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By Representative Bennett

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public enploynent; anending

3 s. 295.07, F.S.; elinmnating certain positions

4 fromexenption frompreferential appointnent

5 and retention requirenents; requiring vacant

6 sel ect exenpt positions in the Departnent of

7 Veterans' Affairs to be filled with qualified

8 veterans; providing an effective date.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Section 295.07, Florida Statutes, is

13 | anended to read:

14 295.07 Preference in appointnment and retention.--

15 (1) The state and political subdivisions in the state
16 | shall give preference in appointnent and retention in

17 | positions of enploynent to:

18 (a) Those disabl ed veterans:

19 1. W have served on active duty in any branch of the
20 | Arnmed Forces of the United States, have been separated

21 | therefrom under honorabl e conditions, and have established the
22 | present existence of a service-connected disability which is
23 | conpensabl e under public | aws adm nistered by the U. S.

24 | Departnent of Veterans' Affairs, or

25 2. Wio are receiving conpensation, disability

26 | retirenment benefits, or pension by reason of public | aws

27 | administered by the U S. Departnent of Veterans' Affairs and
28 | the Departnent of Defense.

29 (b) The spouse of any person who has a total

30| disability, permanent in nature, resulting froma

31 | service-connected disability and who, because of this
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disability, cannot qualify for enploynent, and the spouse of
any person missing in action, captured in line of duty by a
hostile force, or forcibly detained or interned in line of
duty by a foreign governnent or power.

(c) A veteran of any war as defined in s. 1.01(14).

(d) The unrenarried wi dow or wi dower of a veteran who
di ed of a service-connected disability.

(2) The Departnent of Veterans' Affairs shall adopt
rules to ensure that veterans are given special consideration
in the enploying agency's selection and retention processes.
The rules nust include the award of point val ues as
articulated in s. 295.08, if applicable, or, where point
val ues are not relevant, nust include procedures to ensure
that veterans are given special consideration at each step of
t he enpl oynent sel ection process, unless the sponsoring
governnental entity is a party to a collective bargaining
agreenent, in which case the collective bargaini ng agreenent
nmust conply within 90 days following ratification of a
successor collective bargai ni ng agreenent or extension of any
exi sting coll ective bargai ning agreenent.

(3) Preference in enploynent and retention nmay be
given only to eligible persons who are described in subsection

(1) and who are residents of this state.

() he—foltow . F "
seetion-
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tb) Positions in political subdivisions of the state
which are filled by officers el ected by popular vote or
persons appointed to fill vacancies in such offices and the
personal secretary of each such officer, nenbers of boards and
conmi ssi ons, persons enployed on a tenporary basis w thout
benefits, heads of departnents, positions that require
licensure as a physician, licensure as an osteopathic
physician, licensure as a chiropractic physician, and
positions that require that the enpl oyee be a nenber of The
Florida Bar are exenpt fromthis section.

(5) The executive director of the Departnent of

Veterans' Affairs shall fill any vacant sel ect exenpt position

in the departnment with a qualified veteran as defined in

subsection (1).
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Eli mi nates certain public enployee positions fromthe
exenption frompreferential appointhent and retention
requi rements. Requires the executive director of the
Departnent . of Veterans' Affairs to fill any vacant sel ect
ex?npt position in the departnent with a qualified

vet er an.
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