) There is hereby created the child devel opnent
associate training grants programw thin the agency
depar-tent.

&) The purpose of the child devel opnent associate
training grants programis to provide child care personnel who
work in a licensed child care facility or public and nonpublic
preschool programfor children 5 years of age or under an
opportunity to receive a child devel opnment associ ate
credential, or its equivalent, and to receive other training
to enhance their skills.

I I T L hoel
; bt | . i . I

I . heirrof . ey -
(2) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness

departwent shall establish eligibility criteria for the
training programfor child care personnel under this section

(3) The agency depart+ent t hrough contract nmay provide
atraining grant to a comunity coll ege, vocational/technica

program |ocal school readi ness coalition eentrat—agenecy, or
other entity to provide the training for a child devel opnent

associ ate credential or its equivalent.

(4) The agency depart+ent shall require a community
col | ege, vocational/technical program |ocal school readiness

coal iti on eentrat—ageney, or other entity under contract to

conply with the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Ildentification of the training needs of the area
served by the community coll ege, vocational/technical program

| ocal school readi ness coalition eentral—agenecy, or other

entity participating in the training grant, including an

assessnent of area resources available for training child
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1| care, hone visits, and other family support personnel to work
2| with children with special needs.

3 (b) Devel opnent of procedures to accommobdate and

4] facilitate the attendance of child care personnel who are
5]interested in the training at the training site and | ocation
6 (c) Developnent of a plan to provide training and

7 | technical assistance, as needed, to child care personnel after
8 | the attainment of the child devel opnent associate credenti al
9] or its equivalent.

10 (d) Devel opnent of |ending resources and other library
11 | material addressing child devel opnent, for the use of child
12 | care personnel in a licensed child care facility.

13 (e) Subnission of an annual training report that

14 | provides information required by the agency departfent,

15 ) including, but not linmted to, the foll ow ng:

16 1. The nunber of child care personnel trained

17 2. The nunber of child care personnel attaining the
18 | child devel opnent associate credential or its equivalent.

19 (f) The devel opnent of training strategies to train
20| child care personnel beyond the child devel opnent associate
21 | credenti al

22 (g) Oher requirenents as determ ned by the

23 | partnershi p departrent.

24 (5) The agency depart+rent shall provide child care

25| incentive grants for innovative child care private-public

26 | partnerships that pronote the devel opnent of child care

27 | facilities or fanily day care homnes.

28 (a) The purpose of the child care incentive grants is
29| to encourage private-public partnership efforts to train and
30 | assist public assistance recipients to gain enploynent in

31
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1| child care facilities or operate child care facilities or

2| famly day care homes.

3 (b) Child care incentive grants shall assist public
4 | assi stance recipients, whenever possible, in acquiring the

5] child devel opnent associate credential or its equivalent.

6 (c) The agency departwent shall devel op and i npl enent
7] a plan, in cooperation with other state agencies, to naxinze
8 | existing federal and state funding sources to achieve the

9 | purpose of this incentive grant.

10 (6) The agency departwent nay contract with the

11 | Departnent of Education to inplenent any of the provisions of
12 | the section.

13 (7) The agency depart+rent nay adopt rul es and ot her
14 | policy provisions necessary to inplenent this section

15 (8) This section shall be inplenmented only to the

16 | extent that funding is avail abl e.

17 Section 25. Section 402.3054, Florida Statutes, is
18 | renunbered as section 412.573, Florida Statutes.

19 Section 26. Section 402.3055, Florida Statutes, is
20 | renunbered as section 412.574, Florida Statutes, and anended
21| to read

22 412.574 4623655 Child care personnel requirenents.--
23 (1) REQUI REMENTS FOR CHI LD CARE PERSONNEL. - -

24 (a) The agency depart+ent or | ocal |icensing agency
25| shall require that the application for a child care |icense
26 | contain a question that specifically asks the applicant,

27 | owner, or operator if he or she has ever had a |icense deni ed,
28 | revoked, or suspended in any state or jurisdiction or has been
29 | the subject of a disciplinary action or been fined while

30| enployed in a child care facility. The applicant, owner, or
31| operator shall attest to the accuracy of the information
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request ed under penalty of perjury. |If the applicant, owner

or operator adnits that he or she has been a party in such
action, the agency departnent or | ocal |icensing agency shal
review the nature of the suspension, revocation, disciplinary
action, or fine before granting the applicant a license to
operate a child care facility. If the agency departent or

| ocal |icensing agency determines as the result of such review
that it is not in the best interest of the state or |oca
jurisdiction for the applicant to be licensed, a license shal
not be granted.

(b) The child care facility enployer shall require
that the application for a child care personnel position
contain a question that specifically asks the applicant if he
or she has ever worked in a facility that has had a |icense
deni ed, revoked, or suspended in any state or jurisdiction or
has been the subject of a disciplinary action or been fined
while employed in a child care facility. The applicant shal
attest to the accuracy of the information requested under
penalty of perjury. If the applicant adnits that he or she has
been a party in such action, the enployer shall reviewthe
nature of the denial, suspension, revocation, disciplinary
action, or fine before the applicant is hired.

(2) EXCLUSI ON FROM OMNI NG OPERATI NG, OR BEI NG
EMPLOYED BY A CH LD CARE FACI LITY OR OTHER CHI LD CARE PROGRAM
HEARI NGS PROVI DED. - -

(a) The agency depart+ent or |ocal |icensing agency
shal | deny, suspend, or revoke a |license or pursue other
renedi es provided in s. 412.62 402316, s. 412. 64 462-3%2, or
s. 412.70 4623149 in addition to or in lieu of denial
suspensi on, or revocation for failure to conply with this
section. The disciplinary actions determnation to be nade by
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t he agency departwent or the local |icensing agency and the
procedure for hearing for applicants and |licensees shall be in
accordance with s. 412.62 462-310.

(b) \When the agency departrrent or the |local |icensing
agency has reasonabl e cause to believe that grounds for denial
or termnation of enploynent exist, it shall notify, in
writing, the applicant, licensee, or other child care program
and the child care personnel affected, stating the specific
record which indicates nonconpliance with the standards in s.

412. 57( 2) 462-305(2)-.

(c) When the agency departrent is the organization
agenrey initiating the statenent regardi ng nonconpliance, the

procedures established for hearing under chapter 120 shall be
available to the applicant, |icensee, or other child care
programand to the affected child care personnel, in order to
present evidence relating either to the accuracy of the basis
of exclusion or to the denial of an exenption from
di squalification.

(d) When a local licensing agency is the organi zation

agenrey initiating the statenent regardi ng nonconpliance of an
enpl oyee with the standards contained in s. 412.57(2)
402-305(2), the enployee, applicant, licensee, or other child
care program has 15 days fromthe tinme of witten notification
of the agency's finding to nake a witten request for a
hearing. |If a request for a hearing is not received in that
time, the pernmanent enpl oyee, applicant, |icensee, or other
child care programis presuned to accept the finding.

(e) If arequest for a hearing is nade to the |oca
| i censing agency, a hearing shall be held within 30 days and
shal | be conducted by an individual designated by the county
conmi ssi on.
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1 (f) An enployee, applicant, |icensee, or other child
2| care programshall have the right to appeal a finding of the
3| local licensing agency to a representative of the agency
4 | departrent. Any required hearing shall be held in the county
5] in which the permanent enpl oyee is enployed. The hearing
6 | shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of
7 | chapter 120.
8 (g) Refusal on the part of an applicant or licensee to
9| disnmiss child care personnel who have been found to be in
10 | nonconpliance with personnel standards of s. 412.57(2)
11 | 462-3065(2)rshall result in automatic denial or revocation of
12| the license in addition to any other renedi es pursued by the
13 | agency departrwent or | ocal |icensing agency.
14 Section 27. Section 402.3057, Florida Statutes, is
15 | renunbered as section 412.575, Florida Statutes, and anended
16 | to read:
17 412.575 4623657 Persons not required to be
18 | refingerprinted or rescreened.--Any provision of lawto the
19 | contrary notwi t hstandi ng, human resource personnel who have
20 | been fingerprinted or screened pursuant to chapters 393, 394,
21| 397, 462—and 409, and 412, and teachers and noni nstructi ona
22 | personnel who have been fingerprinted pursuant to chapter 231
23 | who have not been unenpl oyed for nore than 90 days thereafter
24 | and who under the penalty of perjury attest to the conpletion
25| of such fingerprinting or screening and to conpliance with the
26 | provisions of this section and the standards for good nora
27 | character as contained in such provisions as ss. 110.1127(3),
28 | 393.0655(1), 394.457(6), 397.451, 412.57(2)462-3065(2), and
29| 409.175(4), shall not be required to be refingerprinted or
30| rescreened in order to conply with any caretaker screening or
31| fingerprinting requirenents.
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1 Section 28. Section 402.306, Florida Statutes, is

2 | renunbered as section 412.58, Florida Statutes, and anended to
3| read:

4 412.58 462366 Designation of |icensing agency;

5| di ssenmination by the agency departrrent and | ocal |icensing

6 | agency of infornmation on child care. --

7 (1) Any county whose licensing standards neet or

8 | exceed state nini num standards may:

9 (a) Designate a local licensing agency to |icense

10| child care facilities in the county; or

11 (b) Contract with the agency departwent to del egate

12 | the adninistration of state mninmum standards in the county to
13 | t he agency departrent.

14 (2) Child care facilities in any county whose

15 | standards do not neet or exceed state m ni mum standards shal
16 | be subject to licensing by the agency departrent under state
17 | mi ni num st andar ds.

18 (3) The agency depart+ent and | ocal |icensing

19 | agencies, or the designees thereof, shall be responsible for
20 | coordi nation and dissenination of information on child care to
21| the community and shall nake avail abl e upon request al
22 | licensing standards and procedures, in addition to the nanes
23 | and addresses of licensed child care facilities and, where
24 | applicable pursuant to s. 412.65 462313, |icensed or
25| registered famly day care hones.
26 Section 29. Section 402.307, Florida Statutes, is
27 | renunbered as section 412.59, Florida Statutes, and anmended to
28 | read:
29 412.59 402367 Approval of |icensing agency.--
30 (1) Wthin 30 days after the pronul gation of state
31 | mini mum standards, each county shall provide the agency
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departwent wWith a copy of its standards if they differ from
the state mnimum standards. At the sanme tinme, each county

shal | provide the agency departrrent- with the adm nistrative

procedures it intends to use for the licensing of child care
facilities.

(2) The agency depart+ent shall have the authority to
deternine if |ocal standards neet or exceed state m ninmum
standards. Wthin 60 days after the county has subnitted its
standards and procedures, the agency departfrent, upon being
satisfied that such standards neet or exceed state m ni mum
standards and that there is conpliance with all provisions of
ss. 412.554-412. 70 462361462319, shall approve the | oca
| i censi ng agency.

(3) Approval to issue licenses for the agency
departwent shall be renewed annually. For renewal, the |oca
i censing agency shall submit to the agency departrfent a copy
of the licensing standards and procedures applied. An onsite
review may be nmade if deened necessary by the agency
depar-tent.

(4) If, following an onsite review, the agency
departwent finds the |ocal |icensing agency is not applying
t he approved standards, the agency departrrent shall report the
specific violations to the county com ssion of the invol ved
county which shall investigate the violations and take
what ever action necessary to correct them

(5) To ensure that accurate statistical data are
avail abl e, each local |icensing agency shall report annually
to the agency departrrent the nunber of child care facilities
under its jurisdiction, the nunber of children served, the
ages of children served, and the nunber of revocations or
deni al s of I|icenses.
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1 Section 30. Section 402.308, Florida Statutes, is

2 | renunbered as section 412.60, Florida Statutes, and anended to
3| read:

4 412. 60 462368 |ssuance of license.--

5 (1) ANNUAL LICENSING --Every child care facility in

6 | the state shall have a license which shall be renewed

7 | annual | vy.

8 (2) CHANGE OF OMNERSHI P. - - Every child care facility

9| shall reapply for and receive a license prior to the tine a
10 | new owner assunes responsibility for the facility. The agency
11 | departwent shall grant or deny the reapplication for license
12 | within 45 days fromthe date upon which the child care

13| facility reappli es.

14 (3) STATE ADM NI STRATI ON OF LI CENSING --1n any county
15 ] in which the agency depart+rent has the authority to issue

16 | licenses, the foll owi ng procedures shall be appli ed:

17 (a) Application for a license or for a renewal of a
18 | license to operate a child care facility shall be nade in the
19 | manner and on the forns prescribed by the agency departrent.
20| The applicant's social security nunber shall be included on
21| the formsubnitted to the agency departfrent. Pursuant to the
22 | federal Personal Responsibility and Wrk Cpportunity

23| Reconciliation Act of 1996, each applicant is required to

24 | provide his or her social security nunber in accordance with
25| this section. Disclosure of social security nunbers obtained
26 | through this requirenent shall be limted to the purpose of
27 | administration of the Title IV-D programfor child support

28 | enforcement.

29 (b) Prior to the renewal of a |icense, the agency

30 | departrent shall reexamine the child care facility, including
31| in that process the exanmination of the prenises and those
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1| records of the facility as required under s. 412.57 462365,
2| to determine that mnimum standards for licensing continue to
3| be net.

4 (c) The agency depart+rent shall coordi nate al

5] inspections of child care facilities. A child care facility
6]is not required to inplenent a recomendati on of one agency
7|that is in conflict with a recomendati on of another agency if
8 | such conflict arises due to uncoordi nated inspections. Any

9] conflict in recommendati ons shall be resolved by the director
10 | seeretary of the agency departwent within 15 days after

11 | witten notice that such conflict exists.

12 (d) The agency departwent shall issue or renew a

13 | Iicense upon receipt of the license fee and upon being

14 | satisfied that all standards required by ss. 412.554-412.70
15 | 402-3064+462-319 have been nmet. A license may be issued if al
16 | the screening materials have been tinely submtted; however, a
17 | license may not be issued or renewed if any of the child care
18 | personnel at the applicant facility have fail ed the screening
19 | required by ss. 412.57(2)462-365(2rand 412. 574 462-30655.
20 (4) LOCAL ADM NI STRATI ON OF LICENSING --1n any county
21| in which there is a local |icensing agency approved by the
22 | agency departwent, the followi ng procedures shall apply:
23 (a) Application for a license or for renewal of
24 | license to operate a child care facility shall be nmade in the
25 | manner and on the forns prescribed by the local licensing
26 | agency.
27 (b) Prior to the renewal of a |icense, the agency
28 | shall reexamine the child care facility, including in that
29 | process the exam nation of the prem ses and records of the
30| facility as required in s. 412.57 462365 to determnine that
31| minimum standards for |icensing continue to be net.
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1 (c) The local licensing agency shall coordinate al
2 | inspections of child care facilities. A child care facility
3]is not required to inplenent a recomendati on of one agency
4 that is in conflict with a reconmendati on of another agency if
5] such conflict arises due to uncoordi nated inspections. Any
6| conflict in recommendati ons shall be resolved by the county
7| commission or its representative within 15 days after witten
8 | notice that such conflict exists.
9 (d) The local licensing agency shall issue a |license
10| or renew a license upon being satisfied that all standards
11 | required by ss. 412.554-412. 70 402-361+462-319 have been net.
12| Alicense may be issued or renewed if all the screening
13 | materials have been tinely subnmitted; however, the |oca
14 | Iicensing agency shall not issue or renew a license if any of
15| the child care personnel at the applicant facility have failed
16 | the screening required by ss. 412.57(2)4682-385(2)rand 412.574
17 | 462-3655.
18 (5) | SSUANCE OF LOCAL OCCUPATI ONAL LI CENSES. - - No
19 | county or nunicipality shall issue an occupational |icense
20 | which is being obtained for the purpose of operating a child
21| care facility regul ated under this act without first
22 | ascertaining that the applicant has been |licensed to operate
23| such facility at the specified | ocation or |ocations by the
24 | agency departwent or |ocal |icensing agency. The agency
25 | departrrent or |l ocal |icensing agency shall furnish to | oca
26 | agenci es responsi bl e for issuing occupational |icenses
27 | sufficient instruction for making the above required
28 | determinati ons.
29 Section 31. Section 402.309, Florida Statutes, is
30 | renunbered as section 412.61, Florida Statutes, and anmended to
31| read
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412. 61 4862369 Provisional |icense.--

(1) The local licensing agency or the agency
departwent, whichever is authorized to license child care
facilities in a county, may issue a provisional license to

applicants for a license or to |licensees who are unable to
conformto all the standards provided for in ss.
412.554-412. 70 462-3061-462-319.

(2) No provisional |icense may be issued unless the

operator or owner nakes adequate provisions for the health and
safety of the child. A provisional |icense nay be issued if

all of the screening materials have been tinely submtted;
however, a provisional |icense nmay not be issued unless the
child care facility is in conpliance with the requirenents for
screening of child care personnel in ss. 412.57 462365 and
412.574 462-30655.

(3) The provisional license shall in no event be
i ssued for a period in excess of 6 nonths; however, it may be
renewed one tine for a period not in excess of 6 nonths under
unusual circunstances beyond the control of the applicant.

(4) The provisional |license may be suspended if
periodic inspection nmade by the local |icensing agency or the
agency depart+rent indicates that insufficient progress has
been made toward conpli ance.

Section 32. Section 402.310, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.62, Florida Statutes, and anended to
read:

412. 62 462316 Disciplinary actions; hearings upon
deni al, suspension, or revocation of |license; administrative
fines.--

(1) (a) The agency departfrent or | ocal |icensing agency
may deny, suspend, or revoke a |icense or inpose an
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1| administrative fine not to exceed $100 per violation, per day,
2| for the violation of any provision of ss. 412.554-412.70

3 | 4623614062319 or rul es adopted thereunder. However, where

4| the violation could or does cause death or serious harm the

5| agency departrent or | ocal |icensing agency nay inpose an

6 | adninistrative fine, not to exceed $500 per violation per day.
7 (b) In deternining the appropriate disciplinary action
8| to be taken for a violation as provided in paragraph (a), the
9| following factors shall be consi der ed:

10 1. The severity of the violation, including the

11 | probability that death or serious harmto the health or safety
12 | of any person will result or has resulted, the severity of the
13 | actual or potential harm and the extent to which the

14 | provisions of ss. 412.554-412. 70 4823014062319 have been

15 | vi ol at ed.

16 2. Actions taken by the licensee to correct the

17 | violation or to renedy conpl aints.

18 3. Any previous violations of the |licensee.

19 (2) \When the agency departfrent has reasonabl e cause to
20 | believe that grounds for the denial, suspension, or revocation
21| of a license or inposition of an adm nistrative fine exist, it
22 | shall determine the matter in accordance with procedures
23 | prescribed in chapter 120. When the local |icensing agency
24 | has reasonabl e cause to believe that grounds for the denial
25 | suspension, or revocation of a license or inposition of an
26 | adnministrative fine exist, it shall notify the applicant or
27 | licensee in witing, stating the grounds upon which the
28 | license is being denied, suspended, or revoked or an
29 | administrative fine is being inposed. |If the applicant or
30| licensee makes no witten request for a hearing to the |oca
31| licensing agency within 15 days fromrecei pt of such noti ce,
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the license shall be deened deni ed, suspended, or revoked or
an adm nistrative fine shall be inposed.

(3) If arequest for a hearing is nade to the |oca
i censing agency, a hearing shall be held within 30 days and
shal | be conducted by an individual designated by the county
conmi ssi on.

(4) An applicant or licensee shall have the right to
appeal a decision of the local |licensing agency to a
representative of the agency departrent. Any required hearing
shall be held in the county in which the child care facility
is being operated or is to be established. The hearing shal
be conducted in accordance with the provisions of chapter 120.

Section 33. Section 402.311, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.63, Florida Statutes, and anended to
read:

412. 63 46231t Inspection.--A licensed child care
facility shall accord to the agency departwent or the | oca
I i censing agency, whichever is applicable, the privilege of
i nspection, including access to facilities and personnel and
to those records required in s. 412.57 462365, at reasonabl e
times during regul ar business hours, to ensure conpliance with
the provisions of ss. 412.554-412. 70 462-361+462-3%19. The
right of entry and inspection shall also extend to any

prem ses which the agency departwent or | ocal |icensing agency
has reason to believe are being operated or mmintained as a
child care facility without a |license, but no such entry or

i nspection of any prenises shall be made wi t hout the

perm ssion of the person in charge thereof unless a warrant is
first obtained fromthe circuit court authorizing sane. Any
application for a license or renewal nmade pursuant to this act
or the advertisenent to the public for the provision of child
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1| care as defined in s. 412.56 4062362 shall constitute

2| permission for any entry or inspection of the prenises for

3| which the license is sought in order to facilitate

4 | verification of the information submtted on or in connection
5|with the application. In the event a licensed facility

6 | refuses permi ssion for entry or inspection to the agency

7 | depart+ent or local licensing agency, a warrant shall be

8| obtained fromthe circuit court authorizing sane prior to such
9| entry or inspection. The agency departfent or |ocal |icensing
10 | agency may institute disciplinary proceedi ngs pursuant to s.
11| 412. 62 482-—346for such refusal

12 Section 34. Section 402.3115, Florida Statutes, is

13 | renunbered as section 412.631, Florida Statutes, and anended
14 | to read:

15 412. 631 4623115 Elimnation of duplicative and

16 | unnecessary inspections; abbreviated inspections.--The Agency
17 | for Workforce |Innovati on Bepartrent—ef—Chitdren—andtanmty

18 | Serviees and | ocal governnental agencies that |icense child
19 | care facilities shall develop and inplenent a plan to
20| elimnate duplicative and unnecessary inspections of child
21| care facilities. In addition, the agency departwent and the
22 | I ocal governnental agencies shall devel op and inpl enent an
23 | abbreviated inspection plan for child care facilities that
24 | have had no Class 1 or Class 2 deficiencies, as defined by
25| rule, for at least 2 consecutive years. The abbreviated
26 | i nspection nmust include those elenents identified by the
27 | agency departwent and the | ocal governmental agencies as being
28 | key indicators of whether the child care facility continues to
29 | provide quality care and progranmm ng.
30
31
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Section 35. Section 402.312, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.64, Florida Statutes, and anended to
read:

412. 64 4062312 License required; injunctive relief.--

(1) The operation of a child care facility without a
license is prohibited. |f the agency departrent or the | oca
i censing agency discovers that a child care facility is being
operated without a license, the agency departrent or | oca
licensing agency is authorized to seek an injunction in the
circuit court where the facility is located to enjoin
conti nued operation of such facility. Wen the court is closed
for the transaction of judicial business, the agency
departwent or |local licensing agency is authorized to seek an
energency injunction to enjoin continued operation of such
unlicensed facility, which injunction shall be continued,
nodi fi ed, or revoked on the next day of judicial business.

(2) Oher grounds for seeking an injunction to close a
facility are that:

(a) There is any violation of the standards applied
under ss. 412.554-412.70 4623061462319 which threatens harm
to any child in the child care facility.

(b) A licensee has repeatedly violated the standards
provided for under ss. 412.554-412. 70 4062-301+462-319.
(c) Achild care facility continues to have children

in attendance after the closing date established by the agency
depart+went or the local |icensing agency.

(3) The agency departwent nmay i npose an adm nistrative
fine on any child care facility operating without a license,
consistent with the provisions of s. 412.62 462-310.
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Section 36. Section 402.3125, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.641, Florida Statutes, and anended
to read:

412. 641 4623125 D splay and appearance of |icense;
posting of violations; information to be provided to
parents. - -

(1) (a) Upon receipt of a license issued under s.

412. 60 402368 or s. 412.61 4623069, the child care facility
shal | display such license in a conspi cuous place within the
facility.

(b)1. In addition to posting the license as required
under paragraph (a), the child care facility shall post with
the |icense:

a. Each citation for a violation of any standard or
requi rement of ss. 412.554-412. 70 462301462319 that has
resulted in disciplinary action under s. 412.62 462316 or s.
412. 64 462-312.

b. An explanation, witten in sinple |anguage, of each

citation.

c. A description, witten in sinple | anguage, of the
corrective action, if any, taken by the facility for each
citation. Included in the description shall be the dates on
whi ch the corrective action was taken

2. Each citation, explanation, and description of
corrective action shall remain posted for 1 year after the
citation's effective date.

(2) The agency depart+rent shall ensure that every
license it issues under s. 412.60 462368 or s. 412.61 462369
bears the distinctive seals of the State of Florida and of the

agency depart+rent and is clearly recognizable by its size,
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color, seals, and contents to be a state |icense or
provisional license for a child care facility.

(3) Each local licensing agency shall ensure that
every license it issues under s. 412.60 462368 or s. 412.61
402309 bears the distinctive seals of the issuing county and
of the agency departrent and is clearly recognizable by its
size, color, seals, and contents to be a county |license or
provisional license for a child care facility. Nonconpliance
by a local licensing agency shall be deened by the agency
departwent to be failure to neet m ni num state standards and
shall result in the agency departfrent i nmedi atel y assuni ng
licensure authority in the county.

(4) Any license issued pursuant to subsection (2) or
subsection (3) shall include the nane, address, and tel ephone
nunber of the |icensing agency.

(5) The agency depart+rent shall devel op a node
brochure for distribution by the agency departrrent and by
| ocal |icensing agencies to every child care facility in the
state. Pursuant thereto:

(a) Upon receipt of such brochures, each child care
facility shall provide a copy of sane to every parent,
guardi an, or other person having entered a child in such
facility. Thereafter, a copy of such brochure shall be
provided to every parent, guardian, or other person entering a
child in such facility upon entrance of the child or prior
t hereto.

(b) Each child care facility shall certify to the
agency depart+rent or |ocal |icensing agency, whichever is
appropriate, that it has so provided and will continue to so
provide such brochures, which certification shall operate as a
condi ti on upon issuance and renewal of |icensure.
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1| Nonconpliance by any child care facility shall be grounds for
2 | sanction as provided in ss. 412.62 462316 and 412. 64 462-3%12.
3 (c) The brochure shall, at a mninmum contain the

4| follow ng information:

5 1. A statenent that the facility is |icensed and has
6 | met state standards for licensure as established by s. 412.57
7| 4623065 or that the facility is licensed by a |ocal |icensing
8 | agency and has net or exceeded the state standards, pursuant
9| to ss. 412.58 4062366 and 412. 59 46236+ Such statenent shal
10| include a listing of specific standards that |icensed

11| facilities nust neet pursuant to s. 412.57 462-365.

12 2. A statenent indicating that information about the
13| licensure status of the child care facility can be obtai ned by
14 | tel ephoni ng the agency departwent office or the office of the
15| local licensing agency issuing the |icense at a tel ephone

16 | nunber or nunbers which shall be printed upon or otherw se

17 | affixed to the brochure.

18 3. The statewide toll-free tel ephone nunber of the

19 | central abuse hotline, together with a notice that reports of
20 | suspected and actual cases of child physical abuse, sexua

21 | abuse, and neglect are received and referred for investigation
22 | by the hotline.

23 4. The date that the current license for the facility
24 | was issued and the date of its scheduled expiration if it is
25| not renewed.

26 5. Any other information relating to conpetent child
27 | care that the agency departrwrent deens woul d be hel pful to

28 | parents and other caretakers in their selection of a child

29 | care facility.

30 (d) The agency depart+rent shall prepare a brochure

31| containing substantially the sane infornation as specified in
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par agraph (c) and shall nmake such brochure available to al

i nterested persons, including physicians and other health

prof essionals; nental health professionals; school teachers or
ot her school personnel; social workers or other professiona
child care, foster care, residential, or institutiona

wor kers; and | aw enforcenent officers

Section 37. Section 402.313, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.65, Florida Statutes, and anended to
read:

412. 65 402313 Fanily day care hones. --

(1) Fanmily day care hones shall be licensed under this
act if they are presently being |licensed under an existing
county licensing ordinance, if they are participating in the
subsi di zed child care program or if the board of county
conmi ssioners passes a resolution that fanily day care hones
be licensed. |If no county authority exists for the |licensing
of a famly day care hone, the agency department shall have
the authority to license famly day care honmes under contract
for the purchase-of-service systemin the subsidized child
care program

(a) If not subject to license, famly day care hones
shal |l register annually with the agency depart+ent, providing
the following information

1. The nanme and address of the hone.

2. The nane of the operator

3. The nunber of children served

4. Proof of a witten plan to provide at | east one
ot her conpetent adult to be available to substitute for the
operator in an energency. This plan shall include the nane,
address, and tel ephone nunber of the designated substitute.

5. Proof of screening and background checks.
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6. Proof of conpletion of the 30-hour training course,
whi ch shal | include

a. State and local rules and regul ations that govern
child care.

b. Health, safety, and nutrition

c. ldentifying and reporting child abuse and negl ect.

d. Child devel oprent, including typical and atypica
| anguage devel opnent; and cognitive, notor, social, and
sel f-hel p skills devel opnent.

e. (pbservation of devel opnental behaviors, including
using a checklist or other simlar observation tools and
techniques to determine a child' s devel opnental |evel.

f. Specialized areas, as deternined by the agency
departwent, for owner-operators of famly day care hones

7. Proof that inmunization records are kept current.

(b) The agency depart+ent or | ocal |icensing agency
may i npose an administrative fine, not to exceed $100, for
failure to conply with licensure or registration requirenents.

(c) A fanmily day care honme not participating in the
subsi di zed child care program may vol unteer to be |licensed
under the provisions of this act.

(d) The agency departwent nay provide technica
assi stance to counties and fanmly day care hone providers to
enabl e counties and fanily day care providers to achi eve
conpliance with fanily day care hones standards.

(2) This information shall be included in a directory
to be published annually by the agency departaent to inform
the public of available child care facilities.

(3) Child care personnel in fanily day care hones
shal | be subject to the applicable screening provisions
contained in ss. 412.57(2)462-3085(2rand 412. 574 462-30655.
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For purposes of screening in famly day care hones, the term
i ncl udes any nenber over the age of 12 years of a fanily day
care hone operator's famly, or persons over the age of 12
years residing with the operator in the fanily day care hone.
Menbers of the operator's family, or persons residing with the
operator, who are between the ages of 12 years and 18 years
shall not be required to be fingerprinted, but shall be
screened for delinquency records.

(4) Operators of famly day care hones shall take an
approved 30-cl ock-hour introductory course in child care.

reguirerent—Fam |y day care hones initially |licensed or
regi stered on or after October 1, 1999, nust conply with the

30-cl ock- hour course requirenent before caring for children
(5) Family day care hone operators may avai
t hensel ves of supportive services offered by the agency
depar-tent.
(6) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness
departwent shall prepare a brochure on famly day care for
di stribution by the agency departrrent and by | ocal |icensing
agencies, if appropriate, to fanmly day care hones for

distribution to parents utilizing such child care, and to al

i nterested persons, including physicians and other health

prof essionals; nental health professionals; school teachers or
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ot her school personnel; social workers or other professiona
child care, foster care, residential, or institutiona

wor kers; and | aw enforcenent officers. The brochure shall, at
a mininmm contain the follow ng information

(a) A brief description of the requirenents for famly
day care registration, training, and fingerprinting and
Screeni ng.

(b) A listing of those counties that require |licensure
of famly day care hones. Such counties shall provide an
addendumto the brochure that provides a brief description of
the licensure requirenents or nay provide a brochure in lieu
of the one described in this subsection, provided it contains
all the required information on licensure and the required
information in the subsequent paragraphs.

(c) A statenent indicating that information about the
fam |y day care honme's conpliance with applicable state or
| ocal requirenents can be obtained by tel ephoning the agency
departwent office or the office of the local |icensing agency,
if appropriate, at a tel ephone nunber or nunbers which shal
be affixed to the brochure.

(d) The statewide toll-free tel ephone nunber of the
central abuse hotline, together with a notice that reports of
suspected and actual child physical abuse, sexual abuse, and
negl ect are received and referred for investigation by the
hot I i ne.

(e) Any other information relating to conpetent child
care that the agency departnent or | ocal |icensing agency, if
preparing a separate brochure, deens would be hel pful to
parents and other caretakers in their selection of a famly
day care hone.
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1 (7) On an annual basis, the partnership depart+ent

2| shall evaluate the registration and |icensure system for

3| famly day care hones. Such evaluation shall, at a mninmum

4 | address the foll ow ng:

5 (a) The nunber of family day care hones registered and
6| licensed and the dates of such registration and |icensure.

7 (b) The nunber of children being served in both

8| registered and licensed fanmly day care hones and any

9| avail able slots in such hones.

10 (c) The nunber of conplaints received concerning

11| fanily day care, the nature of the conplaints, and the

12 | resol ution of such conpl aints.

13 (d) The training activities utilized by child care

14 | personnel in fanmly day care hones for neeting the state or

15| local training requirenents.

16

17 | The evaluation shall be utilized by the partnership departrent
18 | in any adninistrative nodifications or adjustnments to be nade
19| in the registration of famly day care hones or in any
20| legislative requests for nodifications to the system of
21 | registration or to other requirenments for fanmly day care
22 | homes.
23 (8) In order to informthe public of the state
24 | requirenent for registration of famly day care hones as well
25| as the other requirenents for such hones to legally operate in
26 | the state, the partnership departrent shall institute a nedia
27 | canpaign to acconplish this end. Such a canpai gn shal
28 | include, at a mininum flyers, newspaper advertisenents, radio
29 | advertisenents, and tel evision adverti senents.
30 (9) Notwithstanding any other state or |ocal |aw or
31| ordinance, any family day care honme licensed pursuant to this
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1| chapter or pursuant to a county ordi nance shall be charged the
2| utility rates accorded to a residential hone. A licensed

3| famly day care hone nay not be charged conmmrercial utility

4 | rates.

5 (10) The agency departrrent shall, by rule, establish
6 | m ni num standards for fanmly day care hones that are required
7| to be licensed by county |icensing ordi nance or county

8| licensing resolution or that voluntarily choose to be

9] licensed. The standards shoul d include requirenents for

10 | staffing, maintenance of imunization records, mmnmum health
11 | standards, reduced standards for the regulation of child care
12 | during evening hours by nunicipalities and counties, and

13 | enforcenent of standards.

14 Section 38. Section 402.3131, Florida Statutes, is

15 | renunbered as section 412.651, Florida Statutes, and anended
16 | to read:

17 412. 651 462313t Large fanmly child care hones. --

18 (1) Large fanmily child care hones shall be |licensed
19 | under this section
20 (a) The agency depart+ent or | ocal |icensing agency
21 | may i npose an adnministrative fine, not to exceed $1, 000, for
22 | failure to conply with licensure requirenents.
23 (b) A licensed fam |y day care home nust first have
24 | operated for a mnimumof 2 consecutive years, with an
25 | operator who has had a child devel opnent associ ate credenti al
26 | or its equivalent for 1 year, before seeking |licensure as a
27 | large famly child care hone.
28 (c) The agency departwent nmay provide technica
29 | assistance to counties and fanily day care hone providers to
30 | enabl e the counties and providers to achieve conpliance with
31| mininmm standards for large famly child care hones.
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(2) Child care personnel in large fanily child care
honmes shall be subject to the applicable screening provisions
contained in ss. 412.57(2)462-3085(2rand 412. 574 462-30655.

For purposes of screening child care personnel in large famly
child care honmes, the term"child care personnel" includes any
menber of a large famly child care hone operator's famly 12
years of age or older, or any person 12 years of age or ol der
residing with the operator in the large fanmly child care
hone. Menbers of the operator's family, or persons residing
with the operator, who are between the ages of 12 years and 18
years, inclusive, shall not be required to be fingerprinted,
but shall be screened for delinquency records.

(3) Operators of large famly child care honmes shal
take an approved 40-cl ock-hour introductory course in group
child care.

(4) The agency depart+ent shall prepare a brochure on
large fanily child care hones for distribution to the genera
public.

(5) The agency depart+ent shall, by rule, establish
m ni nrum standards for large famly child care hones. The
standards shall include, at a mininmum requirenents for
staffing, maintenance of inmunization records, nininumhealth
standards, mninmum safety standards, m ni nrum square footage,
and enforcement of standards.

(6) Prior to being licensed by the agency departient,
large fanily child care hones nmust be approved by the state or
local fire marshal in accordance with standards established
for child care facilities.

Section 39. Section 402.3135, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.652, Florida Statutes, and anended
to read:
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1 412. 652 4623135 Subsidized child care case namnagenent
2| program - -

3 (1) The agency departwent shall establish or contract
4| for a child care case managenent program for children at risk
5| of abuse or neglect participating in the subsidized child care
6 | programand their famlies.

7 (2) The case nmanagenent program staff shall perform

8| but not be linmted to, the foll owing duties and

9| responsibilities:

10 (a) Participation in the case staffing neetings.

11 (b) Provision of technical assistance to child care
12 | staff or parents on child devel opnent nmatters or other issues
13| related to the child.

14 e - : el . N

15 | Prus—faettHties—or—hofes—pursuant—to—Ss—402-28+

16 (c) td)y Suppl enentation of the training efforts of the
17 | agency departrent and other providers in the child care and
18 | child devel opnent ar ea.

19 (3) The agency depart+went shall conduct or contract
20| for an evaluation to deternine the effectiveness of this
21 | program conponent and establish an allocation workl oad
22 | net hodol ogy for budget devel opnent.
23 Section 40. Section 402.314, Florida Statutes, is
24 | renunbered as section 412.66, Florida Statutes, and anmended to
25| read:
26 412. 66 402314 Supportive services.--The agency
27 | departrent shall provide consultation services, technica
28 | assi stance, and inservice training, when requested and as
29 | avail able, to operators, |licensees, registrants, and
30| applicants to help inprove prograns, hones, and facilities for
31
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1| child care, and shall work cooperatively with other

2 | organi zati ons and agenci es concerned with child care.

3 Section 41. Section 402.3145, Florida Statutes, is

4 | renunbered as section 412.661, Florida Statutes, and

5| subsection (1) of said section is anmended to read:

6 412. 661 40623145 Subsidized child care transportation
7| program - -

8 (1) The agency departsent, pursuant to chapter 427,

9| shall establish a subsidized child care transportation system
10| for children at risk of abuse or neglect participating in the
11 | subsidi zed child care program Local school readi ness

12 | coal i ti ons Fhe—state—comuntty—chitd—care—coordination

13 | agenetres shall contract for the provision of transportation
14 | services as required by this section

15 Section 42. Section 402.315, Florida Statutes, is

16 | renunbered as section 412.67, Florida Statutes, and anended to
17 | read:

18 412. 67 4062315 Funding; license fees.--

19 (1) |If the county designates a | ocal agency to be
20 | responsible for the licensing of child care facilities, the
21| county shall bear at least 75 percent of the costs invol ved.
22 (2) The agency depart+rent shall bear the costs of the
23| licensing of child care facilities when contracted to do so by
24 | a county or when directly responsible for licensing in a
25| county which fails to neet or exceed state m ni num st andards.
26 (3) The agency depart+ent shall collect a fee for any
27 | license it issues for a child care facility pursuant to s.
28 | 412. 60 462-368. Such fee shall be $1 per child, except that
29 | the minimum fee shall be $25 per center and the maxi num f ee
30 | shall be $100 per center
31
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1 (4) Any county may collect a fee for any license it

2| issues pursuant to s. 412.60 462-368.

3 (5) Al noneys collected by the agency departrent for
4] child care licensing shall be held in a trust fund of the

5| agency departrent to be reall ocated to the agency depart+ent
6| during the following fiscal year to fund child care |icensing
7| activities, including the Gold Seal Quality Care program

8 | created pursuant to s. 412.553 462-28%

9 Section 43. Section 402.316, Florida Statutes, is

10 | renunbered as section 412.68, Florida Statutes, and anended to
11 | read:

12 412. 68 402316 Exenptions. --

13 (1) The provisions of ss. 412.554-412.70

14 | 402-301+462-319, except for the requirenents regardi ng

15| screening of child care personnel, shall not apply to a child
16 | care facility which is an integral part of church or parochial
17 | school s conducting regul arly schedul ed cl asses, courses of

18 | study, or educational prograns accredited by, or by a nenber
19 | of, an organi zation which publishes and requires conpliance
20| with its standards for health, safety, and sanitation
21 | However, such facilities shall neet mninmumrequirenents of
22 | the applicable |l ocal governing body as to health, sanitation
23| and safety and shall neet the screening requirenents pursuant
24 | to ss. 412.57 462365 and 412.574 462-3655. Failure by a
25| facility to conply with such screening requirenents shal
26 | result in the loss of the facility's exenption fromlicensure.
27 (2) Any county or city with state or local child care
28 | licensing prograns in existence on July 1, 1974, will continue
29| to license the child care facilities as covered by such
30 | prograns, notwi thstanding the provisions of subsection (1),
31

124
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOO®UuDWNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 977
583-223-01

until and unless the |licensing agency nakes a determnation to
exenpt them

(3) Any child care facility covered by the exenption
provi sions of subsection (1), but desiring to be included in
this act, is authorized to do so by subnmitting notification to
t he agency departwent. Once licensed, such facility cannot
wi thdraw fromthe act and continue to operate.

Section 44. Section 402.318, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.69, Florida Statutes.

Section 45. Section 402.319, Florida Statutes, is
renunbered as section 412.70, Florida Statutes, and anended to

read:

412.70 462319 Penalties.--

(1) It is a misdeneanor of the first degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, for any
person knowi ngly to:

(a) Fail, by false statenent, nisrepresentation
i mpersonation, or other fraudulent neans, to disclose in any
application for voluntary or paid enploynent or licensure
regul ated under ss. 412.554-412. 69 402-3064+462-318 al
i nformation required under those sections or a material fact

used in naking a determination as to such person's
gualifications to be child care personnel, as defined in s.
412.56 462362, in a child care facility, famly day care
honme, or other child care program

(b) Operate or attenpt to operate a child care
facility without having procured a license as required by this
act .

(c) Operate or attenpt to operate a fanily day care
honme without a license or without registering with the agency

departwent, whichever is applicable.
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(d) Operate or attenpt to operate a child care
facility or famly day care hone under a license that is
suspended, revoked, or terninated.

(e) Msrepresent, by act or omission, a child care
facility or famly day care hone to be duly l|icensed pursuant
to this act w thout being so |icensed.

(f) Make any other m srepresentation, by act or
om ssion, regarding the |icensure or operation of a child care
facility or famly day care hone to a parent or guardi an who
has a child placed in the facility or is inquiring as to
placing a child in the facility, or to a representative of the
licensing authority, or to a representative of a | aw
enf orcenent agency, including, but not linited to, any
m srepresentation as to:

1. The nunber of children at the child care facility
or the famly day care hone;

2. The part of the child care facility or fanily day
care hone designated for child care

3. The qualifications or credentials of child care
per sonnel

4. \hether a fanmily day care hone or child care
facility conplies with the screening requirenents of s. 412.57
402305, or

5. Wiether child care personnel have the training as
required by s. 412.57 462-365.

(2) If any child care personnel nakes any
m srepresentation in violation of this section to a parent or
guardi an who has placed a child in the child care facility or
fam ly day care hone, and the parent or guardian relied upon
the msrepresentation, and the child suffers great bodily
harm permanent disfigurenent, permanent disability, or death
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1| as aresult of an intentional act or negligence by the child
2 | care personnel, then the child care personnel conmnmits a felony
3| of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.
4| 775.083, or s. 775.084.

5 Section 46. Section 412.71, Florida Statutes, is

6| created to read

7 412.71 Fees.--Local school readiness coalitions shal
8 | be responsible for establishing fees and fee coll ection

9| procedures for early care and educati on school readi ness

10 | prograns pursuant to s. 412.51(5)(d) 3. a.

11 Section 47. Section 409.178, Florida Statutes, is

12 | renunbered as section 412.72, Florida Statutes, and

13 | subsections (4), (5), and (6) of said section are anmended to
14 | read:

15 412.72 4693178 Child Care Executive Partnership Act;
16 | findings and intent; grant; limtation; rules.--

17 (4) The Child Care Executive Partnership, staffed by
18 | the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness depart+ent, shal
19 | consist of a representative of the Executive Ofice of the
20 | Governor and nine nenbers of the corporate or child care
21| community, appointed by the Governor
22 (a) Menbers shall serve for a period of 4 years,
23 | except that the representative of the Executive Ofice of the
24 | Governor shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor
25 (b) The Child Care Executive Partnership shall be
26 | chaired by a nmenber chosen by a majority vote and shall neet
27 | at least quarterly and at other tines upon the call of the
28 | chair.
29 (c) Menbers shall serve wi thout conpensation, but may
30| be reinbursed for per diemand travel expenses in accordance
31| with s. 112.061.

127
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 977
583-223-01

(d) The Child Care Executive Partnership shall have
all the powers and authority, not explicitly prohibited by
statute, necessary to carry out and effectuate the purposes of
this section, as well as the functions, duties, and
responsibilities of the partnership, including, but not
limted to, the foll ow ng:

1. Assisting in the formulation and coordination of
the state's child care policy.

2. Adopting an official seal

3. Soliciting, accepting, receiving, investing, and
expendi ng funds from public or private sources.

4, Contracting with public or private entities as
necessary.

5.  Approving an annual budget.

6. Carrying forward any unexpended state
appropriations into succeeding fiscal years.

7. Providing a report to the Governor, the Speaker of
t he House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate,
on or before Decenber 1 of each year

(5)(a) The Legislature shall annually determnine the
anmount of state or federal |lowincone child care nobneys which
shall be used to create Child Care Executive Partnership
Program chil d care purchasing pools in counties chosen by the
Child Care Executive Partnership, provided that at |east two
of the counties have popul ations of no nore than 300, 000. The
Legi sl ature shall annually review the effectiveness of the
child care purchasing pool program and reeval uate the
percentage of additional state or federal funds, if any, that
can be used for the progranm s expansion

(b) To ensure a seanl ess service delivery and ease of
access for famlies, the | ocal school readi ness coalitions
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. r | ekt . I
resource—and—referral—agency shall administer the child care
pur chasi ng pool funds.

(c) The partnership departfent, in conjunction with
the Child Care Executive Partnership, shall devel op procedures
for disbursenent of funds through the child care purchasing
pools. In order to be considered for funding, the | ocal schoo

readi ness coalitions eommnt-ty—coordinated—chitd—care—agency
or—the—statewde—resource—and—referra—ageney nust commt to:

1. Matching the state purchasing pool funds on a

dollar-for-dollar basis; and

2. Expending only those public funds which are matched
by enpl oyers, |ocal governnment, and ot her natching
contributors who contribute to the purchasing pool. Parents
shall also pay a fee, which shall be not |ess than the anpunt
identified in the local school readiness coalition's

departwent—s subsidi zed child care sliding fee scale.
(d) Each | ocal school readiness coalition commnaty

coordinated—chitd—<care—ageney shall be required to establish a

community child care task force for each child care purchasing

pool. The task force nmust be conposed of enpl oyers, parents,
private child care providers, and one representative each from
the district interagency coordinating council for children's
services and the local children's services council, if they
exist in the area of the purchasing pool. The |ocal schoo

readi ness coalition conmunity—coordinated—ehitd—ecare—ageney is

expected to recruit the task force nenbers fromexisting child

care councils, comissions, or task forces already operating

in the area of a purchasing pool. A majority of the task force

shal | consist of enployers. Each task force shall develop a

plan for the use of child care purchasi ng pool funds. The plan
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nmust show how many children will be served by the purchasing
pool, how nmany will be newto receiving child care services,
and how the | ocal school readi ness coalition cemmurity
coordinated—chi-td—ecare—ageney intends to attract new enpl oyers

and their enployees to the program

(6) The partnershi p Pepartrent—ef—Chitdren—andtanmty
Serviees shall adopt any rul es necessary for the

i mpl erentation and administration of this section.
Section 48. Effective July 1, 2001, the Partnership
for School Readiness is transferred by a type two transfer,

pursuant to s. 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, fromthe Executive

O fice of the Governor to the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovati on.
Section 49. Effective July 1, 2001, subsidized child
care prograns are transferred by a type two transfer, pursuant
tos. 20.06(2), Florida Statutes, fromthe Departnent of
Children and Family Services to the Agency for Wrkforce

I nnovation. This transfer shall include, but not be limted

to, the full-tinme equivalent of all staff positions that

provide any of the followi ng programor financial functions

related to the subsidized child care program program

pl anni ng, policy or procedure devel opnent, rul enaking,

training, consultation, technical assistance, contract

devel opnent, contract inplenentation, programor financial

contract managenent, financial nanagenent, budgeting, grants

or revenue managemnent, licensure, regulation, data collection

or analysis, and eval uation

Section 50. Effective July 1, 2001, prekindergarten

m grant prekindergarten, and Florida First Start prograns are

transferred by a type two transfer, pursuant to s. 20.06(2),

Florida Statutes, fromthe Departnent of Education to the

Agency for Workforce Innovation. This transfer shall include,
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1| but not be limted to, the full-tinme equivalent of all staff

2| positions that provide any of the foll owi ng program or

3| financial functions related to the transferred prograns:

4 | program pl anni ng, policy or procedure devel opnent, rul emaking,
5| training, consultation, technical assistance, financial

6 | managenent, budgeting, grants or revenue nmanagenent, data

7| collection or analysis, and eval uation. Pursuant to contract,
8 | staff perform ng program support functions specified by the

9| Florida Partnership for School Readi ness shall be |eased to
10 | the partnership.

11 Section 51. Subsection (6) of section 39.201, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:

13 39.201 Mandatory reports of child abuse, abandonnent,
14 | or neglect; mandatory reports of death; central abuse

15| hotli ne. - -

16 (6) Information in the central abuse hotline may not
17 | be used for enpl oynent screening, except as provided in s.

18 | 39.202(2)(a) and (h). Information in the central abuse hotline
19 | and the departnent's autonated abuse information system nay be
20 | used by the departnent, its authorized agents or contract

21| providers, the Departnent of Health, or county agencies as

22 | part of the licensure or registration process pursuant to ss.
23 | 412.554-412. 70 4623061402319 and ss. 409. 175-409. 176.

24 Section 52. Subsection (1) of section 196.095, Florida
25| Statutes, is anended to read:

26 196. 095 Exenption for a licensed child care facility
27 | operating in an enterprise zone.--

28 (1) Any real estate used and owned as a child care

29 | facility as defined in s. 412.56 462362 which operates in an
30 | enterprise zone pursuant to chapter 290 is exenpt from

31 | taxation.
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Section 53. Paragraph (n) of subsection (5) of section
212.08, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

212.08 Sales, rental, use, consunption, distribution
and storage tax; specified exenptions.--The sale at retail,
the rental, the use, the consunption, the distribution, and
the storage to be used or consuned in this state of the
following are hereby specifically exenpt fromthe tax inposed
by this chapter.

(5) EXEMPTI ONS; ACCOUNT OF USE. - -

(m Educational materials purchased by certain child
care facilities.--Educational materials, such as glue, paper
pai nts, crayons, unique craft itens, scissors, books, and
educational toys, purchased by a child care facility that
neets the standards delineated in s. 412.57 462365, is
| i censed under s. 412.60 462368, holds a current Gold Sea
Quality Care designation pursuant to s. 412.553 462-28%, and
provi des basic health insurance to all enployees are exenpt
fromthe taxes inposed by this chapter. For purposes of this
par agraph, the term "basic health insurance" shall be defined
and pronulgated in rules devel oped jointly by the Departnent
of Children and Fanily Services, the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration, and the Departnent of |nsurance.

Section 54. Paragraphs (cc) and (dd) of subsection (1)
of section 220.03, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

220.03 Definitions.--

(1) SPECIFIC TERMS. --Wen used in this code, and when
not otherw se distinctly expressed or manifestly inconpatible
with the intent thereof, the following terns shall have the
fol | owi ng neani ngs:

(cc) "Child care facility startup costs" neans
expendi tures for substantial renovation, equiprent, including
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1| playground equi pnent and kitchen appliances and cooki ng

2 | equi prent, real property, including |and and i nprovenents, and

3| for reduction of debt, nmde in connection with a child care

4| facility as defined by s. 412.56 462362, or any facility

5| providing daily care to children who are mildly ill, which is

6| located in this state on the taxpayer's prenises and used by

7 | the enpl oyees of the taxpayer.

8 (dd) "Operation of a child care facility" neans

9| operation of a child care facility as defined by s. 412.56

10 | 462362, or any facility providing daily care to children who

11 ) are nmildly ill, whichis located in this state within 5 niles

12 | of at | east one place of business of the taxpayer and which is

13 | used by the enpl oyees of the taxpayer.

14 Section 55. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1), paragraph

15 ] (a) of subsection (2), and paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of

16 | section 220.19, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

17 220.19 Child care tax credits.--

18 (1) AUTHORI ZATI ON TO GRANT TAX CREDI TS; LI M TATI ONS. - -

19 (a)l. A credit of 50 percent of the startup costs of

20| child care facilities operated by a corporation for its

21 | enpl oyees is allowed agai nst any tax due for a taxable year

22 | under this chapter. A credit against such tax is also allowed

23| for the operation of a child care facility by a corporation

24 | for its enployees, which credit is in the anbunt of $50 per

25| nonth for each child enrolled in the facility.

26 2. Acredit is allowed against any tax due for a

27 | taxabl e year under this chapter for any taxpayer that nakes

28 | paynents directly to a child care facility as defined by s.

29| 412.56 462362 which is licensed in accordance with s. 412.57

30 | 462365, or to any facility providing daily care to children

31| who are mildly ill, which paynents are nade in the nane of and
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1| for the benefit of an enployee of the taxpayer in this state

2 | whose child attends the child care facility during the

3 | enpl oyee's working hours. The credit shall be an anpunt equa
4] to 50 percent of the amount of such child care paynents.

5 (2) ELIGABILITY REQU REMENTS. - -

6 (a) Achild care facility with respect to which a

7| corporation clainms a child care tax credit nmust be a child

8| care facility as defined by s. 412.56 4623062 and nust be

9| licensed in accordance with s. 412.57 4862365, or nust be a

10| facility providing daily care to children who are mldly ill.
11 (4) ADM NI STRATION. - -

12 (c) Al approvals for the granting of the tax credit
13 | require prior verification by the Departnment of Children and
14 | Fanily Services or local |icensing agency that the corporation
15| neets the licensure requirenents as defined in s. 412.56

16 | 4623062 and is currently licensed in accordance with s. 412.57
17 | 462365, or is a facility providing daily care to children who
18| are mildly ill.

19 Section 56. Subsection (1) of section 228.061, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:
21 228.061 O her public schools; preschool prograns,
22 | prekindergarten early intervention prograns, school-age child
23 | care programs, special schools and courses.--The public
24 | schools of Florida may, in addition to the schools prescribed
25| in s. 228.051, include preschool prograns, prekindergarten
26 | early intervention prograns, school-age child care prograns,
27 | special schools, and courses and cl asses as authorized bel ow.
28 (1) PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS. - - Preschool prograns shal
29 | conprise classes for children who have attained the ages
30 | prescribed by s. 232.01 and nmay be established at the
31| discretion of the school board. Such prograns or cl asses
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shal | be supported and nmaintained fromdistrict taxes, from
such funds suppl enmented by tuition charges, or fromfunds from
federal or other |awful sources, exclusive of state sources;
however, state funds may be used to support prekindergarten
early intervention prograns pursuant to s. 412.53 236-2365.

Section 57. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
229.808, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

229. 808 Annual nonpublic school survey.--

(3)

(d) Owners or enployees of nonpublic schools who have
been fingerprinted pursuant to this subsection, s. 231.02, s.
412. 561 4623625, or s. 412.574 4623655 shall not be required
to be refingerprinted if they have not been unenpl oyed or
unassoci ated with a nonpublic school or child care facility
for nore than 90 days.

Section 58. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
232.01, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

232.01 School attendance.--

(1) (a)l. Al children who have attained the age of 6
years or who will have attained the age of 6 years by February
1 of any school year or who are older than 6 years of age but
who have not attained the age of 16 years, except as
herei nafter provided, are required to attend school regularly
during the entire school term

2. Children who will have attained the age of 5 years
on or before Septenber 1 of the school year are eligible for
admi ssion to public kindergartens during that school year
under rules prescribed by the school board.

3. Children who will have attained the age of 3 years
on or before Septenber 1 of the school year are eligible for
admi ssion to prekindergarten early intervention prograns
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during that school year as provided in s. 412.53 2362365 or a
preschool programas provided in s. 228.061

Section 59. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
381.0072, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

381. 0072 Food service protection.--It shall be the
duty of the Departnent of Health to adopt and enforce
sanitation rules consistent with law to ensure the protection
of the public fromfood-borne illness. These rul es shal
provide the standards and requirenents for the storage,
preparation, serving, or display of food in food service
establishments as defined in this section and which are not
permtted or |licensed under chapter 500 or chapter 509.

(2) DUTIES. --

(a) The departnent shall adopt rules, including
definitions of terns which are consistent with | aw prescri bing
m ni nrum sani tati on standards and nanager certification
requirenments as prescribed in s. 509.039, and which shall be
enforced in food service establishments as defined in this
section. The sanitation standards must address the
construction, operation, and nai ntenance of the establishnent;
lighting, ventilation, laundry roons, |ockers, use and storage
of toxic materials and cl eani ng conpounds, and first-aid
supplies; plan review, design, construction, installation
| ocation, nmintenance, sanitation, and storage of food
equi pnrent and utensils; enployee training, health, hygiene,
and work practices; food supplies, preparation, storage,
transportation, and service, including access to the areas
where food is stored or prepared; and sanitary facilities and
controls, including water supply and sewage di sposal; plunbing
and toilet facilities; garbage and refuse collection, storage,
and di sposal ; and vernin control. Public and private schools,

136

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N D WNPRER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2001 HB 977
583-223-01

hospitals |icensed under chapter 395, nursing hones |icensed
under part |l of chapter 400, child care facilities as defined
ins. 412.554 462364, and residential facilities col ocated
with a nursing hone or hospital if all food is prepared in a
central kitchen that conplies with nursing or hospita
regul ations shall be exenpt fromthe rul es devel oped for
manager certification. The departnent shall administer a
conpr ehensi ve inspection, nonitoring, and sanpling programto
ensure such standards are maintained. Wth respect to food
service establishments pernmitted or |icensed under chapter 500
or chapter 509, the departnent shall assist the Division of
Hotel s and Restaurants of the Departnent of Business and
Pr of essi onal Regul ation and the Departnent of Agriculture and
Consuner Services with rul emaking by providing technica
i nformati on.

Section 60. Section 393.0657, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

393. 0657 Persons not required to be refingerprinted or
rescreened. --Any provision of law to the contrary
not wi t hst andi ng, human resource personnel who have been
fingerprinted or screened pursuant to chapters 393, 394, 397,
492—and 409, and 412, and teachers who have been
fingerprinted pursuant to chapter 231, who have not been
unenpl oyed for nore than 90 days thereafter, and who under the
penalty of perjury attest to the conpletion of such
fingerprinting or screening and to conpliance with the
provisions of this section and the standards for good nora
character as contained in such provisions as ss. 110.1127(3),
393.0655(1), 394.457(6), 397.451, 412.57(2)462-3065(2), and
409.175(4), shall not be required to be refingerprinted or
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rescreened in order to conply with any direct service provider
screening or fingerprinting requirenents.

Section 61. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
400.906, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

400.906 Initial application for license.--

(2) The application shall be under oath and shal
contain the follow ng

(b) Information which provides a source to establish
the suitable character and conpetency of the applicant in
accordance with the provisions of s. 412.57(2)462-365(2)rand,
if applicable, of the owner or operator, including the nane
and address of any licensed facility with which the applicant
or owner or operator has been affiliated through ownership or
enpl oynent within 5 years of the date of the application for a
i cense.

Section 62. Subsection (3) of section 400.953, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

400. 953 Background screeni ng of hone nedi cal equi pnent
provi der personnel.--The agency shall require enpl oynent
screening as provided in chapter 435, using the level 1
standards for screening set forth in that chapter, for hone
nedi cal equi pnent provi der personnel

(3) Proof of conpliance with the screening
requi rements of s. 110.1127, s. 393.0655, s. 394.4572, s.
397.451, s. 412.57 462305, s. 412.65 462313, s. 409.175, s.
464.008, or s. 985.407 or this part nust be accepted in lieu
of the requirenents of this section if the person has been
conti nuously enployed in the sanme type of occupation for which
he or she is seeking enploynent without a breach in service
t hat exceeds 180 days, the proof of conpliance is not nore
than 2 years old, and the person has been screened by the
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1| Departnent of Law Enforcenent. An enpl oyer or contractor shal
2| directly provide proof of conpliance to another enpl oyer or

3| contractor, and a potential enployer or contractor nmay not

4 | accept any proof of conpliance directly fromthe person

5] requiring screening. Proof of conpliance with the screening
6| requirenments of this section shall be provided, upon request,
7| to the person screened by the hone nedical equi pnent provider
8 Section 63. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
9| 402.164, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

10 402.164 Legislative intent; definitions.--

11 (2) As used in ss. 402.164-402.167, the term

12 (a) "dient" neans a client as defined in s. 393.063
13| s. 394.67, s. 397.311, or s. 400.960, a forensic client or

14 | client as defined in s. 916.106, a child or youth as defined
15]in s. 39.01, a child as defined ins. 827.01, a fanily as

16 | defined in s. 414.0252, a participant as defined in s.

17 | 400.551, a resident as defined in s. 400.402, a Medicaid

18 | recipient or recipient as defined in s. 409.901, a child

19 | receiving childcare as defined in s. 412.56 462362, a

20 | di sabled adult as defined in s. 410.032 or s. 410.603, or a
21 | victimas defined in s. 39.01 or s. 415.102 as each definition
22 | applies within its respective chapter

23 Section 64. Subsection (6) of section 402.26, Florida
24 | Statutes, is anended to read:

25 402.26 Child care; legislative intent.--

26 (6) It is the intent of the Legislature that a child
27 | care facility licensed pursuant to s. 412.57 462365 or a

28 | child care facility exenpt fromlicensing pursuant to s.

29 | 412. 68 462316, that achieves Gold Seal Quality status

30| pursuant to s. 412.553 462-28%, be considered an educationa
31
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institution for the purpose of qualifying for exenption from
ad valoremtax pursuant to s. 196.198.

Section 65. Subsection (2) of section 402.45, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

402.45 Comunity resource nother or father program --

(2) No later than January 1, 1990, the departnent
shal | have comrunity resource nother or father prograns
operational in some counties with high incidences of nedically
underserved high-risk children, |ow birthweight babies, and
infant nortality. The prograns shall be established in areas
where the Florida First Start Program established under s.
412.52 2362363 is not operational or is not able to serve the
entire popul ation needs in a community.

Section 66. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section
409. 1671, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

409. 1671 Foster care and rel ated servi ces;
privatization. --

(5)

(b) Substitute care providers who are |icensed under
s. 409.175 and have contracted with a | ead agency authori zed
under this section shall also be authorized to provide
regi stered or licensed fanily day care under s. 412.65
402343, if consistent with federal law and if the hone has
net :

1. The requirenents of s. 412. 65 462-3%13; and

2. The requirenments of s. 412.553 462—28% and has
received Gold Seal Quality Care designation

Section 67. Section 409.1757, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

409. 1757 Persons not required to be refingerprinted or
rescreened. --Any provision of law to the contrary
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not wi t hst andi ng, human resource personnel who have been
fingerprinted or screened pursuant to chapters 393, 394, 397,
412 462, and this chapter, and teachers who have been
fingerprinted pursuant to chapter 231, who have not been
unenpl oyed for nore than 90 days thereafter, and who under the
penalty of perjury attest to the conpletion of such
fingerprinting or screening and to conpliance with the
provisions of this section and the standards for good nora
character as contained in such provisions as ss. 110.1127(3),
393.0655(1), 394.457(6), 397.451, 412.57(2)462-3065(2), and
409. 175(4), shall not be required to be refingerprinted or
rescreened in order to conply with any caretaker screening or
fingerprinting requirenents.

Section 68. Section 411.011, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

411. 011 Records of children in school readiness
prograns. --The individual records of children enrolled in
school readi ness prograns provided under s. 412.51 411+6%
when held in the possession of the school readiness coalition
or the Florida Partnership for School Readiness, are
confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07 and
s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution. For the purposes
of this section, records include assessnent data, health data,
records of teacher observations, and identifying data,
including the child' s social security nunber. A parent,
guardi an, or individual acting as a parent in the absence of a
parent or guardian has the right to inspect and review the
i ndi vi dual school readi ness programrecord of his or her child
and to obtain a copy of the record. School readiness records
may be released to the United States Secretary of Education
the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services, and
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1| the Conptroller General of the United States for the purpose
2| of federal audits; to individuals or organizations conducting
3| studies for institutions to devel op, validate, or adm nister
4 | assessnents or inprove instruction; to accrediting

5] organi zations in order to carry out their accrediting

6| functions; to appropriate parties in connection with an

7| enmergency if the information is necessary to protect the

8| health or safety of the student or other individuals; to the
9| Auditor General in connection with his or her official

10| functions; to a court of conpetent jurisdiction in conpliance
11 | with an order of that court pursuant to a lawfully issued

12 | subpoena; and to parties to an interagency agreenent anong

13 | school readiness coalitions, |ocal governnental agencies,

14 | providers of school readi ness prograns, state agencies, and
15| the Florida Partnership for School Readiness for the purpose
16 | of inplenenting the school readi ness program Agencies,

17 | organi zations, or individuals that receive school readiness
18 | records in order to carry out their official functions nust
19 | protect the data in a manner that will not pernmt the persona
20| identification of students and their parents by persons other
21 | than those authorized to receive the records. This section is
22 | subject to the Open Governnent Sunset Review Act of 1995 in
23 | accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober
24 | 2, 2005, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through
25 | reenactnment by the Legi sl ature.
26 Section 69. Paragraph (f) of subsection (8) of section
27 | 411. 203, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
28 411. 203 Continuum of conprehensi ve services.--The
29 | Departnent of Education and the Departnent of Health and
30| Rehabilitative Services shall utilize the continuum of
31| prevention and early assistance services for high-risk
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pregnant wonen and for high-risk and handi capped chil dren and
their famlies, as outlined in this section, as a basis for
the i ntraagency and interagency program coordination
nmonitoring, and analysis required in this chapter. The

conti nuum shall be the guide for the conprehensive statew de
approach for services for high-risk pregnant wonen and for

hi gh-ri sk and handi capped children and their famlies, and nay
be expanded or reduced as necessary for the enhancenent of

t hose services. Expansion or reduction of the continuum shal
be deternined by intraagency or interagency findings and
agreenent, whichever is applicable. Inplenentation of the
conti nuum shall be based upon applicable eligibility criteria,
availability of resources, and interagency prioritization when
prograns inpact both agencies, or upon single agency
prioritization when prograns inpact only one agency. The
conti nuum shall include, but not be limted to:

(8) SUPPORT SERVI CES FOR ALL EXPECTANT PARENTS AND
PARENTS OF Hl GH RI SK CHI LDREN. - -

(f) Parent support groups, such as the comunity
resource nother or father programas established in s. 402. 45,
the Florida First Start Program as established in s. 412.52
2362363, or parents as first teachers, to strengthen famlies
and to enable fanilies of high-risk children to better neet
their needs.

Section 70. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (1)
and subsection (4) of section 445.023, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

445, 023 Program for dependent care for famlies with
children with special needs.--

(1) There is created the programfor dependent care
for families with children with special needs. This program
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is intended to provide assistance to fanmilies with children
who neet the follow ng requirenents:

(b) The child or children are considered to be
children with special needs as defined by the subsidized child
care program aut hori zed under s. 412.555 462-30615.

(c) The famly neets the incone guidelines established
under s. 412.555 462-3615. Financial eligibility for this
program shall be based solely on the guidelines used for
subsi di zed child care, notw thstandi ng any financi al
eligibility criteria to the contrary in s. 414.075, s.

414.085, or s. 414.0095.

(4) In addition to child care services provi ded under
s. 412.555 4623615, dependent care may be provided for
children age 13 years and older who are in need of care due to
disability and where such care is needed for the parent to
accept or continue enploynent or otherw se participate in work
activities. The amount of subsidy shall be consistent with the
rates for special needs child care established by the
departnment. Dependent care needed for enpl oyment nay be
provided as transitional services for up to 2 years after
eligibility for tenporary cash assi stance ends.

Section 71. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1),
par agraph (a) of subsection (2), paragraph (a) of subsection
(3), and paragraph (c) of subsection (5) of section 624.5107,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

624.5107 Child care tax credits; definitions;
authorization; limtations; eligibility and application
requi renents; admnistration; expiration.--

(1) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section

(a) "Child care facility startup costs" neans
expendi tures for substantial renovation, equiprent, including
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1| playground equi pnent and kitchen appliances and cooki ng

2 | equi prent, real property, including |and and i nprovenents, and
3| for reduction of debt, nmde in connection with the

4 | establishnment of a child care facility as defined by s. 412.56
5| 4623062, or any facility providing daily care to children who
6|are mildly ill, which is located in this state on the

7| insurer's prenises and used by the enpl oyees of the insurer

8 (b) "Operation of a child care facility" neans

9| operation of a child care facility as defined by s. 412.56

10 | 462362, or any facility providing daily care to children who
11 ) are nmildly ill, whichis located in this state within 5 niles
12 | of at |east one place of business of the insurer and which is
13 | used by the enpl oyees of the insurer

14 (2) AUTHORI ZATI ON TO GRANT TAX CREDI TS; LI M TATI ONS. - -
15 (a)l. A credit of 50 percent of the startup costs of
16 | child care facilities operated by an insurer for its enpl oyees
17 | is allowed against any tax due for a taxable year under s.

18 | 624.509 or s. 624.510. A credit against such tax is also

19| allowed for the operation of a child care facility by an

20| insurer for its enployees, which credit is in the anpunt of

21| $50 per nmonth for each child enrolled in the facility.

22 2. Acredit is allowed against any tax due for a

23 | taxabl e year under s. 624.509 or s. 624.510 for any insurer

24 | that makes paynents directly to a child care facility as

25 | defined by s. 412.56 462362 which is licensed in accordance
26 | with s. 412.57 462365, or to any facility providing daily

27 | care to children who are nmildly ill, which paynents are nade
28 | in the name of and for the benefit of an enpl oyee of the

29 | insurer in this state whose child attends the child care

30| facility during the enpl oyee's working hours. The credit

31
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shal |l be an amount equal to 50 percent of the anpbunt of such
child care paynents.

(3) ELIGABILITY REQU REMENTS. - -

(a) Achild care facility with respect to which an
insurer clainms a child care tax credit nust be a child care
facility as defined by s. 412. 56 462362 and nust be |icensed
in accordance with s. 412.57 462365, or nust be a facility
providing daily care to children who are mildly ill.

(5) ADM NI STRATION. - -

(c) Al approvals for the granting of the tax credit
require prior verification by the Departnent of Children and
Fam |y Services or local |icensing agency that the insurer
neets the licensure requirenents as defined in s. 412.56
402302 and is currently licensed in accordance with s. 412.57
402305, or is a facility providing daily care to children who
are mildly ill.

Section 72. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (4)
of section 627.70161, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

627.70161 Famly day care insurance. --

(4) DENI AL, CANCELLATI ON, REFUSAL TO RENEW
PROHI BI TED. - - An i nsurer may not deny, cancel, or refuse to
renew a policy for residential property insurance solely on
the basis that the policyholder or applicant operates a famly
day care hone. In addition to other |awful reasons for
refusing to insure, an insurer nmay deny, cancel, or refuse to
renew a policy of a famly day care hone provider if one or
nore of the follow ng conditions occur

(a) The policyhol der or applicant provides care for
nore children than authorized for fanily day care hones by s.
412.56 462-362;
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1 (c) The policyholder or applicant fails to conply with
2| the famly day care hone licensure and registration

3| requirenments specified in s. 412.65 462-3%3; or

4 Section 73. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
51 893.13, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

6 893.13 Prohibited acts; penalties.--

7 (1)

8 (c) Except as authorized by this chapter, it is

9| unlawful for any person to sell, manufacture, or deliver, or
10 | possess with intent to sell, manufacture, or deliver a

11| controll ed substance in, on, or within 1,000 feet of the rea
12 | property conprising a child care facility as defined in s.

13| 412. 56 462362 or a public or private elenentary, niddle, or
14 | secondary school between the hours of 6 a.m and 12 a.m Any
15 | person who violates this paragraph with respect to:

16 1. A controlled substance named or described in s

171 893.03(1)(a), (1)(b), (1)(d), (2)(a), (2)(b), or (2)(c)4.,
18 | conmits a felony of the first degree, punishable as provided
19|l ins. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. The def endant nust
20 | be sentenced to a minimumtermof inprisonnent of 3 cal endar
21| years unless the offense was committed within 1,000 feet of
22 | the real property conprising a child care facility as defined
23 |in s. 412.56 462-362.

24 2. A controll ed substance nanmed or described in s.

251 893.03(1)(c), (2)(c)1l., (2)(c)2., (2)(c)3., (2)(c)5.

26| (2)(c)6., (2)(c)7., (2)(c)8., (2)(c)9., (3), or (4) conmits a
27 | felony of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.

28 | 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

29 3. Any other controlled substance, except as |lawfully
30| sold, manufactured, or delivered, nmust be sentenced to pay a
31
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1| $500 fine and to serve 100 hours of public service in addition
2| to any other penalty prescribed by |aw.

3

4 | This paragraph does not apply to a child care facility unless
5] the owner or operator of the facility posts a sign that is not
6| less than 2 square feet in size with a word | egend identifying
7| the facility as a licensed child care facility and that is

8 | posted on the property of the child care facility in a

9 | conspi cuous place where the sign is reasonably visible to the
10 | public.

11 Section 74. Paragraph (g) of subsection (3) of section
12 | 921. 0022, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

13 921.0022 Crimnal Punishnment Code; offense severity
14 | ranki ng chart. --

15 (3) OFFENSE SEVERI TY RANKI NG CHART

16

17 | Florida Fel ony

18 | Statute Degr ee Descri ption

19

20 (g) LEVEL 7

21| 316.193(3)(c) 2. 3rd DU resulting in serious bodily
22 injury.

23| 327.35(3)(c) 2. 3rd Vessel BU resulting in serious
24 bodily injury.

25| 412. 70( 2) 462-319{2)2nd M srepresentation and negl i gence
26 or intentional act resulting in
27 great bodily harm pernanent

28 di sfiguration, pernanent

29 disability, or death.

30 | 409.920(2) 3rd Medi cai d provider fraud

31
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1| 456. 065(2) 3rd Practicing a health care
2 prof ession without a |license.
3| 456. 065(2) 2nd Practicing a health care
4 profession without a |license
5 which results in serious bodily
6 injury.
7 | 458. 327(1) 3rd Practicing nedicine without a
8 license
9| 459. 013(1) 3rd Practici ng osteopat hic nedicine
10 wi t hout a |icense.
11 ] 460.411(1) 3rd Practicing chiropractic nedicine
12 wi t hout a |icense.
13 ] 461.012(1) 3rd Practicing podiatric nedicine
14 wi t hout a |icense.
15| 462. 17 3rd Practicing naturopathy wthout a
16 i cense.
17 | 463. 015(1) 3rd Practicing optonetry wthout a
18 i cense.
19| 464.016(1) 3rd Practicing nursing wthout a
20 i cense.
21| 465.015(2) 3rd Practici ng pharnmacy w thout a
22 i cense.
23| 466.026(1) 3rd Practicing dentistry or dental
24 hygi ene without a license.
25| 467. 201 3rd Practicing mdw fery without a
26 i cense.
27 | 468. 366 3rd Delivering respiratory care
28 services without a |icense.
29| 483.828(1) 3rd Practicing as clinical |aboratory
30 personnel without a license.
31
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1| 483.901(9) 3rd Practici ng nedi cal physics
2 wi t hout a |icense.
3| 484. 053 3rd Di spensi ng hearing aids w thout a
4 license
5] 494. 0018(2) 1st Convi ction of any violation of
6 ss. 494.001-494.0077 in which the
7 total noney and property
8 unl awf ul | y obt ai ned exceeded
9 $50, 000 and there were five or
10 nore victims.
11| 560. 123(8) (b) 1. 3rd Failure to report currency or
12 payment instrunents exceedi ng
13 $300 but |ess than $20, 000 by
14 noney transmtter
15| 560. 125(5) (a) 3rd Money transmitter business by
16 unaut hori zed person, currency or
17 payment instrunents exceedi ng
18 $300 but | ess than $20, 000.
19 | 655.50(10) (b) 1. 3rd Failure to report financial
20 transacti ons exceedi ng $300 but
21 | ess than $20, 000 by financi al
22 institution.
23| 782.051(3) 2nd Attenpted felony nurder of a
24 person by a person other than the
25 perpetrator or the perpetrator of
26 an attenpted felony.
27 | 782.07(1) 2nd Killing of a human being by the
28 act, procurenent, or cul pable
29 negl i gence of anot her
30 (mansl aught er) .
31
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1| 782.071 2nd Killing of human being or viable
2 fetus by the operation of a notor
3 vehicle in a reckl ess manner

4 (vehi cul ar honi ci de).

51| 782.072 2nd Killing of a human being by the
6 operation of a vessel in a

7 reckl ess manner (vesse

8 honi ci de) .

9] 784.045(1) (a) 1. 2nd Aggravated battery; intentionally
10 causi ng great bodily harm or

11 di sfi gurenent.

12| 784.045(1) (a) 2. 2nd Aggravat ed battery; using deadly
13 weapon.

14 | 784.045(1) (b) 2nd Aggravat ed battery; perpetrator
15 awar e victim pregnant.

16 | 784.048(4) 3rd Aggr avat ed stal king; violation of
17 i njunction or court order

18 | 784.07(2) (d) 1st Aggravat ed battery on | aw

19 enforcenent officer
20| 784.08(2)(a) 1st Aggravated battery on a person 65
21 years of age or ol der
22| 784.081(1) 1st Aggravated battery on specified
23 of ficial or enployee.
24 | 784.082(1) 1st Aggravat ed battery by detai ned
25 person on visitor or other
26 det ai nee.
27 | 784.083(1) 1st Aggravat ed battery on code
28 i nspector.
29 | 790.07(4) 1st Speci fi ed weapons viol ation
30 subsequent to previous conviction
31 of s. 790.07(1) or (2).
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2nd

2nd

2nd

2nd

1st

1st

2nd
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Di scharge of a machi ne gun under
speci fi ed circunstances.
Possessi ng, selling, using, or
attenpting to use a hoax weapon
of mass destruction.

Procuring any person under 16
years for prostitution.

Lewd or | ascivious nol estation;
victimless than 12 years of age;
of fender | ess than 18 years.
Lewd or | ascivious nol estation;
victim 12 years of age or ol der
but | ess than 16 years; offender
18 years or ol der.

Mal i ci ously damage structure by
fire or explosive.

Burgl ary of occupied dwelli ng;
unarned; no assault or battery.
Burgl ary of unoccupi ed dwel | i ng;
unarned; no assault or battery.
Burgl ary of occupi ed conveyance;
unarned; no assault or battery.
Property stol en, val ued at
$100, 000 or nore; property stolen
whi | e causing ot her property
danmage; 1st degree grand theft.
Stol en property; initiates,
organi zes, plans, etc., the theft
of property and traffics in
stol en property.

Robbery by sudden snat chi ng.
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1| 812.133(2)(b) 1st Carjacking; no firearm deadly
2 weapon, or other weapon.

3] 825.102(3)(b) 2nd Negl ecting an elderly person or
4 di sabl ed adult causi ng great

5 bodily harm disability, or

6 di sfi gurenent.

7 | 825.1025(2) 2nd Lewd or |ascivious battery upon
8 an elderly person or disabled

9 adul t .

10| 825.103(2)(b) 2nd Expl oiting an elderly person or
11 di sabl ed adult and property is
12 val ued at $20, 000 or nore, but
13 | ess than $100, 000.

14 | 827.03(3) (b) 2nd Negl ect of a child causing great
15 bodily harm disability, or

16 di sfi gurenent.

17 | 827.04(3) 3rd | npregnation of a child under 16
18 years of age by person 21 years
19 of age or ol der.
20 | 837.05(2) 3rd Gving fal se informati on about
21 al l eged capital felony to a | aw
22 enforcenent officer
23| 872.06 2nd Abuse of a dead human body.
241 893.13(1)(c) 1. 1st Sell, manufacture, or deliver
25 cocai ne (or other drug prohibited
26 under s. 893.03(1)(a), (1)(b),
27 (1) (d), (2)(a), (2)(b), or
28 (2)(c)4.) within 1,000 feet of a
29 child care facility or school
30
31
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1| 893.13(1)(e) 1. 1st Sell, manufacture, or deliver

2 cocai ne or other drug prohibited
3 under s. 893.03(1)(a), (1)(b),

4 (1) (d), (2)(a), (2)(b), or

5 (2)(c)4., within 1,000 feet of

6 property used for religious

7 services or a specified business
8 site.

9] 893.13(4)(a) 1st Del i ver to mnor cocaine (or

10 other s. 893.03(1)(a), (1)(h),
11 (1) (d), (2)(a), (2)(b), or

12 (2)(c)4. drugs).

13 ] 893. 135(1) (a) 1. 1st Trafficking in cannabis, nore

14 than 50 | bs., less than 2,000

15 | bs.

16 | 893. 135

17 (1) (b) 1. a. 1st Trafficking in cocaine, nore than
18 28 grans, | ess than 200 grans.
19 | 893. 135
20 (1) (c)1l. a. 1st Trafficking in illegal drugs,
21 nore than 4 grans, |ess than 14
22 grans.
23] 893. 135
24 (1) (d) 1. 1st Trafficking in phencyclidine
25 nore than 28 grans, |ess than 200
26 grans.
27 | 893.135(1)(e)1. 1st Trafficking in nethaqual one, nore
28 than 200 grans, less than 5
29 ki | ograns.
30
31
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1| 893.135(1)(f) 1. 1st Trafficking in anphetam ne, nore
2 than 14 grans, |ess than 28

3 grans.

4| 893. 135

5 (1) (g1l a. 1st Trafficking in flunitrazepam 4
6 grans or nore, less than 14

7 grans.

8 | 893. 135

9 (1) (h) 1. a. 1st Trafficking in

10 gamma- hydr oxybutyric acid (GHB)
11 1 kilogramor nore, less than 5
12 ki | ograns.

13 | 893. 135

14 (D) (i)1. a. 1st Trafficking in 1,4-Butanediol, 1
15 kil ogramor nore, less then 5

16 ki | ograns.

17 | 893. 135

18 (D) (j) 2. a. 1st Trafficking in Phenethyl am nes,
19 10 grans or nore, |ess than 200
20 grans.
21| 896.101(5) (a) 3rd Money | aundering, financi al
22 transacti ons exceedi ng $300 but
23 | ess than $20, 000.
24 | 896.104(4)(a)1. 3rd Structuring transactions to evade
25 reporting or registration
26 requi renents, financial
27 transacti ons exceedi ng $300 but
28 | ess than $20, 000.
29 Section 75. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section
30| 943.0585, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
31
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1 943. 0585 Court-ordered expunction of crimnal history
2| records.--The courts of this state have jurisdiction over

3| their own procedures, including the naintenance, expunction

4| and correction of judicial records containing crimnal history
5|information to the extent such procedures are not inconsistent
6| with the conditions, responsibilities, and duties established
7| by this section. Any court of conpetent jurisdiction my

8| order a crimnal justice agency to expunge the crimna

9| history record of a minor or an adult who conplies with the
10 | requirenents of this section. The court shall not order a

11 ) criminal justice agency to expunge a crimnal history record
12 | until the person seeking to expunge a crimnal history record
13 | has applied for and received a certificate of eligibility for
14 | expunction pursuant to subsection (2). A crimnal history

15| record that relates to a violation of chapter 794, s. 800. 04,
16 | s. 817.034, s. 827.071, chapter 839, s. 893.135, or a

17 | violation enunerated in s. 907.041 nay not be expunged,

18 | without regard to whet her adjudication was withheld, if the
19 | defendant was found guilty of or pled guilty or nolo

20 | contendere to the offense, or if the defendant, as a m nor

21| was found to have committed, or pled guilty or nolo contendere
22| to conmmtting, the offense as a delinquent act. The court nay
23 | only order expunction of a crimnal history record pertaining
24| to one arrest or one incident of alleged crimnal activity,

25 | except as provided in this section. The court may, at its sole
26 | discretion, order the expunction of a crimnal history record
27 | pertaining to nore than one arrest if the additional arrests
28 | directly relate to the original arrest. If the court intends
29 | to order the expunction of records pertaining to such

30| additional arrests, such intent nust be specified in the

31| order. Acrinnal justice agency nay not expunge any record
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1| pertaining to such additional arrests if the order to expunge
2| does not articulate the intention of the court to expunge a

3| record pertaining to nore than one arrest. This section does
4| not prevent the court fromordering the expunction of only a
5] portion of a crimnal history record pertaining to one arrest
6| or one incident of alleged crimnal activity. Notwithstanding
7] any law to the contrary, a crinmnal justice agency may conply
8| with laws, court orders, and official requests of other

9] jurisdictions relating to expunction, correction, or

10 | confidential handling of criminal history records or

11 | information derived therefrom This section does not confer
12 | any right to the expunction of any crinminal history record,

13 | and any request for expunction of a crimnal history record
14 | may be denied at the sole discretion of the court.

15 (4) EFFECT OF CRIM NAL HI STORY RECORD EXPUNCTI ON. - - Any
16 | criminal history record of a minor or an adult which is

17 | ordered expunged by a court of conpetent jurisdiction pursuant
18| to this section nust be physically destroyed or obliterated by
19 | any crimnal justice agency having custody of such record;
20 | except that any criminal history record in the custody of the
21 | departnment rnust be retained in all cases. Acrimnal history
22 | record ordered expunged that is retained by the departnent is
23| confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1)
24| and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution and not
25| avail able to any person or entity except upon order of a court
26 | of conpetent jurisdiction. Acrimnal justice agency may
27 | retain a notation indicating conpliance with an order to
28 | expunge.
29 (a) The person who is the subject of a crimna
30| history record that is expunged under this section or under
31| other provisions of law, including former s. 893.14, forner s.
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901.33, and former s. 943.058, may lawfully deny or fail to
acknowl edge the arrests covered by the expunged record, except
when the subject of the record:

1. 1Is a candidate for enploynent with a crimnna
justice agency;

2. |Is a defendant in a crinminal prosecution

3. Concurrently or subsequently petitions for relief
under this section or s. 943.059;

4. |s a candidate for adm ssion to The Florida Bar

5. |Is seeking to be enployed or licensed by or to
contract with the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
or the Departrment of Juvenile Justice or to be enpl oyed or
used by such contractor or licensee in a sensitive position
having direct contact with children, the devel opnentally
di sabl ed, the aged, or the elderly as provided in s.
110.1127(3), s. 393.063(15), s. 394.4572(1), s. 397.451, s.
412.56(4) 4062-302(3), s. 412.65(3)462-313(3), s.
409.175(2) (i), s. 415.102(4), s. 985.407, or chapter 400; or

6. |s seeking to be enployed or licensed by the Ofice
of Teacher Education, Certification, Staff Devel opnent, and
Prof essional Practices of the Departnent of Education, any
di strict school board, or any local governmental entity that
licenses child care facilities.

Section 76. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section
943.059, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

943.059 Court-ordered sealing of crimnal history
records.--The courts of this state shall continue to have
jurisdiction over their own procedures, including the
mai nt enance, sealing, and correction of judicial records
containing crinmnal history information to the extent such
procedures are not inconsistent with the conditions,
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responsibilities, and duties established by this section. Any
court of conpetent jurisdiction may order a crininal justice
agency to seal the crininal history record of a minor or an
adult who conplies with the requirenents of this section. The
court shall not order a criminal justice agency to seal a
crimnal history record until the person seeking to seal a
crimnal history record has applied for and received a
certificate of eligibility for sealing pursuant to subsection
(2). Acrimnal history record that relates to a violation of
chapter 794, s. 800.04, s. 817.034, s. 827.071, chapter 839,
s. 893.135, or a violation enunerated in s. 907.041 nmay not be
seal ed, without regard to whether adjudication was wi thhel d,
if the defendant was found guilty of or pled guilty or nolo
contendere to the offense, or if the defendant, as a mn nor
was found to have committed or pled guilty or nolo contendere
to conmitting the offense as a delinquent act. The court may
only order sealing of a crinmnal history record pertaining to
one arrest or one incident of alleged crininal activity,
except as provided in this section. The court may, at its sole
di scretion, order the sealing of a crimnal history record
pertaining to nore than one arrest if the additional arrests
directly relate to the original arrest. |If the court intends
to order the sealing of records pertaining to such additiona
arrests, such intent nust be specified in the order. A
crimnal justice agency may not seal any record pertaining to
such additional arrests if the order to seal does not
articulate the intention of the court to seal records
pertaining to nore than one arrest. This section does not
prevent the court fromordering the sealing of only a portion
of a crimnal history record pertaining to one arrest or one
incident of alleged crimnal activity. Notw thstanding any | aw
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1|to the contrary, a crimnal justice agency may conply with

2| laws, court orders, and official requests of other
3|ljurisdictions relating to sealing, correction, or confidential
4 | handling of crimnal history records or information derived

5| therefrom This section does not confer any right to the

6 | sealing of any criminal history record, and any request for

7| sealing a crinmnal history record may be denied at the sole

8 | discretion of the court.

9 (4) EFFECT OF CRIM NAL HI STORY RECORD SEALING --A

10| criminal history record of a minor or an adult which is

11 | ordered sealed by a court of conpetent jurisdiction pursuant
12| to this section is confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions
13 ] of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution
14 ) and is available only to the person who is the subject of the
15| record, to the subject's attorney, to crimnal justice

16 | agencies for their respective crinmnal justice purposes, or to
17 | those entities set forth in subparagraphs (a)l., 4., 5., and
18 |1 6. for their respective licensing and enpl oynent purposes.

19 (a) The subject of a crimnal history record seal ed
20 | under this section or under other provisions of |law, including
21| fornmer s. 893.14, fornmer s. 901.33, and forner s. 943.058, may
22 | lawmfully deny or fail to acknow edge the arrests covered by
23 | the seal ed record, except when the subject of the record:
24 1. 1Is a candidate for enploynent with a crimna
25| justice agency;
26 2. |Is a defendant in a criminal prosecution
27 3. Concurrently or subsequently petitions for relief
28 | under this section or s. 943. 0585;
29 4. |s a candidate for adm ssion to The Florida Bar
30 5. |s seeking to be enployed or licensed by or to
31| contract with the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
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1| or the Departnent of Juvenile Justice or to be enployed or

2 | used by such contractor or licensee in a sensitive position

3| having direct contact with children, the devel opnentally

4| di sabled, the aged, or the elderly as provided in s.

51 110.1127(3), s. 393.063(15), s. 394.4572(1), s. 397.451, s.

6 | 412. 56(4) 462-362(3), s. 412.65(3)462-313(3), s.

71 409.175(2)(i), s. 415.102(4), s. 415.103, s. 985.407, or

8 | chapter 400; or

9 6. |s seeking to be enployed or licensed by the Ofice
10 | of Teacher Education, Certification, Staff Devel opnent, and
11 | Professional Practices of the Departnent of Education, any

12 | district school board, or any local governnental entity which
13| licenses child care facilities.

14 Section 77. Subsection (2) of section 985.04, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:

16 985.04 QCaths; records; confidential information.--

17 (2) Records nmintained by the Departnent of Juvenile
18 | Justice, including copies of records naintained by the court,
19 | which pertain to a child found to have commtted a delinquent
20| act which, if conmitted by an adult, would be a crine

21 | specified in ss. 110.1127, 393.0655, 394.457, 397.451

22 | 412.57(2) 462-3065(2), 409.175, and 409.176 nay not be

23 | destroyed pursuant to this section, except in cases of the

24 | death of the child. Such records, however, shall be seal ed by
25| the court for use only in neeting the screening requirenents
26 | for personnel in s. 412.574 48230655 and the other sections
27 | cited above, or pursuant to departnental rule; however,

28 | current crimnal history information nust be obtained fromthe
29 | Departnment of Law Enforcenent in accordance with s. 943. 053
30| The information shall be rel eased to those persons specified
31| in the above cited sections for the purposes of conplying with
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t hose sections. The court nay punish by contenpt any person
who rel eases or uses the records for any unauthorized purpose.

Section 78. Paragraph (e) of subsection (4) of section
985.05, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

985.05 Court records.--

(4) A court record of proceedings under this part is
not adnissible in evidence in any other civil or crimna
proceedi ng, except that:

(e) Records of proceedings under this part nmay be used
to prove disqualification pursuant to ss. 110.1127, 393. 0655,
394. 457, 397.451, 412.57 462365, 412.65 4062313, 409. 175,

409. 176, and 985. 407.
Section 79. This act shall take effect upon beconming a

| aw.
EE IR I b A b b S S b T I S S b b S I I b S S b
HOUSE SUVMMARY
Requi res the Agency for Workforce Innovation to provide
staff and other support to the Florida Partnersh!P for
School Readi ness and transfers state responS|b|I|_Y for
pr eki ndergarten prograns, |ncIud|n? subsi di zed child
care, fromvarious State departnenfs to the a?ency and
t he partnership. Changes the designation of offices
wthin the a?ency to reflect the added jurisdiction and
responsi bilities:

Transfers fundi ng, personnel, and other itens fromthe
Executive O fice of the Governor and the Departnent of
Children and Family Services to the Agency for Wrkforce

I nnovat i on.

Pl aces | ocal resPonsibiIity for school readi ness prograns
wth | ocal school readiness coalitions rather than with
district school boards.

See bill for details.
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