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CS/HB 1219, First Engrossed/ntc

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to health care; creating the
"Patient Safety |nmprovenent Act"; providing
| egislative intent and definitions; creating
the Florida Patient Safety Center; providing
for location and duties of the center;
requiring identifying information in nedica
patient records to remain confidential as
provided by | aw, providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Patient safety inprovenent. --

(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
"Patient Safety |nprovenent Act."

(2) INTENT.--It is the intent of the Legislature to
establish a statewi de, academi cally based center that wll

serve as the designated resource for patient-safety-related

research, education, and policy information for the people and

institutions of Florida.
(3) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section
(a) "Center" neans the Florida Center for Patient

Safety.
(b) "Health care provider" means any physician, nurse,

phar naci st, occupati onal therapist, physical therapist,

hospital, or other institution, organi zation, or person that

furni shes health care services and is |icensed or otherw se

aut hori zed to practice or provide health care services in the

state.
(c) "Nonidentifying patient safety data" neans patient

safety data that are presented in a formand nanner that
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prevents the identification of the health care provider or

patient.
(d) "Patient safety data" neans:

1. Any data, reports, records, nenoranda, analyses, or

other quality inprovenent processes of patient safety events
which are
a. Collected or devel oped by a health care provider

b. Reported to a patient safety organization or the
State Patient Safety Database;
c. Contained in or collected by a patient safety

organi zation or the State Patient Safety Dat abase;

d. Requested by a patient safety organi zation for the

pur poses of nonitoring, researching, or inproving patient

safety; or
e. Reported to a health care provider by a patient

safety organi zation to assist with quality inprovenent and

patient safety effectiveness.

2. Any information related to corrective actions taken

in response to patient safety events listed in subparagraph 1

(e) "Patient safety event" nmeans an event over which a

heal th care provider could exercise control and which is

associated in whole or in part with nmedical intervention

rather than the condition for which such i ntervention

occurred, and which could result in patient injury or death or

any other adverse incident as defined in s. 395.0197, Florida

St at ut es.
(f) "Patient safety organi zati on" neans a public or

private organi zation that does all of the foll ow ng:

1. Collects and anal yzes data or information about

patient safety.
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1 2. Reports nonidentifying patient safety data to the
2| State Patient Safety Database.
3 3. Provides direct feedback of patient safety data to
4 | health care providers.
5 (4) FLORI DA CENTER FOR PATI ENT SAFETY. - -
6 (a) There is created the Florida Center for Patient
7| Safety at the Health Science Center of the University of South
8| Florida in Tanpa, the Health Science Center at the University
9] of Florida, and the College of Medicine at the Florida State
10| University in Tall ahassee to carry out the duties described in
11| this section. The center shall be administratively housed and
12 | located at the Health Science Center of the University of
13| South Florida in Tanpa.
14 (b) The center is authorized to:
15 1. Coordinate public and private resources to conduct
16 | and support research in and denonstrati ons and eval uati ons of
17 | patient safety.
18 2. Conduct and support research on effective ways to
19 | i nprove and enhance patient safety and participate in the
20 | dissenination of the information that is derived from such
21 | research to health care providers in training and in practi ce,
22 | health care institutions, patients and their famlies, and
23| policynakers.
24 3. Evaluate nethods for identifying and pronoting
25| patient safety prograns.
26 4. Support dissem nation and conmuni cation activities
27 | to inprove and enhance patient safety.
28 5. Design, conduct, and coordi nate studi es and surveys
29| to assess aspects of patient safety, including, but not
30| limted to, various clinical, social, and econon c outcone or
31 | process neasures.
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6. Devel op and test neasures and nethods for

eval uating and enhancing patient safety and pronote the use of

such neasures and nethods in practice.

7. Provide technical assistance and gather infornmation

on the use of consunmer and patient information, and report on

patient safety and the resulting effects of intervention

policies.
8. Consult with and devel op partnerships, as

appropriate, with all segnents of the health care industry,

i ncluding health care providers and health care consuners.
9. Establish a State Patient Safety Database to
col |l ect, support, and coordi nate the anal ysis of

noni dentifying patient safety data subnitted voluntarily by

heal th care providers and patient safety organi zations.

10. Disseninate information devel oped through anal ysis

of the State Patient Safety Database concerning the existence

and causes of practices that affect patient safety, findings

and concl usi ons regardi ng patient safety events, outcone

neasures, and evi dence-based reconmendati ons to inprove

patient safety.

(c) The center shall establish a voluntary process

whi ch shall include a standardi zed format to enabl e health

care providers or patient safety organi zations to report

noni dentifying patient safety data. In carrying out its

responsi bilities under this paragraph, the center shal

consult with and solicit and consider recommendati ons from

appropriate sectors of the health care community, including

health care providers, patient safety organi zati ons, and ot her

rel evant experts.
(5) CONFIDENTIALITY.--The center may have access to
all public records which are not otherw se exenpt froms.
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1| 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution
2 | However, in the event that any patient safety data coll ected,
3 | managed, or analyzed by the center contain any individual
4] identifying information relating to patients or facilities,
5| such data shall be treated the same as all other data pursuant
6| to ss. 119.07, 395.0197, 395.3025, 405.03, 408.061, 456.057,
7| and 641.67, Florida Statutes, and any other provision of |aw
8| dealing with access to and confidentiality of nedical patient
9| records and shall be used solely for the purposes of research

10| and the conpilation of information for |egislative,

11 | regul atory, or other policy purposes as intended in this

12 | section and as authorized and provided in chapter 405, Florida

13| Stat utes.

14 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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