Florida Senate - 2001 SB 18-B

By Senator Sullivan

22- 486A- 02
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to student financial
3 assi stance; anendi ng s. 240.40201, F.S.
4 extending eligibility for accepting a Bright
5 Futures schol arship; restricting the types of
6 schol arship a Bright Futures Schol ar nay
7 receive; anending s. 240.40202, F.S.; providing
8 for initial acceptance of a scholarship, to
9 conform anmending s. 240.40205, F.S.; deleting
10 obsol ete provisions; designating an award | evel
11 for a Florida Academ c Schol arshi p; anendi ng s.
12 240. 40206, F.S.; increasing the eligibility
13 requirenents for earning a Florida Merit
14 Schol arshi p; designating an award | evel;
15 del eting obsol ete provisions; anmendi ng s.
16 240. 40207, F.S.; increasing the eligibility
17 requirements for earning the Florida Gold Sea
18 Vocati onal Schol arshi p; designating an award
19 | evel ; deleting obsol ete provisions; anendi ng
20 S. 240.404, F.S.; providing certain limtations
21 on eligibility for various state student grant
22 prograns; eliminating obsol ete provisions;
23 providing an effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) of section
28 | 240. 40201, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
29 240. 40201 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
30 | Program - -
31
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1 (1) The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Programis
2| created to establish a lottery-funded schol arship programto
3| reward any Florida high school graduate who nerits recognition
4 | of high acadenic achi evenent and who enrolls in an eligible

5| Florida public or private postsecondary education institution
6| wthin 7 3 years after ef graduation from hi gh school. An

7| anard may not be provided to a student beyond 7 years after

8 | high school graduation, regardl ess of the year in which the

9| student first receives schol arshi p fundi ng.

10 (2) The Bright Futures Schol arship Program consists of
11| three types of awards, the Florida Acadenic Schol arship, the
12 | Florida Merit Schol arship, and the Florida VYeecatienat Gol d

13 | Seal Vocational Schol arshi p.

14 Section 2. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) and

15 | subsection (2) of section 240.40202, Florida Statutes, are

16 | anended to read:

17 240. 40202 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
18 | student eligibility requirenents for initial awards.--

19 (1) To be eligible for an initial award from any of

20| the three types of schol arships under the Florida Bright

21 | Futures Schol arship Program a student nust:

22 (f) Apply for a scholarship fromthe program by—Aptit+
23 | +—of—thet+ast—senester before high school graduation

24 (2) I . L eib i tiad I
25 | ol tow hied hool I . I

26 efewa A i i dat-on—A
27 | student who appties—for—an—award—byAprit—1t—-and-whoe neets al
28 | other eligibility requirenments, but who does not accept his or
29 | her award, may apply for reinstatement of the award for use
30 | within 7 reappty—during—subseguent—appHeation—periods—up—to-—3
31| years after high school graduation. Reinstatenent applications
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nmust be received by the deadline established by the Departnent

of Educati on.

Section 3. Subsections (1) and (2) of section
240. 40205, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240. 40205 Florida Acadenic Schol ars award. - -

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Acadenic
Scholars award if the student neets the general eligibility
requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program and t he student:

(a) Has achieved a 3.5 weighted grade point average as
cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or its equivalent, in
hi gh school courses that are designated by the Departnment of

Educati on

as col | ege-preparatory

academnm ¢ cour ses=and

tb)y has attained at |east the score identified by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Col |l ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program e+

(b) te) Has attended a home education program accordi ng
to s. 232.0201 during grades 11 and 12 or has conpleted the
International Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
I nternational Baccal aureate Di ploma, and has attai ned at | east
the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the
Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the College
Entrance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
Col | ege Testing Program e+

3
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1 (c) td)y Has been awarded an International Baccal aureate
2| Diploma fromthe International Baccal aureate Ofice; ot

3 (d) fe) Has been recogni zed by the nmerit or achi evenent

4| prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a

5| scholar or finalist; or

6 (e) tH)> Has been recogni zed by the National H spanic

7 | Recognition Programas a schol ar recipient.

8

9 | EHeetivewi-th—the—1998-1999—school—year-A st udent nust

10 | conplete a program of comunity service work, as approved by
11| the district school board or the adm nistrators of a nonpublic
12 | school, which shall include a mninumof 75 hours of service
13| work and require the student to identify a social problemthat
14 | interests himor her, develop a plan for his or her personal
15| invol venent in addressing the problem and, through papers or
16 | other presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her

17 | experi ence.

18 (2) Until July 1, 2006,a Florida Academ c Schol ar who
19 ) is enrolled in a public postsecondary education institution is
20| eligible for an award equal to the anobunt required to pay

21 | matriculation, fees, and $600 for college-rel ated expenses

22 | annually. Until July 1, 2006,a student who is enrolled in a
23 | nonpublic postsecondary education institution is eligible for
24 | an award equal to the anmpbunt that would be required to pay for
25| the average matriculation and fees of a public postsecondary
26 | education institution at the conparable level, plus the annua
27 | $600. Effective July 1, 2006, a student is eligible to receive
28 | a maxi mum annual award of $3,200 or the anpunt established in
29 | a General Appropriations Act.

30 Section 4. Section 240.40206, Florida Statutes, is

31 | anended to read
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240. 40206 Florida Merit Schol ars award. - -

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Merit Scholars
award if the student neets the general eligibility
requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program and t he student:

(a) Until July 1, 2006, has achieved a wei ghted grade

poi nt average of 3.0, or on or after July 1, 2006, has

achi eved a wei ghted grade poi nt average of 3.25,as cal cul ated

pursuant to s. 240.40202, or the equivalent, in high schoo
courses that are designated by the Departnent of Education

Boeard—of—Comruni-ty—Cotteges as col | ege-preparatory academ ¢
cour ses; and

tb)y has attained at |east the score identified by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Col |l ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or

(b) te) Has attended a home education program accordi ng
to s. 232.0201 during grades 11 and 12 or has conpleted the
International Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
I nternational Baccal aureate Di ploma, and has attai ned at | east
the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the
Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the College
Ent rance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
Col | ege Testing Program

(2) Until July 1, 2006,a Florida Merit Scholar is

eligible for an award equal to the anobunt required to pay 75
5
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percent of matriculation and fees, if the student is enrolled
in a public postsecondary education institution. Until July 1,

2006, a student who is enrolled in a nonpublic postsecondary
education institution is eligible for an award equal to the
anount that would be required to pay 75 percent of the
matricul ati on and fees of a public postsecondary education
institution at the conparable level. Effective July 1, 2006, a

student is eligible to receive a nmaxi rum annual award of

$1, 900 or the anpunt established in a General Appropriations

Act .

(3) To be eligible for a renewal award as a Florida
Merit Scholar, a student nust nmmintain the equivalent of a
grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale for al
post secondary education work attenpted, with an opportunity
for reinstatenent one tine as provided in this act.

Section 5. Subsections (1) and (2) of section
240. 40207, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240. 40207 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars
award. --The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award is
created within the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
to recogni ze and reward academ ¢ achi evenent and vocationa
preparation by high school students who wish to continue their
educat i on.

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Gold Seal
Vocational Scholars award if the student neets the genera
eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arshi p Program and the student:

(a) Conpletes the secondary school portion of a
sequential programof studies that requires at |east three
secondary school vocational credits taken over at |east 2
academ c years, and is continued in a planned, rel ated

6
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1| postsecondary education program |f the student's school does

2| not offer such a two-plus-two or tech-prep program the

3| student nust conplete a job-preparatory career education

4 | program sel ected by the Wrkforce Estinmating Conference or

5| Wrkforce Florida, Inc., for its ability to provide hi gh-wage

6 | enpl oynent in an occupation with high potential for enpl oynent

7 | opportunities. On-the-job training may not be substituted for

8 | any of the three required vocational credits.

9 (b) Denonstrates readi ness for postsecondary education
10 | by earning a passing score on the Florida College Entry Level
11| Placenent Test or its equivalent as identified by the
12 | Departnent of Educati on.

13 (c) Until July 1, 2006, earns a m nimum cunul ative

14 | wei ghted grade point average of 3.0, or on or after July 1,

15| 2006, earns a mni mum curul ati ve wei ghted grade poi nt average
16 | of 3.25,as cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, on al

17 | subjects required for a standard hi gh school diplons,

18 | excl udi ng el ective courses.

19 (d) Earns a mini mum unwei ghted grade poi nt average of
20| 3.5 on a 4.0 scale for secondary vocational courses conpri sing
21| the vocational program

22 (e) Conpletes the requirenments of a vocational -ready
23 | di pl oma program as defined by rules of the State Board of

24 | Educati on.

25 (2) Until July 1, 2006,a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa
26 | Scholar is eligible for an award equal to the anount required
27| to pay 75 percent of matriculation and fees, if the student is
28 | enrolled in a public postsecondary education institution

29 | Until July 1, 2006,a student who is enrolled in a nonpublic

30 | postsecondary education institution is eligible for an award
31| equal to the anpbunt that would be required to pay 75 percent
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of the matriculation and nmandatory fees of a public
post secondary education institution at the conparable |evel.
Effective July 1, 2006, a student is eligible to receive a

maxi nrum annual award of $1,900 or the anpbunt established in a

Ceneral Appropriations Act.

Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and
subsection (4) of section 240.404, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
for state financial aid.--

(1)(a) The general requirenents for eligibility of
students for state financial aid awards consist of the
fol | owi ng:

1. Achievenent of the academnic requirenents of and
acceptance at a state university or community college; a
nursi ng di pl oma school approved by the Florida Board of
Nursing; a Florida college, university, or community coll ege
which is accredited by a nenber of the Commi ssion on
Recogni tion of Postsecondary Accreditation; any Florida
institution the credits of which are acceptable for transfer
to state universities; any area technical center; or any
private vocational -technical institution accredited by an
accredi ted agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent

of Educati on a—+enrber—of—the—Comri-sston—omn—Recogrition—of
Poestsecondary—Aceredi-tation.

2. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year

preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant

to s. 240.409, s. 240.4095, s. 240.4097, s. 240.412, s.

240. 4125, s. 240.413, s. 240.4987, s. 240.605, or s. 240.606.

Residency in this state nust be for purposes other than to

obtai n an education. Resident status for purposes of receiving
8
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state financial aid awards shall be determined in the sane
manner as resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s.
240.1201 and rules of the State Board of Education

3. Submission of certification attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information
provided to denpnstrate a student's eligibility to receive
state financial aid awards. Fal sification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be nade. Additionally, students who
knowi ngly nake fal se statenents in order to receive state
financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
be required to return all state financial aid awards
wrongful | y obt ai ned.

4, Conpletion of the Free Application for Federa
Student Aid provided by the U S. Departnent of Education and
submitted as required by the Florida Departnent of Education

(4) Effective July 1, 2006, a student is not eligible
to receive nore than one state scholarship or state grant,

except that a student who qualifies for both a nerit-based

schol arshi p and a need-based grant nmay receive both types of

awards. A Ne student is not shatH—be eligible to receive nore
than one state scholarship that is based on acadenic nerit.
Students who qualify for nore than one such schol arship shal
be notified of all awards for which they qualify and shall be
provi ded the opportunity to accept one of their choosing.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses provi sions of the Educati on Code
student financial assistance. (See bil

relating to
for details.)
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