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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 1136

By the Cormittee on Transportation; and Senator Pruitt

306-1943-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to |icense plates; anmending ss.
320. 08056, 320.08058, F.S.; creating a Protect
Fl orida Whal es specialty license plate;
provi di ng an annual use fee; providing for the
distribution of the use fees received;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (hh) is added to subsection (4)
of section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, as amended by chapter
2001- 355, Laws of Florida, to read:

320. 08056 Specialty license plates.--

(4) The following license plate annual use fees shal
be collected for the appropriate specialty license plates:

(hh) Protect Florida Wuales |license plate, $25.

Section 2. Subsection (34) is added to section
320. 08058, Florida Statutes, as anmended by chapter 2001- 355,
Laws of Florida, to read

320. 08058 Specialty license plates.--
(34) PROTECT FLORI DA WHALES LI CENSE PLATES. - -
(a) The departnent shall develop a Protect Florida

VWhal es license plate as provided in this section. The word

"Fl orida" shall appear at the top of the plate, and the words

"Protect Florida Whal es" shall appear at the bottom of the

pl at e.
(b) The annual use fees shall be distributed to the

Har bor Branch Oceanographic Institution, Inc., to fund whal e

research, rehabilitation, and education prograns. Up to 15

percent of the funds received by the institution may be used
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for administrative costs directly associated with the Harbor

Branch Qceanographic Institution's Mari ne Manmal Research and

Conservation programand this specialty license plate funding.

Up to 10 percent of the funds may be used for continuing

pronmotion and marketing of the |license plate. Ten percent of
the funds shall be distributed to the Wl and Foundation, Inc.
and used specifically to conduct educational prograns in this

state which pronote conservation of Florida marine nanmal s.

The remai nder of the funds shall be used to collect, analyze,

and archive scientific data regardi ng whal e popul ati ons t hat

inhabit, utilize, or mgrate in state waters; provide care and

assi stance to stranded whal es; construct and nmintain a

Har bor - Branch- based teachi ng mari ne manmal hospital; train

veterinary students in the rescue, nedical and rehabilitation

treatnent, and rel ease and postrel ease nonitoring of stranded

whal es; distribute information for the purpose of protecting

and preserving whal es; identify whal e popul ati ons; conduct

scientific research through genetic, telenetry, bioacoustical

and phot ographic identification research prograns; advance the

research technol ogy associated with tracking, nonitoring, and

cat egori zi ng whal es; devel op nethods of nonitoring whal e

novenents; and provide for nethods of early-warning detection

systens and advance notification that will help prevent

acci dental boat strikes in state waters.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBSE?ggITUTE FOR

Revi ses the name of the specialty plate from"Protect Florida
Whal es and Oceans" to Protect Florida Wales"

Revi ses the authorized uses of specialty fee funds allocated
to to the Wl and Foundati on

Revises the list of scientific research activities for which
speciality fee funds may be utili zed.
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