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I. Summary: 

The bill substantially amends ss. 328.72 and 328.76, F.S. 

II. Present Situation: 

Under Ch. 2000-362, Laws of Florida, effective July 1, 2001, counties receive a portion of the 
registration fees paid to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles for commercial 
vessels. Prior to the 2000 session, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission received the  
fees paid by commercial vessels. 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

Section 1. Amends s. 328.72 F.S. to state that the county portion of vessel registration fees is 
derived from recreational vessels only. This section also clarifies that the first $1 of the county 
share of fees will be deposited in the Save the Manatee Trust Fund. 
 
Section 2. Amends s. 328.76, F.S. to clarify that $1.50 of both the commercial and recreational 
vessel registration fees are deposited in the Save the Manatee Trust Fund. 
 
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law. 
 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 
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B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 
 

V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

C. Government Sector Impact: 

State Government: 
Under current projections, the bill will result in an additional $1.3 million deposited 
annually in the Save the Manatee Trust Fund. Such funds are used by the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission primarily for law enforcement activities. 
 
Local Government: 
Under current projections, statewide the counties would not receive additional fee 
revenue of approximately $1.3 million annually. 
 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s sponsor or the Florida Senate. 


