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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 CS/HB 1119
By the Council for Smarter Governnent and Representatives

Heyman, Kendrick, Stansel, Evers, Spratt, Argenziano, Machek
Kosmas, Bucher, Richardson and Bowen

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to danage or destruction of
agricultural products or production systens;
anending s. 604.60, F.S.; revising provisions
that provide a cause of civil action for the
knowi ng and wil |l ful damage or destruction of
agricultural crops to revise term nol ogy and
i ncl ude danage or destruction to agricultura
production systens; providing for allowable
danmages; providing an exenption fromliability;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 604.60, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

604.60 Dammge or destruction of agricultural products
or agricultural production systens eteps; civil action.--

(1) As used in this section

(a) "Agricultural product" nmeans the natural products

froma farm nursery, grove, orchard, vineyard, garden, or

apiary, including |livestock, tobacco, and vegetabl es, and

i ncl udes aquacultural, horticultural, viticultural, forestry,

aquatic, dairy, livestock, poultry, bee, and any farm

products.
(b) "Agricultural production systenl neans | and,

bui | di ngs, or equi pnent used in the production of any

agricultural product as defined in paragraph (a).

(2) Any private, public, or comercial agricultura
grower or producer who grows or produces any agricultura

pr oduct —as—def+netd—n—s—468-382(#for personal, research
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or commercial purposes or for testing or research purposes in
a product devel oprment program conducted in conjunction or
coordination with a private research facility, a university,
or any federal, state, or |ocal governnent agency who suffers
danmages as a result of another person's willful and know ng
damage or destruction of any such agricultural product or the
agricultural production system of such grower or producer has

a cause of action for danmages equal to triple doublte the
anmount of the value of the product or production system or

portion thereof damaged or destroyed, including the cost of

any experinental product replication, and for any other relief
a court of conpetent jurisdiction deens appropriate,
including, but not limted to, conpensatory and punitive
damages.

(3) I'n awardi ng damages under this section, the courts
shal | consider the market value of the product or production

system prior to danage or destruction, and production
research, testing, replacenent, and product devel opment costs
directly related to the product or production systemthat has

been damaged or destroyed as part of the value of the product
or production system The prevailing party in any action

brought pursuant to this section is entitled to an award of
reasonabl e attorney's fees and court costs.
(4) There shall be no liability under this section on

the part of, and no cause of action shall arise under this

section against, the state or any agency thereof, including

any crimnal justice agency, the Departnent of Agriculture and

Consuner Services or its agents or enpl oyees, a |ocal

governnental entity, or any other political subdivision of the

state for any action taken by themin the performance of their

powers and duti es.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2002.
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