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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 1236

By the Cormittee on Judiciary; and Senator Jones

308-2221-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to the equitable distribution
of marital assets and liabilities; anending s.
61.075, F.S.; providing that a liability
incurred by forgery or unauthorized signature
is a nonnarital liability; providing for
attorney's fees and costs; providing an
exception; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section
61. 075, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

61. 075 Equitable distribution of marital assets and
liabilities.--

(5) As used in this section

(b) "Nonnmarital assets and liabilities" include:

1. Assets acquired and liabilities incurred by either
party prior to the marriage, and assets acquired and
liabilities incurred in exchange for such assets and
liabilities;

2. Assets acquired separately by either party by
noni nterspousal gift, bequest, devise, or descent, and assets
acquired in exchange for such assets;

3. Al incone derived fromnonnmarital assets during
the marriage unless the incone was treated, used, or relied
upon by the parties as a marital asset; and

4. Assets and liabilities excluded fromnmarital assets
and liabilities by valid witten agreenent of the parties, and
assets acquired and liabilities incurred in exchange for such
assets and liabilities.

1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 1236
308-2221-02

5. Any liability incurred by forgery or unauthori zed

si gnature of one spouse signing the nane of the other spouse.

Any such liability shall be a nonmarital liability only of the

party having conmtted the forgery or having affixed the

unaut hori zed signature. In determining an award of attorney's

fees and costs pursuant to s. 61.16, the court nmy consider

forgery or an unauthorized signature by a party and may nmake a

separate award for attorney's fees and costs occasi oned by the

forgery or unauthorized signature. This subparagraph does not

apply to any forged or unauthorized signature that was

subsequently ratified by the other spouse.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1236

-- Degetes t he anendnent to subsection (1) of s. 61.075,

F

-- Amends subsectlon 52 of s. 61.075, F.S,, to provide
t hat nonmari t al a sets and liabilities include any
[1ability incurred by forgery or unauthorized sighature
of one. s ouse Si |ng the nane of the other. spouSe. y
such liability shall "be a nonmarital liability only of
t he Part who  commtted the forgery or affixed the
unaut hori zed signature. The court may award attorney's

fees and costs occasi oned by the forgery or unaut hori zed

S|gnature The provisions of this subsection do not
B to any forged or unauthorized signature that was

subsequently ratified by the other spolse.
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