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Florida Senate - 2002 SJR 1196
By Senator Posey

15-1249- 02 See HIR 709
Senate Joint Resol uti on No.
A joint resolution proposing the anendnent of
Section 1 and the creation of Section 8 of
Article VI of the State Constitution relating
to political advertising.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the foll owi ng anendnent of Section 1 and creation
of Section 8 of Article VI of the State Constitution are
agreed to and shall be subnitted to the electors of this state
for approval or rejection at the next general election or at
an earlier special election specifically authorized by |aw for
t hat pur pose:

ARTI CLE VI
SUFFRAGE AND ELECTI ONS

SECTION 1. Regulation of elections.--All elections by
the people shall be by direct and secret vote. GCenera
el ections shall be deternined by a plurality of votes cast.
Except as otherwi se provided in section 8 of this article,

regi stration and elections shall, and political party
functions may, be regul ated by | aw, however, the requirenents
for a candidate with no party affiliation or for a candidate
of a mnor party for placenent of the candidate's nane on the
ball ot shall be no greater than the requirenents for a
candi date of the party having the | argest nunber of registered
voters.

SECTION 8. Regulation of political advertising.--

(a) The financing of any political advertisenent,

i ncl udi ng any canpai gn-rel ated adverti senent, shall be

1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2002 SJR 1196
15-1249-02 See HIR 709

required to be reported or otherw se disclosed as provi ded by

general | aw.

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term

(1) "Political advertisenent" neans a paid expression

in any communi cati ons nmedium or by neans other than the

spoken word in direct conversation, which shall support or

oppose any candidate, elected public official, or issue.

However, "political advertisenent" does not include a

statenent by an organization, in existence prior to the tine

during which a candidate qualifies or an issue is placed on

the ballot for that election, in support of or opposition to a

candi date or issue, in that organi zation's newsl etter, which

newsletter is distributed only to the nenbers of that

organi zation, or editorial endorsenents by any newspaper,

radio or television station, or other recognhi zed news nedi um

(2) "Canpaign-rel ated advertisenent" neans a paid

expression in any conmuni cations nedium or by neans ot her

than the spoken word in direct conversation, which does not

specifically support or oppose any candi date or issue, but

whi ch does substantially nention or show a clearly

identifiable candidate for election or reelection, is

distributed at any point during the period follow ng the | ast

day of qualifying for that candi dacy through the ensuing

general election, and is distributed within the geographic

| ocation represented by the office sought by the candi date

nenti oned or shown and whi ch, when exani ned by a reasonabl e

person, would be understood as, and is therefore presuned to

be, a conmuni cation nade for the purpose of influencing the

results of an election on that candi dacy during that period,

and for which aggregate expenditures on |like advertisenents

exceed $1,000 in 2002 dollars. However, "canpaign-related
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advertisenent" does not include editorial endorsenents by any

newspaper, radio or television station, or other recogni zed

news nedi um
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
pl aced on the ball ot:
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT
ARTI CLE VI, SECTIONS 1 AND 8
PCLI TI CAL ADVERTI SEMENTS. - - Proposi ng an anmendnent to
the State Constitution to provide that political
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adverti senents, including canpaign-related adverti senents,
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shal | be subject to reporting or disclosure as provided by
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general | aw.
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