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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to econonic recovery; providing

3 | egislative intent; providing criteria,

4 requirenents, and limtations on certain

5 training; providing for power and authority of

6 the Agency for W rkforce I nnovation; providing

7 requi rements for expenditure of certain funds;

8 anending s. 443.036, F.S.; providing a

9 definition and an application of an alternative

10 base period; providing requirenents and

11 limtations; specifying, for alinmted tine

12 period, alternative tine periods and anounts of

13 certain paynents, an increase in weekly benefit

14 anounts, and wai ver of a waiting period for

15 certain individuals for unenpl oynent

16 conpensati on purposes; providing an effective

17 dat e.

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20

21 Section 1. The Legislature finds that busi nesses and
22| individuals in this state are experiencing significant

23 | econom ¢ hardship and revenues critical to the delivery of
24 | vital public services are jeopardi zed. Therefore, it is the
25| intent of the Legislature to establish policies designed to
26 | stinmul ate econonmic activity in this state and pronote the
27 | economic security of the residents of this state. The need to
28 | retain and create jobs in this state during the current

29 | economic environnent is great. A significant investnent of
30| state funds in reenploynent and retraining prograns is

31| essential to econonic recovery in this state. The state should
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i nvest in econonic recovery training prograns that deliver a

hi gh expectation of continued enpl oynent after a reasonably

short period of training is conpl eted. Econonic recovery

training funds shoul d be expended on prograns that enhance the

skills of citizens of this state who are enpl oyed by

busi nesses based in this state.

Section 2. Economic recovery training shall be awarded

to providers of training services on a conpetitive bid basis

and shall receive continued paynent on a perfornmance-based

schedul e not to exceed 12 nonths. Training agreenents nay not

be continued with enpl oyers who denonstrate a pattern of

failing to provide participants with enpl oynent. The Agency

for Workforce Innovation and its controlling board, Wrkforce

Florida, Inc., shall have power and authority over the use of

econom ¢ recovery training funds pursuant to this act and such

funds shall be expended in accordance with the provisions of
chapter 445, Florida Statutes.

Section 3. Subsection (7) of section 443.036, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

443.036 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, unless
the context clearly requires otherw se:

(7) BASE PERI OD. - -

(a) "Base period" nmeans the first four of the |ast

five conpl eted cal endar quarters inmedi ately preceding the
first day of an individual's benefit year
(b) Wth respect to a benefit year commencing after

Septenber 1, 2001, if an individual is not nonetarily eligible

in his or her base period to qualify for benefits, the

di vi sion nust designate his or her base period to be the

alternative base period. As used in this paragraph, the term

"alternative base period" neans the |last four conpleted
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cal endar quarters imediately preceding the individual's

benefit year. Wages used in a base period to establish a

nonetarily eligible benefit year cannot be applied to

establish nonetary eligibility in any succeedi ng benefit year

If information regardi ng wages for the cal endar quarter or

guarters inmmediately preceding the benefit year is not

available to the division fromthe regular quarterly reports

of wage information, the division shall request such

information fromthe enpl oyer. Enployers shall have 10 days in

which to respond to wage requests fromthe division
Section 4. (1) Notwithstanding s. 443.091(4)(e),
Florida Statutes, the waiting period of 1 week shall be waived

for unenployed individuals eligible to receive benefits.
(2) Notwithstanding s. 443.111(1)(b), Florida
Statutes, the initial paynent of unenpl oynent conpensation

benefits shall be for 1 week of conpensati on and subsequent

conpensation shall occur biweekly.
(3) Notwithstanding s. 443.111(3), Florida Statutes,
the weekly benefit anpunt deternined under s. 443.111(3),

Florida Statutes, for any individual shall be increased by the

greater of $25 or 15 percent.
(4) This section is repeal ed June 30, 2004.
Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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2 HOUSE SUVMMARY
3
Provides |l egislative intent for econom c recovery
4 neasures. Provides criteria, requirenents, and
I[imtations for econom c recovery training. Provides for
5 use of an alternative base period whenever an individua
is not nonetarily eligible in a base period to receive
6 unenpl oynent conpensation benefits. Specifies, for 2.5
years, alternative time periods and anmpunts of paynents
7 of unenpl oynent conpensation, an increase in weekly
benefit anbunts for unenpl oynment conpensation purposes,
8 and. a wai ver of a waiting period for unenployed
individuals eligible to receive benefits. See bill for
9 detai | s.
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